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Sir, — It was interesting to read in
your paper, June 10, 1980, the comment
made by Mr Wynston Cooper, executive
officer of the Fiordiand Park Board, in
which he stated that *‘surprisingly there
was nothing from the Deestalker's As-
sociation” on the Fiordland national
park Board’s draft management plan.

As a member of the national execu-
tive of N.Z.D.A. T take this opportunity
to inform Mr Cooper and the public of
Southland why the N.Z.D.A. considered
that there were more vital issues to deal
with than to make an input to this plan.

To explain. In 1975 the then national
president of N.Z.D.A. Mr Alian Evans,
made a personal approach to the chair-
man of the Park Board, Mr Harty, with
the intention of arranging for a delega-
tion of two or three members of our na-
tional executive to meet with the board
to discuss the question of animals in the
park, particularly in the Wapiti area.
This request was turned down by the
board, but they did state ‘“that they are
prepared fo meet the association in or-
der to explain the board’s noxious ani-
mals policies'” and “that they were not
prepared o enter into, discussions on
game management.”” About I8 months
ago there was further correspondence
between the board and the Deerstal-
kers' Association, with the intention of
improving the relationships and strik-

ing up some discussion. This approach
proved fruitless also. .
The Fiordland Nationai Park Board
draft management plan in question is
the third plan produced under the name

————
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Sir, — In fairness to the members of
the Fiordland National Park Board, I
am not prepared to allow Mr J. C. Bam-
ford’s comments of June 17, 1980, to
lead your readers to believe that the
board has been neglectful in its respon-
ses to, and wiilingress to deal with, the
New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Associ-
ation.

The following extracts from corre-
spondence on the board’s files clearly
set out the true sitvation:, = d

Letter from N.Z.D.A's Executive
Officer, November, 1978. —

“As you are aware this association
has considerable interest in various ac-
tivities especially récreational, in na-
tional parks throughout New Zealand.
Whilst our obvious recreational interest
| is in the area of sport hunting, many of
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l our members and their families are |

i also active within the parks in other °

| areas of recreation . . . we would wel-
come an opportunity to meet with mem-
bers of your board to discuss attitudes
to vecreation within your park. If you
were agreeable . . . we would be pleased
to prepare a short discussion paper pri-
or to the meeting.”’

The board’s reply stated that. —
“Members were uncertain about the
reasons for your approach and would be
pleasad to receive further details as to
the precise items you wish to discuss,
before making a decision.”

To date the New Zealand Deerstal-
kers’ Association bas failed to’respnnd
— a complete negation of the impres-
sion that Mr Bamford gives.

Mr Bamford's letter implies that his
association is only interested in recrea-
tional hinting — en inference that is
contradicted by the correspondence re-
terred to above.

Finally, contrary to Mr Bamford’s
claim, there are many aspects in the
hoard's draft management plan which
are directly related to the pursuit of his
recreational interest — not least of
which is a policy statement that ‘‘recre-
ational shooting is encouraged within
the park.”

W. J. Cooper

Executive Officer
Fiordland National Park Board

of the board since November, 1979. The
previous two, ‘‘Report and Plan on Rec-
reational Hunting as it affects the
Fiordland National Park” and *‘Wiid
Animal Control Plan December 1979",
dealt specifically with animals, their
habitat and their management, and sub-
Inissions were made to the Minister, Mr
Venn Young, on both these plans. The
F.N.P.B. management plan dealt with
other aspects of Fiordland, aspects not
aftecting the hunting fraternity.

The Deerstalkers' Association does
not intend to submit suggestions to the
board on how tqdeal with matters
which do not affect recreational hunt-
ing, and any submissigns we could have
made would have been interpreted by
Mir Cooper 38*'contrary to the National
Parks’ Act”, a 1952-Act we consider out-
dated legislafion. v ;

That should explain my eariier com-
ment «‘that there were more vital issues
to deai with.”

John C. Bamford

Balclutha R.D.
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HELICOPTER FOR SALE |

Hughes 500 C-20 Turbine

used Hughes Model ,
registration ZK-HQH, S/N 1150780, is offered for sale by |

The following

its owner.

COMPONENT TIME AS FOLLOWS: s

Total time since new: 1600 hrs

Main Rotor Hubb TT: 1600 hrs — 800 hrs remaining
Blades TT: 1600 hrs g
TT:400 hrs — 800 hrsremaining
Carburettor Transmission TT: Qf}ggsri F rg‘éﬁ ;rasi;?%ammg
TT- 1600 hrs — 1950 hrs remaining
Turbine TT: 1600 hrs — 150 hrs 10 mini turbine change

ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDED.

e VHF RADIO i
e PARTICLE SEPARATOR

Main Rotor T
Main Rotor Transmission

Tail Rotor Blades TT: 316 hrs
| Compressor

e CARGO HOOK
e HEATER/DEFOGGER
o LOW SKIDS

: PRICE: $NZ175,500.00

Pilot Spends
| Cold/gy'ight

/4 6

(P.A.)
Hastings

Taupo.

Mr Kaye left Taupo at 450

p.m. on what should have been a
. routine 40-minute flight to the
Bridge Pa aerodrome in Hast-
ings.
| Within mioutes he had run
into thick cloud, sleet and snow
showers which forced him to
take a number of detours.

With time and visibility fast
running out, Mr Kaye tried to
| reach the last telephone on the
| Taihape road — the Kaweka for-
| est headquarters — but dark-
ness and the weather made it
impossible.

Mr Kaye said yesterday he
knew where he was, but after
, realizing he could not reach &
| phone, he landed the helicopter
on the Burns Range up behind
the forestry base.

Sleet, Snow

The area at the time was
" being lashed with sleet and oc-
; casional snow. Mr Kaye said he
wanted (o reach a phone to tell
‘ the Napier Airport control tow-
er that he had put down for the
night. His belicopter’s radio had
been removed and a new radio
- was to have been installed when

| it was serviced in Hastings.
Its emergency locator trans-
mitter wasalsomissing—it had
belonged to a pilot who had been

icOpter pilot Mr Ken Kaye
spent a cold night huddled inside the cockpit of
j a Hughes 400D helicopter in the Kaweka
Ranges on Tuesday aiter bad weather forced
him to put the aircrait down on a flight from

HASTINGS

using ihe helicepter for deer re-
covery work near the Fox Gla-
cier and had been removed by
him.
Mr Kaye, dressed only in a
jersey and jeans, had no pro-
tective ciothing or gear for his
night in the ranges. The cockpit
of the aircraft leaked while the
temperature cuiside dropped
below zero around midnight.
Although the aircraft was

Kaye said he *‘didn’t think it
would be prudent o start wan-
dering around’’ and stayed out
of the freezing wind inside the
cockpit, He stayed awake all
night and waited until 6.55 this
morning before he had enough
visibility to fly out to Hastings.

/ Main Concern

Mr Kaye’s main concern was
not for his own safety but for the
reaction of others when his heli-
copter failed to reach Hastings.

His flight plan indicated he
would reach Hastings about 5.15
on Tuesday, but when he did not
appear and no call had been
made to the Napier tower, po-
lice and search and rescue au-
thorities were alerted.

Staff of Heli Spray (N.Z.)
Ltd, the firm which had brought
the helicopter to Hastings to fit
it out for spraying, rang the con-
trol tower at 6.15 p.m. to report |,

500C in country,

— 840 hrs remaining

i

FURTHER INQUIRIES AND IMMEDIATE INSPECTION ;

RRANGEMENTS. PHONE 32-476 BUSINESS,
L t 408-022 PRIVATE. AUCKLAND.

Lo

1426 l

| cold night in the ranges and

that Mr Kaye was overdue. Po-
| lice later checked the aero-
drome in case he had arrived
late and the runway lights were
left on as a precaution.

An Air New Zealand Friend-
ship flying into Napier checked
the emergency frequency to de-
tect any trace of the emergency |.
locator transmitter normally
installed.

Search Started

At first light yesterday, a
helicopter from Taupo had
started making an air search
for Mr Kaye when he appeared
over Bridge Pa at 7.20 a.m.

His first request was for a
cigarette — he had long smoked
the two he had with him when he
left Taupo.

Mr Kaye was unruffled by his

none the worse for the expe-
rience. With more than 10
years' flying experience in
fixed-wing aircraft and helicop-
ters, he treats his forced iand-
ing as all part of the job.

A spokesman for his firm said
it was not uncommon for heli-
copter pilots working on deer
recoveries to be forced down by
bad weather. Usually, a radio|
call from the stranded aircraft
is made o avoid rescue oper-
ations being put into action.

He described Mr Kaye as ‘‘a
very professicnal pilot.”

only a reiatively short distance '
from the Taihape road, Mrj},

—
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ACCOUNT FIORDLAND WAPITI PARK

. WAPITI and HYBRID DEER AUCTION
ON THE PROPERTY AT TE ANAU

FRIDAY, JULY 4, 1980
COMMENCING AT 12.30 P.

10—Wapiti Weaner BULLS
5—Wapiti Weaner HINDS
3—2 year old Hybrid Breeding STAGS
6—Hybrid Weaner STAGS
|  3—Hybrid Weaner HINDS
‘ f—Red Deer Weaner HINDS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: ) |
On inspection we found the Wapiti Weaners to be |
exceptionally well grown and could be recommendedtointending
| purchasers with confidence as future Herd Sires. The Wapiti
| Weaners were weighed at weaning. The bullsaverage weight was
105 kg and hinds 97.5 kg. » -
Catalogues will be available from the Main Branches of the
Auctioneers:

DALGETY NEW ZEALAND LTD
INVERCARGILL AND BRANCHES
: For further information contact:
‘ DENNIS CAIRNS 74-888 INVERCARGILL

&0

£ Wrightson NMA

FARMED RED DEER AUCTION {
ON ACCOUNT |

MARAROA STATION 1976 LTD
TE ANAU (

ON THE PROPERTY

THURSDAY, JULY 3, 1980
COMMENCING 12 NOON

40—18 month STAGS
50—M.A, HINDS

growth they come forward for Auction well grown and in good

condition.

INSPECTION AS FROM 9 A.M.
The following Deer wili be offered: —
?&Weﬂner HINDS
Weaner STAGS
40—18 month HINDS 216 @0
50—M.A. STAGS -
5—18 month Hybrid HINDS
5—18 month Hybrid STAGS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
All deer being offered have been farmed on the property
since prior to Spring 1979. As a result of a good season for grass |
The Hinds have been mated to Top Stags on the property.
_All Deer T.b. Tested and Vaccinated. d
DEER CO-ORDINATOR
BARRY IRVING
PHONE 77-760 INVERCARGILL
COMPANY 4499

14069




~ Blue Mountains First

~ |Quality At
Sale Of

';Regw Eﬁer

Outstanding quality 'stock |
brought a good return at the
first annual sale of selected
farmed red deer, held at the
Rosedale saleyards, Tussock
Creek, last Friday.

More than 95 per cent of the
1170 deer offered were sold, for a
| total return exceeding $200,000.
| - The large bench of buyers fol-
{lowed the auction in the South-

|land Farmers Co-operative As-|

| sociation Ltd’s recently
constructed specialist deer sale
complex.

The top 18-month-old hinds
were sold on account of Mr Ray
Jennings, of Awarua, for $2050
and $1975. :

The top price for mixed age
hinds was $1900, sold on account
of Mr Rob Brookes, of Lilburn
Valley.

A range of prices was:

18-month-old hinds, $2050,
down to $1500; 2's-year-old
hinds, $1525; 3'2-year-old hinds,
$1650. Mixed age hinds, $1900,
down to $1525; weaner hinds,
$1200, down to $900. Weaner
stags, $310 to $335, and one wea-

ner hybrid stag realized $1000.

Deer

- Recreational Area |

The Blue Mountains forest wiil %2 gareried as a recreational area on Thursday.

day that in (his i
great changs wil} |
members of the ny

‘The area of 22,300 hectares
takes in the Blue Mountains
State forest, Ramnkleburn and

|
< no |
ad by

In the past the hunting in this
area had been organized very
miuch for the recreational hunt-

West Tdpanui excluding the
Dusty block, Tapanui nursery
and Conical Hilis miil site.

It will form a recreational |
hunting site where hunting as a
means of recreation is being
used o control (although notex- | .
clusively) the number of wild |

Management
Plan Siened

: hias bee
animals. of Forests :
It will officially be known as This o e
the Blue Mountains Recreation- i-i-)"llli'i;r e

al Hunting Area. .

The Blue Mountains is the
first area in New Zealand to be
gazetted recreationai since leg-
islativn permitting this ciassifi-
cation was introduced under the
Wild Animal Control Act, 1977.

The senior ranger for the
New Zealand Forest Service’s
Southland conservancy, Mr
Kerry Mawhinney, said yester-

Service's
BeTVANCY
Soutidand ¢
e,

it covers Uiy
the South-cast Giayo region not
only for State forests but for
others as well.

It will be printed and released
1o the public in due course.

‘Deer Sale Exceeds
$250,000

Criffel Game Park Ltd’s fourth annual deer
company’s hill block behind
people, including a new section of buyers.

2e /"/ﬁb

Although more than $250,000
Worth of stock changed hands
between 12.45 and 3 p.m., prices
were slightly lower than last
year.

Mr Tim Wallis, managing di-
rector of Alpine Helicopters, of
which Criffel Game Park is a
subsidiary company, said this
was the first time wapiti-red hy-
brid hinds and stags had been of-
fered lor sale and they were of
good class specially selected

from many captured and adapt- |

ed for {arm conditions.

For the small number of wa-
piti offered, Mr Wallis said the
bidding was between the few

buyers who wanted them and

QUEENSTOWN
sale, held on the
Wanaka yesterday, attracted more than 600

s

An adult wapiti-red hybrid
hind mated on the property (0 a
wapiti bull brought $4000 and
with two rising three-year-old
stags hand-reared going for
$3800 each, one to Nelson and
the other to Timaru.

Mr Wallis was happy with the

sale although prices were lower
than expected in the red deer
sections, taking into account the
fact they were well prepared
and well grown.
Giving an example of escala-
tion of costs, Mr Wallis said that
after the first sale four :
ago proceeds could have bought
two new helicopters but this
year they would not meet the
cost of one helicopter.

the prices were very good.

MorethanBﬁGheadofs;M

PN P

were auctioned, including 370
red deer.

Some of the animals will go as
far north as Helensville to the
Woodhill deer estate of Mr ivi.
Ross.

Included in stock purchased
by Mr Ross were 40 hand-reared
hinds to a total value of $20,200.

Wishart Helicopters 1978 Ltd
of Hamilton was also a keen bid-
der, paying a total of $31,000 for
the 20 mixed-age hinds mated
on the property, none of which
were aver -five years of age.

yearling hinds at $1525 a head.

The first group of 50 farm
bred weaner hinds sold for a to-
tal of $47,875 while the second
group of 80 weaner stags farm-
bred were bought by Southland
Farm Produce of Invercargill

This company also bought five .

for $410 a head.

The sale was conducted by.
Messrs Lester Thorn, head auc-
tioneer for Wrightson NMA in

Invercargill and D. Dowling of|

the Alexandra branch of|

Wrightson NMA.

er.
However, in gazefting an

area the importance of the ani-

mals as a recreational resource

i ngnized, he said.

e other areas there will

ificant changes in the

Lo

sig i
' | way the hunting is organized.

1t opeas up the possibility of

ensures the future of the wild |
animal herd for recreational
use, Mr Mawhinney said,

Other areas in the Southland
conservancy identified by the |
Forest Service as possibilities
for classifications as recrea-
tional hunting areas include the
Caples-Greenstone area, the
Waikaia State forest, Longwood
State forest, Dart State forest r
and Stewart Island State forest. |

Waitutu

Healthy

The forests of the Waitutu area are, in the !

main, healthy.

This is one of the conclusions
reached in a survey on the in-
fiuence of browsing animals in
the Waitutu State forest.

It was carried out by New
Zealand Forest Service staff in
the Scuthland conservancy,
Messrs A. D. Ross and M. J.
Cuddihy, and released recently. !
~ About 45,000 hectares of
beech and podocarp forest ar
Waituty and the grassiands of
Mr Aitken range and Hump
ridze were surveyed.

The main aim was to esti-
mate deer population and their
effect on forest and grassland
health.

As well, because both live
capture in pens and the com-
wercial helicopter hunting of
deer are practised in Waitutu

—

o

. setting soil and water values un-

Forests

e,

the survey aimed to provide
data to help management deci-.
sions in this regard.
Red Deer Source

The survey concluded that
deer did not appear to have in-
fluenced soil or ground cover to
an unacceptabie degree, there-,
fore the forest could coatinue to;
provide a source of red deer for |
commercial and recreational
hunters.

Any redifetion in animal con- |

trol pressures such as the with-
drawal of capture pen operators
should be viewed with concern.
The pig population, partic-
ularly in the Poteriteri Flat
area, has the potential to spread
to Fiordland National Park. Re-
duction of this roving population
is necessary for this reason,
even though the pigs are not en-
dangering canopy health or up-

dulv.
The present condition of the |

Waitutu grasslands in their role

as a watershed cover is good.

P FARMIERS f

FARM BRED AND DOMESTICATED
RED DEER

WE can offer for private sale a limited selection of good quality -

Red Deer as follows:

Weaner Hinds 1Yz year Hihdsﬁ/ C/So I
Weaner Stags 2% year Hinds ¥
Mixed Age Hinds 2Y%2year Stags

3% year Stags

: _ Details of stags that hinds have been mated to and production

records are available for all deer offered

For further details contact:

Geoff Erskine ,
Southland Farmers Co-op Assn Ltd

P.O. Box 814
Phone 88-139

Invercargill

Home phone 78-097

14114,

Although  helicopter | oper-
ators continue to be the main

| contributors to the coatrol of

deer throughout the Fiordiand
National Psrk, deer numbers
taken had fallen.

Good prices for live deer du;-
ing the 1979-1980 year has meant
that less than 40 per cent of the

dead. I

In the board’s annua! repor

| presented yesterday, it said,
that with the increased machine "~

time per.animal recovered, {he
total number of deer taken by
helicopters dropped by 26.4 per
cent to 5420.

This compared with 7465 in
1978-1973, and 13,231 in 1977-
1978.

This trend to live deer cap-
ture is also mirrored in the
number of applications re-
ceived for permits to build deer
capture pens in the park.

At the moment there are 25
permitied operators with 160
pens. An annual return of 206
deer was received from these.

Another nine applicaats have
Vet to take up their options.

Turning to recreational hunt-
ing, the report stated that al-
though there was .an increased
'kill per permit over last year
there was a lesser number of

ipermits issued to recreational
{|hunters,

For the 1979-1980 year 1735

permits were issued and there
{were 3208 shooters. The deer re-
iturn was 749.

This compared with 1978-1979
‘when there were 2003 permits
.and 3812 shooters. The deer pa-
turn was 515,

tota! number of deer taken were




HELICOPTER HUNTERS .

i Baiclutha
{Invercargill-based
Ehunters who' appeared in tha.l
Baiclutha

|

{ie charges dismissed.

John: Dodds Ramage
James: Daly, of
| Services appeared before Judge
W, H. Reid in

of Beaumont station,

' 'he heard ‘a noise. He went to

 white helicopter.

at a low level and was obviously
searching for game.

Mr Hore said he telephoned
ia helicopter pilot; ¥ Maxs |
well, in Alexandra and together
Y ihey searcll:eé the area for the)|
suspect helicopter.

{""We eventually found It at|
ths  Beaumont hotel and Mr|
Bamage and Mr Daly were just|

Blsutting out of it. I told themi
lliey had hbeen trespassing on|
e property’ and when I show-
el them a map they admitted
ifhat they had, but said they
were chasing a pigz and had gone
sover: the boundary.”
5| Anthony  Vietor Fuller, dis-|

trict ranger  for the TForest
Ssrvice. in Tapapul, sald that
Blhe received a eomplaint fromy
sr Hore and the following day
weit to Beaumont station.

“1 took a statement from Mr
pialy and he admitted hunting
on. Beaumont statipn. The men;
didn't have a licence to .cap--
_ lture and convey game by ‘air--
| opaft, although they did hold
\la licence to capiure and con-
| yer by other means. They had

6 Jso

respass Charge Dismissed

Special) .— Two|applied for the sircraft licenceft
Gk helieopter | Dut had been turned down.
Ramage sald
Distriet Court onipaly had been trying to find a
Pharges of hunting without anideer they netfed the day hefore|
sppropriate licence and trespas-iand might have '
feing on Beaumont station had|metres at the
| mont station.
and| Ing- the course indicated by Mr|
Ace Hunting Hore. R
L QRuestioned by
_ a defended | Ramage said there were other|
case. | helicapters operating In the area
A witness for the prosecution, |&l ; 5
Alan Russell Hore, the occupier Hore did not get the- registra-|
] said that|tion number of the helicopter,
" on September 7. 1979, he was it was undoubtedly someone else
out inspecting the cows when|he saw.
A Judge
the top ot a hill and saw a|charges, saying the case could
: not be proved beyond reason-!
The helicopter flew up a gully | able dguEF-

that he and

sirayed 50
most into Beau-
They denied tak-

Judge: Reid. |

the same time and as Mr|

Reid dismissed the

e

Red deer up valley

A red deer was recently seen
at the top end of the Tahakopa
Valley.

The first liberations of these
animals in New Zealand was
done by the Acclimatisation

Society in the South Island in

1851, at a time when there was

still 25 million ‘acres of forest
out of New Zealand's land area
of 66 million acres.

More releases followed in
North, South and Stewart

Islands, but the increase seem-

ed slow and little shooting was

4 Waiti from North America’

Most of the native trees of
New Zealand are evergreen
and their leaves providing Sleer
with an unfailing reservoir of
palatable browsing throughout
_the year — very different from

the predominantly deciduous
woods of Europe in winter. Vir-
tually undisturbed in moun-
tain forests, red deer have in-
creased to pest proportions.
Peak red deer population were
widely reported during World
War 1 when so many deer
hunters were serving in the
Army. o=

shot, exceeding any recorded in
Scotland.

Not content with this suc-
cess, the Acclimatisation
zealots imported other kinds of
deer — fallow deer in 1864,
simba deer in 1875, Japanese -
deer in 1885. Still later after
the red deer had become a
nuisance, there were more deer
liberated — moose in 1900;
Virginia deer in 1901; Wapiti in
1905 and Java rusa deer in
1907.

None of these, however, has
suceceeded as well as the red
deer, and have remained

limited to a few localities.

- -

mingle with red deer west of
Te Anau and may interbreed,
producing some very fine
heads.

The red deer has colonised
all virgin, as well as exotic
forests, excepting the sub-
tropical Northland Kauri
forest. It has climbed all the
higher mountain verges where
bush and tussock are found in

Heligopter Deer
Recovery Declining

NELSON (PA).—National park boards may one day
have to pay for helicopter deer control.

This is the opinion of the|without the high cost of heli-
national supervising ranger, | copter live recovery.
Mr J. Mazey, of Wellington.| mne poom days for meat re-

who told the Nelson Lakes :
ok h ; covery are also over, and with
| National Park Board he would | gpetantially increased flying

be surpris i s - :
ooyt eer has an coonom. [CCSts and a reduced price for
| meat, the venture is close to

ic future in New Zealand be-|, .: :
{ yond the next 12 months or so. T SHIEIITLE.
My feeling is that it can

The board had been discuss-

|ing helicopter poaching in' the | only get worse.” he said.
park and the possibility of| ‘* If‘you decide in the future
| allowing one or mote firms to|you want helicopter control
|recover deer as an effective|you could well find you will
{means of eliminating poach-|have to pay for it.”
!-ing. ! The park chief ranger, Mr
| Mr Mazey said there are|G. R. Lyon, said he had not
about 80,000 deer in captivity |received reports of helicopter
in New Zealand and these are|sightings for at least six
enough to meet requirements | weeks.

e el

PACIFIC HELISALES LTD
HELICO

TERS SELL

21f6 [ 50

1979 HUGHES 580D T.T. 110 hours, particle separator, cargo hook, heater-defogger, auto
relite, immaculate

1978 HUGHES 500D20 T.T. 1200 hours, all components, particle separator, heater-defogger,
v.h.f., currently on venison

$175,000

HUGHES 500 C20 T.T. 1185 hours, good component times, king v.h.f. and.v’.'o.r. high skids, cargo
hook, auto relite, duals, intercom "

$198,000

HUGHES 500 C18 T.T. 2241 hours, component times 1000 hours plus, turbine '‘0"’ s.0.h., Collins
v.h.f., autorelite, rotor brake, cargo hook

$167,000

HUGHES 500 C18 T.T. 1200 hours, m/r trans ‘'O’ hours, turbine <0’ s.0.h., Narco com II v.h.f.,
intercom, heater, cargo hook, Perkins windows 8

$180,000

HUGHES 50¢ C18 T.T. 880 hours, m/r trans ‘‘0” s.0.h., excellent component times, Collins ~

conjunction. Its success lies in -

its versatile grazing and brows-
ing habits. It grazes grass in
the open, especially on fine
days in summer, retiring to the

possible. The Acclimatisation shelter of irees m heayy snow
Society carted red dee wintry conditions. When it

browses, its favourites are

v.h.f., low skids, intercom, cargo hook
aliseats, neat tray inrear, currently on venison, priced to sell

130 hours to everhaul cargo hook, racks new perspecs, tidy helicopter

$174,000

HUGHES 500 C20 T.T. 2680 hours, good component times, high skids, particie separator, v.h.f.,

$160,000

1973 HUGHES 300 C T.T. 3600 hours, component times 280 hours since compiete rebuild, engine

$67,000

1973 HUGHES 300 C T.T. 6100 hours, m/r trans 800 to run, engine 350 hours to run, good

A 1 in all directions, in- \
et component times, new doors, cargo hook, racks, duals, very tidy with plenty of spares

cluding the almost inaccessible
fiord glens, suchasthe Lillburn
Valley and Dusky Sound. By
the turn of the century, some
spectacular prime heads were

evergreen leaves and foliage. It
is mot a lover of closed canopy
woodland though; it needs
grass more than it needs
foliage.

¢ £
1962 HUGHES 300 B T.T. 2629 hours, good component times, engine 750 hours to run, always
- hangared, tidy, v.h.f., H.F. duals, cargo hook, nite lites, priced to sell $52,000
BELL 47°s
()47 G 3Bl_ (1) '4 life components new eng. (1) engine 700 to run trans 50 to run.
(2) 47 G 4A (1) mid life engine and components, (1) time x airframe 1/3 life eng.
(2) 47 Soloy (1) 360 hours since complete conversion (1) 250 hours plus spray equip.
1978 ENSTROM F28C, T.T. 400 hours, all components, narco v.h.f., duals, cargo heok,
intercom, like new, great trainer or commuter

AGRICUETURAL SPRAY EQUIPMENT Avzilable for Hughes 300B, Bell 47 and So!oy,
nstrom.

————

| Well Attended
Deer Sale |
At Mararoa |

A large crowd attended lhel i e
Mararos deer sale yesterday.. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

where 140 mixed-age, mixed-
sex deer were on sale.

Values appeared to level out
in accordance with recent sales
in the southeru districts and
most of the deer on offer were
sold.

Prices were: |

Red Deer: Weaner hinds $575 1o
$675; weaner stags $230 to §300; 18-|
month hinds $1050; 18-month stags|
$475 to $530; adult hinds $1175 to
$1200; adult stags $600. |
| Hybrids: 18-month stags $475 o]
$500; aduolt s $620 to $1000; adult,
' hinds $1375 to $1650. 'll

| ‘3/7 6

FINANCE AVAILABLE
Contact LEX CHAPMAN RANGIORA 7405.

11694




| Carcasses Being ngn;ggd bl

(P'Agbout Iﬁo wild game carcasses, worth up to $300,000 on the export market, will be dumped

from a Dunedin coolstore tomorrow.
The carcasses, which include p{rocesslqg iilantln;imnh?t hours
' ild pig, 300 whole |of the animals being shot.
Sl According to the director of

F gonteerund
HOn Island

The game would have w be
whole — that is, with all the ves-
cera — before it could be in-

company had had to buy refrig-
erated trucks.
Hunters also had to be edu-

deer and 100 deer hindquarters, TG =Ctor ) ; . A e titvo ts in the o
beeni be-|the Ministry's meat division,|cated in the new requirements, spected. hunter wheo spen nigh pen
m thrt;g‘:'fg 51}3;?:;?: be.|Mr J. D. gﬂcNah. the regu-|he said. “'This had been during a peri-| on Stewart Island was found, safe and well, by

cause they failed to meet new |lations were introduced in 1875| “It took time and it took fi-\od when the country's game-! Invercargill Search and Rescue yesterday.

nance, and we were caught,” | packing houses have been des-

They belong to Consolidated
Traders (South Island) Litd,
which says that the regulations

er prepared toaccepta prgdmt
that was not inspected,”” Mr
McNab said.

tain export certificates for the
carcasses, and attempts to con-
vert them to pet food have also
met with official disapproval.
The carcasses were rejected
because they did not comply
with regulations which stipu-

ed attitude” on the part of the
company, he said. -

However, the company's
South Island manager, Mr J. A.

Robinson, said the regulations
“‘over-

could not be enforc
night"'.

economically,” Mr Robinsan

(P.A)
Consolidated Traders

receivership,

traordinary action.

ership are Consolidated Tra-
ders Lid, Consolidated Traders
South Island Ltd, Game Prod-
ucts N.Z. Ltd and Mountain
Helicopters Ltd.

The receivers are Messrs M.
Downs and N, Francis of Hut-
chisen and Hull and Compan
(chartered accountants, Wel-

lington), | [1ast night at Oamary Hospital, '
“It seems t0 me the com- repay its everdraft. f s i
parics were In a strong trading! " However, chairman Rex began hunting| _
|§§3ﬂl0ﬂ bu[dm&n m?grﬂﬂp may | Giles lS confident the company 5?;(:.5 1\:h$§e hfemrglanUreweI;g | T rr. = B s 2. o o = -
"M Downs S, "2 | €08 QUCKY rade s way back | Ranges an exporing the v BLUE MOUNTAINS AREA FORMALLY GAZETTED

ly,"” Mr Downs said.
Consolidated Traders who de-
Iscribe themselves as the fish,
iur, game, and gold people pio-
neered deer farming in this
{Country and have buiit up a na-
tion-wide network of storage de-
{POLs and meat processing oper-
ations,
The wild pork, deer, and goat

lated that game had to be deliv-
ered with hearts, lungs, livers,
and kidneys intact, to a game-

’ Reéeiveféhip
- Justified”’”

“We will pay them off

said yesterday after
placed four of the group’s main companies into
se

their overdraft immediately.
il "We_are inavery strong trad-

ing position, we can offer excel-
lent security and I can see no
justifiable reason for this ex-

“Total group sales amounted

It was not always pnssiblg to
have the game in a processing

The company was no longer
accepting carcasses which did
not comply with the regu-
lations, but Mr Robinson was

the Ministry. )
**We have a pet food plant in

Blenheim and we wanted to try

itout here toseeif it would work

said.
However, Mr McNab said the
proposal could not be author-
ized because the meat could not

said.

Dumping of the carcasses at

a.private tip in Dunedin will be-

scon as they are dumped.

The field manager of Coolhire

Storage Ltd, Mr K. M. Swan,

which has stored the meat for

the past five years, is not look-

ing forward to dumping the car-,
casses

“It seems & dreadful shame,

to watch this game go down the!

WELLINGTON

4« s l'lo b]em’“
chairman, Mr ex Giles,
the A.N.Z. Bank had

they could not repay

owns two trawlers) gold mining'
operation on the West Coast,
live deer recovery and opossum
sKin tanning,

! S0
I

(P.A.)

factory within 72 hours, and the

In Rgsgelvershlp

be inspected.

gut hole,” Mr Swan said.

‘Not | Three Hu

27 /so

In Crash

(P.A)

DUNEDIN

A helicopter, engaged in deer recovery

operations with three

crashed in
30km south

men on board, ail of |

rugged country at Waianakarua,

;'whnm were injured, was wrecked when it ’
i

| One of the men, James Barry
lMcMinan. of Herbert, who
broke a leg, was involved in an-
other helicopter crash in the

same region recently,

The names of the pilot, who
received injuries to his ribs, and

WELLINGTON

i Pioneer game exporter Consolidated

i A.N.Z. bank because

1o health.

In receivership are four com-
panies in the Consolidated
Group's game operation — Con-
solidated Traders Ltd, Consoli-
dated Traders South Island Ltd,
Game Products N.Z. Ltd and
Mountain Helicopters Ltd.

They have a total book value
of $9 million.

meat industry is an export ori-
entated venture and some ap-
prehension was expressed in!
traded circles today that the
bank’s action might damage |
New Zealand's reputation as a
reliable supplier of these prod-
ucts,

Ferty companies make up the
Consolidated Traders group
whose wide-tanging activities
include trawiing (the group
T e ————— e -

The Consolidated Group’s ac-
tivities include the killing and
exporting of wild pork, deer and
Boats, trawling and exporting of
fish with two-company-owned
trawlers and contracted boats
out of Marlborough, Wellingion
and New Plymouth, 2 West
Coast gold mining operation and
an epossum fur tamnery at
Woodviile. .

Mr Giles began the group of
about 40 companies in the mid-

v\ Traders has been placed in receivership by the !'

it cannot immediately

son ta markets he gradually de-
veloped in Germany.

Mr Giles said the receiver
was put in by the bank last
Wednesday after the group
could not repay in full its over-
draft when requested to. He
wanted to stress that the com-
panies were not in default.

Trading Strongly

All the sroup’s divisions were
trading strongly and had an ex-
cellent future, especially the
opossum fur exporters who had
last week signed a 38.5 million
contract o supply the United
States, Korea, Malta, Italy and
other countries.

Hepredicted a $1.8 million af-
ter tax profit for the vear ended
March 31, 1981, on fotal group

sales of $15 million.

of Oamaru, yesterday afternoon.

the other passenger, who re-
ceived ‘a dislocated shoulder, !
were not released last night.

A police party, including first
aid personnel from Oamaru and |
Forest Service workers. |
reached the area in four-wheel

Timaru, and the other from
Oamaru, lifted the injured out
just before dark to ambulances |
waiting at a nearby farm. |

One of the ambulances be |
came bogged down on its wayto
the pick-up peint and had to be
pulled out by a tow-truck.

The injured men were treated |

Big Glory Bay area on a deers-
talking trip with twe friends on
Sunday, and was last seen walk-
ing in an easterly direction.

lost.”" To sustain himself, he ate
raw deer liver and chewed on a
weta,

| However, he said he was feel-
|ing “‘very dizzy” by about 1
[|2'clock yesterday afternoon,
and would not have lasted an-
other night out in the Open.

“The coid was really getting
‘o me," he said. “Ihaven’t slept
& wink since Sunday night.

"1 did press-ups every night
‘o Keep warm, and built bi-
vouacs to sieep in.”

Mr Bird saw several deer, but
he ‘“‘wasn’t worrying about
them at the time."

Raised Alarmed

His two eompanions did not
start worrving about him until
yesterday morning, They then
gave the alarm toa fishing boat,
which radioed Awarua Radio,
which alerted the Invercargill
police.

The search-and rescue oper-

game-meat standards set by the | to retain the West German mar- _ ; :
mnig.tg' of A riculturehyaad ket. Mr Robinson said from Bien- perately short of producitess Wayne Raymond Bird, aged ation, headed by the et
Fisheries in m? “The Germans were no long- | i€im. ;h;%mlé?t;g l‘edimdanMr %o binin 3 31, of Waimate, went into the policeman at Helfmoon Bay,

Constable B. L. Lemm, was
mounted at 11 a.m,

Celebrating

were not easy to comply Within| v, carcasses had been ac- disappointed that the proposal| gin tomorrow. The task is ex- Mr Bird, who described him-| Mr Bird was located at the
the first two years. cumulated by Consolidated Tra-| 1o use the game for pet food had pected to take several days, as self as an experienced hunter, |North Arm hut, Port Adven-
The company has failed 10 0b- | ders because of a ‘bloody-mind-|not evendrawn a response from | they will have to be buried as said last night he simply *got | ture, from a searching helicop-

ter at 2.30 p.m.

It was just Iucky timing that
they saw me. I'd just walked out
of the bush,"" said Mr Bird, who
had followed one of the main
waterways, the Heron river, out
to the coast. .

“1 knew it had te come out
somewhere, but I wasn't
exactly sure where," he said.
Mr Bird was out celebrating
his return with friends at Half-
moon Bay last night, and will re-
turn to Waimate on Saturday.
Until then he will “probably go
out fer a few shots."
Constable Lemm was assist-
ed during the search by the offi-
cer usually in charge at Half-
moon Bay, Constable P. Dodds.
and Constables P. Wright and J,
Harris,

Mr Bird said last night he was
still shivering, even after 2 hot
shower, and that he was feeling
a bit tired, but otherwise “ail

right,"

[
RED DEER FOR SALE

{
sELECTION 3 year old Stags. Been behind wire § :
few hinds. Reasonable or%?: considered. e

Phope 134 or 104 MOSSBURN

considered. Phone Dickens 195

Ryal Bush. 15840

'G WEANER Hinds at $1000. ]
aged hind at $400. Contact
Douglas Brothers. Phone 1-O
Mossburn. 16822

to $15 million and I conﬂdently drive \f‘.?hiﬂ'ﬂ, but had to W&‘].B 15853
estimate our net profit for the P I . some distance to the crash site =
| year ended March 31, 1981, will OVET Steep rugged country three T —ET
1 be.at least $1.8 million. Gam e E x 0 r t er xilometres south of the Red but, | RED DEER QUALITY FARM. FOR SALE: 24 ear old farm
The four companies which - ~ /on.the Mount Misery road, Trained deer ofallages and sex. A |bred Stags. Phone 637 Arrow-,
have been placed in receiy. 5 (.. T'wo helicopters, one from Any reasonable offer will be townevenings. 16910

|~ 9 Lo®
-

Recreational Hunting Areq

Wellington Reporter
The Blue Mountains recreational hunt-
ing area is now formally gazetted, the
Director of Environmental Forestry for the
Forest Service, Mr Ken Miers, annomnced

yesterday.

The Blue Mountains area in West Ofazo
first area of its type to be for-
mally set aside for recreational hunting.

The 22,300 hectare area has good access

relatively easy hanting, and contains one
of the oldest fallow deer herds in the coun-

is the

try.

*“ This area, and others in the process
of formal gazettal, will ensure that hun-
ters can enjoy their sport without com-
pelition from commercial wild animal eon-

gazetied recreational hunting areas, mnless
the condition of the vegetation deterioratos
to a level where additional control is

needed.

hunting areas was
mal Control Act of

—

The provision to set asie recreational

made in the Wold Ani-
1877.

It was included hecause commercial
operations had, in a comparatively short
time, made significant inroads into the
deer population in many parts of the coun-
try,”” Mr Miers said

“But the helicopters themselves had fo

be more effectively controlled.”

It was decided

At the same fime it was recognised a
balance is needed with recreational hunting.

by the Government to

set aside special areas where wild animal

{rol operations,” Mr Miers said. . Conirol is affected by reecreational hunt-
No commercial hunting is allowed in ing alone.

m;—'




PACIFIC HELISALES LTD|
~ HELICOPTERS FOR SALE

component times From $135,000
HUGHLS 300's Selection of 5:Heiicopters available, geod tidyf

machines Frem $50,000
BI:LL 47's 3 Helicopters available From $27,600

I'wo 47 SOLOYS very low component times from $14¢,000
bd89AIRCRAFT FOR SALE <-3-!'7

PIPKR CUB 150, new c of a, engine 1500 hrs to run, new paint, }

1957 i $15,500
CIZSSNA 185-300 1973 engine 700 hrs to run, prop 100 hrs, S.O.H., ¢
of a, dur Dec., 1983, King, Nav/Com, VHF, Cessna Adf, HF,
new paint very tidy $45,000|
CL:SSNA 180B, 1960 engine 1100 hrs to run K motor, prop 900 hrs to
run, c of a Oct 1982, HF & VHF. new paint and upholstery, very
nice - 32,000
CLEISSNA 172's 1978, TT 803 hrs. Nav/Com, digital A.O.F. likenew
. $34,000
19704000 hrs, engine 300 hrs torun. Nav/Com, YHF, new paint
$23,000
1956 8000 hrs, engine 1600 hrs to run, new cof a, King VHF, tidy
$15,500

AUS[I:R-LYCOMING 150 engine 100¢ hrs to run, VHF, all
electrics, cof a to 1983 $15,000

FINANCE AVAILABLE IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
~ Contact: LEX CHAPMAN 7405 RANGIORA

» -

Deer At Island

Sir, — The use of 1080 poison -
art !s!and should be depil):red b:rneitee;-
cmem:e{esteﬁm the Island inany way.

I don’t mean so-called conservationl
groups who visit the Island once ev:
five or 10 years or when they are invited

e ————

by the Government departments as a;
cover for their activities. Practically!
the whole Island is covered in bush and’
the interest in so-called dieback to the

: small coastal area is a waste of time:
and taxpayer's money. All these areas,
used to be grassy clearings. It is only
since the deer have been shot off that
they have become covered in bracken
up to two metres tall, which is choking;
the growth and causing the most dam-;
age.

Stewart Island is practically the only

. place in New Zealand where a whitetai!

' deer can be taken by the recreational
hunter, of whom there are hundreds if
not thousands.

If someone by the mere signing of a
name can change all this and take away
!'rom these people the pleasure of hunt-
ing on the Island, [ think we need to look |
for 2 new system. So come on Stewart|
Isianders and others, speak up and stop‘
this blatant disregard for human rightsi
now. . f .- |

EHe s

Halfmoon Bay

i

N. R. Hamilton

FIORDLAND NATICNAL
PARK BOARD

HELICOPTER ANIM AL
RECOVERY

THE Fiordland National Park
Board is at present undertaking
a review of helicopter animal
recovery operations within the
Park and invites applications
and/or submissions from inter-
ested helicopter operators
based in Southland or Otago.
These close with the Secretary
Fiordland National Park Board,
C/- Lands and Survey, Box 826,
Invercargill or 4th Floor, Men-
zies Building, Esk Street, In-
|vercargill at 1 p.m. on Monday
July 21 1980.
B. R. TROTTER
Secretary
19206 -

775

HUGHES 500’s Selection of 9 helicopters availabie with varying! -

H

|Mr Kerry Mawhinney. senior

7/7

The trial area is over a 2km-
wide strip from Port Adverture
in the South to Ocean Beach in
the north.

Traps will be used to catch
opossums and the 1080 gel for
deer.

The trial is a further stage of
research into the lack of regene-
ration of forest damaged by salt
spray and gales. G
Damage to the island’s coast-
al forests has been causing con-
cern for some time and deer ap-
peared to be primarily
responsible for the lack of rege-
neration.

The special 1080 poison gel
was developed for Secretary Is-
land in the Fiordland National
Park, and the techniques have
been used there effectively and
without damage to native fauna
for several years, according to

environmental ranger with the
New Zealand Forest Service in
Southland.

snips and bends the branches of
trees and shrubs that deer like
best so they can be easily
reached. Poison gel is-applied to
the underside of a few leaves.

There is littie threat to bird-
life, because few birds have
preferences similar to deer, and
the baits can be placed out of
reach of even the most curious
.ground birds, Mr Mawhinney
Isaid.

The operator wears gloves
which are kept buried in the

| ground when not in use so that

Part of the damaged coasta

. The New Zealand Fo
opossums on part of Stewart Island.

larea of StWart Island, where 1080 ge

1 poison will be used in a trial to

eradicate deer and opossums.

vegetation. They also protect
the operator while he handles
the poison. e

The trial strip will be divided
into three seclions — one
treated with high density poison

ef

Stewart Island Poison Trial
For Deer Control '

rest Service will use 1080 poison and traps in the trial to control deer and

fect of the control methods on|consideration will be given to

native fauna. and the Nature using these methods over great-
Conservation Council has beenler areas of Stewart Island’s

invited to observe the OPer-i, .4, gamaged coastal forests.

ation.
If the trial proves successful,

Mr Mawhinney said.

and one untreated. The poison-
ing operations and their short
and long term effects on deer
numbers will be closely mon-
jtored. )

The operation will take five

or six weeks to complete, and
will take place in spring or sum-=
mer. Pellet surveys to assess
the density of the deer popu-
{ation will be dene before and
after the poisoning. Staff wi_ll
also try and find deer killed in
the operation, and perform au-
topsies 1o build up information
on the island’s deer population.
During the trial signposts will
warn the public the poison baits
have been laid in the area.
wildlife Service scientists

please.

P R E———

‘the human smell, which fright-} |
jens deer away, is not lefton the.

bait, one with low density bait, —

have been invited to monitor the:
The operator ties dewn oOr |- -

6 WAPITI STAGS. Rising 3 year
olds, 5 mature hinds, 10 weaner
hinds. All farm bred. Phone
358-234. Genuine enquiries only

e Ll
2} [ o
/ YO

e 2y §

1
RED DEER

mixed sex deer in any number to sult the;
er)t{:hEal:e?f ?iﬁ:rice. These deer were irap caught and _ha;;e See““.
regularly handled so that ail are wire and yard trained. _wgy
quiel in fat condition. My animals are always exuar;:tl i{
nandled before sale and 1 am particularly mter_t:gv 8L
establishing permanent clients so prices are competitive.

week written guarantee.
L. SHAW

NAPOURI 664 :
Phone MA e

Limited Number of Farm Bred:
WEANER HINDS
WEANER STAGS

Speciality Line to offer:

4 /;o
25 M/A HINDS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Phone:

or

12

RED DEER FOR SA,-E

A. A. Bradley

B. R. Irving 416 Te Anau

77-760 Invercargill

18579



The eight hinds and two stags
will benefit from new facilities
installed in the deer compound,
including a circular yard with
revolving gates and adjacent
dark rooms which will allow in-
tensive handling of the animals.

The special yards and rooms
are designed to facilitate in-
struction and training in deer
handling and management.
They will also be useful for re-
search programmes on disease
control and prevention, para-
'site control, reproduction,
blood and hormone studies, and
antler growth investigations ac-
cording to Dr Peter Wilson of
the veterinary clinical sciences
department,

But the principal purpose of
allowing students to learn prac-
tical methods of vaccinating,
sampling and restraining deer
will be kept to the fore, with
safety aspects emphasized, he
said. Mr W.S. Morris, of the de-

Special Deer
Established

Red Deer from the Tararua ranges, captured by the New Zealand
Forest Service in January and February of this year, have been established
in a special compound at Massey University, and it is mtended that they
will become the nucleus of a breeding herd.

partment of sheep husbandry,
will be managing the compound
with Mr P.H. Whitehead of the
same department, as super-
visor.

Less Excitable
According to Dr Wilson, Ta-|
rarua deer are among the least
excitable of red deer captured, |
and this gives an dvantage in
handling. All of the hinds are
presently assumed to be in calf,
and it is hoped that at least six|
fawns will be born in the herd;
later in the vear. Deer seldom}
give birth to more than one calf !

fered to the university by a|
Hawkes Bay'deer farmer, and it
is hoped that similar donations
will occur. Since the projectis a
non-profit-making venture, it is

from the sales of velvet and oth-
er products will be used to cover
operating costs (the university
funded the initial stages of the
project at a cost of $15,000).

Compound
The compound fencing is 2m

anticipated that any income |

rection of an advisory com-

each year. A hind has been of- |4

'high cyclone 6 inch tightlock
‘netting, with ‘external-grade
plywood used to wall the yard
areas. At present, 2.5 hectares
of terrace land furnish grazing
| for the deer, but there is a possi-
| bility of a iarger area of land
being used for this purpose in
i the future. The holding pen has
| been designed to accommodate
30 deer at a time, and the graz-
ing areas are divided into five
| paddocks.

The compound is located on.
the university’s sheep and beef
cattle rsearch and development
unit adjacent to the campus,
|and it is anticipated that it will
become a regular point of inter-
est to university visitors. A
small, raised ' ‘viewing gallery”’
has been installed along the side
of the circular yard to facilitate
demonstrations to students,

who are interested in deer hus-
bandry.

New Science
Those in charge of the com-

pound emphasize that since
deer farming is a com-
paratively new science, new '

, methods and concepts must be
‘emphasized The use of prac- '
tices common to the handling of |

stockmen, and visiting farmers

sheep or cattle could have dis-
astrous results.

The higher fences to restrain
the animals, plywood walls to
keep them from being alarmed
by movements of stock handlers
or machinery, and darkrooms
to allow them to be handled at
close quarters (they become
immobilized when their sight is
impaired by the use of dark-
rooms), all emphasize these dif-
ferences. Additional methods to
enable the efficient handling of
deer are likely to be learned as
the programme proceeds.

The administration of the
deer compound is under the di-
rection of an advisory com-
mittee appointed by the univer-
sity’s council, and involves
members of tha agricultural
and horticultural sciences-and
veterinary sciences faculties.

The administration of the

?%gtpound

at’ Massey

mittee appointed by the univer-
sities council, and involves
members of the agricultural
and horticultural sciences and
veterinary sciences faculties.

Professor R. D. Anderson,
head of the department of sheep
husbandry, is the chalrperson.
and other members are vice-
chancellor Dr A. Stewart, Pro-
fessor A. R. Frampton, Profes:
sor E. D. Fielden, Dr C. F. Wii-
son, Dr P. R. Wilson and Mr P.
H. Whitehead.

The committee members
have diverse areas of wxperise,
but all have an interest in deer
farming in New Zealand.

Problems of deer handling,
breeding, animal health, veni-
son quality and antler velvet
production will be studied with
3 view to helping provide an- !
swers to many of the questions
that prospective and current

—

deer compound is under-the di-

ing.

gcIsl:.md

Sir, — The write-up in the pager oo
Stewart Island, on July 7, with its one
misleading pheto, gives the pubiic a
| false impression of the total Stewart Is-
land forests.
Is the Forest Service gmng for total
eradication of the unique whitetail
deer? This area of their poisening oper-
ations is one of the more easily acces-
sible areas on the island. After shooting
the island at intervals over the last few
years, I have not found that the animals
browse much further than a kilometre
into the forest, so surely the deer can’t
be blamed for all the damage.
What happened to the reports of the
1080' trials' which: were done on other
parts of the isisnd?
Is the Forest Service going to pay for
the: 1080 poisoning eperation with the
opossum: skins which they are going to
trap?
Who is doing the trapping?
1 Why has this heavy trapping not been

‘carried out over the last few years as
the opossums have been doing more
damage than the deer.

Keen Island' Stalker

a2

Mataura

; [Asked to comment, the conservator
iof forests, Mr K. W. Prior, said: “the

deer farmers are presently ask-

photograph in The Seuthland Times Is\
typical of Iarge areas of coastal forest l
on Stewart Island. The present trial, in
which 1080 will be sed, is to try to de- -
termine ‘the role played hy deer and
opossums in preventing the regeners-
tion of this type of forest to its original
state. The area was chosen because it
has a number of suitable factors which
.offe'r the besit chance of gaining the in-
formaton sought. Notably forest die-)
back is severe over large areas, deer;
population is high and epossum popu-'
fation is moderate. 1080 was used ir the
northern portion of the island against
opossums in 1976 but the reports do not
cover the information sought in this
trial. The opossum trapping has been
completed by Forest Service staff but
no skins were recovered. Operations
are not financed by the sale of skins.
The question of animal damage to vege-
tation should be resclved by the trial
and it is premature to suggest that gne
animal does more damage than the oth-
esi™]

l10?0 Operation On Stewart
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| The owners of deer capture

' Recovery
Of V?json
' There appedrs low re-

turn o venisen recovery rather
|thian live deer recovery In the
Fiordland National Park.

At a meeting of the board,
yesterday, a report from senior
ranger, Mr E. Atkinson, said a
recent meeting with helicopter
company represeatatives con-
firmed that the current tight-
ening in the market demand for
live deer had reditced cash flows
This meant there was a situa-
tion of supply exceeding de-
mand.

By contrast, Mr Atkinson
said, the venison recovery mar-
ket had climbed siightly and
SOMe companies were paying
moere attention 10 sheoting, par-
ticularly stags. in order to
maintain viability with an as-
sured monthly cash return.
pens were aise feeling the
pinch.

There have been several
reguests from them for an ex-
tentton of credii on permit fee
payments, Mr Atkinson said.

Twe pen owners. had their
pens for sale.

Deer at Massey Umversuty

‘ Return To

DEER FOR SALE

FRESHLY Capmred Helicopter Red Dser for sale at back of
. helicopter prices. Captmed by experienced crews using modern
. captured techniques.
Deer available from depots at Haast, Wanaka, Alexandra

and Te Anau.

Prices up ull.November. 1880; Adult Hinds $400. Yearling

Hinds $350. Weaner Hinds $300, Stass $3. SzerKg live weight.

Prices from November 2 1980 wiil

ADULT HINDS

YEARLING HINDS

WEANER HINDS

STAGS '$3. 30perkgllve we
{lh;;se reduced pricesallow for risks associated with hi
in fawn)

Terms: Cash on possessien from above deposits.

period wishing to be supplied.
Write to:

o s TR

ALPINE HELICOPTERS LTD,
~ R.D. 1, CROMWELL

Protection
<For
eer Herd

(P.A.) WELLINGTON, |

The sambur deer herd m
Manawatu is to be proteﬂted
. the Minister of Forests, MII

Venn Young, announced
J

The number of sambur deer |
in Santoft and Waiterere State
forests has dwindled over the
last few years, and a study of
their numbers and distribution
is being made by the Forest
Service, he said.

. “*No commercial or recrea-
tional hunting permits will be

until the study is complete, and
it is hoped that sportsmen and
landowners will co-operate in
protecting any deer on private
land.™

The survey is expected 1o
take about five years, and will
determine whether the sambur
hesd 2 he managed for recre-

ativino: £ .

If it is ! ' there are in-
sufficient animais, or that hunt-
ing directly conflicts with other
recreational uses of the forests,
'the herd may be relocated in
‘some other forest with an exist-
ing deer population, the Min-
ister said

Sambur deer do not inter-
"breed with other deer species,
and the only other herd is in the
| Rotorua lakes region.

Sambur are large deer with
distinctive antlers, and are a
trophy much sought after by
deerstalkers.

issued for sambur deer hunting |.

Yearling HINDS
Weaner HINDS

RED DEER FOR SALE
M/A STAGS
Yearling STAGS

! leltl‘.d Number of Red Deer:-
M/A HINDS /
Weaner STAGS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Phone:
B. IRVING, 77-760 INVER(‘ARGILL
or
A. A. BRADLEY 416 TE ANAU.

mpfm

hemg

Intending purchasers write stating ty7 of d"er reguiredand

735




FALL OF THE

WILD: DEER
HUNTERS ARE

L IN THE GUN!

——— e

; -3

COON sit in the boom years . . . agents would pay spot
cash. Times have changed.

:Hunﬁng Permit Changes
‘For Blue Mountains Area |

-3

<[ Se Staff Reporter; ’
TAPANUL. — With the gazetting of the Blue Mountains as the first recreational
hunting area in New Zealand, some changes to permit issue are being intreduced.

Permits will now have to be| It will be illegal to sell wild| However, dogs will still be

ick i |animals shot in recreational allowed for pig-hunting.
4 ]flmm thte pomtt l:ef!hu I?insareas and it will be a|, 'he district ranger, Mr A.
issue and all permits must be | hunting areas, V. Fuller says the Blue Moun-
returned with the kill return legal requirement for each|iains is 2 unigue area and the
completed. Suitable boxes mll|hunter to carry a permit. " | Forest Service has been re-
, be provided for this purpose. Camping and the lighting of | ceiving about 120 reguests a

Blocks will be ballotted dur-|fires will be prohibited and_ n_a!_munth for permission to shoot
ing April, and will include the|dogs will be allowed for point- in the Rankieburn sub-division
‘roaring season. ling deer. lof the Pomahaka forest.

THE bubble has
burst * for the
wild deer meat
industry.

Packing houses
processing wild deer
have closed down,
shortened their hours
and reduced their staff
as shot game being
recovered for the ex-
port market has
diminished.

Relentless shooting
and a boom in live
deer capture has made
previously gilt-edged
game '  companies
suffer a severe down-
turn in profitability.

The contrast
between today and the
1960-70 era, when ex:
pansion of the industry
was  incredible, is
marked.

Long ago some
redicted that meat
unters would shoot
themselves out of bu-
siness. And basically
this has happened.

Today a toned-down
industry subsists on
lean tallies and hope
" of future support from

the in-vogue deer
farms once consistent
slaughtering begins.

Glamour
The industry will be
remembered as a top
export enterprise; a
: commercial scene of
impetuous progress,
glamour —. and often

shortsightedness.
- Venison was export-
ed as early as the
1920s, but this venture
was never expanded.
However, in 1959 a
West Coaster formed
West Coast Natural
Foods. He exported a
few locally shot deer
and the basis of a
multi-million-dollar
industry was set.

Another firm
promptly joined the
bandwagon. It hired 10
top guns and support-
ed shooting operations
with three jet boeats,
six Land Rovers and a
string of packhorses.
The backbone of the
industry was the
shooter. He received
9d a pound for clean
shot venison. (Now he
. receives $1.70 a kg,
- less 25 per cent taxg)
Early. expansion
was low key, but
hunters and business-
men saw the opportun-
ity to earn grand tax-
free money by shoot-
ing deer and selling

e e i e i,

——

the carcasses to a
meat’ buyer. .
~Gun-toting hunters
were unique char-
acters from various
walks of life. Many
were ex-Forestry deer
cullers.

Processed venison,
hides, antlers and by-
roducts quickl
gecame a substantia
earner of overseas
funds. West Germany
was the prime
consumer.

. By 1962 the industry
had gained im-
provements resulting
from a survey that
urged the upgrading of
hygiene during

By
KEVIN J.

WHITELAW

recovery and
processing.

Excellent refrigera-
tion facilities, road
transport and light
aircraft’ became es-
sential in the effort to
get shot deer to the
factories in top
condition. :

By 1965 pioneer
firms like Graham
Stewart Ltd and Lug-
gate Game Packers
operated their own
helicopters for venison
recovery. The wild
deer meat trade was
revolutionised to meet
the challenge of extra
markets and demand.

Throughout the
country, agents com-
missioned by process-
ing firms set up their
“spot cash for deer”

businesses, armed
with a freezer and a
cheque book.

Within_  two years
150,000. deer were
being helicopter-shot
and recovered from
the. back country.
Ground hunters also
accounted for stagger-
ing numbers.

Snags

Briefly, the venture
enjoyed - a bonanza.
The - odd snags
appeared. )

Extra regulations
for licensing process-
ing factories which
exported venison were
instituted. A  con-
taminated shipment of
venison was detained
in the United States.

Again _ hygiene
methods were cri-
ticised, and during
summer general game
purchasing ceased for
the first time.

However, the wild
venison industry suf-
fered its hardest blow
in 1974.

West Germany, that
highly lucrative pur-
chaser, lifted an em-
bargo on imperts of

n game meat
and our days of
competition-free trad-
ing were over.

West Germany now
demanded . a com-
prehensive contract
with controversial
requirements.

The new regulations
caused a recession in
an industry now em-
I:;lcying a considerable

bour force. Game
factories actually
closed. i

A venture which had
in 1973 exported to
West Germany 3144
tonnes of venison was
brought to its knees
overnight. One year
later, a few .major
processors. were the
sole survivors of the
economic collapse.

Dump.e,d

The effects of the
1975 regulations were
still being feit™ by
Consolidated Traders
(South Island) Ltd a
few weeks ago. They
had to dump and bury
$300,000 worth of
stockpiled game meat
which had failed to
comply with West
German requirements.

Meat division and
game industry repre-
sentatives have
brought about the
forming of the Game
Exporters’ Associa-
tion, a vital link for
future venison trade
deals.

These days the
game industry is far
from sound, contrary
to the suggestion that
it'is buoyant and ready
for a taste of former
glory once range-
raised stock come to
hand.

It's changed scene,
dwindling as rapidly
as it grew. The only
thing really keeping it
going again is the
faithful ability of the
ground hunter.




Comment

|
|

: o Phone Murupara 586 or 446

i~ M Parricia Forsman took the e — Permit 3 =2 / a /‘-‘:>
time fo rch 1080 and its eff h 3 . . .
wouid ha?::iscovered lh‘a: 101';]6 it: ihg St = Regarding the use of 1080 ROt (P'i‘tg Hamcnlifitsizfif\r%gigre sus ended
most humane, safe poison devised, Itis SO0 00 Stewart Island, in the first Place | e roediso make an emergency p
biodegradable, non-cumulative, totally - !his land is Crownland. Itr eally belongs, landing in their helicopter, were 3
soluble, leaving no residues and hasdef. 10 New Zealanders. Does this give = Soung by a blazing fire when | | (P.A.)  WELLINGTON
inite, varying effects on target species Government department the power o Royal New Zealand Air Force Sy orest Service has sus-

7 : 2 ;. .destroyall our wildlife against the wish- m yester- | | pended the deershooting permit

Perhaps if she had examined the envi. searchers found them y. oo
ronmental reports on the subject — re. es of the peaple? : ) day, of_a helicopter company which T - ]
searched the mounds of technica] data Mr‘ Priqr says the 1080 poison in this They had been out shooting | |raised the ire of 3 group of | 3 . :
obtained during the 1ast 30 years on the case Is going to be evaluated on a trial  |\when their Hughes 500 helicop- Wairarapa farmers. ; : uoyan a e
effects on life and the eavis. : basis only. Geodness me, they have held ter developed a mechanical | | About 70 farmers at Makuri,

; onment, — these trials all the co I 9 i © | 36km southeast of Pahiatua,
o may have been able to discard pre- killed nearly ail the animalo oo aey.. e o Clax- | ‘have signed a petition con F'
; i : nearly ail the animals on Secre- e pilot, Mr e = I S > =

;g“cl?'"et‘}li;”rﬂuéildg??ge n’ﬁ::f ;5 tary Island, around the sounds in no | ton, noticed the fault and landed Jdm_ﬂi;s the shooting in the Pu- 0’ D ee r
dium monofiuoroacetate has rid r'ﬂew man's land. They know the destruction | |at Shale Shek aabounmet e 'Ikell?o!:k :m ‘ t, L5km wid 3 3
Zealand of the rabbit and opossum pest these trials can do, all right. e Pestobh gl "and 15?9{1,: ]:;lres borders n‘g : (P.A.) AUCKLAND
thus increasing the production. i I plead with the people not to allow’ We weren't really worried. farms and thers o aid L{.‘y Fresh confidence in the export market for

: =% o O bt Son on the Island. These | We switched on the emergency Belio el e d antl
primary exports, the gain from which trials may end up big cnes and cleanup | | beacon and sat down and wait- - l_copigfsl s scandmcﬁ;?d v and antler velvet was shown yesterday
enables Patricia Forsman end others .0 is Govern- |ed.” the passenger in the heli- [ during the lambing Bg at a bueyant, trend-setting Auckland
like her to purchase necessities like  Just about everything. This Govern Mr William Hales, said | 'Season
foodand warmthand, in fact, lifeitseif ment department is well known for e p : fBetion.

o
Poisonl‘%}ﬁo

action on our animals, When they're fin-

Pests Destruction Council would be
mostinterested in sensible suggestions,

HELICOPTER PILOT

56 =

—

Emergency
Landing

last night.

- Shooting |

Many of the farmers are
amateur deerstalkers and said

VENISON Recovery 300c prefer 1000 hour experience
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@ ;i 7 ir were s the | irming prices at the first| Puke and a number of keen!
. Itis appalling to me thatin thisageof  ished, there is nothing lefr. Just take lw?u%ip:g_;r ﬁﬂfﬂ"ﬁym the aerial slaughter for venison | major @"g ig the South Head re. | cras 1 lekiand bt
instant communications persons like ~ Martins Bay, -the Hokonuis. They've arrived back in Hanmer by4.30. | Would wipe out Puketoi's deer |- | gion fri Kaipara Harbour | with their sights still et o
Patricia Forsman cannot take the time  both had ir. | & (- population for good, | { ere judged to have stabilized| profits in s expandizg ind
10 be informed, A fact is not something D Hawkleas S The Forest Service in Pal- at realistic levels, following the dustry.
:;g:tr_zvm_ay be :égcaraed t:;cau;se an  puee fgzrsgguzm l;ll:ils cﬁ%ﬁ - ™ a year ago. An offering of 160 head ws
ive issue is being deba =lagain n— o L ar f At that tim dominated by red deer fiem th
suggest that she avail herself of some | g three-month permit at least un- reck Iessl?: pt;s&%cgu I?;-,‘ﬁﬁ%‘?,fg Red Hill property and from tel
;acts before going off the deep end into gr&;:“nm e?kmme otthe i 3o orefor o mature hind, big HaldoguStation ITI' South Can-§
vsteria. ' i e _ i . iterbury, but it included some
I'too am opposed to the destruction of DEER F OR SALE ' A vanganui helicopter com- Yesterday the same animal 'anowrydeef from’ other Jocallf
deer by 1080 poison, but I do kiow the my ;xmﬂs;oﬁsgﬁtaﬁrg: ;’:ui::e?'nlﬁngsw:t ?ﬁgouf!? S‘lﬂﬁ fal?‘:’n?i 1 havin
facts ahout 1080. Please suggest an at, | FRESHLY tured Helicopter Red Deer for sale at back of nih, thoug | Younge ) 4 Well pleased at having sold
ternative: t}?fe D_;?:s;f ¥ A ,.a;, | ‘helicopter prciacgs, Captured by experienced crews using modern , fg‘;ggm‘rt"‘l;';g'%e:’n ‘::s forest. | | 2;5‘6 ‘t‘;eggg S at anything from ?[!{I, n??h Sosgért:hdsrg?;émg;ag wlg |
i Gl Mk oEE captured technigues, ; . - ©€n suspended | | = _ sland,
SCArg Rroups and the Agricultural _ mDeer-avail:rl?le from depots at Haast, Wanaka, Alexandra too. The sale at Red Hill deer park | €r of Haldon Station, Mr James
and Te Anau. i} Question Locals  attracted more than 150 pros. | Innes, descnbehd the dszatle as the
- f Prices up till November, 1989; Adult Hinds $400. Yearling “"We want to question the jo-| | pective buyers including farm-' most buoyant he had seen thig
| Hinds $330. Weaner Hinds $300. Stags $3.30 per Kg live weight, cals on their hunting interests ]ers from Whangarg; and Te! SeﬁsAon. it Hamiads
weﬂces Prices from November 2, 1980 will be- - «and the helicopter interference ——— | “A year ago In Hamilton,
ADULTHINDS $350.00 | with stock,” said forest ranger said Mr Innes, ‘‘we averaged
Y EARLING HINDS $325.00 | Mr Bill Simmons, $3609 for hinds, but today, with
WEANER HINDS _ 8300.00 He said the Forest Service realistic f;)rn’:t’:s. was an in.
A ro-ved ~ STAGS #3.30 per kglive weight considered a forest’s size, loca. g*cgﬁlﬂﬁ of confidence in the in|
: (these reduced prices allow for risks associated with hinds being, tion, type of vegetation and suit- ustry. : .
' in fawn} ' ability for recreational hunting From Mr Innes' comments

(one unit),
(one and a]-;majr 'Et[seu. ‘
. =
o be shared with Alpine) and
the group Munro and Stewart, |

4 and S. Deaker (two
umits),

Dtgringthel&mmtbmﬂodo!
- the ";zm the two units coy-
ering area containing wapiti
Ibpalhcaaeduaﬂ!ehashul: Al-]
months),

mthéﬁmtorﬁasnotbang
F':gtgnguhefprelhemthofme
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Terms: Cash on possession fro

Intending purchasers
Write to:

’ 15 RED DEER

MIXED AGE, mixed sex deer. r
These deer were irap caughtl
over the last 4 monzhs. They |
have been yarded and handled |
weekly since capture and are |
quieter than most farmed deer.
My deer have returned excel.
lent calfing rates in the past, |
jReferences if reguired. -Cap- |
tured in the Doubt ful-Thompson
Sound area which has a de- |
served reputation for bigdeer. 6 |
Week written guarantee, Com-
petive price. Phone Manapouri |
664. 24592

WILD Porker;. I;h‘-:ne Te Anau |
502, 23851

write stati
period wishing to be supplied,

“Dee
ALPINE HELI
7[4464 R.D. 1, CROMWELL

m above deposits.

og type of deer requiredm; He said the
ketol would
Lo | E
COPTERS LTD,

Shooting Angers

|

before issuing commercial per-
mits.

decision on Pu-
not be made easier |
the fact that some local
rmers had been
{without permits

deerstalking |

. ! f

—

{ FARMERS interested in pur-
jchase of Feral Red Deer at rea-
sonable prices, Phone 66-756 or
67-448 39880

and those of Mr David Paykeil,
the managing partner in Red
Hill Deer Park, it was apparent)
that while the deer indusiry has|
lost some of its early steam it
has settled down to a sensiblej
level, following an aversegs||
market change and the adjus:- f
ment by the Inland Revenue De.
partment to standard values for
stock.

While antler velvar was all
the go in Hong Kong, Taiwan|
and Kerea, a goad market exists|
niow for velvet in those quarters
and venison in West Germany,l

'f{~ Farmers
(P.A) “;ELL{)I:?‘:TON
- A company shooting deer from hei opters EXPERIENCED
lnthe?utewlnmgeshasmgeredagroupof _
Wairarapa farmers. _ 1 |- HELICOPTER |
About 70 farmers in Makiri, | Itsaig mecompany had a per- : - SHOOTE.H ]
35 kilometres south-east of Pa- imi1 for live capture or killing off NIGHT SHOOTING REQUIRED for established
hiatua, have signed a petition [deer from August 12 to Novem- PROHIBITION {{Hughes 500D operation.
condemning me'mn?:?dnsﬁ and |ber 12and was aliowed an exten. ot ol ‘|  Applicants must e
plan to send it 1o P, for iston. = 1S I ! ; +|stantial experience wi
Pahiatua, Mr John Falloon. [~y o said the husters || ‘Pt spotlighting is pr Oliibiet "> land net gun. Also must be expe
i within West Tapanui, Rank lj .
They said the company seemed interested in venison leburn, Beaumont and'Conical? {O &; i nmedm“vedea. haﬁd]mg_:!
perm’ﬂ mwicoptersm’;g oty and na live capture was | ot State Forests (comprising| f m“ﬁ%g&ﬁkmm
being done. ' | the Blue Mountains Recreation.. | i - ;

. i | not fly- |
"‘%Lﬁﬂ?g;’ggﬁﬁz’g““hﬁa’é’& A lotof the farmers around . {al Hunting Area) and also Dus-; - : ﬁﬁ‘;‘ AL R ksl .
Wallace, said the aircrafy |like deer hunting — ‘ncluding; | ky and Pukerau Forest Blocks. | \l/ ;e
frightened theanimals at a erit- e~ so there’s an emoat ionalis-* |~ Offenders are liable to prose-l A y )
ical time of the year, running [sue involved 100, he said. | cution, 4 COI;!nn:ieggum
some into ferces or away from | “It's only & small forest and’ A. V. FULLER ﬁg“;‘a D, Ratos
their offspring. it’ll be cleaned out of deer jn a’ District Ranger S ot

Puketoi forest, about 1.5 kilo- |few months at this rate " Tapanui Methven 22130
{netre}:) '.:idem and 15 l;ilomeirr?z “Low Population” 39423 Phone
e oy oy sy farmsand | Wahlberg said (he last
it was impossible to fly over it
wilho.u: nearing paddocks, he |FOrest Service .~;urve{‘r of the —_—
: ’ forest, in 1976, revealed ““a low ;
i 1 o i i
- Inquiries by Mr Wallace and [PoPuletion of red deer. -
: "'Recreatignal hunting has
Walhibers: Bave. revanias ocen sble s Rupe o b0 | HUNTERS
; - [lation in check.
Taumarunul company was op. |!3ti . . _
erating the helicoprers, . Three months of aerial EDMONDS GAME CONSOLIDATED are now paving top prices
Not W siaughter will annihiiate the Py- for Venison Pork and ail by-products.
—e kelol's deer. ) Contact P. Roff, 33 George Street, Otautan. Phone 8174 or
Farnmers were not warned of | - The hunters are taking 8492 anytime.
the shooting but their inquiries leverything, caring for nothing = 41291
led to a letter from the Master- but fie cash value of venjson, = AR

ton Forest Service.

Mr Wahlberg sid. . !

————— e e e ——/——




“Fortunes of Deer Farmers
Plummeting =/

(P.A)

The fortunes of deer farmers are plummeting, according to the director-general of forests,

Mr G. M. O’Neill.

Antler velvet — considered a
tonic in Asian societies, has fall-
en from a top price of around
$286 a kilo to about $170.

And the antlers are not the
only part of the deer to depreci-
ate. The live animal price has
also taken a tumble. In Decem-
ber last year a yearling hind fet-
ched' about $2400 at sale, but by
March this year a farmer could
expect only $1400 for the same

animal. One unlucky farmer
sold 120 anjmals in March fetch-
ing an average price of $825 an
animal.

In addition, the Inland Reve-
nue Department has introduced
a standard value for live deer
for taxation purposes of $700 for
adult hinds.

The director-general’s re-
port, tabled in Parliament yes-
terday, estimated that as many

(CIAMIIE RGO KM REAGH ) IN QIR

ATTENTION HUNTERS
ATTENTION HUNTERS
ATTENTION HUNTERS

WE ARE NOW PAYING TOP PRICES FOR ALL
GAME. CONTACT ANY OF OUR AGENTS AS LISTED
G /920

BELOW

as 100,000 deer may be held in
captivity on New Zealand
farms.

Venison Market

And with velvet prices drop-
ping they might look to the ex-
port venison market. Deer
meat, he says, has risen to
about $5 a kilo on overseas mar-
kets, but he doubted whether
the industry was strong enough
to-start anv significant exports

SITE ADDRESS TELEPHONE SITE ADDRE TELEPHONE
—_— R —— - ———§ 3
Fiordiand Venison Limited, 833 Te Anau Mr V. L. Mahon,
197 Milford Road 876 Te Anau Glenary, 852, Riversdale
TE ANAU WAIKAIA
Game Packers (N.Z.) Ltd. 50-468, Cromwell Mrs J. F. Marton,
Melmore Terrace, Clo D. J. Jones Frankton, 836, Cromwell
CROMWELL CROMWELL
Luggate Game Packers Mr J. L. Saxon,
Limited 594; HaweqjFlat Beaumont, 186W, Lawrence
LUGGATE CENTRAL OTAGO
Southern Lakes Game Mrs D. Duncan, .
Foods Limited 41, Mossburn Ml o 32A, Wanaka
MOSSBURN CROMWELL
Mr R. Dawson, Mr B. Staite, .
20 Biigh Stréet, TR OTAUTAU Tl
TE ANAU 3
p I C. J. Suwnerland,
. MrH.J. Paulm, Ciifaen, 542, QOrawia
19 Cleddan Street, 825 Te Anau TUATAPERE
TE ANAU
Mr H. G. Dawson
Mrs M. M. Barnes i :
35-: Lieman Street, 8309, Otautau Colac ?ay',u 250K, Riverton
OTAUTAU s
Mr J. H. Edgerton, Mr B. J. Norris,
15 Papatotara Road, 146, Tuatapere Mussell Point, 820, Haast
TUATAPERE HAAST

Wapiti Petition .

Sir,— I have noticed numerous times
in your paper where people interested in
our wapiti herd and the petition that
went around to protect the outdoor
people, have inquired as to what is going
on.

I did see where the editor went to the
trouble of contacting Mr Young direct
and he said the matter would get atten-
tion in the near future. That was quite
some time ago. Is there something se-
cret going on? It is typical of the Gov-

: 7/"’/ %

HUNTERS
HUNTERS
HUNTERS

“grament — out of sight out of mind. ‘The

people wouid like to kiow this year, not
next year.

Our poor wapiti herd seeims to be gel-
ting no atteation at all. the petition is
sadly neglected. And those that are left
in our Crown land are left wide open for
a severe thrashing in the meantime.

What's wrong with the sg-called hn-
man race? Deer associations and recre-
ational hurters should get cracking and
get some use out of our Crown land. It is
past iime they had their say aznd meant
it. 1t is election year next year.

D. ‘Hawkless

Bluff

WELLINGTON

of venison within the next two to
three years.

The fluctuations in the mar-
ket for deer products have been
reflected in hunting. Helicopter
hunting, which became a li-
censed activity in 1977, has
changed over the past two years
to a live capture industry.

venison," the report says. ‘‘This

< being removed from the forest,
\and the number of deer held in
| captivity on deer farms is show-

ing a marked increase. Forest |

Service rangers have, in some
forests identified a build-up in
deer numbers, and have encour-
jaged a return to carcass recov-
‘ery as a means of control.”
There are more than 100 heli-
copters licensed for deer recov-
ery in New Zealand.

‘““Few operators now hunt for |

means that fewer deer are|

Because of increased demand
for live deer recovery permits,
it is intended that all Crown
owned land will be zoned into
three helicopter recovery cate-
gories. The [irst category will
be land open to hunting with few
| restrictions and the third willbe
closed to all helicopter hunting.

*“All operators must now face
the fact that Crown owned lands
| cannot be relied on as recovery

be issued on request for the open
areas, the restricted zones will
normally enly be available to a
Hlimited number of aircraft,”
the report says.

“Spotlighting On
«/.dncrease

An upsurge in spotlight imnting of deer in
State forests has been noticed by staff of the
New Zealand Forest Service’s Southland

2. conservancy.

An illegal activity, it involves
hunters driving along forest
roads, spotlighting deer and

. shooting them from their ve-
- hicles.

The activity was particularly
prominent in the western for-
ests, senior ranger, Mr Kerry

. Mawhinney, said yesterday.

" Spotlighting usually incredsed
~at this time of the year when
deer came out of the forests on
to road verges in search of new
grass.

Forest Service patrols were

- searching likely arees at night

-and :'(md caught one offender last
week. - [ -,

P

areas, as although permits will |

lsomelhing further away.

Searchefs Fi
Helicopter

W

A search involving several helicopters late
yesterday found two men and their downed
helicopter in Fierdland National Park.

The full-scale search was in-
itiated at about 7 p.m. after a
Hughes 300 helicopter was re-
ported overdue on a sheoting
trip. -

The helicopter, belonging to
Thompson Brothers of Te Anau,
left Te Anau at 5.30 a.m. on a
venison recovery mission in the
Charles Sound area. It was pi-
ioted by Mr Lex Wohler. Also
aboard was Mr John Barker, a
shooter. Both are from Te
Anau.

The helicopter was last seen
in the Charles Sound area at
10.30 a.m. When it failed to re-
turn to Te Anau by midday sev-
eral local helicopters made an
initial search.

Police were notified at 6.45
p.m., and immediately called in
Mr Bill Black of Alpine Helicop-
ters.

|
|
|

(P.A)

Greymouth police reported
on Saturday that the dead man
was Robert Norton, a Forest
Service ranger of Harihari.

Police said details of the
crash were sketchy but it ap-
peared as though the helicopter
crashed while on a deer recov-
ery operation and the pilot, John
Maclntyre, aged 35, of Haast,
was irapped in the overturned
machine for 13 hours after his
shooter, Mark Cust. aged 25, of
Paroa, had climbed down the
tree and gone for assistance.

_ Mr MacIntyre received bruis-
ing in the c¢rash and was treated
| at the scene.

Poiice believed Mr Norton
| was flung from the helicopter
when it overturned.

Mr Maclntyre was eventually
cut free by Constable Roger

However Mr Mawhinney
said because of the open forest
policy and the accessibility of
forest roads it was difficult to;
cover all areas.

Penaities for the offence

The Rescue Co-ordination
Centre in Christchurch was also
alerted, and took over control of
the search.

Shortly after 9.30 p.m., one of
the searching helicopters pick-
ed up an emergency locator
beacon and tracked the Hughes
300 to the Freeman Burn off
Lake Manapouri. The two men
were fit and well and the heli-
copter undamaged.

Police in Te Anau said last
night the machine had appar-
ently been running low on fuel,
and had been landed as a pre-
cautionary measure at about
11.30 a.m.

It was not equipped with ra-
dio.

Police expected the helicop-
ter would be refuelled and flown

| ter appeared to have been flying
jat 70 metres when its engine

back to its base today.

"Copter Crash

17/4/$®  GREYMOUTH

One man died and two were unhurt when a
helicopter crashed and overturned in a treetop
in the Arawata Valley region of South
Westland, 40km south of Haast, on Friday.

Man Killed In i
|

Millard, of Haast, and Mr Kevin
Hallett, of Alexandra.

The rescuers were lowered
into the tree from a rescue heli-
copter and tied on.to the
branches. :

“Touch and Go”

“It was touch and go as to
whether we would knock the
helicopter out of the tree as we
worked to cut him free,” Mr
Millard said.

The rescuers used a chainsaw
to cut through the bulkhead at
the rear of the cockpit and|
through the pilot's seat.

*“We had to take him through!
the back because he was wed- |
ged between the trees and the |
seat,” said Mr Millard. ‘‘He
was extremely lucky to escape
with cuts and bruises because
his 'crash helmet was
'smashed,’” he said.

Mr Millard said the helicop-

failed and the machine crashed
into the tree in dense bush.

It slid about 10m down the
tree before coming to rest vir-
tually upside down on the
branches.

“It would have stopped 150
feet in the air and we were
lowered down to it — it was one
great big tree,” said Mr Mil-
lard.

Rescuers were on the scene
at 5 p.m. and finally freed Mr
Maclntyre about an hour and a-
half later. '
- ""He knew how lucky he was
to still be alive and that the heli-
copter may have fallen out of

could be severe, involving fines

and confiscation of gear.
Spotlighting was illegal for a

number of reasons, Mr Mawhin-

ne{ said.

t was difficult toidentify ani-
mals at night and farm stock
were at risk. It was also diffi-
cult to identify tackground at
night, and a shot fired at an ani-
mazl at a short distance could hit

-

the tree at any time.”’
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The officer-in-charge of the Forest Service at Stewart Island, My Ron Tindal,
brings members of the Wild Animal Advisory Commiltes nshore at Chew Tobacea
Bay on Monday. The charter vessel, Monareh, is anchored off-shore,
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NOTICETO
DEER FARMERS

MAK DEER
CRUSH

for Velveting, Footrotting, drench-
ingand complete ease of handling.

2 All enquiries:-

. Phone 647
RYAL BUSH
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Dr Mills, from

life branch, has asked the Fiord-
land National Park Board to
reduce the use of cyanide in that
region

Mr J. P. Harty, the Fiordland
Park Board chairman, told the
Wild Animals Advisory Com-
mittee on Monday the board had
agreed to make an effort 10
safeguard the takahe.

It was possible the reduction
of takahe could alsp be attribu-
table 1o stoats and (he correla-

Cyanide Use |
Questioned

A scientist working on 2 t.“akahe suﬁrey in
the Murchison mountains, Dy

concerned about a further reduction in takahe,

the depart-
ment of Internal Affairs' wild-

J. Mills, is

a restrictet‘! system of bait sta-

tons. betw, Lake level and
166m abé\n\‘.mand were doing
usefu] patrol work.
They had “ibenastoat attacka
;?kahe and ‘had rescyed the
rd.
Mr Von Tunzelman sub-
mitted that the use of Cyanide
Perators would

takahe,

of the find-
kahe whose
been claused by cya.
he said,

ing of a dead \a
death had
nide,”

tion of deer destroying the
habitat of the takahe, Mr Harry;
said, |
The board has agreed to look
into the use of 1080 in the Mur-
chison mountains and will meet
Forest Service and Wildlii'e_r
Service representatives to dis-
cuss this matter today.
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Investigating
Wapiti

Relocation

Following
Minister
Mr v. s Young,

relocating wapiti

Fiordland Nationai
Forest Service and Lands and
Survey Department are in-
Vestigating suitable areas, and
methods of capture for tempo-
rary relocation onadeer farm.
The senior environmental
forest ranger at Invercargill,
Mr Kerry Mawhi reported
this to the Wild Animal Adviso-
ry Committee at Stewart Island
this week .
The Commissioner of Crown
Lands in Invercargill, Mr J. p.
Harty, said the riment was
|looking for a suitable area, pos-
sibly adjacent to the Fiordland
National Park.
Fhe wapiti would be held
there until a herd of sufficient

mals, which showed

strong wa-
piti characteristics
led.

was assem-

They would then be released

size, of between 200 and 300 ani- |,

a request from the

of Lands and Forests,

{0 consider |
from the
Park, the

L
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Export markets for deg
strictly limited at presem
cording to Mr Peter Way,
ager of Bergs Game

But because of this y
drop in deer prices p
sional Imnters are choosi
kill deer rather than
them live,

Mr Way said his firm
being supplied with guan
of deer meat from
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premises !iue#nue. Southern |

apply for deer slaugh
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‘Strong Support For
1080 Trial

The Southland conservancy of the Wild Animals Advisory Committee
agreed at 2 meeting on Stewart Island this week to strongly support the
Protection Forest Institute research programme for the use of 1080 poison

'on the south-east coast of the island, te be implemented by the Forest

' Service in February.

[ne committee studied the
die-back in the coastal rata-ka-
mahi forest at the island in 1677,
and moved then that the ban on
the use of 108C poison on the is-
lind be lifted,

The Minister of Lands and
orests, Mr V. S. Young, has
sgreed to permit the use of the
noison for a trial test in the re-
search area of about 15km by
il a kilometre between Ocean
Beachand Tikotatahi Bay, near
Port /Adventure, south-east of
Halfmoon Bay.

Every precaution will be
taken to ensure public safety
whilejthe programme is in prog-
ress, which is expected (o cover
three'months. The baits will be
iested at two-weekly intervals
10 assess toxicity.

Mr. M. J. Cuddihy, forester
for the Forest Service at In-
vercargill, explained the pro-
cedure of the operation aimed
al reducing the large numbers
of white-tailed deer in that re-
gion, and opossums.

Three Blocks

The 2000 hectares will be di-
vided into three main blocks
and assessments made into the
efficiency of natural bait poi-
soning as a means of controlling
white-tailed deer, research into
autopsy data to assess the
health of the deer population
there, with comparison made
with American data; research
into - vegetation, birdlife and
(POSSUMS.

Pre-poisoning assessments

on birdlife there has been ai-
ready carried out, including the
monitoring of kiwi and more-
pork populations.

The conservator of Forests at
Invercargill and chairman of
the Wild Animals Advisory
Committee, Mr Keith Prior,
said it was impossible to take
action on the issue which would
please everyone, bul he accept-
ed the fact that the experiment
would proceed and that the
deerstalkers would not like it.

“Personally I do not iike poi-
sons, but I dea’t think that 1030
use 1s a savage practice com-
pared with the use of phos-
phorous which the staff have
been instructed not to use,’’ he
said.

Although Mr Prior recog-
nized the roles that recreational
and commercial hunters should
play in Stewart Island forests to
control deer, he said there were
standards to be maintained in
forests and deer numbers had to
be compatible with the habitat.

A healthy forest had to be
maintained and action must be
taken on research to achieve
that end.

There was no assurance that
the 1080 operation would suc-
ceed, but it was one operation
which could be tried.

High Density

Recreational hunters had not
been able to reduce the deer
population adequately in the
south-east coast region where
density was described as from

moderate to high throughout the
Port Adventure-Ocean Beach
region.

Mr Bruce Sinclair, represen-
tative on the committee for the
Southland branch of the Deers-
talkers' Association, agreed
that the association was against
the use of 1080 and would prefer
that an area be designated to al-
low hunters to shoot the deer
out. :

The establishment of two
sujtable huts in the problem
area for Lhe use of hunters
would assist, he said.

The association agreed about
the damage to the coastal forest
and the need to reduce deer
numbers, .

It was said that some hunters
were obtaining permits to shoot
blocks, then spending much of.
their time holidaying and fish-
ing. That had been pointed out to
association members so hunt-
ing permits could be used to bet-
ter advantage.

Mr Don Lamont, the Royal
Forest and Bird Protection
Society representative at the
meeting, said there was a
strong lobby against the use of
1080, but the society realized
that until scientific research
found something better it had to
be used.

“‘Our concern is that the For-
est Service won't be put off the
research programme by public
pressure. We are behind the
prograimme and hope the issue
will not become political,”” Mr

Lamont said.

Matukituki Valley.

They had been liberated in
the valley.

When Mr Martin was report-
ing about a more noticeable
presence of deer in the Hunter-
Dingle Catchments in the Lake
Hawea watershed, Mr G. An-
derson of Alexandra raised the
point about a recent public noti-
fication denying access to the
Hunter Valley to private recre-
ation hunters.

Mr Martin said there had
been a mistake in the notifica-
tion and the station owner had
no intention of refusing access if
private huntérs with permits
identified themselves to him
and asked permission to pro-
ceed to the valley.

Chamois had also been more
noticeable in the Hawea water-
shed and pressure on those ani-
mals by helicopter operators
had not been encouraging, Mr
Martin said.

No Effort

There had not been any effort
in actual search and recovery.

With live capture now not
being economically viable as in
the past, operators may again
become more interested in
chamois, he said.

Careful surveillance by
chamois was being monitored
because they had become more
noticeable in population build-
up than deer or thar.

There had been 4000 opos-
sums taken in the Hunter-
Dingle catchments which rep-
resented nearly half of the Kkill
for the Lakes District.

In a report about goat control

Ground Hunters
Kill Wild Pigs

In a report to the Wild Animals Advisory
Committee at Stewart Island on Monday, Mr R.
K. Martin, the Forest Service officer at
Queenstown, said eight wild pigs had been |
killed by department ground hunters in the

~nansas aa

Forest Service

Sir,—1am very perturbed in the way
that the taxpaver's money .is heing
spent, or ] should say wasted by the For- .
est Service on Stewart Isiand.

I have heard that three visiting offi-
cials were flown by helicopter to the
trial poisoning area around Chew To-
bacco Bay on Stewart Island. As these
oificials required lunch, the Forest
Service saw fit to send their launch all
the way from Halfmoon Bay to Chew
Tebacco Bay, approximately one and a
balf hour’s sailing time, so that they
could provide the lunch required for
these people, who.then flew back in the
helicopter, and the launch returned as
well. Much slower of course.

With all the cutbacks in spending by
the Government, in fields like health
and education, not to mention the lay-
offs by Air New Zealand, haw can the
Forest Service justify this expense?
Irate Keen Island Stalker

26/[1 [<e

{Asked to comment, Mr K. W. Prior,

Southland censervator of forests, said: -

““Irate Keen Isiand Stalker is quite

wrong in his assumptions and what he

says he has heard, The facts were the
pariy was taken to the job by helicopter
and brought back by boat later in the
day when they had- finished what they
had to'do. If they had come back by heli-
copter, it would have been standing by
all the time at a considerable cost. and
the boat was the cheaper option. The

Forest Service rums its operation as
- economically as possible, and any other

questions of this nature should be dis-

cussed with me at ray office.” ]

Park and Kawarua watershed,
Mr Martin said. continual pres-
sure was wearing the goat popu- :
lation down.

It was imperative that the
present ground hunting pres-
sure be maintained to keep the
population at its present low
levels, he said.

More interest had been shown !
by commercial helicopter oper-
ators in goat recovery this year,
as the market for goat meat was :
more available and deer recov- |
ery over the winter was not
good economically, Mr Martin
said. L

More than 2000 goats were
taken by commercial helicop-
ters up to the end of October.

The figures for the past seven
years for goat destruction total-
led an amazing 91,000, and Mr J.
C. Aspinal] of Wanaka said the
figure justified the committee’s
policy in pressing the Govern-
ment for more finance for goat
control.

More emphasis on goat con-
trol within Mount Aspiring Na-
tional Park was the objective
for the hunting programme, Mr
Martin said.

In reference to the Green-
stone-Caples valleys (Lake
Wakatipu) Mr Martin said one
portable aluminium bivvy had
been flown into Fraser Creek
(Caple) to direct a few permit-
holders intc that area for a
more complete coverage.

A further three bivvies were
still required for key positions.

There had been some illegal
helicopter operations in the

Mataura

in the Mount Aspiring National

Caples, Mr Martin said.

New Killing Facilities For |

HIT

The Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries has allowed farm-
ers to shoot deer on their prop-
erty, in thé same way that deer
are culled in the wild. The veni-
son is then inspected at the
game packing plants.

The Ministry had realized it
would be uneconomic for com-
panies to build slaughtering
premises while stock numbers
were low, 0t

However, that dispensation is
nearly over, From March 31,
the deer will have to be slaugh-
tered at premises where both
ante-mortem and post-mortem
inspections can be undertaken.

Southern Lakes Game Foods
Ltd, a subsidiary of -Dunedin-
based Wilson-Neill Ltd, is in-
tending to add this facility to its
venison packing plant at Mos-
sburn before the new regulation
comes into effect,

The game meats manager of
the export division of Wilson
Neill, Mr John Scandrett, said
yesterday he-hoped slaughter-

Southland should be equipped
slaughter of farm deer next April.

{ing as “‘straight-forward.” A

ing would star( in March. No ap-
plication had yet been made to
the Ministry, but it was ex-
pected the building would be
ready in February.

He described the slaughter-

chain system would be used.

Mr Scandrett said it was ex-
pected the Mossburn plant
would be able to handle all the
farmed deer available for
slaughter in Southland in the
near future,

No deer numbers are avail-
able, but it is thought that of the
160,000-odd in the country, some
15,000 to 20,000 may be on South-
land farms.

Last year the Supreme Court
of the European Economic
Community agreed to classify
slaughtered venison as game —
that is, (the same as hunted veni-
son.

Important Decision
. That was an important deci-
sion for New Zealand — beljev-

with suitable facilities in tim

‘continuing importance of the

ed to be the only country in the

Deer in Southland “/*

e for stricter regulations on the

world which farms deer in large
numbers for venison— because
the import tarif[ was set atonly
5 per cent.

It-the venison had not been
designated as game the tariff
could be as high as 40 per cent,
which would mean a much
lower return to the producer.

The decision encouraged the
development of commercial
deer farming for venison here,

Mr Scandrett emphasized the

West German market, which
takes more than 80 per cent of
this country's-venison exports, -

Having the animals inspected
before siaughter would mean
the meat could be exported to
Australia and some parts of the
United States because it would
now pass their hygiene stand-
ards,

However, of a. preliminary
shipment of venison which had
been inspected before slaugh-
ter, the Australians had only

Mr Scandrett said the impor- |
tant thing about the West Ger- |
man market was that it accept- |
ed all the venison. There was |
also plenty of scope for further.
exports there.

In the peak years of 1975, 1976
and 1977, N7 exported a total of
4900 tonnes packed weight of
venison.

In the year ended in July, just
under 1000 tonnes were export-
€d. Production had declined
mainly because deer had been
trapped and not shot,

“Most farmers think that
once we get Killing facilities,
then hundreds of new markets
will be opened. That is not the
case,” Mr Scandrett said. ;

Wider export opportunities
would not be created immedi-
ately, he said. It would beacase
of developing both the product
and the markets, d

"“Producers must not under-
estimate the importance of the

wanted 56 per cent.

West German market,’’ he said.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO AL

DEER FARMERS

FROM

EDMONDS
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- Die-back Worse In Helicopter-Dee
Some Areas - Industry Hit -«

Changes in the past three years in the complex problen of the die- _
The helicopter deer culling and recovery industry in Fiordland is in
serious trouble, A prominent industry spokesman last night described the

back in the coastal rata-kamabhi forest at Stewart Island were noted this
week by members of the Wild Animals Advisory Com mittee who had also

N ————

studied the situation in 1877.

the Otago Federated Farmers
representative, said the south-
east region was in worse condi-
tion than on the last visit. Fus-
chia trees which were then
struggling to survive were now.
dead, and there was no regene-
ration on the forest fioor.

Some recovery was seen in|
‘the enclosures set up by the For-
est Service for research pur-
poses, and Mr Aspinall pointed
out the vicious circle — that
deer were ruining the envirop-|
ment, which, in turn, destroyed
the habitat and lood for birds.

Although 1080 poison could

‘ harm some birdlife, their exist-
ence in that deteriorating bush
was also limited.

The reasons for the die-back
are still a bit confused, but the
primary cause is attributed (o
salt.burn, occurring during eas-
terly enshore storms,

However, browsing mam-
mals in the area in large num-
Dbers play an'important role by
eating out under-storey and
seedlings, which further opens
up the forest and stops the rege-
neration of undergrowth to pro-
vide necessary canopy for the
future.

More Obvious

Mr.J. C. Aspinall, of Wanaka.’

In the north-westery sector,
regeneration had mostly. been
shade-wleram, sub-canopy and
under-storey species because
the podocarp canopy was
largelyintact, Mr Cuddihy said.

Black sooty mould, Similar to
manuka blight, which attacks
rata, and scale insect also on
rata, were not as great a con-
tributor to the damage cycle as
at first th f.

Mr Aspinall was delighted to

In the Yankee river ares,
north-west of Haifmoon Bay,
where die-back occurred at
least 20 years ago, earlier than
in the south-eastern region, the
pattern is more ohvious as rege-
neration of sorts is developing
as deer numbers are reduced.

! This area has been the syb-|
- fect of commercial helicopter
‘operations and recreational
hunters because of its closer
Proximity to the mainland,
making it more economical for
| commercial operators.

In this area, dead trees have
fallen, so do not present such g/
disastrous effect asin the south,
and the impression from the sea

fis of lush greenness, which, to
the inexperienced eye, would
appear to be healthy, |

Mr M. Cuddihy, a ‘Forest
Service forester, pointed out |

that where the coastal forest|
had died, water fern had sprung |
upalong a 14km stretch and had f
Srown to about two metres high .
and as far a8 66 metres inland. !

It was unpalatable to deer
| and caused a tough barrier for
rata or kamahi seedlings to pen-
elrate.

Any way of destroying that
barrier was not, at present, ap-
parent.

[n other areas, including the

same effect, inhibiting rata-ka-
mahi regeneration,

miro, are regenerating as the
deer are reduced, but stil] suf-
fer from exposure caused by the
| die-back of their rata-kamahi
| Protective coastal beit.
Recovery will be a long-term
process, and, as the chairman,
Mr Keith Prior, pointed out, the

south-east, coarse grasses, aiso |
unpalatable to deer had had the |

Podocarps, such as rimu and

forest will never reach the pris-
linestate it was in before the ad-
vent of deer and opposuims, and
people would have to accept a
{ modification.

See regeneration on the forest
floor up to a meter high in the
Big Bungaree Beach area, in-
cluding miro, rimu, kamahj,
rata and coprosma.

T signs there were not
fresh, as in the south-east, and
the signs of browsing were not
low down, .

In comparison, regeneration
Over the past three years in the
W Tabacco region was only '
about 5 cm.

Kill return figures and per-
mits issued, submitted for
Stewart Island between 1977
and 1980, by Mr Ron Tindal, offi-
cer-in-charge at the island, in-
dicated that this year 668 per-
mits were issued, resulting in
410 white-tailed deer being
killed, nine red deer and 2621 op-
(pOsums,

This compared with 1976-77,
when 261 permits accounted for
346 white-tailed deer, 15 red |
deer and 3322 apossums. |

The trial experiment tobeun- |
dertaken, starting in February,
will invelve the use of gin traps
for opossums. All trapped ani-
mals will be autopsied at trap
sites for standard data,

Tissues from rats and -cats
captured will be collected for |
parasite studies. |

Several comprehensive sur-'
veys have been undertaken by
the protection forestry division.
of the Forest Research Institute
in the past few vears into the
die-back problem, which in-
volved an integrated study last]
year of the vegetation and ef.
fects of white-tailed deer and
OpoSSUms.

The deer were introduced to
the island in 1905 and have sub-
Sequently spread throughout |
the area, showing a marked

L

- —_'__'_—'—-'L—-—_—._.__,_, £
ests. They reach high. densities
In those coastal areas where

they have been estabpisheq for
several decades, ] e

preference for the coasgal for- J '

situation as “the survival of the fittest.’

The managing director of Al-
‘pine_Helicopters Ld, Mr T, W.
Wallis, of Wanaka, said increas-
ing aperating costs, coupled
‘With lower deer prices, were
making the business « ‘very mar-
ginal'' for many operators.

It is known that some smaller
Operators have been forced out
of business this year,

There has been a coliapse in
live deer prices in the past six
months. A recovered hind,
which would have brought about

before then, is now selling
for only $500.

Mr Wallis said the downturn

could be attributed to high
prices last year — for tWe rea-
s0ns.
_ He claimed the Inlang Reve-
nue Department had introduced
an “‘unrealistic’” Standard val-
ue, based on the previous inflat-
ed prices. The result had been a
halt to investment in the in-
dustry,

More Licences

At the same time, the Min.
jI5ter of Lands, Mr V.S, Young,

‘had doubled the number of hel;. |

copter licences issued.

Mr Wallis described that as
“'the major contributor 1o com-
‘dlications that the helicopter in-
dustry is facing today.”

“In short,” he, said, “‘there
arefar too many helicopters op-
=rating for the number of deer
available, at present market
prices.”

The result was a competitive
industry which was, at the mo-
ment, “‘the survival of the fit-
test."”

In the 20 years he had been in-
Volved with the industry, it had
always been volatile.

“I've lived with a rapidly-
moving industry and a rapidly-
diminishing resource,”” Mr Wal-
lis'saig, ;

Nebody could predict what
the market would do in the fu-
ture. Only time would te]
whether the position improved

|or worsened.

‘are compounding the problems.
Mr Wallis claimed the cost of

4

fuel had trebled in the past 18
months, insurance rates and-
parts had doubled, and helicop- |cent, and BOW wWe are shooting 95

I prices and risen dramatical- per cent and catching 5 per
y. cent,”” Mr Wallis said.

marked shift in the emphasis of
the helicopter operations.

cattle, or whatever.

ator. you can either shoot and
sell, or catch and sell,” he'said.

Economics had determined a

“If you're a helicopter oper-

With prices at alower level, it
was quicker to shoot than to
“If you're a sheep farmer. ali catch, and, therefore, more eco-
you've got to do is sell wool and
meal. If you don't like vour re-
Lurns you can change to pigs or back (o live deer recovery if or

when the prices improve.

“The market as it is today is
hardly a business. I can't tell
“Economics decide what you | what it will be like in fiye
0. years,” Mr Wallis said. v

nomical.
There is likely to be a switch

; |
“Last year we were catching |
90 per cent and shooting 10 per

- Favourable Tb |
Figure «/wf

' In his report to the Wild Animals Advisory
Committee at Stewart Island this week, Mr A.
R. Diack of Dunedin, Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries representative, said 45 herds
were under Tb mevement control in the

g

—— - _—

Dunedin region.

This' roughly corresponded
with the Southland Con-
. servancy, he said.

Twenty-three of those herds
had had one clear test, while 22
had had at least one iest, with
,Oneor more reactors at the last
tesy.

The figure compared favo-
urably with the 69 herds under
movement control on August |
last vear.

~“We actually cleared 44

herds over that 15-month period

|but found another 20 infected
I herds,™ he said.

From the 69 original and 20

new herds under movement
control, the department found
and examined only 150 cattle,
with many of those being single
animals from quite large herds.
i More'than 80 per cent of the
‘animals which had received
posi-mortems were infected
with bovine tuberculosis, Mr
Diack said.

Last testing year, about
120,000 cattle were Subjected to
tests in the region.

“'There are stiil “*pockets’’ of
infected herds to be found in
East Otago, Lawrence-Tuapeka
mouth and Omarama.'

Despite surveys there was no
hard evidence that fera] ani-
mals had been involved in those
areas, he said.

More than 1000 deer had been
Tb tested in the region with
three reactors to the bovine Th
lest, but the disease was not
confirmed at the post-mortem
examinations.

Unlike Canterbury, Th deer

did not appear to be a problem
in the Dunedin region.

At present, deer did not seem

1o present a hazard to cattle in
respect of Tb infection, Mr Di-
ack said. |
The animal and health re-
search divisions had conducted
a survey throughout New Zea-
land to gain information about
the number of deer farmers in
the conservancy and other re-
lated data.
The information revealed[
many herds of deer were not |
Known to the Forest Service and
produced a factual figure of the
number of deer being farmed,




Wapiti Idea ‘Could

Be Sound’ 7/+

Attempts should be made to save Fiordland’s wapiti for sportsmen,
according to a well-known deerstalker from the Geore area, Mr Jack

: McKenzie._

Mr McKenzie, a former
Fiordland National Park Board
member, said the wapiti’s value
to the sportsman was mainly
because of the Fiordland back-
drop, and he is determined to
see the wapiti retained as a re-
source for future generations in
Fiordland or elsewhere,

In reaction to the proposal of
4 the Minister of Lands and For-

ests, Mr V. S. Young, for a joint
venture between the Govern-
ment, wild animal recovery op-
erators and deer farmers for
the capture and farming of wa-
piti, Mr McKenzie said he
thought it could be a sound idea.

Mr Young said that the Gov-
ernment was interested in pre-
serving a wapiti population out-
side Fiordland National Park
and that the .captured herd
would be established some-
where in the Southland-Otago
region, to breed for possible re-
lease elsewhere.

Mr" McKenzie said the only
advantage in establishing a
‘herd outside the park would be
to remove the wapiti from the
jurisdiction of the National
Parks Act, which states ‘‘In-
troduced flora and fauna will be
as far as possible extermi-
nated.”

Under Pressure

He said the Government was
under pressure to exterminate
the wapiti from con-

servationists, who beiieved the
| wapiti were competing for food
‘with the takahe population.

Mr McKenzie said deerstal-

kers would probably be sus-
picious of the Government’s
propesal, as the Government
could hand over any captured
wapiti to deer farmers, instead,
of hotding them for later release
for hunting.

Any deer recovery operators,
who participated in he scheme!
woulc need to keep a lot of the|
deer themselves, as the deer re-
covery industry was declining, |
he said. .

However, he said, if the Gov-
ernment would name an area
for the relocation of the wapiti
outside Fiordland National
Park, people would probably be
less suspicious.

Fiordland National Park’s
wapiti population is located
west of Lake Te Anau, in an
area of about 900 square miles,
stretching from Caswell Sound
in the south up to Sutherland
Sound, and from Middle Fiord
in the east to Worsley valley in
the west. The wapiti are hem-
med in geographically by the
sea, the lake and the mountains.

Mr McKenzie said a herd es-
tablished outside the park
would be easier to manage, but
would have to be fenced in.

TAIHAPE LAND AUCTION

“FOREST HILL DEER FARM”

1062 HECTARES FREEHOLD LAND
Situated on Taihape-Napier Road

To be Offered on account of

MESSRS CONSOLIDATED TRADERS LTD

To be Held at

CONFERENCE HALL,

TUI ST., TAIHAPE

FREDAY FEBRUARY 13, 1981
~ COMMENCING 2.00pm

WRIGHTSON NMA LTD have been favoured with instructions
from MESSRS CONSOLIDATED TRADERS LTD to offer by
Public Auction at the above time and place their Freehold
Property known as FOREST HILL DEER FARM.

CONTOUR From easy basins to high altitude

WATER By streams

COVER Approx 525 ba native pasture and tussock with scatfered
scrub and kanuka. Approx 537ha of bare tops, scrub,
light bush and mountain vegetation.

FENCING Approx 5 kilometres of siieep and cattle fencing and
approx 2 kilometres of new deer fence and deer l

yards.

BUILDINGS A set of huts form basic accommedation.
'AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Forest Hill is in the eariy stages of

development as a deer farm

and is located in true deer

- environment in high rolling country with an ideal balance of
suitable land for proper deer management.
Approx $90,000 has recently been spent mainly by way of |
fencing, buildings and in providing a formed ROW access

through Springvale Station.

Thie property is surrounded by a wilderness area and is the
| main crossroads for migrating and travelling deer herds. It
| enjoys access to a large tract of the Rangitikei River which has

some of the finest river fishing in New Zealand.

Forest Hiil provides potential for the further development of
deer farming, afforestation and sheep and cattle farming:

For further particulars and arrangements to inspect please
: contact:

WRIGHTSON NMA LTD MREINZ

PHONE 104, TAIHAPE
After Hours: D. J. Scitland Phorie 103 Taihape

63097

Big Drop in Dee/r' |
- Velvet Price """

Deer velvet prices have plummeted more than 100 per cent in the past
year, and many buyers have dropped out of the industry.

. The price drop has been
“caused by more velvet being
l'available on the world markets,
even though the quality and
quantity of the New Zealand
product has improved.

The field representative of
the Central Exporting Com-
pany, of Cromwell, Mr John
Smith, whose company is one of
the main exporters of velvet,
said yesterday deer farmers
would have to grow the type of
velvet sought by world custom-
ers.

‘“‘We have seen a lot of ama-
i teur buyers come into the in-
dustry, the majority of whem
have had their fingers burnt
through not knowing what they
were doing,”’ Mr Smith said,

“‘But these buyers have been
whittled out of the industry

| rather quickly over the past 12
months," he said.

.““Deer farming is a new thing
to New Zealand, and no one has
got around to culling out the
poorer quality velvet-producing
animals.

“I think with the amount of
velvet that is around, and the
price dropping frem $260 to only
$110 per kg this year, we are go-
ing to have to breed from higher
quality velvet-producing ani-
mals and cull out the poorer
ones,”” Mr Smith said.

Deer farmers would need to
see that an efficient venison in-
dustry was set up so that ani-

mals that had been culled could
be profitably sold.

“Only in this way can deer
farmers ensure that al facets of
their industry can absorb the
ups and downs of world mar-
kets,” he said.

If deer farmers wanted to
stay in the velvet industry, they
would need to be prepared to
grow the type and size of velvet
sought by world customers.

Because of strict health regu-
lations in New Zealand, velvet
industries have had to go to the
deer farms for their velvet sup-
plies.

But that had not created prob-
lems because there were so
many deer farms and deer,
which made the wild deer velvet
a minor market.

The New Zealand industry is
small by world standards, and
since Korea likes the bigger vel-
vet, buyers had to take what
was on the market in previous
years. But this year they had
been able to be more selective,
Mr Smith said. :

Two Korean businessmen
have spent the past six weeks in
Cromwell selecting and proc-
essing some of the 700kg of vel-
vet that they have brought from
the Central Exporting Com-
pany, which is owned by Mr Ron
Ussher, of Cromwell.

They were the Choyeng Nul-
san Company’s importer, Mr A.
Kwon, and pringiple buyer and

ALY

CROMWELL

AR
y BT £ 2

velvet processor, Mr H. Suh, of
Seoul, Korea.
“The velvet we have selected*
from Cremwell, though second =
grade, is still very good quality; =
and isof a type that we Koreans- -
like,” Mr Kwon said.
Both Koreans had high praise .
for the velvet compared with
the previous year's quality and
quantity. Mr Suh processed th
velvethe had selected himself.
*‘Last year, we bought 450kg -
of velvet from New Zealand in- -
dustries, and this year we have |
taken 700kg and we hope that it
will be even better next year,’
Mr Kwon said. o
*‘This year there is more vel- -
vet on the New Zealand mar--
ket,” Mr Suh said. “The velvet.”
has grown longer, and is of bet-%
ter quality. That is why we have'.;
taken more of it.” d X
The velvet .is processed "
through a drying procedure be- -
fore itis exported. This reduces
its weight by 75 per cent and
cuts freight costs.
The velyet is used in Korea
mainly for medicinal purposes
It is mixed with other medicines:
and about 30 different herbs be-
fore it is taken as a health re-
storer. Mainly older men use.
the product. It is used only in: 3
spring, autumn and winter. =32
“Velvet is a very expensive
medication for both the custom- +

a

v
. %,

er asd for the buyers to im

part,” Mr Kwon said. =

Checking some deer velvet
i at Cromwell are from left,
' the field representative of
the Central Exporting Com-
pany, Mr John Smith, office
manager, Mr R. Massey, the
Choyeng Nulsan Company’s
imperter, Mr A. Kwon, and
its principal buyer and vel-
vet processor, Mr H. Suh.

o
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examine the qualify of their |
stock. Mr Secandretl said that'
|some farmers ma

- Two Men Killed
| Helicc’}gpter‘ Cr

(PA)

Two men were killed and another seri
helicopter cartwheeled into a ravine

Wednesday night.

They were Mr John Baker, of
Tarawera, and Mr Bennett
Hutchings, of Ruatahuna, near

. Whakatane, both in their mid-| 8

| Their bodies were lifted out
by helicopter yesterday morn-
ing from the crash site, about
fivekilometres eastof the Tara-
wera tavern, on the Napier-
Taupo road.

The pilot of the Hughes heli-
copter, Mr Joe Collins, aged 30,
of Opotiki, is recovering from

his injuries in Taupo Hospital.
A hospital spokesman said
last night he was “out of dan-
er.”
Mr Collins lay in a crashed

machine all night untii he was ||

lifted out in a stretcher by a po-
lice rescue team about an hour
after the wreckage was sighted
at Bam vesterday. :

The alarm was raised about 9
o'clock on Wednesday night,

ously injured when a Hughes 500
in bush country near Taupo on

when the helicopter failed to re-

turn from a hunting trip.

——

In
ash

NAPIER

Tarawera tavern publican Mr
Tony Batchelar said the heli-
copter went down in high bush
country, with mist shrouding
the hilis.
Helicopters began combing
the hills by moonlight as soon as
the weather cleared about 1am.

The wreckage was eventually
found near the junction of the
Mokomokonui river and the
Matakuhia stream.

An inspecior of air accidents
visited the crash siteyesterday.

|
I
|
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Deer Killing
Proposals

Facilities

The faetory is owned by Sou-

to slaughter deer alongside 2
| Protessing factory at

Venison

Mossburn, may be built soon.
Uniil late 1979 Russia dig (fellow in many cases, he said.

thern Lakes Game Foods Ltd, 10t have legal entry into South
] rea.

but the venture is awaiting ap- |

proval from the Ministry of|g

Agriculture and Fisheries. |

likely to be the first in the!

first in New Zealand.

same meals manager for Wil-|

old for about

This year A grade velvet has

!

‘been seen included private land,

f

|

{ Mawhinney - said.
$100 a kg, some | fjes
50 percent below the price last

If built, the facilities are].year‘ {

_However, Mr Scandrett he- |
South Island and possibly the|lieves the price will soon stabi-|

{lise at about $115 a kg for!
Mr J. D. Scandrett the class A (velvel from mature!

stags.)

son  Neil Ltd. in Dunedin, Between 20 and 35 percent of
which has shares in the com.| New Zealand's velvet is sold
pany at Mossburn, said he js| o Korea. The rest goes to Tai-|

confident that should approvall Wan,
be granted, the plant should@pore.
be operational by April.

Hong Kong and Sing-;!

A team from Korea has Just]

| He declined reveal left Otago after spending time
'cost of the \retr.;tureve:r ttg: processing velvet at the Wil-

slaughtering capabilities of the
plant at this stage.

Animals slaughtered on the
prémises will retain the gamel

classification for export.

Deer
dropped significantly over the
past few months and many
farmers are being forced

 mainly for medicinal $
to| It is mixed with other medi-
cines and numerous herbs be-
fore being taken as a health
¥ have to|restorer.

{son’ Neil factory at Luggzate.!
Mr Scandrett said he believes|
the Koreans |
the product themselves, The
finer details of this stage de-
termine the aceeptability of,
velvet prices have the product on the market.

should process

The velvet is used in Karea!
Ses.

_In_crease in |
Illegal
Deer? %zfl;ltmg

A significant ease in the
number of helicopters illegally
hunting deer in ‘Southland has
been noticed.

Sightings have been reported
to the New Zealand Forest Serv-!
ice by staff, landowners and!
hunters, senior ranger Mr Ker-
ry Mawhinney said yesterday.

The areas where they had

State forest and Crown land.
Prosecutions were likely to

The illegal hunting was prob-
ably due to increased costs, Mr
Operators
were {rying to keep up their tal-

4
A secondary reason could be
a downturn in the number of
‘'easy" deer because of the in-
tensity of hunting, and oper-
ators were faking risks and go-
ing where they were not

| supposed to, he said.

Notices

e

POISON NOTICE
NOTICE is given that poison (in
the formof 1080 gel) will be laid
on Stewart Island in an area up
to 1km from the coastline from
the North Arm of Port Adven-
ture (Heron river) to the South
end of Ocean Beach.

The work will commence on
February 15, 1981. The area wiil

Deer Control
Trials :/-/s,

The 1080 poison
Stewart Island later
involving increased
be undertaken.

The senior ranger with the
New Zealand Forest Service's
Southland conservancy, Mr
Kerry Mawhinney, said the 1080
trial would begin on February
15.

At the same time two blocks
at the northern end of Port Ad-

 vVenture adjacent to the poison
‘area would be opened for a hunt-
jing trial, he said.

The recreational hunters
are keen for us to stop poison
trials so they can control the an-
imals by hunting,” he said,

"But so far, hunting alone
hasn’t achieved a satisfactory
measure of control.”

However, in two blocks rec-

|reational hunting will be in-

tensified and this trial will run
concurrently with the poison
trial. The same monitoring and
animal-vegetation comparisons
will also be carried out,

The block system on the is-
land and in other areas limited
the number of rifles in each
block.

Hunters' Wish

This system had been oper-

ated largely because of the
wishes of hunters, many of
whom paid a lot of monev to
come to areas like Stewart Is-
land,
When it was suggested the
block system be abolished in the
Blue Mountains there was
strong opposition, and it was re-
tained,

trial will go ahead on
this month, and a trial

hunting pressure will also

However, in the two blocks
opened on Stewart Island any-
one who wants to hunt there will
be able to provided they obtain a
permit in the usual way.

“Naturally there will be a
need for huntgrs l?d exgr';:lise
great care when identifyi
their target,” Mr Mawhjnng
said.

No other blocks on the island
would be opened in this way at
present,

Hunters would be advised of
the open blocks when applying
for permits and recreational
hunting groups would also be
told of their availability.

Groups such as the New Zea-
land Deer Stalkers’ Association
had advocated increased hunt-
ing pressure rather than poison-
ing as a measure of controlling
deer.

Up to Hunters

The hunting trial “will be
pretty much over to the hunters
to show they can apply the type |
of pressure that will bring about
a satisfactory animal-v
tion relationship,”* Mr Mawhin-
ney said.

“‘There are few areas in the
top two thirds of the island that
have what we regard as a
healthy relationship.”

He could not comment on the
outcome of the hunting trial,
Just as the outcome of the poi-
son trial could not really be pre-
dicted.

The publicity officer for the
| Southland branch of the Deers-
. talkers’ Association, Mr W. A.
[Bell,sajdhewashappytosee

this sort of effort (the hunting
| trial) resorted to.
| An attempt would be made to |
| get the maximum number of
hunters over in order to reduce
the number. of animals to a tol-
erable level. _

However, the whitetail deer
was a shy animal, and although
increased hunting pressure
would mean more animals shot,
many wouid still be able to es-
cape.

Also, Mr Bell said, many
hunters when going to the island
did not concentrate on shooting
the whole time they were there,
but carried out other activities
such as fishing,

Opening the blocks would
eliminate the problem of par-
ties booking them out and not
using them but preventing oth-
ers from legal access. But there
was also a certain element of
danger with various parties not
Il:nowing where each other was, |

e said.

jeull out the poorer quality vel-

€ > 2 be closed to hunting unil July i,
' vet-producing animals and in 1981,

Use of 1080 Poison

these cases slaughtering faci-! K. W. PRIOR ; .
11363 7 i Sit, — I am pleased to read that the
lélé:esalf]%l' venison would be in Conservator of Forests Stewart Islanders are seeing sense at

last and trying to stop 1080 poisoning. I
think that the Stewart Island people
should have a say in what they want on
theirisiand. [ hear that the Forest Serv-
ice has done a pellet count on the trial -
area, but, not a fair one as the count was
done around the ceast. In my opinion,; it
should have been done from Gcean

| The drop in prices has been == = il
caused by more velvel being
available on the world market.
even though the quality and
auantity of the New Zealand
product has improved:
Countries like China, Russia’

Machine;'y for Sale

and Alaska are now trading e ,
i ‘ jew aland’ . Beach infand to Mt Anglem.
‘;:,t:}, miggﬁa;. New Zealand’s: ?/-1 €i . - % g There isg‘;oo mgt.nhclédpmp;lg::ﬁl a;g
= I, ~ = & 100 many short-sighted peo 4
. HELICOPTER FOR SALE == & much power who don't listen to what the
Hughes 500 CI8, Done 800 hours & people really want.
; ¢ I don't hear the Big Game Hunters
For parts, component hours etc. Phone 104 or 134 Messburn, £ Association voicing their disapproval of
Southland. - s . 1080

SRR . i TR 5. 60340k

=== . ‘Keen Island Stalker
Mataura 3/ ’\TS’I
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 Minister in Favour Of
Limited 1080 Use *-*

If the 1080 poisoning programme on Stewart Island was successful and animal numbers
reduced, it was hoped the level could then be maintained by hunting aione, the Minister of Lands,
Mr V. S. Young, said in Invercargill yesterday.

The values of the island were
such that some sort of animal
controls had to be exercized, he
said.

Mr Young is in Southland on
tour with the Nature Con-
servation Council.

Answering claims by the New
Zealand Deer Stalkers’ Associ-
ation that there were no soil or
water values at stake, and no
threat to birdlife, he said these
could not be substantiated.

The forest on Stewart Island
was just as vuinerable to the
ravages of animals as any oth-
er.

Mr Young said he had
tramped the northern half of the
island within the last few years,
and also visited the Lords river
area.

“*Add to this evidence pre-
sented to me by the Lands and

Survey Department and the |’

Forest Service, and there is no
doubt the coastal forest, in par-
ticular, is being damaged by a
combination of deer and opos-
sums. As well, there are the salt
winds as a regular hazard.”
Unfounded

Mr Young said that claims by
the Deerstalkers’ Association
that damage was a result of cy-
clic weather conditions were
also unfounded.

There were adjacent islands
where there were no brousing

animals and- which had been |
subjected to the same weather |

conditions, but were not suffer-
ing the same damage as the
Stewart Island coastal forest.

Mr Young said efforts had |
been made by the Forest Serv- |!

ice for a number of years to en-
courage a greater intensity of

sportsmen hunting in the area, ||

but this had been ineffective in
controlling deer numbers.

As well, commercial hunting |-

had also. been unsuccessful, he
said.

“What we want is a well-or- |

ganized 1080 programme, of
limited duration, so-we can

compare the resuits of control
by poison with those of control
by hunting alone.

“The values of Stewart Island |

are such, particularly with its
flora and fauna, that we can’t
afford the forest to deteriorate.

Coastal Areas

‘*At present the threat to the |
forests is in the coastal areas, |
and it is to there on the eastern’

side that the poison programme
will be limited.”’

Mr Young said if the pro-
gramme was successful, and
animal numbers were reduced,
it was hoped the level of control
could then be maintained by

hunting atone

cases of absolute necessity, and

In fact if this was done it

eral years.

this is the situation on Stewart
Island.”

Mr Young said 1080 poison
was the only effective poison
that could be used against both
deer and opossums. i
Every effort would be made
to avoid the poisoning of non-
target species.

Referring to the question of
wapiti relocation, Mr Young
said a decision should be made
by mid-March.

Through its select com-
mittees, Parliament  had
reached the conclusion- that it

wou!d_ ensure a purebred herd of
wapiti was maintained under
the status quo.

The only hope of achieving all
these factors was to relocate
the herd outside the park, and
seek an alternative area where
it could be established, he said.

Mr Young -said about 10 pro-
posals on this had been received
from the public.

" He'had no idea vet as to where
the herd would go, but the Lands
and Survey Department and the
Forest Service had been in-
structed to make recommenda-

Mr Young said he could not|

say whether the balloting for|
wapiti blocks would continue|
during this period,

This had yet to be deter-'

mined, and would require co-op-
eration between the new parks,
and reserve board and the Gov-
ernment.

During his stay here Mr

Young will, along with the Na-
ture Conservation Council, visit
Lake Manapouri and look at the
power scheme and its associ-

was important for the manage-
ment of Fiordland National

tions to him.
It was likely whatever pro-

ated developments within a na-
tional park and visit the Catlins
Forest Park and the South-East

Park, and for the protection of

the takahe habitat, that the wa-
piti herd be relocated.

posai, if any, was accepted the

) Otago reserve before touri
operation would be costly, and |th . i ing

\would be undertaken over sev- |io

e Tiwai aluminium smelter
MOrrow. -

? | reational hunting area.

But the association’s national
vice-president, Mr John C.
Bamford, was reluctant after
the meeting in Wellington on
friday to release any specific
details of what had been pro-
posed to Mr Young,

He did, however, say his asso-
ciation had not changed its posi-
tion in regard to the wapiti
nerd’s relocation. “The associ-
ation is still very strongly of the
opinion that the wapiti should
stay in Fiordland because there
is no other area into which they
could go,'” Mr Bamford said.

_He emphasized that the asso-
ciation regarded an alternative
location as *‘suitable” only if it
was free of red deer and able to
be used and designated as a rec-

“It’s stupid to take an animal
.| put of an area when you have no
other place to put it,” he said.
“'It’s the association’s fear that
|{1f it was not involved in the pro-
posal then it would lose any con-
| trol over the wapiti herd.™

A two-week extension had
been granted by the Minister for
the final date for proposals to be
in. Mr Bamford believed sever-

everh T DEROn I

al interested deer-recovery |ation ho i
€ ped the breeding herd
groups and deer farmers, with-|would some day be returned to

also have submitted proposals.

He expected Mr Young wouild
make his decision from these
groups’ ideas.

“The Minister has made it
quite clear that any wapiti left
after a proposal has been drawn
up and acted on will be dealt
with under the new Act regard-
ing introduced flora and fauna,”’
Mr Bamford said. ‘‘Really, it
says the herd is to be extermi-
nated.”’

He said the association was
also looking at a joint proposal
with: a farming operation and
professional deer-catching op-
erators because wapiti had a
particularly high mortality rate
when taken from the wild. He
hoped people from the In-
vermay research station would
also be involved.

_‘“We’re not giving up the
fight,”” he said. *'If the animals
have to be taken out to form a’
breeding herd then the associ-
ation wants it to be the best pos-
sible herd,.

*“We hope the animals would
be held in some situation pend-
ing redistribution, rather than
relocation.” Mr Bamford said.
This was because the asseci-

out means of recovery, would

Association has prepared a

- Submission Made
On Wapiti *H*

. The New Zealand Deer Stalkers’
submission te the Minister of Lands, Mr Young, on what it believes sh uld
be done with Fiordland’s wapiti herd. 5 G

“Any animals which were
left after a capture operation
would be just treated under the
new Act as the same as red
deer."‘ He did not believe any
operation could fully extermi- |
ndte the entire wild herd, but
believed it would be greatly re-
duced.

_ He thought this year would be
the last trophy shoot balloted
for and said the association |
would also be asking the Min-
ister if the wapiti area in Fiord-
land could be exempted from
the new Act.

Mr Bamford said the working
of a proposal would also be diffi-
cult for Mr Young to formulate
because he believed each group,
involved in a recovery and hold-
ing operation would receive wa-
piti as their payment instead of
money, |
He thought that from every
six animals who survived the
capture, four might go 1o the
catcher, one to the Government!
and one to the breeding herd.

“It's very difficult to guess
how it would be worked,” he
said. A Government-run cap-
ture operation in the Tarawera
Ranges had worked on a one for

Fiordiand.

one basis.

" Attacked By
'/ Keas

TE ANAU

'An attack by keas was blamed for a
tramper losing his way over the Dore Pass

track, in Fiordland National Park, this week.

A Californian, Mr John
Griffiths, was tramping
over the pass track to Glade
House on Wednesday to be-

in the Miiford Track walk.
hen he failed to arrive by
midday Thursday search ac-
tion was initiated. However,
he walked out of the bush
unaided.

Mr Griffiths told police
yesterday that when he
reached the top of the pass
several keas attacked him,
! flying around him and sur-
* rounding him when he sat
' down. ’

f To avoid them, he made

his way down a ridge, enly to
find he was bluffed in. l

He spent the night in the |
bush and on Thursday made 1
his way back up to the pass |
and .continued on to Glade
House, where he arrived at
3.45pm. 2 ‘

The Fiordland National
Park chief ranger, Mr W. E.
Sander, said last night that
he felt sure Mr Griffiths was
misinterpreting the antics
of the keas, well-known for
their inquisitive natures.

“f have never heard of
anybody being attacked by
keas,” he said.

st

Two oc

After the helicopter appar-
ently lost power pilot Kim Hol-
lows fought to keep it under con-
trol long enough to have the
shooter, Tim Stent, jump on to
the steep alpine slope.

He then lost control and it

|crashed down the steep slope,
[|coming to rest above the bush-

line.

Mr Hollows got out of the ma-
chine shaken but otherwise un-
hurt.

The Alpine Helicopters ma-
chine left Te Anau at 10.30am on
Saturday when a deer recovery
mission en route for the com-
pany’'s vessel, Ranganui,
moored in Precipice Cove near

Doubtful Sound.
{ The machine apparently lost
power and crashed about
11.15am but was not reported
overdue until 6pm.

TE ANAU

ts of a Hughes 300 helicopter
miraculeusly escaped injury when their
helicopter crashed on a deer recovery
qgeratien in rugged Fiordiand on Saturday.

‘Within a short fime, anolher
Alpine Helicopters rmachine
picked up an emergency locator
beacon between the Wilmot and
Macpherson passes:

By 6.30pm, the erashed heli-
copter was located in 2 headba: =
sin near the Macpherson p.
The two Te Anau men Were
picked up and brought back to
the resort.

Two helicopters and a fixed-
wing aircraft from Fiordland
Aero Club were involved in the
search.

The Rescue Co-ordination
centre in Christchurch was noti-
fied but was not required to take
up the search.

Yesterday morning, another
helicopter was used fo_lift the
severely damaged machine oyt
of the mouniainous area. It will
be inspected by an inspector of

air accidents this week.

| Contact:

B. IRVING

Phone 77-760 Invercargill
OR

DEER FOR SALE

Limited Number of Aduit Red Deer Hinds.
Percentage with Fawns at foot.
Contact:

I [

A. BRADLEY
Phone: 416 Te Anau

66807

1

Luc y Escape
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S. Young, will consider proposals for a joint '
_ 3 ¢ wapiti farming venture between the
Two helicopter deer recovery operations in Fiordland have folded and some other operators I Government and private individuals or : .
are known to be looking closely at the economic viability of continuing, |  organizations in the next few weeks,
Takahe Helicopters Lt and foncessionaires in the park, like dropped to 6 per cent in the cor-| make the indust rate prof- Mr Young called for pro- The final decision as to the lo-
P.J.and N. D. Egerton pulled| touris operators,” he said. responding period last year. itably again, hary rqegleied: ?‘Ei- posals last n%onrh. ‘cation of the wild wapiti would
out last month in a deer recoy- ‘“Had greater notice been It is much quicker and cheap-| ther the prices for the products His press secretary., Mr take some time and stdy. Ad- |
ery Industry Slump that is af- taken of helicopter operators er, generally, to shoot rather|. fenison or live deer — must Gyles Beckford, said yesterday | yice was being sought from the
fecting the whole country. ;| themselves by the park board | than capture deer. double, or the production a heli-| |14 had been received. Lands Department and Forest
Another : -based| jocqjjy, and the Forest Service| 1y, September, 1979, 124 of the copter must double or triple. Most of them had come from | Service as to possible areas .
company, Southland Helicop-1 anq Inland Revenue Depart-| %52 deer recovered were cap- Fewer Helic the Te Anau-Manapouri area. where a purebred wapiti herd |
ters Lid, folded last year, ment nationaily, then I'm quite tured. The average recovery|] — “°We opters Those interested wers PTe-| could be established in the wild
. The aperators have had poor sure we would have a SIronger | rate an anithal was lhr 20min. ‘If itis the latter, itcan_onlY, | dominantly deer farmers and outside Fiordland National ° |
{iash-flows since the market for| anq Jhore viable industry than| I Septemier last year, only| h2ppen with fewer helicop- {some commercial recovery op-| Park. {
live deer compressed iri March what we have.” €ight of the 280 deer recovered| 1€rs.”” Mr Wallis said. erators. One reasonably farge [— ——
and April last year. With agen-| © pgr Egerton said he was|were captured. The averagere.| The operations manager Of | Istock and station company had
sral tightening in the economy, Pleased the deer farming in- Sty rate an animal was|Thompson Bros Ltd, Mr -1 lalso shown an interest |
Some creditors have withdrawn dustry appreciated the impor-| 38min. Thompson.s.:mghts‘campany in- | Largely, the proposals in-
their investments. tance of having quality animals |~ gy there is also a poor return| tended to' maintain its ree | dicated i interent i e ven- _— "
Mr D. G. Woodford, of Mos-| for a sticcessful venture. Soe < ison. Its price dropped by| helicopters. T'wo work M fore ond willingness to set
sburn, confirmed last night that| The recovery industry’s prob- | goe 4 Kg 10 §2.50 2 kg for the op-| !and and a third covers NZ For- aside land, Mr Beckford said. Deer Recovery
takahe Helicopters Ltd was in| jem jq 3 dual one. Deer prices| erator 5 fortnight ago. — * [est Service areas. s The joint venture would be in - !
the process of winding up. have plummeted from the boom There is traditionally a lower|  The other operators in Fiord- partnership with the Forest Sir, — Your report in Wednesday’s
or'e company had been in thel in 1975, andbelicopter operating | demand for v onigen at this timef 1and each have one helicopter, Service and the Ministry of Ag- Times about deer recovery in Fiordland
deer recovery business for eight costs have continued 1o soar. | of the year in themajor market, | and it is considered likely some riculture and Fisheries. makes interesting reading but fails to

years, but had only operated in A basic Hughes 500D helicop- West Germany, where the do-| Will withdraw uniess there s 3

: 2 3 - L : npoint the reasons that lie behingd helj-
Fiordland_since!astSeptember. ter costs $335,000 and a 300 mod- mestic hunting season is on. | marked increase in the ip.- The location would almost | PP

copter operators’ problems.

Mr Woodford said high insur-{ o $118,000. Extras, such as dusiry’s fortunes, certainly be in the Southiand- LR
fhce premiums finally drove| 515 900 for a top quality radio, | Sudden Swing The Fiordland National Park | Otago reonasthiswascloseto] is goﬁfr ﬂ&faﬁ%‘é’?ﬁﬁf&fﬁ
the company under. The cost of can add greatly to the price, The over-supply situation Board decided at its last meet.| [Where the Wapiti were found “protection” system  for helicopter
insuring its Hughes 500C heji. was exacerbated in the spring|ing to invite suggestions from fand also to the Invermay Re. i i ot e holeaf%
copter was $46,000 a year, High Premiums iwnl'lclt.he sudden swing to sh?or- Current operators on the block ‘ search Centre, gt;:angles roughou w | New

“You've got to get a lot of, : g deer in an attempt to im- sysiem, and a meeting will be | idering the pro- e 3
deer o pay for that," he sajd. up‘g gepﬁl:&m t?:getl{;c%‘g provethe operators’ cash-flow. held between the twtclinggroups in | po:;?sen Mrc%{;s;nzrwfméhbea]: in During the past 15 years it has de-

: ter price each year to meet loan Anotl;er reason for the lower| Te Anau on March 2. " | mind the recent announcement cided who shail operate in the park and
and yeparyand interest rates| TeUrN is a change in the ex-|  The bomd to: 1o decide what || by the MAF that it would import Whexe. g

Mr P. J. Egerton, of Lora and insurance premiums, which | change rate between the cur-|to do with the blocks, as they several blood stock wapiti from Never has open competition applied
Gorge, hlamed-'.'medd}ing“ by ‘Tange between 15 and 30 per | Fencies of the two countries, Were rearranged last August, Canada in order to introduce between all the operators. Pilots and |
government departments as a cent. If an operator earns $150 for now that there are two fewer fresh and pure blood te the shooters with ability and the initiative
major reason operators like Operators  list insurance| the venison from one carcass, | helicopters in the park. stock. . to successfully recover deer have not
himself were forced out, COSts as the second biggest con- | he must recover an average offf © - { Opinions have also been re. been aliowed o fully make use of their

Operators had warned the NZ | ecerp — behind fuel only. The| l€arly twe an hour to cover his | ceived from tional hunt. services even though it is board policy
Forest Service two years ago of Cost of fuel, which has more |.OPerating costs alone. : e o n}, Ecref- e ts, and 0 try 10 reduce deer numibers using
the consequences of - in. than trebled in the last 18| Thedays of tallies of 220 aday Ehr;}:w fg T:r;;‘; mmssf de‘rr:d whatever means available |

| o criminately handing outheli- | manths, atcourrs L5, a large ;;§°’;§';e'§%°f§§ﬁca{;§“gag%‘;? M B Sald the Wil 1In fact the board appears 1o be mag.

| copter lic . j : e : R T : X

i ﬁowevé‘jgh extra S0icences %%m t;'mé 2‘1;5 Itww Hughes would be regarded as most se.e. 1st_§r could make a decision in ing a2 commercial busmfess of deer re. |
! had been issued, and that had | * re.. : ‘e is a major ex.| Cessful. .| mid-March. covery at the expense of taxpayers,

[ or | o aintenance is a majo &= i : Never in the history of deer recovery |
. Set off a troubled sequence for pense, with helicopters being| _The managing directar of Aj- ; S = bt

| the industry, hard on parts. The United States| Pine Helicopters Ltd, Mr T. w. in New Zealand has any other park ha |

Inexperienced pilots started manufacturers of Hughes an-| Wallis, said his company had - : ‘

operating and there were more nounced a 4) per cent increase | not rimmed its operations at/ 50 much strife, simply because-of the |
' accidents. The result was high- | in parts on January i. Te Anau. Alpine owns five of the| protection system which inevitably
£r_insurance premiums and,|  Some say the total costs in-| 13 helicopters licensed to oper. causes widespread “‘poaching,"
therefore, greater costs for the | yopag With one helicopter are| 2te in Fiordland. During the past three years one com. |
Operators.. ' _ greater than $200,000 a year. Asked what it would take 1o pany has heid up 1o six shooting biocks |

The Inland Revenue Depart- The average live deer price! B =Y il = P e T ‘and only operated up to thee, heii
ment's setting of a high stand-| for May, 1979, was $750, con-' 3 The Southland Times, Saturday, February 28, 1981, ters when it suited them, while otiser
ard valiie on deer had placed an sisting of $950 for hinds and $450 - : : ) have been forced —
additional  strain on the in- for stags. In January last year, Erators have been forced o operate one

Sty . :

dustry the ovarall avar st ! [ ] machine to one block.
““The mere fact that they de- to Si 13‘"0?’ ‘fﬁﬁ hgmdr:‘ brs:::ging eer b au er‘n _;‘igs baslz.‘rd hasalot to ain‘swer for con- \
creased it some months later 29700 and stags $500. i sidering they are the only one in New
Was an admission that they had However, tgioverau-average Zeaiand Charging operators up to 3 per
been wmng,-.Put by then, it was was down to $380 by August, _ i : centof meargmsseafnmgs for theright |
(SRR Plope Dot e B
S8 and stags. . e a e contro unting in the park s|
Park Board ' y removed from their control 1o 2

Mr Egerton aiso criticized _ Marked Shift that can apply fair competition and car-
he Fiordland National Park| The economics of the in- ¥y out the job of deer control in a man-

Board for its continual practice dustry determined 2 markes '_l‘he addition of deer slaugh;eﬁng facilities at the Mossburn game | ner that has democratic conditions a5
! threareningﬁto suspend heli- Shift in helicopter operations packing plant has been delayed. apply to the rest of the country,
opters’ aperations becsiuseof g Fom catching to shooting. Southern Lakes Game Fpods packing plant would start as{slau f i The statement rejeased b the Mni
s ; Sou S ghtered at premises where Y is-
E;c_kfgi lg:‘;fo"“““" Supply _f-’rl:lb;ngSeptember 1o December Ltd. 2 subsidiary of Wilson Neill | Soon as the plans were I'inalizcd.lbo(h ante-mortem and post- ter of Lands and Forests recently on
jin 100, " . In 1979, 73 per cent of the deer Lid, had hoped the facilities| The facilities are expected to| mortem inspections can be joint ventures to farm wapiti was most
Under no circumstances do recovered from Fiordland were " thi i * A : < . ke =
do the thing to ; * ) wauld be ready this month and handle all farm deer available| done. interesting in Hlustrating how this
ey Rc sy ) Other | captured: That  figure - haq operating in March for slaughter in Southland in the The stricter hygiene regu.’ board proposes to make more money
Tk - However, the game _meats | near future, lations will give New Zealand out of private enterprise. :
=z manager of the export division Tighter Regulations venison the chance of access to It sounds as though the smali oper-
;;:e‘[‘?’f,‘}“n'i';‘.*éki:‘;;ﬁ,“’;,f;;z‘:: The Ministry had realized i| wider markets including Aus- ator may miss out o
¥ din, yesie > ; 3 Some parts of the ! (Fair Pla
2oy he company was siill dis. | #ould be uneconomic for com.-| tralia ar y
rug.sing “mir;':r ze\:ai?s"lof the | PATIES 10 build slaughtering fa. | United States. Teanas 2 4 u{ﬂ

lan with Ministry of Agricul. | Cilities while stock numbers The West German market,
Fure and Fisherii?rs}I ofl’icigalls, were. low, and farmers have Which takes more than 80
Since the deer slaughtering | been allowed to shoot deer on cent of this country’s venison

facilities would be the first of | their properties, SXParS. is expected to have
their type, some planning pro. However, stricter regu-( continuing importance,
lems were to be expecied. Hations on the slaughter of farm However, the disadvantageof .

Mr Scandrett said the com- deer, which are necessitating| gependence on that market has
pany wanted to ensure the facil- | the provision of these facilities, been apparent recently.
ities would he adequate for the are duc to come into effect on Demand traditionally slack-
10 they are intended to do. He I April 1. ens at this time of year, which is
understood two proposed facil- | gy if plans are not approved| at the end of the German do-
ties in the North Island had also in time for the facilities to be mestic hunting season. The po-
been delayed by planning prob- open by then the Ministry is ex-| sition has been worsened for
lems. - _ pected 1o extend the period of | New Zealand producers this

Alterations to the Mossburn dispensation. . | ¥ear because of the poorer ex-
= = *7| The new regulations will change rate for the Deutsch-
mean farm deer have to be mark.
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Business News

Helicopters

Invercargill (PA). — Two| cash-flows since the market
| live deer contracted in
Mareh and April last year.
With a general tightening in
the economy, some creditors
have withdrawn their invest-

helicopfer deer for

operations in  Fiordland
have folded and other
operators are looking closely
at the economic viability of
the industry.

Takahe Helicopters Ltd and
P. J. and N. D. Egerton pull-
ed out last month in a deer
recovery industry slump that
is affecting the whole country.

Another Southland-based

recovery |

ments,

continued to soar.

ters Ltd, folded last year.
The operators have had poor|price.

The problem is a dual one.
Deer prices have plummeted
from the boom in 1979, and
helicopter operating costs have

A basic Hughes 500d helicop-
ter costs $335.000 and a 300
model $118,000. Exiras, such
company, Southland Helicop-|as $15.000 for 2 top quality

[raciio. can add greatly to the

1 4

terest rates, and
premiums which
tween 15 and' 30 percent.

Operators  list

Hughes 500d operating cost.

expense, with

Deer Seminar
Mossburn Hall
Wednesday
25 March 1.30pm

Topics to be discussedinciuge:
— Deerslaughter premises— .
Proposai’asug

and progress. I
i

— Farmed Deer Carcase
processing.

— Reviewof 1980/81 Velvet
Grading.

— Recent Developments of
Marketing Board Proposal.

— Reporton Queanstown Deer
Veterinary Seminar.

— Discussion on remits to AGM
AliDeer Farmersorinterested
people welcome.

Admission $2.00

Organised juAir;_ﬂybme Farmers

.| Hollows

pay up to 50 percent of the
nelicopter price each year (o|in
meet loan repayments and in-
insurance
range be-| volved w

insurance
costs as the seeond bigges!| for May, 1979
concern. — hehind fuel. The for hinds and $450 for stags. In| corresponding . period
cost of fuel, which has more| January last vear the overall
than frebled in the last 18i
months, accounts for a large| with hinds bringing $2,100 and
part of the $§20 an hourfstags $300.

[ An operator may have to|manufacturers of Hughes an-

nounced

January 1.

greater than $200,000 a vear.

|  However,

décupam‘

s Unhurt

8
In Helicopfér' Crash

TE ANAU (PA). — Two occupants of a Hughes 300
belicopter escaped injury when the helicopter crashed
while on a deer recovery operation in Fiordland on

Saturday.

After the helicopter ap-
parently lost power, pilot Kim
fought to keep it
under control long enough to
have the shooter, Tim Stent.
jemp on to the steep alpine
slope. L

He then lost control, and it
crashed down the slope, com-

ing to rest above the bushline.

Mr Hollows got out of the
machine, shaken but otherwise
unhurt.

The machine. belonging to
Alpine Helicopters, left Te
Anua at 10.30 a.m. on Satur-
day on a deer recovery mis-|
.sion on the way to the com-

moored in Precipice Cove near
Doubtful Sound. |

It apparently lost power and|
crashed about 11.15 a.m., but
was net reported overdue until |
6 p.m. 1

Another Alpine Helicopters:
machine picked up the sound
of an emergency locator bea-
con between the Wilmot and
MacPherson Passes, and by
6.30 p.m. the crashed helicop-
ter was located.

The two men were picked up
and taken back to Te Anau.

Yesterday morning another|

helicopter was used to lift thel

severely damaged machine out

'pany’s vessel, the Ranganui,

Assn,andM
_ FOR SALE
AIRCRAFT HANGAR
AT

i [k /<.—l
TAUPO AIRPORT

Aircraft Hangar and Maintenance Base, property of Mountain
Helicopters Limited, in receivership, on prime site at Taupo
Airport with buildings situated on 13,000 square feet of leasehold
land.

Facilities include well-appointed offices, kitchen,
toilet/washroom, storerooms, workshops.

Large concrete apron in front of hangar. Re-fuelling
installation and underground tanks for jet Aland Avgasonsite.

Ideal as abase for maintenance or foranaviation company.

Generally a very tidy and attractive 1ayout.$65,000 ono
All offers in writing to: ; |

HUTCHISON HULL & CO
PO Box 1990
WELLINGTON 1.
Attention: Mr M. Downes :
Enquiries for inspection, telephore: TAUPQ 43-259/48-271
84197

a 40 percent increase| dustry determined a marked
the price of parts on!shift

Some say the fatal costs in-|
ith one helicopter are{1979, /73 percent of the deer re. flow.

The average live deer price| captured, That figure had|return is a change in the ex-
, Was $750 — §950( dropped to 6 percent in the|change rate between the cur-

average had snot up to $1,100.

of the mountainous area.

1t will be inspected by an in-
spector of air accidents this
week.

Vha ) § SIET ) BYLNEA & TE i m F Mo ny i
T R g
Feel Deer Market Pinch
The economics of the m The over-supply situation

| . was exacerbated in the spring|
in helicopter operations|with the sudden swing to!
| from catching to shooting. | shooting deer in an attempt to
From September to December, improve the operators’ cash-

icovered from Fiordland were| Another reason for the lower

last | rencies of the two countries.
year. It'is much quicker and
cheaper, generally, to stioot|the venison from one carcase,
rather than capture deer. he must recover an average of

In September 1979, 124 of the | nearly two an hour to cover

If an operator earns $150 for

the overall ave-[252 deer recovered were cap-| his pperatin :
Maintenance is a major|rage was down to $380 by Aug-ltured. The average recovery! OPELIE copledione:
helicopters | ust, Hinds were worth an ave-
being hard on parts. The 1.S.|rage $570 and stags $310.

—= =g =1 In September last year, only|

The days of tallies of 220 a
| day for one helicopter are long
one, and now 20 carcases a
ay would be regarded as a/
most suceessful ane. !

The managing-director of

rate per animal was 1 hr 20
min.

| eight of the 280 deer recovered{'
( were captured. The average

| recovery rate per animal was| 1! :
| 38 minu{es. p |Alpine Helicopters Itd. Mr

But there is also a poor Te T. W. Wallis, asked what (it}
{turn on venison. Its price| Would take to make the in-|
| dropped by 60c a kg to $2.50 a dustry profitable again Said:i
| kg for the operator a fortnight| ““ Either the prices for the!
| products — wenison or live|

ago. :
“There is traditionally adeer — must double, or the,

lower demand for venison at| Droduction per helicopter must |
[ this time of the yvear in the|double or triple, '
| major market, West Germany,| “If it is the latter, then it |
where the domestic hunting|ecan only happen with fewer

season is on. helicopters.” !

Major Deer
Farm 13/3/;,
Pgssed In

(PA) . WELLINGTON

A major deer farm near
Taupo was passed in at $800,000
after poor bidding at auction
yesterday.

Private negotiations are now,
continuing in an effort to sell the
679 hectare Forest Park deer
|| farm, which is the subject of &

legal dispute in Wellington. .

The owners are the Welling-
ion-based Consolidated Traders
L1, at present in receivership.
The company tried unsuccess-
fully this week to get 2 court in- |
junction preventing the receiv-
ers. the ANZ Banking group,
{ from selling the farm.

Mr Frank West, real estate
manager of the auctioneers,
Wrightson NMA in Retorua,
said that bidding ar the auction
had net been animated. He re-
fused to reveal the reserve
price.

However, he said he was un-
der instructions from the re-
ceivers to sell the farm, and pri-
vate megotiations with ‘‘a
number™ of possible buyers
jwere proceeding.

Forest Park deer farm was
granied New Zealand’s first
deer farm licence 11 years ago,
on March 13, 1870. :




=l  Deer Research Outlinéd
Pure Wapiti | At Seminar  "ff

°
Growth, produetion and nutrition, are the areas of research on deer currently being/
m plor : . undertaken by scientists at Invermay agriculturaj research station,
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Regional

76 Al r:hle deer veterinary semi  Ar Invermay it was ensured farmer was to be able 1o make| Good feeding of the

ial).—For the first ¥ime in | nar_held in Queenstown last] that the hinds gained weight|any useful assessment of his| during the sprig improv

QUEEN'S:OWN (S\:’ec:;li) will ‘be imported to New I ‘month, Dr Peter Fennessy and during lactation thus maimégiﬁ- stags. - deveigpmel? of t%:e I’i?s{m;;
years Norﬂ_l- _rnerlcpn BENTE d by Mr Tim Dr Ken Drew outlined devel- ing a good miik supply for the| Inherent in this practice was in the stags, he said, and|
Zealand. Criffel] Game Park Lfd:.. Ownaa by ME I opments to date. calves and ensuring thehinds go| the rotational use of single sires hinds.itboo's:scohcepﬁ ;
Wallis, of Wanaka, will be importing 21 pure Canadhen i i Dr Fennessy discussed the to the stagin good condition. | to allow for any that may be in- The summer progranﬂ‘
Wapiti in conjunction with Dunedin.based Wilson Neill cyclical pattern of growthfound  Caives ~from these hinds, | fertile and this meant replacing | vojves set stocking the hi
) Lid particularly in stags. During| weaned in March, weigh 48 tof the stag, not just adding a fur- high quality pasture, Indr|
(Expo ) a Criffe]l animals from game the rut a 50 per cent drop in in- 50kg. : ther animal for the next eycle. | conditions the supplen

The deer. 14 nine-month-old arks and zoos in several Can. take was not unusual and thgan- Discussing selection of stags, br Drew said experience at should be kept up to :

o seven rising two- g dian provinces to obtain e imals could lose as much as 25| Dr Fennes_sy suggested their 15 Invermay had shown that put-| the fawns should definite|
earlds, are expected to no. broad a genetic. s S to 30 kilograms during thattwo- month weight _Was probably a ting say four stags in with a mop ‘Weaned early if feed
:[ii'e by ir on April | sible. Anfmals from herds with week period, he said. fairly good criterion. He said| of 40 hinds Was not satisfactory [ scarce.

Mr Gilbert van Reenen. :[,1'6!1‘ levels of fertlity were In trials tarried out at In.| there appears to be some corre: | as the actual situation was still During velveting, the ¢
veterinarian for tho compary ~];Esen vermay, both in pens and out- lation “between 15 month|one 10 40 and the additional | should be handled quietly
said that the decision to i | ‘ side, \-\'I[h‘adlrb feeding.gm‘ym weights and %7 month weights| stags, raiher than providing | early in the morning or |
port Wapiti breeding stock| As a result of the search for Was particularly slow during| and antler growth. stimulating competition, ten-| the evening. He recommer
was taken ‘because the present | suitable Wapiti which would the winter, but came away rap- Feed Reguirements ded to fight and mjuries were| that anaesthetized stags shy
Wapiti herd in New Zealand| meet the strict local health re- idly in the spring, Dr Drew went an'to diseuss| ' \el¥ 10-0ccur. VardeC cft unattended. i’
bds descieratod substantially, | quirements, he said, thal ) Hea!sopmmedoutthatsvar- W Teod p £n r'S:; S He advocated Separating | yards and after cutting {
The entire herd i derhamiv ed | they found that the Elk Island iation of 10 to 15 kilograms had b Eqéj;remems of deer yearling hinds from the aduits| should be returned rapjg
from a handful of animals|National Park in Alberta could Sppcared between two different| bY s b Will st - be| (0 avoid bullying. As the yearl. pasture.
given to the New Zealand Go- | be prepared to give a numbes dre mossBgesting that records polnted out et i 1o 281 b ing e iend to have a short ~ or yearling stock Dr Dra
e nt by “Théodere o of animals as a gift fo the . are most important to keep tabs| Poin "‘]‘;‘ atin the autumn a pos, period, he suggested that| suggesteq regime was fo f
Ve}ettmin o 00Se New Zealand Government on sires with high production ;“?? wau "eq“;" = '3“? and a-| severa] spikers could be run|both male ary female welj

Due to the small number of (Negotiations followed, and 23 levels. Dr Fennessy also sug- ‘E times the m’i _[O ;l EWe| with them. At this stage they do| order to take advantage of i
base stock there has heen a|animals will arrive on the gested some relationship pe-| Whereas'in winter while CEWE| ny fight seriously, normal potential for mﬂ
high Jevel of inbreeding and|same charter aireraft, des- tween the origins of the sires, ‘-';35 on maintenance. rations, . Winter management should|_. e |
the Wapiti have also inter tined for the research project| although this would be fiercely threa 53 requirement would be include removing the  stags : :
bred with the ‘much smaller |3t  the Invermay Research argued by many farmers. the . a0d a-half times that of early in June to avoid the prob-
= | Centre at Mosgiel, He said the red deer in Otago| the ewe and he wonldstif] be Jos. lem of late calves.

‘his ha lted, Mr van ' : and Southland were generally| 28 weight. . The hinds should be on good

This has resulted, Mr A0 The health requirements for imported from Scotland whije] He emphasized the impor- hay and/or pasture with a three
Deenen said, N eoimals with| imported animals have the Kaharoa deer of the centraj| tance — when allocating feed —| v electric fence, as th
lower body m_e:ghts. rI‘c-\:.-err Seen very strict, the New g?a.l North Island are of larger Ey.| of remembering that w.hile_ an| have found that they simply will 1
growth rates and, ap;}annﬂ_\. !al}d agrgc},lwrﬂ authorities ropean origins and the Rakaia| 2dull stag was a.lsualllg.r equiva-| op eat poor quailty hay. He said
r-mth_a much lower hevel m!bemg particularly concerned deer which, while being im-| Ient to two stock units, in the tha[aboﬂyweigh[lossofﬁveto
;El'ﬁll‘; ﬁ?’ﬂ fﬁuhr?"s N\?,:l];tf chArgg’ {about the infroduction of blue ported from English parks, had| Winter this went Up to three and| 19 kitos in older hinds over the
égarge £E ' | tongue, epizootic haemorrhag- had some German influence in a-hall‘l ] ) winter was reasonable,

T s te. he said that|iC diSease (a rival disease pe- the 17th century and this is stijj| Adult hinds were equivalent| " important the stags be

o_illustrate, \?V Saic b ua's culiar {o deer), brucellosis and evident. to twe stock units, except in the fed well aiso and young stags
?;%&n:g‘guchag;“ 551&&8 rabies. ) Body Weights . ?t':u“;mef When they went up to| choura be fed separately be-
3 4 ) : N examining the weights of 2. cause of bullying by the older
32;'.’.}’323% I\‘";\tr.l" zﬁgﬁd f;gea?! q&éﬁ;&? R};g”ﬁﬁe?‘f,,ﬁ,ﬁ %ﬁﬁ young hinds, the trial indicated| Looking at the autumn pro- animals, T
den. . |the middle of the Canadian | “'e‘;f Clearly ma;: they must be Ezﬁ'éﬁfﬁe?‘;eD’eﬁiﬁﬁ‘;’u?ﬁ’ﬂgf Calves
s i ook e 3 b Wellgrown to calve as two-year- : S
vt e T Ty i 10 0 i e s e

partantly, the per hectare | and when there Jo fhe least 1i- nige o onablecalving per. | Vermay the fawns are all st b ma:_dg_ood el

meat prb;iuclicn of Wapiti and|kelihood of any bacterial infec- cenlage in the herd a mean| Weaned at three m'om:hs of age, Iass:s: in avoiding health Prob-

Wa iti cross animals is <une. Hone : weight of around 80Kg is neces- | but there are points for and| lems, They should be on clean

mrpto the Lsmaller Ii‘ed degl? . ) ol £ aglar:nfsal\.rﬂur i early weani ?:esé:lnr; ?\fr:dlhhgsrhgrigﬁfﬁm-

. 4 e caks  animals PR ~— ol early weaning: | fe e Elee-

&avn:piéddﬁue?m\{iz Is that trll:: £ u?égrggﬁt e:{’:nsia‘g”?;]t_ ® The calves can establish| tric fence shifted apgy, twice a

. P ing in Canada an@ are being rhemsefvegs independently be-| week. If smail orlate calves are

most lnghly_pnzegi in Korea, held for a 45-day quarantin. fore the winter. ; fed separately and well ¢

New Zealand's major market. eriod | ® They can be given preferen-| will often FECOUp their weight

Mr van Reenen selected the |? : tial feeding. disadvantage by the end of the

® Drenching and vaccinationis| winter., ) i

possible during the rur. Maving on to spring, DT Drew

—_— - ® There is a taming effect 'aq\éog)zted feegingr hinds{»h well to
HUNTERS and DEER FARMERS through having young stock in| mid- fober, but from then un.

: the yards frequently. til the beginning of December,

EDMONDS GAME CONSOLIDATED Paying top prices for f .-\gainst erifl{‘a])’ wegning: feed should be ?imited as they

all feral pame and farm deer, Special notice to ground: 1€ extra work and planning| have a tendency towards over-

shooters, a competition \\_'m be run for |hehig}zes_lnum ber.of f required, fatness and conseguent calving

;ig:éeir ?ham]r;:s Thalr and pigs sf;ot from April | to June 30, . | ® The hinds will teach the probiems at this stage.

- For a * details and entry forms pleace Contact Mr G. | : I Young stock to eat hay and other He suggested limiting 1

Muldrew, Phonesg.5 Tuatapere. 81352 | supplements. simply b‘fﬁeairysw::r;ginggandegg

; i At!nverma_vlheyhavehadno pointed out the importance of
problems getting the YOungl budgeting the feed to aflow for

oung fa i D id. ;
YOUDg fawns, Dr Drew said tier buttons as it appears there

- - e AR LS
?;gcdk (0" eat supplementary| coq stocking over calving,
: : . | DrDrewsaid the stags should
| donottave any oo, o v apm During this
. { Y comparariye i ie amp
y / ' formation on weight gains of the ttlt!??i;n: 0?’;';’;; dfﬂ;‘-g? t;?‘;;d
28/3 )5y .

Mating IS some correlation between
DEER FARMERS ! He ‘maintained there was this and subsequent antler
VELVET L | little point in using other than arowti, although work is still
single sire mating in al| butvery procesding at Invermay in this
END of season velvet ! extensive . conditions if thel area. ‘

We will be buying velvet antler at our Mossburn game
packing house (Southern Lakes Game Foods Ltd) on Tuesday
gaMarch 3§p;nWed (April 1), Thurs (April 2), between the hours

m and . \
For details regarding price and grading please telephone. |
Howard Paulin, Te Anau 85

Wilsen Neill Ltd (Export Division)
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Deer Recovery Block System o
Results of Reviey . /?TWO Deer Blocks
Available Today" ¥ Reallocated .+

jon=ag The F
] . 310511 iordland N
‘The resulis of a review of the block system for helicopter deer, deer recovery bloeksl:g%m Park Board fias reallocated two helico g J
recovery in Fiordland will be made known to eperators teday. toiil ba The board’s T arel”-'l'l!tt‘;r's in the park. pter |
y L 2 e N E50.d - 2 : 1- not = |
The Fiordland National Park | ter deer control has created a | been morecautiousin vemg;ﬁ-.- f;;‘-;ehad been given power 1o two blmﬁ'ﬁ;?gr;work Rdhe) i3 meeting at Te Anay |
Fﬁarﬂ invited current operators | jependence on the machines for | out in weather not conduciye 1o « sﬁtel:‘eg“fhaﬂge% to the block| In the reallocation Mr Ji terday,, the operators l?l'ﬂsg
ifor submissions on the future of | future control. There must be | success. irsubs tiat had ut they said yesterday | Kane, formerly in fhe o, Jim | the board 1o drop the fees th
e vlock system. following the | continual deer culling to main-| The weather can vary greatiyi, sional chans been done. Provi. | block. has bee,{ 1 the wapiti [have to pay for each an?;sm -
mihd{_awal_ og two_helicopter lam“t:]rgl;'ol;ver the populatigr. frgm one end of the park tothe;; instead m:vgﬁhm b;ee“ made | block, and Mr I:kegr'«::ken Cook trlum ctr_;';red bl >
operations in January. ard’s senior ranger in | other. While one operator-may;» =) Would be con- | been gi ; as € operators 1
Board staff will inform the | charpe of helicopter operations, { not be able to fiy in his blockDex. ggl'ﬂ‘lled by the board at its meet- | his mﬂvi’l]?cﬂﬁfzf‘? fo operate | per cent of cum??,‘}?cg {?{h"
operators of any changes to the | Mr Ted Atkinson, said yester- | cause of bad weather, another. tio nornorr OW — and the situa- | for the first time il the park |board. At the moment, that ie 1
system at a meeting in Te Anau | day the deer population could | might have favourable condi:;, revie Would be kept under| The board is jec about $14 for live deer;md I s
to%ay' e o et to the level of 15 years | tions elsewhere. 239 The“;ea]iocauo continue ;iésie%?&’;hom to | than $5 for a carcass. iy
s Sen e T SR e s e el B gt et st cosary Tolowing enetee | UL e oo nd o Fte | | Servie o Bear
| would like to see it abolished, = erators would be happier. . 1.y uary. Atso p PEr2LOrS in Jan- | to the systen tor Ll De given ok Ing that t
some retained and others modi- : Exeellent Coaditions ; 54 - passed - Also the Six-week waJ;lt,i - !heggrs tem 10 be in use for the £0 broke over $5 mbegﬂmgd% :
| fied. Diminished deer numbers| Their stand on the questiamress ¢ trophy shoot started on Mon follow;_ng year before then. ODETAlOrS argue that t'h;ee
' The board, which is aware of | have meant that those remain- | Open slather” — as an oppmi= day, and helicopter operat, -| The industry was facing dan- Shouldmthavelopay fees— y
the recovery industry’s trou-| N8 have excellent breeding and (sjystem as referred to in thesif- —_— OTS [gerous times, Economice had | 311 concessionaires in the ?:
bled times, will seek to retain | rearing conditions, The size of | dustry — COUl‘fi be deter . already forced two operators |12V€ 1o — becaue tbeyp:re'
the deer recovered from the | bY the order of the ballots. 57 ¥ put, and the remaining ones | 408 2 service fo the boarg in

an equitable system to encour- E
freely admit that they are losing 31_*{} ?l?:“rol of wild anima]s,

park has increased in recent| Those who have already hid”’

age operator}s3 to ct())r:tmue. et their turn in the more prodiT— heavily at e moment. lle the recovery industry
Need Each Other Mr Atkinson said thie board | tive areas and are now confi Alteration was in good sh the o
The park board and the oper- | recognized the companies’ need | to other parts of the park § If further alors were not s concer?'leeg
ators need each other. Although | to maintain viability, ‘‘but that | expected to support an open sys- {{withdraw .operators were to |about the fee, But now that th
they have the same objective— | js reaily their concern, not|tem. - months thez:l:hfehlf;ogf’“ twe |face hard times they are :t
the cull deer — they are moti- | curs.” : = System |tempting to tri 2
: R . ...| Conversely, those who,are /| may need to be ajt 0 trim all costs.
7 F Z % H o il i ered.
vated by different forces. 1f the number of machines is working in the more (!esu‘Je /| was the case, board slafxff;g;t mfﬂ;'ll:;"il(‘;.;eplfér l];e board says
f 3 perators are

Operators would haye to be con- [businessmen apg that the

‘| sulted,
: = should
| A decision by the Minister of |res _1;91’ something for their

The board must meet its stat- | reduced, we wili have to try to : : >
utory obligations under the Na- | balance the situation to get opti- 2:&5{] ]2 ﬁ:‘;i %‘::‘;:ﬁom”
tional Parks Act 1952, while the | mum ccoverage where the high- there would support the refeRo”

operators, naturally, must op- | est population exists. : ey =
erate viably. “We must continue to contro] | 107 Of the block system. :J; a;l;:i | Young a:: Q’r&“s" Mr V. 8.| The deer have done much
."The board regards the heli- | the situation,” hie said. No Competition =i G || venture on ;E Proposed joint [damage to the park over the -
g 26 mancgemment k| | A 1Zblock system was inuse | - No € fon ST | arming or o € capture and |years, and it sees fee as a |
They reduce the presence of | Until September last year, with | . 1€ biggest operator, Alpipe | hasten: apiti could also |way for the animas 1
. 2 Helicopters: Ltd, which is' li-’ €1 a further review . to contrib- |

z ute to the betterment of the |

The board s legally bound to |park — to the taxpayers’ ads

browsing animals and enable |2 Operator having exclusive| ... o4 onerare five mackin e
{Continue with a block system [tage.

subsequent forest regeneration, | T180tS to an area for two months | . : S
Mob}ecﬁveo{mem?:?u before the blocks were rotated. g’mg‘e g?{:n ivsitr;:m prgisg;“’f%,b! unti] the sean
achieve a level of regeneration Halved a:orgﬁ one area of the pa% Sl L ' 7 Avgust | The Ugard will consider the
which is faster than the growth . ] il sy ——————— request fomorrow,
of animals. The board then halved the| Tpic has enabled the camyi: -
number of blocks 1o encourage pany to cut down its operatioss .,

The introducti icop- a1l : ¢ 7
| Od chion of hehcc.)p_ more culling at a time when the | 204" Gill retain the exclusiyg
recovery indusiry was at a low rights to one of the blocks; /e

"ebb. . - AR A
The larger blocks, which are| Other than dispensing witRsq

hared by two helicopters, were RN Tt
; i 2 could adjust the existing block3s?

the block system, the 1 ' o _ - s
-intended to introduce a greater il 2 e E -
element of competitior and give | and allow the remaining oper: De °
the operators more room in | ators in the park to pick up the~!

vacant areas, or it could alleW - . - ar

which to work.

STEsINs
This review has been precipi- | other operators, who are pres--
tated by the foiding up of two op- | ently confined to the NZ Forestn lO &’
erations. Some of the remaining | Service areas, into the Pﬂfrf WM
| seven operators, who between/ fill the positions. 9o sl s S m i

naIay

. them have licences for 12 heli- With vel :
copters in the park, are known velvet priees falﬂng off over the )
to be seriously considering towards venison last season deer farmers are
withdrawing. 1 turning their attention
The operators have severa Ata field day tobe held the
problems, The biggest appears ' New Zealand Deer Far:ymrs' ‘aOver__ r:::‘?r months deer | 15 (o 27 months before the ani- becoming evident th 4
to be the spiralling cost of oper- Association at Mossburn on companies hamﬂﬁm\e packing | mals have had time to build up | controls over at certain
ating their machines. The over- Wednesday deer farmers will plans ans severa] suj Preparing | excessive fat reserves. ba m:}arkeung are
all costci including loan repay- hﬁve the opportunity to discuss ities are now m!Llazgzytac‘;l- V. mmtriesy T “tltiuisret;f!h]@e.
ments, depreciation, insurance, al! aspects of s!lmghlering, John Sc unde . Mr elvet indus v pplies
: : andrett Many farmers have equally to the farmed ven;
LD AT | rosessing and marketng " | akes Game Fooa< e e o s e L4, 16, e farmed veicon
Prices for botlt live deer and ing premises in New Zealand, fms lh::oglammmg and _estab- ;HI_IY Vtal'ylng the grading of the members will dlscuss the latest
venison have plummeted from and if farmers want to dispose lhehnﬁem] d‘ d €5€ premises at T!hm' hasover this last season, developments in this area,
their high level in 1979. of any animals, they have to ay. w'it':(he largely come about Al the recent deer veterinary
Numbers Dwindle shoot them in the paddock and | Southern Lakes Ltd hope to | market to o oo a seller’s | Seminar, more than 60 veter-
: - take them to a game packing (Bave their deer siaughterin, o to a buyer’s market. A |inarians from ail parts of the
Deer numbers have dwindle house where they are processed |PFemises in Mossburs S | representative from a process- | country spent three days dis-
e fas, o tch;dgedTercgggig!g separately from the fral deer. [21ing in June, and approval has ﬁﬁaﬁmmm cussing management, disease
24 Sl Markets i : : o | council member, problems, i
flying time for the recovery of YeRIoN ot ;oiig;fezarg l{gg mﬁﬁ?{‘uff:zémﬁ“’““}w Tim Wallis, will discuss Ih:slg Searey. | Tasiies, and re.
alfy ¢ oty B%l[r?x?rrmcti::l o Germany, New Zealand's main [Meat division to extend ﬁ:h:cr::f Co [Mh: Gilbert van Reenen, one |
¥y ] venison buyer, wants only feral [off point for on-f: Mino | ‘What i of the organizers, will ton |-
At that rate, operators have| venison, and most ol H!;':j from March 31, unl.iimlisk;g;:?ig. ple siw::lxmg eaw com- | some of the views a m’?&ﬂg‘; j
' ' kets require an ante-mortem in- |it¥ and two in the North Isiand | }2nd wants 1o remain a mzeaa;ar- of the veterinary profession, ||
spectmg certificate on any [aFe operational. exporter, the guality of velver m::utlsarly the latest devel-
game they i opments on i =
Smail gu::gg'; can be sent Processing of farmed deer mist be paramount. Hial fever. malignant catarr
to one or two North American |G co s Will e discussedand| The Deer Farmers' Associ-| The field day will include a
states and to other Eurapean | c00Str2ied at the game | 3tion Council, at the direction of | Féport from the Ministry of Ag-
coumtries, packing house. A potential prob- | the last annual meeting has |riculture and Fisheries and g
Lt lem with aged stags hecoming | Deen moving towards the estab- | diSCussion of remits 1o the assq.
Approved Facility overfat will be discussed. This | lishment of a ing board |Ciation’s annual general meer.
To qualify for an ante-mor- [IS €Xpected to be overcome ance | i? Conjunction with the Game |ig 10 be heid inChristchurch
;,e:]u;ﬁ: “L'ga_‘e thedeer mustbe |the slaughtering industry be. | Industry Association. next month.
susitered in an approved fa- [COMES &Stablished as the opti-| Wi All deer farmers and i
cility. mum time for s i ith more and more of New |ested | L
taughter will be | Zealand’s primary productsit is :fl:nd fl’:glréi:;?da;:vwelcome to




01; Bre ws Over Deer Pen
Removal From Park

Staff of the Fiordland N ational Par

o i P

Hunter Shaw.

Mr Shaw claims that he
received no notification of
the intending confiscation
and no advice from park
staff once the pens had been
removed. He said that unti]
February 4 this year he was
in breach of Tregulations
governing his deer pen
operator’s permit in that he
was in arrears with regard
to the $5 per month per pen
payment required by the
Park’s board as one of the
conditions of his permit.

Mr Shaw said during
January he had paid $50
towards his outstanding ar-
rears account and had
received a letter
acknowledging receipt of the
payment and requesting
payment of a further $58 con-
sisting of the outstanding ar-
rears and pen fees for
January. The letter re-
quested that payment be
made by January 31. _

Mr Shaw said he paid the
$50 to a senior staff member
at the park board head-
quarters on February 4 and
had received a verbal
assurance that there was no
cause o discuss the matter
further as all financial
obligations had been met. He
thought that no more would
be heard of the matter until
he made an inspection of his

pens on March 10 when he
found they had been remov-
ed.

Mr Shaw said in conversa-
tions he had had with parks
board staff since the
removal of his pens, the staff
claimed he was shown a file
copy of a letter dated
February 4 informing that
his permit had been cancell-
ed and that he had 30 days to

‘remove his pens from the

park.

However Mr Shaw claims
he was not shown a copy of
the letter, nor did he receive
a copy of this.

He said that the cost of
materials for building the
pens was about $400 and with
their remoyval, the potential
loss of income with the roar
season now approaching was
a finanecial burden he could
do without. Additionally he
had received an account for
more than $300 from the
parks board for the removal
of his pens.

Mr Shaw says he is at a
“complete loss to know why
the pens had been removed
as he thought the matter of
his arrears had been eleared
up with his payment on
February 4. He added that
although he knew he had
breached the regulations
with regard to his arrears,

i k confiscated two deer pens in the Back Valley area of
Lake Manapouri on- Friday, March 6 operated by Te Anau hunter and opossum trapper, Mr

he wondered why his pens
had been chosen for con.
fiscation when other pen
operators had also been in
arrears with their payments.

Chief ranger for the
Fiordland National Park Mr
Wally Sander said Mr
Shaw’s pens were a business
arrangement between
himself and the Fiordland
National Parks Board and he
had failed to meet his obliga-
tions.

Mr Sanders considered his
staff had acted correctly at
all timeés and in the best in-
terest of the park and if Mr
Shaw was not satisfied he
should write to the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands or
discuss the matter with his
solicitor.

He added that it was unfor-
tunate that the letter of
February 4 had not been
registered but future cor-
respondence of a similar
nature to any operator would
be registered,

Chairman of the Associa-

tion of Deer Pen Operators -

in Fiordland Mr Jack Mur-

_rell said of the confiscation
~that either someone had

over-reacted or a horrible

mistake had been made. .
Mr Murrell said in the past

he was proud to have been

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES FOR
SOME OPERATORS

The Fiordland National Park’s chief ran
some deer pen operators in the park were fa
drop in prices of captured deer, He

ger Mr Wally Sander said this week that
cing financial difficulties as a result of the
believed the cost of pen inspections and the extraction

of animals, especially from remote areas-was becoming much less | inancially rewarding
- losome operators than it had been in the past..

Mr Sander said this was a
cause of worry to the board
as when the concept of ‘deer
pen operations was first
mooted in the park, the
board had been reluctant to
accept the idea because it in-
volved fencing off areas of
the park for commercial
gain and the problems that
could evolve should any
operator abandon their pens
was foreseen. :

Deer pen operations were
a commercial operation in
the park of a type for
which a permit was
issued rather than
a licence granted. Mr
Sanders stated. After an ap-
proach was made to set up
pens, the board decided if
the area was suitable as far
as public use of the park was
concerned.

If the pens were not likely
to hinder public use, the ap-

plicant was then requested
to sort out specific sites in
the area applied for and
these were either approved
or otherwise after an inspec-
tion had been made.

Before ‘a2 permit was
issued, Mr Sander said the
applicant was required to
read and understand the con-
ditions of the permit before
signing. The pen fees charg-
ed by the board were intend-
ed to go some way towards
paying administration and
inspection costs.

Mr Sander explained that
if an operator wished to pull
out a condition of the permit
was that all materials were
te be removed and the area
restored as much as possi-
ble. If the board should
decide to cancel a permit the
operator was given 30 days
to. remove his - materials

with an extension of time
allowed where pens were
situated in remote areas. If
an operator failed to remove
the pen within the time
specified - after notice of
cancellation, the park board
would remove the materials
and attempt to. recover the
cosls of removal.

To date, there had been no |

cases of abandonment of
pens bul some operators had
transferred ownership of
their pens. Until the end of
March three operators had
been requested to remove
their pen material because
of failure to meet the obliga-
tions of their permits, Mr
Sanders reported. :

Approximately 130 deer
peas have been erected in
Fiordland National Park
since permits were first
issued.

associated with the park and

—_—————

the Park Act in his capacity
as an honorary ranger but |
certain actions on the part of |
parks board staff including
the cenfiscation of My
Shaw’s pens had appalled
him.

“To have one’s livelihood
snatched away was a
traumatic experience and he
would have thought g2
registered letter or
telephone call prior to the
confiscation would have
been the very least the park
board could have done by
way of good public reja-
tions,” he said.

Mr Murrell said - there
were more than 20 deer pen
operators in the park ang al
a time of declining employ-
ment and fortunes in
business, the prosperity of
his association’s members
was exiremely important as
all had a contribution to
make to their community.
He stated further thal of the
association’s 20 members
almost all had at some time
been in breach of their per:
mit’s regulations ‘and many

pen operators were now
wondering if their pens
would still be there when
they went to check them.

Mr Murrell said the pen
operators asseciation would i
be meeting soon so as to be I
kept informed of the action
taken against Mr Shaw in |
order to  formulate
reasonable defences against
any such unwarranted con-

fiscations.

l{h &l

telephone.

L

Pho;

Howard Paulin, Te Anau 825

HELICOPTER PILOT
For Hughes’ 500 game r‘e'cuvery and commercial work,

S. G. EVANS
Taupo 89058 collect.

DEER FARMERS
VELVET
END OF SEASON VELVET BUYING

i ing velvet antler at our Mosshi
gz;iew g;cll)gn:urﬁuge (Southern Lakes Game Fog
Ltd) on Wed (April-1), Thurs (April 2), between t
hours %am and 5pm.

For details regarding price and grading ple3

Wilson Neill Ltd (Export Div'won)

w50

—————

s
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Killing Dispensation
Extended :

26 [3] 5

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has

dispensation for the kil
The ministry has decided to
previous deadline,
proved

extend the
March 31, because ap
deer slaughtering facilities wil)
nol be ready by then.

When there was an increased
‘trend from farming for velvet to
farming for venison, the min-
istry had realized it would be
uneconomic for companies to
build slaughtering facilities
while stock numbers were still
low.

[thaz feral deer are dealt with.

However, the new regu-
lations will mean farm deer
have to be slaughtered at prem-

Therefore, farmers have
been allowed to shoot deer on
their properties and transport
them 1o a game packing plant
for processing in the same way

ling of deer on farms until

ises where both ante-mortem

and post-mortem mispections
can be done.

Seuthern Lakes Game Foods
Lid, a subsidiary of Dunedin-
based Wilson Neill Lid, i Lthe
enly South Isiand company

planning the slaughte facjl-
ities. It will add the facilities 1o
its game packing plant 21 Moss-
burn,

The ministry kad (o extend
the period of Uis ation be-

cause minor plangin : problems
held up the provision of the
Mossburn plant and iwo in the
North Isiand.

The company has applied to
the Wallace County Council for

Planning consent for the staugh-
lering facilities. The gonty is
expected to consider the appli-

Lation at a meetine on Aprit 2.

———

AN
diand

extended the period of .'
April 30. '

The stricter hygiene require:
ments at the slaughter houses
will give New Zealand Venisgn
the opportunity to extend: iis
markets to Australia and some .
parts of the United States. ... .

However, the West German:
market, which accounts for~
maore than 80 per cent of: this
country's venison exports,- is,
still expected to be most impos-.
tant. *nan
In 1979 the Supreme Court'of '
the EEC decided to classify
slaughtered venison as game. -

That move was welcomed:
here. [t'meant the import tarff
was set at only 5 per cent.v
whereas it could have been ias
Ligh as 40 per cent had the!
slaughtered venison not been
designated as game.




Mr Austin is a member of a
three-man sub-committee, set
up by the Minister of Agricul-
ture, Mr Maclntyre, which ar-
rived in Southland yesterday to
inspect export game and fish
processing houses in the pro-
vince. The visitis part of a study
of the two industries being
made throughout New Zealand.

Chairing the committee is
Tarawera MP, Mr Ian McLean,
working with Mr Bruce Towns-
end, MP for Kaimai and Mr
Austin.

For the past four ame
and fish processing us esin
New Zealand have had to be li-
censed, not only to meet health
and hygiene regulations, but
also to meet economic criteria.

To gain a licence, tlie com-
pany must prove it is an eco-
nomic proposition and that its
production will not affect sim-
ilar processors already oper-
ating.

'Now that the licensing of the
meat industry has been remov-
|ed, we are looking at whether
‘there is a need to retain eco-

'3/#/91

Looking at Fishing,
Game Industries

Southland is a key province in the fishing and game export industries
according to the MP for Awarua, Mr Rex Austin.

nomic licensing criteria in the

fish and game exporting in-

dustries,”” Mr McLean said.
Key Province

Several industries in the
North Island have already been
visited by the sub-committee
and it has now moved on to
Southland, described by Mr
Austin as a ‘‘key province’’ in
both export industries.

‘‘About 30 per cent of all deer
farmed in New Zealand are on
Southland farms and the pro-
vince is the best earner in the
fish export industry in New Zea-
land,”” Mr Austin said.

Yesterday afternoon the men
visited the Mossburn game
packing plant, Southern Lakes
Games Foods Ltd, while today
they visit a fish processing plant
at Bluff and Invercargill as well
as the eel factory at Kenning-
ton.

Mr McLeansaid inaddition to
seeking a decision on the future
of economic criteria licensing,
he and the others would be lis-

tening to the sort of problems

1
|
|
|
)

the industries were experienc-
ing.

knowing what the peopie are!
thinking and doing in the rest of
the country,’’ he said.

Mr Townsend said there was
still potential for large growth
in the fish processing industry
and the sub-committee wanted
to see if Southland was expe-
riencing the same pattern of
growth as the rest of the country
in its on-shore fish processing.

The fish export industry now
accounts for $160 million of the
country's export earnings with
a 60 per cent increase evident
over the past 12 months.

As well as touring plants, the
sub-committee will meet with
officials from all facets of the
two industries, from fishermen '
and deer farmers to processors
and exporters.

Mr McLean said he hoped w ;.

make a report on the sub-com-
mittee's findings to Mb Mac-
Intyre before the House re-
sumes.

Cor*ac* b gentl

ROBINSOM HELICOPTER

R22 For delivery late July 198
$78,500 29/ /

\

9073

The members of a sub-com-
mittee set up to study as-
pects of the fish and game
export industries arrived in
Southland yesterday. They
are (from left) the chair-
man, Mr Ian McLean, and
Messrs Briice Townsend and
Rex Austin.

g

Mr Boyd Gear was piloting
the Hughes 500C helicopter near
he Edith saddle when he lost
his rotor blade and the machine
went out of control.

It dropped about 600 metres
before Mr Gear managed to
bring itdownonar rock-
slide in the Glaisnock valley.

Constable Lloyd Matheson, of

i) Te Anau, last night described

Mr Gear’s handling of the ma-
i chine as “‘miraculous."

The accident happeaed be-
tween 4.30 and 5pm.

Mr Gear and a Fiordland Na. |
tional Park Board ranger, Mr

il Ron Peacock, were approach-

ling the Edith saddle, near the
headwaters of the north arm of
Lake Te Anau, to pick up anoth-
er park board employee, Mr
Chris McMillan.

As the helicopter ap-
proached, Mr McMillan saw

‘M tracwlous Safe
-~ Landing

‘Miraculous” flymg by an Alpine Helicopters’ pilot brought a
stricken machine down in a rugged area in Fiordland yesterday without
injuring the two men on board or damaging the helicopter.

something fall from the ma-
chine, and then the helicopter
overshor, the saddle and dis-
appeared into the valley below.

The helicopter was obviously
in difficulties, and Mr McMillan
noticed that the engine was
ba;kﬁrma .

fier josing sight i the ma-
chine, Mr" McM:glfan feard an

explosion andai idhe
park hoard office by
radio to nohN"ﬁr " whil he
knew.

The pqllce. were called inaad
Constable Matheson, Dt Trevor
Walker and an ambulance at-
tendant, Mr Tom Smellie, were
flown into the area by Mr Alan
Bond, another pilot with Alpine
Helicopters.

By the time they got to the
area it was dark, but they
tracked down an emergency
locator beacon and a few mo-
ments later two red flares were
sighted in the valley.

The helicopter was located
and the two men were fit and
well, Constable Matheson said.

Can Fell Out
‘A fuel can had fallen out of
the machine and this caused the
tail rotor to sheer off, causing
loss of control,” he said.

Mr Gear managed to land with-
out damage to the machine or

by Pilot

the persons on board.’”

Constable Matheson said Mr
Gear’s landing was even more
incredible in that it was on a
rugged rockslide;

The only damage caused by
the landing was a slightly bent
sandpad under the skid.

i They were very lucky
people,” (‘onstable Mathesog.-,-'
said. i

Mr McM “and 4 & '

Mr Tim Sterit, Who wasin & 1
er part of the ﬂreafaok!ngu -t
4 live deer:at the time of the a¢-

cident,. were also picked up and 1

“By some miraculous flving, |

Anau.

5
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|
|

T o s i 955’}-; }:Trophy Shoot

Disappointing

Early reports indicate the 1981 wapiti
trophy shoot, which ended on Easter Mondgy,
was less successful than last year.

A Fiordland National Park
ranger, Mr R. J. Peacock, said
yesterday there were many dis-
appointed deerstalkers at the
end of the shoot— ‘‘but there al-
ways are."

He said those who had been
fortunate enough to gain a block
had high expectations of suc-
cess. However, he said it took
some time to get used to the rug-
ged terrain, and the scarcity of
deer was a dlsappoinlmem

Park staff have received re-
ports from nine of the 22 parties,

in the shoot. They have account- | ed

ed for 12 trophy heads.
‘Mr Peacock said the total
would be down on last yeir, but

'at least as high as he expeited.

The Edith Valiey block an-
dtwo in the Catseye region had
been the best. Geod specimens
were seen in the Glaisnock Val-
ley, but they proved elusive for
hunters.

The proportion of wapiti
sightings, compared with red
deer, was higher than last year.
That was to be expected, Mr
Peacock said, with the contin-
ued commercial culling of red
deer in the wapiti block.

He said reports from the re-
maining 13 parties were await-

The reports helped park
rangers with their own records
and would also benefit future
trophy shooters.

HUNTERS AND DEER FARMERS

Hunters the roar is in full swing, Edmends Game Consolidated |
. are paying cashon the spot for venison, pork and all byproduets.

Deer Farmers Edmonds are paying cash for all farm kiiled

For advice please contact

. venison until the end of April. So be in now.

P. Roff, .

36 Eton St, Otautau.
Ph 817 or 8492

88176

Helicopter Movement

Sir, — I read with interest of a heli-
copter pilot’s and park ranger’s mira-
culous escape after a tail rotor strike
(ST 21.3.81) in the Glaisnock Valley —
Edith Saddle area of the wapiti block in
Fiordland National Park.

Not wanting other trophy hunters to

| feel as I do on this issue before the 1981

trophy hunt_ had begun, and feel dish-
eartened, I have left this letter until the
hunt is under way. May I ask the Park
Board four questions:

1. What was a helicopter doing in the
area when it had been closed for two
‘weeks before hand to give what animals
are left a break from helicopter activity
for the 1981 trophy hunt which is now un-
der way? On reading further, it was
mentioned that a crew member of the

' helicopter involved was left on the hill

with a live deer that had been captured.
2. Why was the helicopter on a live,

' deer recovery operation in the wapiti

area when all other private recovery op-

, erations had been stopped for the sole

purpose of spelling the block for the
trophy hunt?

3. Was there not a case of much the
same thing happening at approximately
the same time last year when a ranger
did an unauthorized cull in the same
area?

4. What is the Park Board’s ‘1981
excuse?

' Disheartened Trophy Hunter (1981)

Te Anau H / i

[Asked to comment Mr J. P. Harty,
Commissioner of Crown Lands, said:
Tt has long been established policy not
tc answer anonymaous correspondence.
However, I am prepared in this instance

 to assure your correspondent that I

have investigated his complaint and I
am satisfied that any helicopter move-
ment in the wapiti area during the peri-
od under discussion was undertaken
only in the interests of trophy shoot-
ers.”’]



" |call {3

"Widen

Definition Of

Stock
The definition
should be widened

- Hetold the annual meeting of
| the New Zealand Deer Farm-
{ers’ Associatien in Chrisf.
{ church, theasseciation believed

-companies should kave the right
16 process farmed deer i they

\Wished.

Deer farmers could use their
own facilities, but the meat
pracessing industry had modern
becf processing facilities which
-had surplus killing capacity.

“In fact, some beet facilities
are operating ai 25 per cent of
capacity,”” Mr Blomfield sajd.

““These facilities, with Some
slight medification, would be
ideal for processing deer.

Hygiene

essed by meat processing com-
panies in a manner that would
satisfy Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries hygiene require-
ments and also those of import-
ing countries, Veterinarians
and meat inspectors are al.
ready on-site to provide a full
ante and post-mortem in-
spection which will satisfy all
markets’ hygiene require-
ments.

“"Farmed deer can be proe- [i

in Act

the Meat Aet |

“'In any event, you could, sub-
ject 1o the

deer within the definition of

USE Your own or meat company
facilities," he said.’

Industrial Issues

“However, 1 ‘Suspect your
trial issues. You wili all be

union will want coverage of all
deer processing facilities and
with our industrial reputation, |
You may not want this,
“Nevertheless, T believe you
would beunwisenoltoa_greelo ;

proc- |
essing facilities, and

essing companies, they

workers.""
In the past year there had
heen some improvement in in~
dustrial relations, and he be-
lived that more progress would
be made to resolve some prob-
lems during the year.

Mr Blomfield said not all

Many millions of dollars had
been spent upgrading and meet-
ing hygiene reguirements over
the past 10 years. It would be
wasteful not to use excellent
beef facilities for deer process-
ing, he said. !

“As I understand it, deer!
farmers have three main reser- ]
vations about meat processing |

| Companies processing  deer. |
These reservations are market |

related, cost related and indus- |
triai. =

‘From the marketing stand-
POInt, vou want to retain the
identity of your product. In this
connection, meag processing
companies would, of course, be
Prepared to kill for yon like any
other exporter, and You would

" retain ownership and market |
the venison according to your,
own specification." ]

Deer farmers were naturally |
concerned about costs, But it

. Would be a matter of debate
whether it would e preferable
o build facilities and process;
deer or to use existing beef-
house facilities which would re-
quire-little alteration.

e —————
————

freezing companies wanted to
process deer, but all wanted the
right to do so if they wished,

ment appointee,

product, but the industry is now
‘n the process of buiiding three
deer slaughterhouses, in South-

laughterin
amendment of the| Slaug B
Meat Act to include farmed | eXPOTt of venison, and the boarg

stock, have freedom of choice to b5

| (board —
! cided at
2 5 . sociation
real corncern is related to indus. — could be
aware that the meat workers I

ture of the whole lindustry as it
continues its recovery from the
twin shocks last year of 5 col-
lapse in velver prices and a
- Steep

the Meat Workers Unions hay- | stock.

should | the proposed Game Industry
deer be processed by meat proc- 5'-‘ Board has been circulated to ai]
will cer- - 1000
tainly be processed by our meat | 2tion, (
the commereial farmers in the
country.

pesed board would be to issue
eXxport licences for deer and
deer products, last season when prices plum-

bers of
members of the

Deer Industry

Special B "‘Q“Rd
(PA) : ' WELLINGTON
Moves are afoot in the deer indi fo set
up a special board to oversee its export drive,
The industry is now setting up increasing quan-
facilities for the|tities of meat came on Stream, |-

association executive officer,
ilmchael Pattison, sdid vester-
ay.

Nlziaces as

IS seen as a way of marketing
the new product in an orderly

ay. . “Venison prices are largely
Set by the West German mar-
ket, which has been fairly
steady over the past two or
three years. But with increas-
ing amounts of farmed venison
becoming available besides fer-
al venison, new markete will be '
sought,' he said. H

“And at that stage it is per.
haps more important to know
wha is selling. what, ang
where ™

Weak Saiter

The board could alse help
Suard against the weak seller in
Lie velvet market, although it
Was recognized that the market
Would centinue to be a difficult
and complex one.

Velvet prices showed a recov-
ery during the latest December-
January ceason, with an aver-
age price of about $110 a kilg-
gram. Supply and demand
seemed about i

It is hoped that the proposed
whose fate will be de-
the Deer Farmers' As-
conference next week
a stabilizing force in
€ volatile velvet market.

The board could shape the fy-

drep in the returns for
A set of draft regulations for

members of the associ-
which included most of

Export Licences
The main function of the pro-

in balance, unlike

It would consist of five mem-
the association, five
Game Industry
iation, and one govern-

meted 'dramatically mid-way
through,

Deer prices have also recoy-
ered, and are about $1000 for
mixed-age hinds, Mr Pattison
said. Prices dropped drastically
last year as a result of velvet
crash and a erackdown by the
Inland Revenye Department on |

Venison is not a large export

land, Bay of Plenty and North- |ihe fax savings available to deer
laad. __ |livestock buyers.
The board would ensure high|{ The association conference is

quality produce
orderly development of new

———

The Minister
has approved the

Wakatipu State Forest. |
The hunting area covers Access is from Lake .
16,500 hectares of the Caples Wakatipu at Elfin Bay by a

and Greenstone catehments
at the north west corner of
Lake Wakatipu, The region
is already very popular for
tramping and hunting.

Red and fallow deer are
the major species present,
and chamois are seen occa.
sionally. The fallow deer
herd is considered to be one
of the best in the country,
noted for its fine trophy
value.

Mr Young said
topography and vegetation
combined to provide a
typical South Island seenery
which would be a challenge
toall users, At the same time
the soils and vegetation were
in a stable condition, and
thus the area was well suited
to being a recreational hun-
ting area.

Caples - Greenstone Area
Now Recreational Hunting

of Forests, Mr Venn
establishment of the Caples-
Greenstone Recreational Hunting Area in the

the ‘

for export, and

being held in Christchurch from
Avpril 22 to 24, ]

THE Wanaka area will h
veterinary surgeon from

<
: hﬁﬁ.r i
. ' .

e gmn. =

ave'its own resident
next week.

Mr Gilbert van Reenen, who has been

specialising

Helicopters for the past two

based
permanent clinic in

in Queenstown,

Luggate.

Trained at Massey
Reenen was with the
Darfield and in private p
before moving to Queens

particularly concerned with

He :
cine and applying

preventive veterinary medi

is

veterinary knowledge
agricultural production.

Central Ota
i veterinarians

Alexandra.

in deer work with Alpine

and a half years,

will establish a
Wanaka while living in

University, Mr van
veterinary club in
ractice in Karamea
town.

to increasing

g0 is currently served by
based in Queenstown and

Young,

walking traeck through
various scenic and recrea-

Two former Te
seriously injured w
Ruatahuna, in the Eas

_—_Former Te
" Men Killed

Ansu deer hunters
hen

tion reserves, and also from | The dead men were Mr Ber-
Brichdale wharf. ! nard Cyril te Moana-Nui.a-
Mr Young said good pro- | Kiwa Milroy, aged 43, of Ruata-
gress was 'being made in. fgll:’g-r_and I;r 2ét::lm hé{szd!r::oom
ishi i 18, ag , W me
establishing recreational a Was given by poi s

hunting areas and he ex-
pected to announce the crea-
tion of further areas later in
the year.

Wanaka.

| head and

danger,

The survivor was
Feaver, aged 32,
address was given
gill. He is in the intensive care
unit at Rotorua Hospital with

Mr Stewart
whose home
as Invercar-

] chest injuries,
His condition was described
| yesterday as serious, but put of

All three men were based at
e g A

their helicopter erashed

tern Bay

Ruatahuna as mear hunters, a’
jobail three had previously car-
ried out at Te Anay.
Search

The men left their base at
Ruatahuna, where they were
working on deer Tecovery oper-
ations, at 10.30 on Monday
morning, and when they had not
returned by 4pm the civii avia.
tion division of the Ministry of
Transport was advised.

ther helicopter operators

Were asked to search, and one
flew to an area where the
Hughes 500 machine was last
seen. The operator found
Wreckage, and only one survi-
vor,

Adoctor was flown in, and the
injured man was flown to Ro-
| torua Hospitaj,
The twe bodies were not re-

were killed
of Plenty, on Monday.

Anau

and a third was
between Waiohau and
-

Mr Milroy was well known in
the Fiordiand area, where e
lived for years, He
worked on the West Arm power
Project in the J0s before be-
coming inveived in meat hunt-
ing and, eventually, helicopter
Wwork. He left the district about
three years ago.

The three men were in his
helicopter when it crashed, al-|
though it is not known who was
piloting it.

Mr Guthrie, who was known
as John Duncan when he lived at
Te Anau, was a shooter with Al-
pine Helicopters for about two
years, until earlier this year,

Mr Feaver flew in Forest
Service blocks in Southland and
for Alpine Helicopters for about
six months before he also head.-

1 covered until Yesterday morn-
 ing.

ed north earlier this year.




'FARMERS]
| PROTEST |
| CHOPPER
HUNTS -k

IN PARK

DEER poachérs in “phantom”-heli-
copters have zeroed in on the
Ureweras.

Tgegra have defied a Urewera National Park
rd ban.

Galatea farmers are concerned about heli-
copters intruding in the Urewera foothills.

The illicit operations were disclosed at the
annual conference in Tauranga of ‘the Bay of
Plenty province of Federated g‘armers

The conference called for enforcement of the
ban on helicopter deer hunting in the foothills,
The farmers will ask their national body to help

' have the ban enforced,

B. J. Doney, of Galatea, said the board had
opened up some remote areas to helicopter hunt-
ing. But jt banned flying in foothill areas used by
recreational hunters and youth groups,

In spite of the ban, helicopter hunters were
heavily exploiting the foothills,

Helicopters had their re‘fistration markings
taped over, Mr Deney said. If caught in the

rohibited area, the hunters
Eeen forced down by lack of fuel.

Rangers had egrienced extreme difficulty
in prosecuting poachers. When they did obtain 3
conviction, the fine was too small to be a deter-
rent. .

The helicopters were endangering legitimate
users of the area.

M. O. Ross, of Katikati, said helicopter hunt-
ing would stop when deer numbers dropped to a
level making it uneconomie,

.

LOCAL residents are upset that hunting
is encroaching on recreational isnd.

f nese Medicine and held dis-

i delegation was

claimed to have |

D

Led by Southlander Mr Ber-
nard Pinney, president of the
New Zealand Deer Farmers'
Association, the delegation re-
turned at the weekend after two

weeks in Peking and the North

EastH Cllﬂna provinces of Jilin

and Hei iang.

The dglugatlnu was invited

farms, the group saw the Re-
search Institute at Zhuojia, the
North East Forestry Institutein
Harbin, met scientists from the
Institutes of Traditional Chi.

cussions with leaders in the pro-
duction and marketing fields,

A seven-man New Zealand del
an insight into practical deer f

responded to calling, a stock
whip, a pole er in one case, two
Alsatian dogs, Mr Pinney said,

While visiting the two re-
search centres, the delegation
looked closely into the Tb test-
ing system and contact was

ation, and Tim Wallis from Wa-

naka, a helicopter deer recov-

€ t and deer farmer.
r’l;l?gi!irmey said last night a

fuller report on the deleg:é:t::g

findi is being prepar

will nl;l: released through the

“ROSEDALE” TUSSOCK CREEK
Thursday, June 18, 1981, at 12.30pm
THE SOUTHL

ASSOCIATION LIMITED will offer Account
Rosedale Deer Farm :

AND FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE

29 Species

In China, the group found thai
there are 20 species of deer,
with the key species for the pro-
duction of antler being sika and|
horse . The horse deer ls‘
similar to the New Zealand wa. |
piti red deer hybrids and is|
known locally in China as the|
malu. |
It produces large sets of an-|
tiers averaging about 3.5kgaset
in velvet before processing, the
told.
While half China’s velvet pro-

duction is consumed locally, the. |

main export market is South
Korea. Known locaily as the
Meihualy, the sika or spotted
deer is the predominent species
being farmed. i

in well laid out feed Iot areas,
fed concentrates, maize silage,
fresh cut grass and either dried
or fresh oak leaves.
- Herdsmen

In some instances, where
land is available, some hil] graz-
ing is done by herdsmen taking
the deer out once or twicea day.
The deer seemeqd very quiet and

AIRCRAFT FOR
SALE

ments.

maculate condition.

2. Hughes 300c, R

b,

maining,

DUNCAN, John. — On June 8,
lggl (as result of accident) at
 Ruatahuna, loved son of Denise
and Alan, loved fiance of Vicki,
loved brother of Sharon (S .
ney), Moana, Debra and Rei
(Queenstown), Mark (Crom-
well) and Kupa (Dunedin) aged
22 years. A service will be held
at his parents home Makarora
at 11am on Monday,June 15, the|
funeral then leaving for the
Makarora Cemetery. 98812

DUNCAN, John, — On June 8,
1981, at Ruatahuna, loved and
respecied friend and brother-in-
law of John and Willie (Queens-
town ). 11621

T

ponent times remaining,

equipment,

lison C20 turbine. %

be made by contacting;
WISHART HELICOPTERS
(1978) LTD
Hamilton Airport
Phone 437-372
Phone 434-925

o

Most deer inspected were run|

——
3

Wishart Helicopters (1978) Lud
have for sale 4 Helicopters that
are now surplus to require- ||

1. Hughes 300c, Reg HLT, 1978 |
model, very low hours in im-

{ eg HLA, new | .
Sept 1978. Total hours 1100,
good component times re- :

- Hughes 300c, Reg HJF, new |
August 1979. Total hours| |
2228-15. Excellent com- | 8

The three abeve are avail-
able with or without spray

4. Hughes 500c built 1975 but
only imported into NZ in|
1979, Very low total hours.| |
1537-15 with excellent com-
ponent times remaining, Al-

Full details and inspection can

made with the professor who|NZDFA in about a month.

two vice-presidents of the
NZDFA, Hans Fitzi (Auckland)
and Mark Acland (South Can-
terbury), Dr Peter Fennessy,
an Invermay scientist, Dr Whit-
ley Otawy, a medical prac-'

D.P

Al .

@)

[D.B

' INVERMAY 2nd ANNUAL DEER AUCTION
12.30pm Monday June 15

on the property Invermay Research Station
8 Mixed Aged Wapiti Hybrid Hinds
3 Wapiti Bybrid Breeding Stags

20 Yearling Hybrid Hinds

12 Weaner Hybrid Hinds

I5 2year Red Deer Hinds

. 20 Yearling Red Deer Hinds
35 Weaner Red Deer Hinds

Inspection from 11.30am day of sale
Catalogues avajlable at sale

Auctioneers:
RETD FARMERS LIMITED
DALGETY N7 LIMITED
WRIGHTSON Na LIMITED

'B.E
, The

ey
iHv s

DISPERSAL SALE
TE PUNA RED DEER AUCTION

llam WEDNESDAY JUNE 17, 1987

on the proper
MOUNT STUART, %(A

21 Mixed Aged Farm Bred HINDS
| 88 Yearling Farm Bred HINDS

Sex Farm Br WEANERS
12 Yearling Farm BredegTAGS :
6 Breeding STAGS

30 Mixed Aged Hi NDS, farm trained 12.30 months
LIGHT LUNCHEON PROVIDED
Catalogues available from the Auctloneers,
Reid Farmers Limited,
Durnedin or Agencies,

13 e fs

AHUNA

80486

*;—

10

preperties and can be recommended

20 Weaner HINDS
W. Pinckney & Co, Glenaray

ed|developed the eye test used| —
. and hosted by the Chinese Min- there. 20 Weaner HINDS
istry of Forestry. Apart from Mr Pinney, mem- K. Kelly, Otama
As well as visiting seven|pers of the delegation were the 10 Weaner HINDS

Dunrobin Stag Range, Mossburn
5 Weaner HINDS

. J. Marshall, Otautau
5 Weaner HINDS

Criffel Game Park, Wanaka

i f ckland, John 10 Weaner HINDS
gcmﬁu?gre‘::nﬁng g:e Nc;hw ‘Mararoa Statfon, The Key
Zealand Game Industry Associ- : L a0 Weanerl‘m_ﬂ)s
: P i i, ) L : R. J. Swann, Fairlie

10 18mth HINDS

it DR e RN <l - Jennings, Awarua
20 18mth HINDS /3 %

Linwood Parmership, Awarua !

18mth HINDS
Hamilton & Sons, Forest Hill

10 4% year HINDS
Criffel Game Park, Wanaka

10 Weaner STAGS
Mararoa Station, The Key
10 Weaner STAGS

. Broomfield, Invercargill

10 Weaner STAGS
; Homestead Wapiti, Oteramika Road

Weaner Hybrid STAGS
I 18mth Hybrid STAG

M. J. Brice, Rakauhauka

I Weaner Hybrid HIND
2 Weaner Hybrid STAGS

- Barnes, Longwood

2 Weaner Hybrid STAGS
above deer have all be

All deer are Th tested
Geoff Emk‘ir_&e Phone 78087 Invercargill

Enquiries to

" ﬁec‘l"s_ibn On
Deer '7157;*
Welcomed

The decision by the Minister
of Agriculture, Mr Maclntyre,
10 retain the classification of
farm-reared deer as game was
welcomed yesterday by the
president of the NZ Deer Farm-
-ers’ Association, Mr Bernard
Pinney, of Mossburn,

Mr Pinney described the
threat of deer being redefined
as stock “unfortunate in the ex.
treme.”"

“It effectively put a stop of
several months on the construc-
| tion of deer slaughtering prem-

ises, which have been planned
for a number of years.

““Deer farmers can now look
forward to the completion of
these facilities, and a start to
the slaughtering of farm-reared
deer before the year is out." he
said.

A change in the classification
of the deer could have effective-
Iy handed the slaughtering 1o
the ‘freezing industry, ' some-
thing the deer farmers did not
want. Mr Pinney said.

Southern Lakes Game Foods
Lid will soon add slaughtering
facilities to its game packing

| plant at Mossburn,

)eer Farmers Saw '
”/‘/"Chinese Methods

egation has returned from China with
arming metheds there.

2nd ANNUAL SALE OF SELECTED
FARMED RED DEER

en selected from fop Seuth Island
to intending purchasers.

12248
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Safety

Shooter’s Death

Strap

s/l.Snapped

(PA)

WELLINGTON

A helicopter deer-shooter, John Unsworth,

died because his worn
crash report says.
| The Te Anau shooter might
have lived if he had been wear-
ing a protective helmet, the re-
port says, i
Mr Unsworth died when he
was flung head-first into a rock
from a'crashing helicopter.
The crash happened on a re-
mote beach in the Big River
area of Fiordland, east of Puy-
segur Point, in October, 1977.
The helicopter ran into turbu.

lap-strap snapped, a
without significant injury,” he
said.

The helicopter pilot, James
Shewan, escaped the crash
uninjured. He and the wreckage
were spotted by a ing air-
craft 22 hours after the crash.'

Civil aviation regulations re-
quire helicopters to have shoui-
der harnesses, but Mr Chippin-
dale says they are usuaily
removed from the shooter's

o T ——— . .- _ -
° ® f
~ Missing Hunter Found
A man was found at 12.50 yesterday morning affer being lost for
. nearly 10 hours in the Blue Mountains, 946}51

Mr Clive Frederic Giles, of
Roseneath, near Dunedin, was
-on & hunting trip with two com-
-panions.
~ The three men splitup at 8.30
o Monday morning and ar-
ranged to meet up at 3pm.

However, Mr Giles was not at
the meeting place at the agreed
‘time, °
" "His two companions started a
search for Mr Giles and at Spm
‘they made voice contact with
the missing man. .

From the conversation that

' followed. the twa formed the

opinion that Mr Giles had a bro-
ken leg and was trapped in 2 val-
ley.

!fhe alarm was raised by the
two men at 8.30pm, when the
walked to the Forest Service
headquarters at Rankleburn.
The area ranger in Tapanui, Mr
Alan Jacksen, was confacred
and he arranged 2 search for the
missing man.

At 10.50pm, a team of five
men, made up of forestry work-
ers and Consiable A. Pine, of
Tapanui went into the area.

Another team nf nine forectry|

workers was sent in at 11.30pm,
but Mr Giles was found, fit and

well, at 12.50am by the first
search team. He had not broken .

¥| a leg, as thought, and had man- |

aged to build himself a shelter

and light a fire to keep warm, |

It took some time to notify the !
nther party that Mr Giles had:
been found, because the first
party did not have a radio.

It appears Mr Giles lost his |

bearings and had decided to re-
main where he was until day-
light.

5

MEN

Tired ond List
Feeling only Half)

Then why not
I

6/.&: &

o,

lence and a deer careass ¢l seat in any aircraft regularly

beneath it swung up and hit the | used for venison recovery.

tail rotor. The lap-strap, which Mr Un-
The Chief Inspectar of air ac- sworth had been using in place

cidents, Mr Ron Chippindale, | of a harness, was badly faded. It

said Mr Unsworth might have | was not marked as required by

survived the accident had his aviation standard orders and its

DEITI3A LIVESTOCK

ol
A/C FIORDLAND WAPITI PARK
 3rd ANNUAL WAPITI AND

Poaching Not|
Prgglem

_Helicopter deer poaching did

S inei 3 ; Lol seem to be 3 i
!s{eathenh:hgl;p him inside the lett glr‘;ﬁhglms::tlom were of HYBRID AUCTIQN Southland, the pmi%ﬁf,?,ﬂg
“The provision and weari Mr Chippindale says the heli- on the property at Te Anau NZ Deer Farmers’ Association,

of a suitable shoulder restraint | copier had been involved in Mr Bernard p inney, of Moss:

and a protective helmet would three previous accidents, each
have almost certainly -guaran- caising substantial damage to
teed his survival, probably | its airframe,

Thursday, July 16, 1981
commencing 12.30pm

10 gapit:' geanergg;lfLés ﬂ%ﬁ%&?&“ﬁ%&ﬁi&mgwmr: e
o ™ ® apiti Weaner : ¥
‘V a lt 1 Det alls 1 RisingSyearoldBybridBuLL = ! J&[ ¢ culgess ©f economic  gifn. STAG-Vite
! Rising 3yearold Hybrid BULL He said he was not aware of 3

; : I Rising 2 yearold Hybrid BULL ' problem locally, although that' An Oriental type Hes
€/7 24 Hybrid Weaner STAGS did not mean there had been no. Food manufactured fiog

ant e _ 23. Hybrid Weaner HINDS poaching, ' Pure Extract of

15 RedDeer Weaner HINDS wa?; g:;‘o;m‘;’!ﬁﬂg problem Red Deer Velves.
( 6 R ST and, he said, - ‘ -

Two. groups have been asked to give | Aucno;gg;gr yeaner STAGS : Available From:-

further details on their proposals for the
éventual relocation of the wapiti deer herd
from the Fiordland National Park.
This follows a call from the [for a possible breed
Minister of Lands and Forests, grammg, and to take g:%sgu?é

'Mr V. S. Young, !atg last year | off the animals, it was intended
for proposals from wild animal { to spe]l the wapiti area within |

We recommend the above deer 1o all intending purchasers |
wishing to upgrade their herds. All deer will be sorted into lots |
to suit intending purchasers. :

The weaners have been weaned since the end of Februz ry
and will be in a forward condition,

CATALOGUES AVAILABLE FROM DALGETY MAIN
BRANCHES

TOMS PHARMACY
448 Dee Street

fecovery operators and deer the park for six months, tor furt_her:infpnna_tion

farmers for the capture and During that time, effective | pﬁgﬁﬁ;g’rﬂ?’g;??m

farming of ‘Wapiti. from now, no wapiti or wapiti- - 1
' Mr Young said yesterday he|type animals can be taken,

had received 14 proposals and Wapiti trophies can only be
had asked two of the Broups in- | taken over a three-week period, |
'Volved to come back to his de- about April, and only those whe |,
|partments (Lands and Forest)|are balloted blocks are eligible
[With further details of their to shoot them.

| plans, However, the Minis g .
.. “The Government still pe- press secretary, Mr (}t}?le: : »

! i:gves that relocation of the wa- Beckford, said there weresome | i
| Piti deer cutside of the Fiord- animals which were not always | » : '
i land National Park is in the best réadily indentifiable as wapiti | — D E u I S D o U B I E D EAT )

Jinterests of tne deer, recrea-|and the spell meant the closi
{tional hunters and the many | off of the areaand letting all the |
e R S, ie, ¢
A PILOT suspected of buzzing” ducks By Jill Ni‘chc;las ar,:nl;:a'(‘-‘uthne, of

. thousands of users of the nation-| animals settle down.
{21 park who expect the park to| My Beckford said undoubt-
“be administered to the highest{edly the Southland National
standards,” Mr Young said, Parks and Reserve Board would

“The Department of Landsj he kept informed of what was

accidents fro

Auckland is preparing. 1

. to death with his helicopter. is himself . §
s ar Ul nvesignung | 8,00 By e Commissones | | go 9 % e v V761 Feaver, "aicn’ 25 St repors om the cause of
Baling pos-{ of Crow . and it % - L 5 ? s ey = §
| sible future habitats go,-_lf,_;_ ani- :blert:;ﬁld?uaﬁewgﬁgx Bernard Cyril Te ducks on the Matata Incident. Trith lunder- vived bat received seri- In recent weeks dee:

' mals."” ; Moana-Nui-A-Kiwa Wildlife Refuge (Truth, stands Mr Milroy was = ous head and chest in- stalkers and trampers
In the meantime, to prepare gigggf\{;;“;gg;;?;‘ el Y e iiey s fime 9), has been identi- not a licensed heli juries Aftomn poo days  who know the Urewn
“3 . Ruatahuna in the fied as the machine copter pilot. in Rotorua hospital’s in- bave complained ab
N T - = Ureweras, was killed Milroy was betlieved to tensive care unit, he icopters in the na.
2 e T e N when a helicopter ke own Was transferred home gigpa} park and

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE el
Waiohag and

WISHART HELICOPTERS (1978) LTD ) st o
fe.;l\lgfem r.:.ge tWo Hughes 300C Helicopters that are surplus to | ; f'ir’g’"’:':: e x'i i :t‘:‘r
;%gggm:eg gi'l‘lfmlmodei. Total hours from new 564, Which terrified the
$ compon'en.t . meigreng ilg;?:grr)odel. Total hours 2298, Exeellent y

The above are in immaculate conditi i i
; 0. Avai
withoty s i t M. Available with or

Full details and inspection can be made by contacting.
WISHART HELICOPTERS (19?8)0?.T%Pg

Steeles Road, Hamilion Airport ;
or PO Box 8054 Hamilton Q.7/G/$
Ph 437-372, 434.975 4

neighbouring areas !
They claim it'll only bé’
a matter of time befors
their recklessness
brings about the deat]
of an innocent
of the public.

Inguiries t made to Invercargill. The
in a bid to he?:ythe Ae- craShed three on board i
elimatisation Society When Milroy’s heli- the fatal flight were
find and prosecute the copter crashed in dense based in Ruatahuna
offender indicated that bush, another : er working on deer re-

i was at the con- also lost his Jife. He was covery. -

| trols during the May 13 22-year-old John Red- An inspector of air

[




'| Little practical attention has
been given to deer require-
ments and as a consequence
there has been a problem of
some stag deaths during the
winter period.

Low winter feed levels are
thought to have contributed to
the incidence of deaths in some
herds.

Invermay research has come
up with suggested deer winter
feed requirements and these
figures are now being mon-
itored, as conditions allow, on
three Southland deer farms,
wheére the planned feed has been
assessed at the start of the win-
ter. The animals are weighed
during the winter to determine

any significant changes in live

‘Winter Feed K

7o)

summer pasture and as a low
cost winter feed. )
Electric Fencing
The use of special electric
fences is assisting the allpca-
tion of winter feed, as well as
assisting the general feed ob-
servations, on the Southland Co-
operative Phosphate Company
deer farm at Awarua. :
The electric fences have been
adapted by the farm manager,
Mr Carl Pollock. .
Last winter Mr Pollock used
a four strand, 1.4 metre high
livestrand system but found
that it was not entirely satisfac-
tory as some deer had become
entangled in the thin wires.
This year he is using a new
het tape electric fence system.

equi

® A picking off the swedes af-
ter the stags have been taken
off. This is estimated to be
about 20 per cent of the crop.
® A sparse picking of grassona
rough run-off paddock. ;
The stags -are being allo-
eated: :
® 60 kilograms oats/mob/day.
® Four bales of lucemne
hay/mob/day. .
® The swedes are being fed
at 0.025 hectares/day. Shiftsare
every seeond day.
The weaners’ winter feed al-
location is: ‘
@ A six week grass rotation

years to the feed requirements of sheep and
ent of all grass wintering systems.

quirements
For Deer'Assessed

Considerable attention has been given in recent
cattle during the winter, resulting in the developm

conirol of feed rationing over

the critical winter period and

meant that the stags especially

could be wintered intensively on
wedes.

S .

It also opened up the possi-
bility of applying ni
fertilizers in the autumn to give
?;&m of grass for winter deer

. Mr Harbord said these re
sults tend to suggest the In-
vermay deer requirement fig-
ures were good, and that the use
of electric fencing as a means of
allocating feed to deer was very
successful.

on breaks of approximately 0.
hectares.

® - 60 kilograms of oats/day
allowing for a 10 per cent was-

tage.
® Half a bale

-

eeting Dined On

body weight. This tape is a bright orange of. Iucerne
e s S S T W1l Vel
cratve Phosphats Camparats| Iuters n the wind causing | , The results of the tia o the - Veltvet Sou
‘| farm at Awarua, Mr John Cow-| Visual barrier, easier seen by s property ; 3
ie’s at East Limehills and the m? deer. _ b . o4 An exclusive parade and display of deer suede clothing
Southland Farm Produce deer ﬁw: i’; [“;;me:ggﬁf;’ei'@ 25/5/81 - 3/7/81 was a feaiure ?f the annual general meeting and dinner of the Southland
‘aiﬁnﬁ rR%«gd Bgselz.ng given on|and 61 weaners onall grass, and | Hinds:  86kg 8Bke Deer Farmers Assedaﬁu- held on Menday evening. :
these properties includes grass| (e break feeding of 76 stagson | Stags:  130kg  128kg | The clothing was supplied by | Ciation represents the game| Farmers® Assoc:ztion
wintering, swedes, Siage: hay swedes. . i Weaners: + Mrs jean Allison of Wepitl mﬂkmghausesandgamem q-:ne exporters arein the
i, The feeding levels for hinds| Hinds  5Z&g .55k Handcrafts, Mossburn. | facturing houses and exporting. | main small companies and indi-
__ | has been assessed at 90 per cent | Stags:  57kg 6Zkg Guest speaker at the evening|  Any proposed deer slaughier | viduals esseatial to the industry
The deer appear to be doing| maintenance using Invermay| Farm advisory officer, Mr |l function held a: Ascot Park ho- premises if incorporated with a| for the compelitiveess in which
well on a silage ration and this | feeding levels: Mike Harbord who has been| te] was Mr Bernard Pinney who game packing or manufac-| theyuperate, exporting deerby-
| | supplement could have a place|g 6 kilograms bats/mob/day. | conducting the feed trials said gave an interesting and enfight-| turing licence, at present a They are not part of
| on intensive deer farms as 2|@ Three bales of Jucerne the use of the hot tape electric ening repor! of his recent visit| member of the N7 Game In-| the Game Association
| means of achieving high quality hay/mab/day. fences had enabled the strict! o China. dusiry Association, will have di-| at preseat, and have no access
= | _ He presented a clear descrip- | ract access to the Game In-| 10 the Game Industry Board, Mr
tion of deer farming in China | dustry Board through their own| Ryen
and if was obvious from the elected members. But slaugh-|  Although there are still some
| ‘questions afterwards members| ter premises set up as sach will grey areas 1o be worked ol
{'were keen to know more of thel either have 1o form their own| with regard 1 the proposed
Chinese style of deer hus-|{oremmization and sesk = Game Industry Board, Mr Ryan
Seventy members artended Agriculturs, or have represen-|in the deer industry and was|
t xwmw:ﬂ tation through the NZ Deer|supported by his commirtee.
: : Chairman, Mr Peter)
Ryan; secrerary, Mr H. Whwte: |
treasurer, Mr J. Cowie; com-
mittes Messts G -8
Creichsunk omd 1. Cos. Wapiti Herd
At the dinner that followed for Maritind the remarks by the MP
'| the meeting, 140 deer farmers| - Marlborough, Mr Doug Kidd, arro-
and their wives dined ona menn, gant and inline with his party’s thinking
| hatincluged velvet and ginseng| , on the Fiordland wapiti,
ssoup and roasted venison. Until his party comes up with land
Some dried outside the Fiordland National Park for
veivet flekes and other oriemtal ¢ the wapiti, how can they expect deer-
dishes thal served as appeti-) stalkers to believe they are interested
: 5 in the wapiti, and that itisnot a big con
In ks veport to the @ssoci-| to get them out of the park? No wonder
ation, the chairmas, Mr Peter there is fighting talk as he putsit. And to
Ryas said the only way & delr;If say the wapiti herd had to be eliminated
i m@uc_uwmﬂf:lmﬁ- { from Fiordland National Park if oniy to
L e e | protect the takahe which had its only
the deer mhsuy& = 4| * home on planet Earth there, the takahe
. m %mm ma! have all the Murchison mountai
IH e mﬂﬂdﬁm‘hﬂ: e which have been closed for years for
W_““l J ]l them. That's not in the wapiti area.
The Southland Deer Farm-, The wapiti area is from the middle
er<’ Association is 2lsoplanning . arm of Te Anau to Sutherland Sound.
= display &t this year's And he said those who wanted the wapiti
, m P Asspoiation herd preserved in the Fiordland Nation-
: O R’ summer show. - B e mgli?ys water up hill,
y i v T 3 Gasme Snliosiiy Board Sod ":sl‘;:dpe; in the farming
& -l - Zerlhi P ' 4 PUShlﬂg T
A red deer hind leaving the specially constructed weighing box m a?awm'k | . else up hill under his vaer:.;ne‘::jg
L I -- ngs sted with fhe 8 ! water should be easy. '
industry and which will eveats- | | 7[‘(; David Mackie
ally make up the Game Industry Clinton
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Pirate

copler

‘ !mnlers
in qun

rs in the gun. o
Deermhnnrt:e hl?nrtgm in the Ureweras are stil]
ing accused of ing. f }
beji%ldcﬁnnters’ ?@mpm have been fright-
ening people at a youth camp.

Helicopters operating nearby could en-
danger thgse staying at the Urewera Lions

!

in Urewera National Park
decided to try to Stop helicopter deer—recovery-
Operations there. .

pe& the situation at the camp, mountain safe-
ly representative Don H

lot of work with young people. We've had heli- |

copters close by and have had )
youngsters that they were not going to be shot
at.

“We have people blatantly bre: ing fire- |
arms regulations by shooting at Something they i
can’t see.”

Effects :

Deer stalkers who called the meeting say heli- *
Copter shooters fire indiscrimjnatel_y into the Bush.

The stalkers zre concerned about enyi : ital |
effects and the Possibility that poachers will “clean
out” the ares. '

They say the authorities don’t Seéem able to curb
illegal activities. i

Several hunters said they had considered they hag |
sufficient evidence about incidents but because of |
ineffective regulations the poachers were not prose- |
cuted.

But a helicopter operator told the meeting that |
reécreational hunters were being “too e€motional” |
about safety. : b

“We can see people Standing ip 3 clearing from 5
1000 ft,” he said. “We e¢an shoot within 25m of some-
one guite safely,” [

He denied an allegation that operators fired into !
dense bush to flush out deer.

A Forest Service Tepresentative sajqd the trouble
Wwith helicopters Was prominent in the northern eng !

; erelicensedoperatorsdidnotwork. |
Forest Service employee Harry Vipond told the !
were

S ' |
_

helicopter crash,

Those killed were the pilot,

Fiordlang area,

By tragic Coincidence the ac-
cident pg r from

the site of a simi}

Y were feported overdue
about 7pm and another helie
e made 5 quick but Unsuccess.

arc

Early g‘es:erday. a Royal
New Z_ealand Air For’-,:e

Whirinaki river near Mury, ara,
about 79 kilometres ease crIf? Ro-
torua, |
The crew Spotted the wrecy |
of the downed helicopter on the

o
boundary of the Urewera Na. |
tional pary.

The bodjes were flown to Ro-
torya,

Well Liked
Gare ang his wife Were
well liked in Te Anau, My Gare
flew for Alpine Helicopters and
5 res| ed as g Capable pj-

In Marep, he mana
safelylanda Stricken helicoper
‘N aripged areq of Fiordiang in
What police later described ag aj
“miracujops” piece of flying,

A fuel cap falling out ot the
Hughes 50p Machine shegreg off
the taj] rotor, which meant Mr

€ar managed to land i1, yp.
damaged, on 4 Tugged rocksiige
in the Glaisnpek valley. !
ir Stent hagd only recenyj
earned hig Commercia] helicop.
er pilot's licence and he spep; |

M en Kﬂ]ed g ars oy (ling o te

Two well-known helicopter Pilots who Jeft Te
reco

Sander hoped n;ere would not be
Anay only three months age too many problems. |
VErYy near Rotorua, wers killed “on Saturday la:f'a | AS t0 whether the closure

: ;2 cramatic acei- | reseye of in pitch ! submissions on the wapiti re- [}
€nt in the Glaisnock region, darkness in what M Stent de. location Proposal. f
€ Was aboarg g helicopter scribed as g «ya impressive There were 14 Submissions
ted by Mr Ausrip Osborne | piece of flying ' and he assumed the Minister’s

! how they fee] about a deer abat- | g
! toir at Rotorua.

| field officer sajd amendments | ¢,

deer farming in New Zealang,
plani of Consolidated Traders {1
d

- Rigid Clamp On |

W apiti Hunting

Two helicopter licence holders, three deer pen operators, and about
17 hunting permit holders wil| be affected by the Wapiti area in the
|  Fiordiand Nationaj Park being closed off to hunters,

The 17 hunting permits to bey al officer for parks and reserves The three deer Pen aper
cancelled- represent about 33’1:1 Southland, Mr Wynston Cogp- :\ro:;t!:! tease as soon as
Ppeople. er. icable.

The Minister of Lands and He said he thought the closing | - They would have to be give
Forests, Mr v g Young, an-| would achieve its Durpose and | time to 20 into their blocks as
nounced on Tuesday that the allow the animals to settle fémove the doors from e
area would be Spelled for siy down. gené or pqgluck them Open, M
months. This would take the is was g r. i eth- | Sander sajd. X '
pressure off the animals and odT;th i;:mving re':lf!;ds Trotrlrlt The 17-0dd hunting
Prepare for a possible breeding| \p area, - for recreation ]
programme. The chief fot'tha mercial ground hummg

useu"ng Down® Period = “?CE’e ranger for park, be cancelled from mid

at the aer, said yester- |7 le affected coujq
From yesterday, all shooting day that the fwo helicopter_ op- i

Permits for other areas,
and deer pen and helicopter op- €rators would cease Operations Opossum. huntin
erations in the wapiti area had| from Midnight, They would be tinu

Stopped, said the division. offered other areas, tmgi a:é?‘?i];a:uch
R — and tramping.
Increased Patrols
= = Mr Sander said he sug

There would pe those why
Would not be Very ity
the Minister's decision.

park staff, however, and Mr

| Would have the desireq effecthell
said the Minister obvionsly-
thought it would, Presumabjy.
he this on respenses he
had from those who forwarded

Ken part in the searchin Jupe these

Ironically” ny Gare had[ decision stemmed from some of
for three former Te 2 ; = SO

lenty on June 8, |

WO 0f the mep died in the |
Crash and the third was ser. |
ously injureq All three
al_so previously Worked ip
Fiordlang Venison Tecovery in-
dustry,

=i ~ The Southland Times, Saturday, August 1, 1981, 31

Venison Export Plan
For Rotorua:

(PA) ' ROTORUA
Rotorua coulg become one of the maip Cenires of the venison
€Xporting industry, A deer abattoir will be built at Mamaku and a secongd
company is to bujld an abattoir in Rotorua.
A third Company has “‘soyund- Vesterday the Wellington-baseq
out" deer farmers to find COmpany’s intention to build 3
Cer abatioir at Rotorua,
An application would be con-
sidered by the Rotorua District

aboul the firm building an abat.

10ir at Rotorug, the manager, .

MrP. s Way, said Yesterday
""No decisions have baep

Made yet,” he said. "‘We haye

approached a few deer farmars.

1o see if they are interested in
Oming involved.

He said the firm had pre-
viousiy beep invelved only /in.
wild game Venison, which was
acceplable only in West Gers
many.

However, farmed venison
could be exported throughout
the world and the company was

as “'sounded gur* deer farm- interested in diversifying to
W Mrw. Bramley.confirmed €rs 10 see how they would fee hand{e_ it. e
'-'_"——--_-—"-_—_——u_—___‘_—J— = T =i

A Ministry of Agriculture

The company manager of
New Zeajand Primary Process-
ors, MrR. H. ¢, Morris, Mount

No Deeisions

e manager of the packing | Bergs Garhe Ltd, Whakaaie,



" Helicopter S,
By

(PA) :

- The Civil Aviation Division of the Ministry of Transport is to launch a
investigation into helicopter operations in New Zealand.

The move follows five heli. will be manned by Lwa expe
copter accidents in the North [s- in the field of helicopter oper-
land during the past three ations, the assistant director of ticular concern as to whethe.
months. . U operations, Mr M. E. pilots and operators are using

The investigation is to start| McGreal, said in Wellington the best technigues,”!  Mr
" immediately and the divis:fhpn mtg:-jay‘rmeher _ ' McGreal said. .
expecis to take delivery this| ™ « eeo elicopter acei- : o
e o, Il denshavebeen st i, SO e et acciens

S iy o A e ‘_"""]niquﬁ_ although not ali had been
from careless Operation, Mr
i McGreal said.

Helipads

The investigation team would

locking at helipads and the
surrounding clearance, 1o see if
it could find defects in oper-
ations and do something to over-
come them. ‘
The division had a com-
mitment in air transport activi-

Safety Study

Civil Aviation

three-month

venison FECOvery operations,
and this has triggered off a

ties to ensure that operations
were of .a safe standard. The |
hired helicopter would be able
to fiy into work -places which
Were often deep in remote coun-
try, he said.

Constable R, F. Schollum, of

urupara said he was Very con-
cerned that four crashes had
taken place in the area over the |
last two months, but he dis-
counted rumours that helicop-
ters might have been shot down.

“When an accident in the
park — or anywhere — takes
place, wesend a special team to
the site of the wreckage,” he
said, p

“There has been no evidence -]
of foul play in any of the acci- 1
dents I have attended.”

Pilot Fined
P $1000 |

A 2§-year-old Christchurch man was fined
a total of $1000 after ‘Civ

Colin Francis Kelly, a helj-
Copter pilot, was charged with
three counts of breaching civil
aviation regulations and one of
deer in the Waituty

of the occupier. The site was in
the Long Point areq of the Wait-
utu Valley. He was convictea
and fined $200.

The second.c e was that
Kelly, being a piti?:ign command
of an aircraft, fiew the aircraft
in New Zealand when it did not
visibly bear registration marks,
He was convicted and fined’
$200

The hearing was
over by Judge Anderson,

The 1rsﬁnrge was that Kel-
ly, being a pilot in command of
an aircraft, landed in g place
that was not a ficensed azero-

No Log Book
The third charge wags that!

dgp

A : . drome and without the approval | Keily dig Willully fail to keep a
: xTE 2 i ' the flight undertaken
Dr Ken Drew, with the nearly completed research abattoir in the background. Although deer slaugh- o on January 15, ;ﬁl_ He was con.
- S AT A . il illed here. : . victed and fined $200.

terhas a priority in the building’s design, all animals will be kilied here DEER TRAP LINE de: I;ounh charge of catching 5
=y . FOR personal reasons I wish to out :h:cq:;gtlg;t&: gggyerwv:fl:;
sell my deer trapping business defended. The case was lost ang
“IrSt deer slaughterhouse Lt SEEIED
; Doubtful Sound area. _ | 35 " Witnesses

I'would prefer tosell the busi-

Construction of the first commercial deer

; i cern. Assets i Kellyhad no solicitor appear- !
slaughterhouse in the Soyth Island, at Mossburn, s % ta e ook Orpneraﬁn& ing for him. The charges were! |
s been given the green light and the Plant is expected-to be operating towards the end of Novy- I-SWB Hardtop I_.ancl:l’roverR sizg- bﬂmgg: by the conservator of |
; ; ted on the Wilmot Pass Road. forests.
ber. Sas ; / 1 ; :tel%ﬁ 6 Wattsline aluminium At the time of the offences e
e head of Wilson  The existing packing  He said the Success of the Despite this drop in ton. runabout with I15hp Johnson Was living in Te Anay_
I's Game Department, house was fully licensed to venison industry so far was nage the meat was worth and 10hp Honda auxiliary, Re- m’i‘he b took almost two
1 Scandrett, said that  export and was of a high ;¢ game meat status. It about $5.5 million both in alistically the plant aiready o DA T AU
4 seven month wait stendard. The new deer LIS, ; 1972 and 1980. He expected mentioned plus the 9 radio =
dinistry of Agriculture slaughtering premises Y35 Significant that the venison exports to increase transmitters and other spares |
Fisheries had given would be built within the farmed deer would be

ission to construet for
-ompany deer slaugh-
g premises at
burn, in  central
and, where 2 sub-
'y of Wilson Neill;

lern Lakes Game
5, has a licensed game
ng house.

said construction was
ed to begin towards
d of August. It would

about the end of
1ber, in plenty of
or the main season’s

existing factory, though an
extensive yarding complex
would be added.

The packing house would
still handle feral deer, but
as the numbers were
dropping off, the farmed
deer would become the
main  operation. The
slaughter-house was de-
signed to handle 150 deer a
day, as well ag the feral
deer. The present staff of
10 would be inereased to
about 18,

-

slaughtered
Bame regulations, This
allowed the farmed
‘enison to retain the game
tlassification. The bulk of
he . meat would be
:xported, though some

would be kept for the loeal
tonsumer.

_He say Venison produye-
1on as a growth industry,
B 1972 New Zealand
>Xported 4,400 tonnes. Last
réar it was 1,060 tonnes.

under the

to the 4,000 tonne mark
again over the next four fo
five years. The monetary
value would rise in pro-
portion.

The Mossburn slaugh-
ter-house was expected to
be the only one operating
commercially in the South
Island this season. Others
were believed to he
planned for Hokitika on the
West Coast, and in ‘Can-
but neither was
expected to be operating

should be worthat current mar- |
ket rates around $12,000. ;
The traps are still catching
steadily but must be sold so the
best offer over $12,000 will be
Accepted. 27895

13/5/s

this season. ;



Deer Parasit

l?/‘i/&v

researcher

at Invermay may lead

Dr Tom Watson began his re-
search at Invermay Agricul-
tural Research Centre in May
1980 and is in New Zealand on a
three year National Research
Advisory Council fellowship,

] He is'a Master of Science,
{

serving the disease status of
Virginian deer.

This was also a2 management
programme based on the inter-
nal worm burden of the deer as
an indication of the state of the
heaith of the herds and their
numbers, X
Dr Watsen said the worm bur-
den count in the animal’s faeces
appeared 0 be an efficient
method of determining man-
agement policies for feral deer.

Experimental

The attraction of NZ for him

as a researcher is the avail-
ability of deer in large numbers
in a farmed situation. No other
couniry in the world at present
is able to provide deer as an ex-
perimental animal under sim-
ilar conditions.
His work at Invermay will
place special emphasis on inter-
nal deer worm parasites of fis-
sue and lung worm — with rec-
ommendations as to
preventalive and  control
drenching.

Much of the present research
into deer is concerned with
breeding and nutrition and little

2
h course of his studies developed

graduate of the University of
Guelph, Toronto and during the

1 * ' 2 special interest in deer and

E . deer parasitology.
L { Originally an agricultural
' , college, Guelph now covers all
; : academic fields and has more
# than 10,000 students. -

Dr Watson's involvement
with deer began witha two year
study of external parasites of
Canadian white tail or Virginian
deer.

Canadian legislation in most
provinces prohibits the Keeping
of deer in a domestic environ.
menl except in game parks. The
animal is classed as a recrea.
tion animal with a shoofing sea-
son of about one month,

Deer are not considered a
| | noxious animal as in New Zea-
' | land and in fact there is concern
' |in some areas of Canada of the

ing and control of a problem about which little is

may have a lower worm burden
due to their being more widely
Spread out and not in the same
contact with each other as
farmed deer. Once feral deer
are brought inio an intensive
stocking situation it was only to
be expected that there would be
an increase in internal para-
sites. :

Dr Waison said there appears
10 be evidence that suggests
deer may show an immunity to
internal parasites with age, and
many le now seem to stop
drenching after the first year.

The farms co-operating in the
survey, will be inspected three
times a year in order to deter-
mine the theoretical high and
low worm infestation levels
which may vary according to

seasons,

Dr Watson saida preliminary
study has suggested that there
are no significant high worm
burdens present on any one
property, and he has not. yet
seen a case that could be clas-
sed as a clinical exampie.

Deer also appear 1o be able to
tolerate a higher level of worm
infestation than sheep or cattle,

known at present.

declining deer pepulation,
Management

By studying the parasite ley-
els of feral deer, it is thought
that controlling authorities will
be able to adopt management
plans such as shortening or even
closing shooting seasens, or cul-
ling, if numbers suddenly in-
crease above acceptable Jevels
- that can be sustained by the en-
| | vironment.

Canadian research is zimed
at determining whether or not
there is a clinical problem in the
wild deer population as well as
finding out whether age and sex
of the deer have any bearing on
infestation levels.

Following his two year study
in Canada, Dr Watson was em-
Ployed by a wild game con-
Servancy in the southern states
of the US based in Georgia
where he worked closely with

the University of CGeorgia ob-

significant animal health work
has been completed.

His first task was to conduct a
survey of 80 deer farms
throughout Southland and Otago
and parts of South Canterbury,
chosen on a random basis, to at-
templ to get an overall in-
dication of parasite levels. This.
was done by assessing the worm
burdens in [aeces on the )

It appears to Dr Watson that
most deer farmers are using a
wide variety of drenches and us-
Ing them at varying strengths
and at different times during
the vear,

bmthisreasontsasye:mz-

known.
Co-operation

and private helicopter deer re-
covery operators have been co-
operating in the programme by
forwarding faecial samples
from feral deer. The worm
ulations of these will be com-
pared with those of farmed
deer

The farmed deer industry in
Australia is still in its infancy
and Dr Watson'’s research may
well have implications for NZ
should Australia decide to im-
port future breeding stock. Aus-
tralian deer are free from tissue
worm and Dr Watson said that
imports of live animals into
Australia would probably have
to be certified as free of the par-
asite.

But even with the present ran-
dom drenching, Dr Waison does
not see overdrenching as @ prob-
iem apart from the cost of
dreach. Once farmers begin to
cull breeding animals more
severely for selection, they will

B S = <

not wish to waste time and mon-
ey drenching cull animals, rhe
said.

The fissue worm requires an
intermediary  host, usually
snails or slugs, which are inge-
sted by the deer during grazing,

Lung worm larvae develop on
the pasture and the adult worm
Benerally settles in the bronchia
of the animal.

Once tissue worm is in-
ftroduced to a property and
jreaches a high level of in-
festation it may take a consid-

Intensive Stocking

Deer may also be less suscep-
tible to internal parasites than
sheep or cattle, but Dr Watson
said that no-one has done suf-
ficient research to find out if
this is in fact true.

Dr Watson believes feral deer

F Y Wniahts
= NMA

Good Red Deer Hinds

erable and expensive control
programme to reduce it to a
manageable level.

Trials
Following on from his prelim-

inary work, Dr Watson hopes to
‘carry out drenching trials to

on

RED DEER HINDS find out how often drenching
WANTED {should be carried out and at the

hs th i i -

Wanted number :ﬁl:ig: e:n It;u will give opti- |

He has already infected a

I herd of 20 deer at In-
WRIGHTSON NMA . e
LIMITED, T SEeee e
Phone 478 Te Anau
Phone?lllKenaingm
36337
e U

The Fiordiand Park rangers | |

vermay with the worm para- |
sites so that he can closely mon-
itor the worm life cycle, an
essential part of the pro- |
gramme if true drenching rec- |
ommendations are to be form-
uiated. |

Dr Watson said that research |
work in Austria had di a
hind leg paralysis that was at-
tributed to tissue worm. The
Symploms of this problem were
similar to a copper deficiency.
Therefore it was possible that
where an animal shows signs of
copper deficiency on copper
deficient pastures, it could in
fact be due to tissue worm and
may need to be treated as such.

Dr Watson believes the only
other countries at present car-
rying out major parasite re-
search were Austria and Swe-
den, where reindeer were under
Study.

Hehas found the idea of farm-
ing deer for profitan interesting
concept. Dr Watson said it in-
trigued him that it is so €asy 1o
bring feral deerontoa farming
situation where they adapt so
readily.

i The destruction of kakapo by

| cats on Stewart Island had

| thrown into sharp relief the role
of the predator in the destruc-

| tion of native birds, Mr
McKenzie said,

It must give added strength to
the opinion of bushmen, deers-
talkers and prospectors that
stoats in Fiordland were much
more a threat to birdlife, partic-
ularly flightless birds, than deer

1 ever would be.

“While I am aware of re-

search being carried out on

——rd e el

. T ———

Permits could be

yesterday.

With the arrival of spring,
helicopter deer hunting activi-
ties increased and with it the
number of operators who en-
croached into forests they did
not have permits for or on to pri-
vate property without the own-
er's permissjon.

While a number of poachers
had been prosecuted in the past,
the biggest fine imposed was
400

i Ti'iat w;as only worth about
two deer and not at all a deter-
rent, Mr Main said,

Asked what an effective de-
terrent would be, he said:
“With persistent poachers
WE're goiig to consider cancell-
ing their permits for Crown
land.”

It took a lot of time and
trouble to prosecute an illegal

Permit
‘Be Can

poachers continue to persist with their illegal
activities, Mr Chris Main,
Forest Service’s Southl

C

ér,

elled

cancelled if helicopter

of the New Zealand
and conservancy, said

Operator and 1t had to be worth-
while,

. Decrease
Mr Main said a decrease in
deer numbers was responsible
for a ot of the peaching. How-
ever, the number of poachers
Was not as high as it once had
been because the number of

helicopter operators had de-
clined. ’

Only 20 permits had been is-
sued this year and he did not ex-
Pect many more applications.
Last year 37 permits were is-
Sued.

While 20 was a good number,
Mr Main said the operators
would still have their work cut
out for them.

“They will have to really
work for those animals — their

overheads are so high."

Area

' stoats, I doubt if the seriousness

Removal to Wapiti
Area Unwise '

of their activities is being ap-
preciated,” he said.

As arguments over the effect
of deer on native bird popu-
lations had raged, kakapo had
all but disappeared from Fiord-
land, even from those areas
where deer never existed.

"It seems as the ta-
kahe will sutfer a similar fate,"
Mr McKenzie said.

Either methods to eliminate
the predators had to be found, or
the vulnerable and endangered
birds should be shifted to a safe
refuge, Mr McKenzie said.

**A proposal to shift takahe to
the wapiti area would be an act
of the utmost folly."”

Apart from the climatic con-
 ditions, there would be no relief
. from predation, he said,

It has always seemed sirange
that deer come under savageat-
tack for being responsible for

I the decline of the takahe, Mr
McKenzie said.

“It seems quite evident that
many people have been fooled

by people, such as Government
deer . killers and coemmercial
hunters, both with a vested in-
terest in the continued vilifica-
tion of deer.”

Mr McKenkie said he had)
been one of the very few deers-
talkers who would listen to ar-l
Buments in favour of the re-
location of wapiti.

He said he considered the wa- |
piti affair something of 2 na-
tional disgrace and the estab-
lishment of them in another
area might alleviate it. f

“However, 1 accept it under .
compulsion. The wapiti herd is
being wantonly destroyed and |
their value as an attraction for
those who want an outlet for
hunting instincts and spirit of
adventure is being lost — to me
the utter antithesis of con-
servation.

“1 believe the final outcome
of the proposal to bring the wa-
piti out and to stock the wapiti
area with takahe is not in the
public interest,”” Mr McKenzie

said.
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i Christchurch (PA). — T.
J. Edmonds Ltd is to take a
40 percent interest in a
deer slaughter and packing
ouse to be built at
burton, the general
ger, Mr P, J. Mor-
told the annual

company
Canterbury Venison
N.Z.) Ltd, had yet to be
registered, and because it
would be centred at
ishburton tremendous
regional development in-
ntives were available, he

r:'Wbrk would not begin on
the site for another three
months, and it was hoped

Deer packing
house venture

that the deer slaughtering
premises would commence
working next April, Mr
Morrissey said.

_ At the last annual meet-
ing, the chairman, Mr C.

W. Evans, said he had re-
ferred to the moving of
machinery

: from
Christchurch to Auckland. ' .
T « tried technique and needed

he northern
manufacturing unit had
now duplicated the

diversity of
made in Christehurch, and
more than 90 percent of
production (excluding
Oxo) required for the top
half of the North Island
was packed in Auckland,
and 48 percent was de-
stined for the southern
North Island.

This represented a sig-
nificant saving in ever-

increasing freight costs, he |

said.

During the first thre_ei
months of the new finan-
cial year group sales have
shown a slight improve-
ment."” '

Excellent sales in-
creases were made in the
basic commodities and

manufactured  products,
although group sales had
shown an increase of only

roduction

o

Dr Ken Drew, head of Invermay’s Animal Nutrition Unit

deer and N.Z. wapiti stags.

The genetic advantages

e i

of Canadian wapiti

The introduction of Canadian wa
Invermay Research Station which

because of its uncertain genetic background.

Initially Invermay’s
Animal Nutrition Unit con-
sidered the possibility of
importing Wapiti semen
from Canada, but unit

' leader, Dr Ken Drew said

his team came up against
problems when consid-
ering this move.

The artificial insemina-
tion of deer was an un-
known field. It was an un-

a lot of basic research

 before any success could

be assured. The preserva-
tion characteristics of deer
semen were unknown, and
could be like that of sheep,
for which semen could not
be frozen, only chilled and
used quickly. There was a
big difference between the
storage ability of species.

Last year 18 deer were
artificially inseminated
and all the suspected pro-
blems showed up. In this
sphere there was no com-
parison between the A.IL
operation on a cow and that
on a deer. Of the 18 in-
seminations only two hinds
conceived.

It was during this time

that the prospect of im-
porting live deer was sug-
ested, and found to be
easible. The greatest
hurdle was the need to
comply with very stringent.
animal health regulations.
The source was to be the
Elk Island National Park
in.Canada.

MANAGED HERD

Dr Drew said although
the park had a range of
wild animals, their num-
bers were carefully con-
trolled. For the Wapiti, the
management programme
included a round-up every
two years. All animals
surplus to requirements
were given away.

As the parks were seen
as part of the national
heritage, the animals were
never sold but donated.
This could be to the other
200 parks, or zoos.

Invermay approached
the park authorities, on the
basis of purchasing wapiti
for research. The request
was granted, and 30 calves
were  allocated. The
animals were to be a dona-
tion from the Canadian

8.4 percent, reflecting the
downturn in_game meats._ﬂ

=t Government to the N.Z.

| Government.

Dr Geoff Moore, from
the Nutrition Unit went to
Canada to help with the
capture and. feeding and
management during quar-
antine. The deer were
quarantined for four weeks

¢ in £anada, and for 60 days

inN.Z.

. . The Canadian
authorities worked through
‘the Ministry for the

* Environment and offered

piti or elk, will add a strength to deer trial work at
would not have been possible with the N.Z. wapiti,

every assistance. The park
was in Alberta and had the
advantage of being near
Edmondton International
Airport. =5
CAPTURE PROBLEMS
The capture operation
did not go as well as hoped.
The round-up depended on
hard winters bringing the
wapiti down to the lower
country where they could
be fed and eventually driv-
en into yards. Unfortu-
nately the Canadian winter
was mild and the numbers
were never eaught.
Eventually 23 Wapiti

'were quarantined for N.Z:

— 14 males and nine
females. Although
yearlings had been sought,
to make up the numbers
there was a mix of one and
two yvear-old animals. All
23 deer arrived at In-
vermay on June 10.

He ‘said the deer had
been wintered in the
covered-in yards, as they
stil had their summer
coats, having come from a
northern spring. They
were recently shifted to a
pine plantation, where
there was good shelter.
Concentrates and hay were
still being fed out.

Dr Drew expected them
to be mated about March
1982. If they were still in
Canada, they would be
mating about November.
The first year or so would
be spent getting the herd
established, then the trials
would begin.

COMPARISONS

The programme will be
to compare Canadian
wapiti against the N.Z.

, with some of the research stations red

Arials

1

g e

' 1 terest would be heid by farm-
| ers, mainly deer farmers.
. . Besides
‘deer, the facility: would also
handle frozen lamb carcasses
supplied from a freezing works,
he said.

wapiti, in crossbreeding
trials with red deer. This
will probably begin in 1983.

He said that in order to
evaluate one bull, it would
have to be mated with 30
hinds. THis would then
give enough progeny fto i
make full comparisons. |

(PA}

40 per cent interest in a deer|
slaughter premises and packing
house to be built at Ashburton,
the general manager, Mr P. J.
' | Morrissey, told shareholders at
* . the annual meeting yesterday,

Canterbury Venison (NZ) Ltd,

- had yet to be registered, and be-

‘cause it would be centred at

Ashburton tremendous regional

| development incentives were
{ :avaiiable, he said.

tamb carcass facilities would be
separate.

site for another three months,
and
slaughtering premises would
start working next April. Mr
Morrissey said.

- VENISON!
FOR SALE

Saddles
Hind Legs or
Whole Carcases
Government
G.P.H. Inspected

Same Day Delivery to
Queenstown Hotels

Contact: R. Brookes

Phone 605-R Queenstown

Hindleyburn Deer Farm
Frankton

Packing |

Inilioat

CHRISTCHURCH
T.J. Edmonds Ltd is to take a

The new company, called

The remaining 60 per cent in-

processing farm

The deer slaughtering and

Work wouid not begin on the

it was hoped the deer

It would be necessary to
have five bulls for each
breed type, so between the.
N.Z. wapiti and the Cana-
dian wapiti, the full trial
would add up to at least 300
animals each season. As
Invermay could not handie
this number along with,
other deer experiments, '
these trials would be car-|
ried out off station. |

The trials would be to

assess meat and velvet
production, and would be
the same as those already
in progress. The Canadian
wapiti would be crossed
with red deer, but not with"
the N.Z. wapiti. -
. “While commercial
importations will no doubf
be used for up-grading the
N.Z. wapiti, this is not the
intention of our operation.
Because the animals were
donated from the Canadian
Government, we have un-
dertaken not to sell to
commercial operations.™

“We intend to honour
this commitment. In the;
future as the purebred
herd increases, these off-
spring may have to be sold
or slaughiered. But with'
nine does, this prospect
could still be ten years off.
Where there are off-station
some of = the
wapiti/red deer cross

-animals will be left with

property owners. But these
will not be purebred
animals.”

izations that
posals were asked to come back
to the Minister with further de-
tails by August 31, .

No Decisio
Yet Onk
Wapiti Herd

A decision on the relocation

of the wapiti herd in Fiordland
has yet to be made., i

Late lastyear, the Minister of |
Lands and Forests, Mr V. .|
Young,
from wild animal recove
erators
It)lgg capture and farming of wa-

called for proposals

op-
and deer farmers for |

Twoof the 14 groups or organ-
submitted pro-

The Minister's press secre- |

tary Mr Gyles Beckford, said!
yesterday the two departments
gg?csemegi (Lands and the For-
ervice) wer i

these two . i
partmenis’
would be put to the Minister.

. When this would happen was
%hed'-'ﬁé qﬁlestion." Mr Beck-
ord said. He could not predi

the date, <A

proposals. The de-|
recommendations

|

T
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Meat production principals

the same for deer .-/
enison Company | G it il
My Restructured

e
1~ DEERTRAP LINE

FOR personal reasons I wish to

sell mp;deer trapping business
consisting of 29 traps in the
Doubtful Sound area, I would .
prefer to sell the business as a |
going concern. Assetsinclude 29

traps still operating. One SWB
hardtop Landrover, shuated'oﬂ
the Wilmot Pass Road. A 16'6

Wattsline Aluminium runabout
with 115hp Johnson and 10hp
Honda auxiliary. Realistically
the plant already mentioned
plus the 9 radio transmitters

spring that will be larger than they are,
applies to deer farming, as it does to other
branches of the livestock industry,

The head of Invermay’s
Annual Nutrition Unit, Dy
Ken Drew said: “The cost
of feeding female breeding

two years showed the rod
deer at 5 percent, the
wapiti/red hybrid at 15

Two new partners have taken up shares in the Mossburn-based percent and the wapiti at 10

3) 43806

the shares of the company,
Which is being restructured, un-
der the new name of Southern
Lakes Venison Packers Ltd,
The ownership of the balance

of the company, 52 per cent, will

| be held by the present pariners,
Wilson Neill Ltd and Alpine
Helicopters Lid.

1 -

Deer Seminar Next
=kl Month

A co-ordinated nation-wide lecture tour on deer farming will be

and other spares should be ' > S0 stock was a substantial ~pereent. This was the
worth at current market rates Southern Lakes Game Foods Ltd, which is alse to change its name. _ part in the final eost of any mean average of two
around $12,000. still catching | . rs Co-op As-| The restructuring of Southern |qeer slaughtering premises meat production operation, years, and. for some un-

Jue Stags a1 sold so the Southland Farmers NMA [Lakes Game Foods Ltd has |which are adjacent (o, and part {  whereas the upkeep of two known reason the death
|steadily but must be s will be sSociadon anthEI%;l mucem of [been implemented at a time lof the packing house, will pro- | gr three sires was rela- rate in the second year for
Dbest offer °5°$1lc2f Rt Saen I when feral deer production, al- lyjde an excellent service in- tively modest. Thus, the red deer carrying hybrid

i dustry to deer farmers in South-
land and Otago.
Farmers in these areas will
have the option of having their
deer handled by anyone of three |/
shareholder companies.
Wrightson NMA, Southland Fa-
remrs Co-op, or WEIson_Neil!
“|Ltd. These companies will ar-
range for stock to be delivered
to the plant, slaughtered, pro-
cessed and then sold on owners'
e e < ghtering prem: |
The deer slaughts em-
ises are almost completed and |
the first s!’auggﬁe_:ri:;g tn%s_;%{lg | .
to take place wi 2
te];;epc :;ﬁ 10 days. %ommercia! { | The N.Z. wapiti had ob-
slaughtering is expecied to . Vious superiority in size
starl in the middle of next| both in terms  of body
month, with an official opening | weight and in vatott

though stable, has declined
from former high levels, and
farm deer production is about to
start in volume.

Directors of the new com-
pany are confident that _the ex-
isting game packing house facil-
ities and the nearly-completed

object of the breeding
triais with red deer and the
N.Z. wapiti, was to test the
feasibility of the larger
wapiti  sire over the
, Smallerred deer females.
i\ The efficiency of turning
i £rassinto meat and velyet,
were important consid-
erations for the fufure of
deer farming, and it was
hoped Invermay would be
able to come up with an-
SWers to the  questions
_fa:;cmers would eventualy
a

calves doubled. About 5 fo
10 percent would have been
acceptable. Because of the
two conflicting results, the
answer was uneertain, and
more (rials would be nec.
essary.

Dr Drew said the hinds
experiencing  difficulties
were smaller, and next
séason only the larger
animals would continue in
the trials. Another possible
cause of birth problems
Wwas overfeeding. As all
deer in the Southern Hemi.
Sphere. calved in late
November or early De-
cember, there was an
abundance of high quality

. ini heduled for late| antlers over the red deer. feed. In future  trials

conducted next month by a team of five speakers drawn from the Ministry lceremony. sc : : i rials,
it = - ightso January or early February. The trials were designed to grazing would he carefull

of Agriculture and Fisheries, agricultural consultants and Wrightson Preaer ey determine the advantages controlled. %

NMA Ltd.

They will utilize the known | During the period e ieihe mmiamfnrgc i‘}%f’éfﬂé";‘&ﬂé‘
o ing and | 100k a major part in three pro- :
t;arg:;?a;se?; ?ge; ;a;i?;ré%-:jﬁ grammes imed at the dairy in- | St2e Insurance Theatre on

> . ; : Tuesday, October 20 beginning
signed' to hold the attention of |dustry  conducted in the maim e e R
nessey, assisted in the South is- |
venison and velvet will be dis- |

the audience dairying regions of the country. |31 12
land by MAF farm adviser, Mr |
cussed by Mr John Scandrett of |

Scientific data will be pre- | —ag= g -~ e, e
sWBoard Looks At
Mike Harbord. In the North Is-
Wilson Neill Lid and Mr Dick |

As different bulls were
used each year, there could
have been a sire defect.
This would not be unusual,
especially  where  the
genelic background of the
animals was unknown.

GROWTH

When weaned the req
deer weighed about 50kg,
the hybrids 56kg, and the
wapiti T5kg.

As yearlings the red deer
were up to 95kg, the
hybrids grew 20 percent -
faster and made 106kg,
while the wapiti reached
138kg.

of a cross between the
wapiti and the smaller red
deer.

Red deer were ideal as a
breeding base, especialy if
their hybrid offspring re-
tained some of the wapiti
sire’s size. If on the other
hand, a herd of wapiti
hinds was_luse? the carry-

' Ing eapacity of a property
could be halved. 2

. The wapiti was really
Just a big red deer and this
Wwas one reason why in-
ter-breeding had oceurred
S0 readily i the past and
could be continued.

sented by Invermay scientists
[ul
land they will be assisted by | : ,
Ruzkura researcher, Mr Geoff | e lco er cc ess !
Asher. ,

Dr Ken Drew and Dr Peter Fen-
Marketing and production of '

The Southland Natienal parks and reserves board has been asked to
recensider its decirion to allow anglers to be flown into Fiordland National

BSOS | | Park by hlcoptr. s, o e TS 2 D00 0 e
TIhe profitability and share- | he do this,  doubtless find it difficult t0.ap- | made no provision for private d : : ;
farming of deer will be the topic However, rather than do this, preciate the effect they had on helicopter operators. As well, feeded to produce a 27 performed better in the

month red deer or N.Z.
Wapiti - 38 percent was
taken up by the mother,
during the gestation and
lactation, period. But with

first year, being 40 percent
ahead of the red deer, This
again suggested a sire de.
fect and only further trials
would bring positive an-

of a private farm consultant

specializing in deer, Mr Peter
Floyd of Hamiiton. ]

‘| The most comprehensive and

up-to-date film yet produced on

j it decided at its meeting yester-
{day that the only operator au-
 thorized to fly fishermen in, Al-
< pine Helicopters, should be
‘approached with the aim of
ging its ficence to exclude

 changing

the angling resource and the
frustration they caused foot-an-
glers’ expeditions, Mr Hall-
Jones said.

Helicopter access for anglers

N0 commercial operators en-
Baged in venison recovery, five
tapture or stocking and main-
taining huis were permitted to
carry passengers, {arepaying or

deer farming has been made for T nton rivers| had 2 definite effect on the re- | otherwise. i the hybrid (the smaller swers, g )

the tour and this is considered to ;hng 31;?3;:?;? 3}: Lake Ada.| source, in spite of the “‘catch-| Board member, Mr D. Wil- | mother and larger off- __VELVET

be a must for new, established, This would also help avoid the| and-reiease” arguments to the son, said it appeared per- Spring),  the mother's It wasessential that deer

and intending deer farmers. problem of aircraft noise in the| contrary. mission on helicopter access for share was reduced to about farming should be dual

ahe fiim bas been prodaced § et area, Those who favoured helicop- | anglers was 20 agains: and 11 in 33 percent. This meant purpose and this meant the

B Sty R st SO The board also recommended | ter access did so for their own favour, He fell the submissions more feed was available production  of quality

guxckiand for Wrightson NMA | policy relating to helicopter | commercial purposes or for | should be given more consid- for the growing calf. velvet. While demand oui-
||L.td and covers the basic pﬂ;" operators within the park be|tourist prometion, Mr Hall- eration and suggested a sub- PROGRAI}*]ME stripped supply all velvet

s ol fuming Sees inpoliGy S public so that people were| Jones said. committee be set up. The breeding  pro. sold well with the top rices
e by ensive farming |  aware of the restrictions that Critical Motioa Lost ' gramme had been divided reaching $250 a kg. With

m i 4 :
methods of the Waikato 10 the | | applied. He was also critical of beli- | However, this motion was info three sections — red the intervention of the

are looked at in the film, and a
close look is taken at the pro-

| techmical director.

extensive farming practices in
Canterbury and Southiand.
Electric feacing and supple-

|| mentary fee_ding are also fea-

tured.
Investigations at Invermay
and Ruakura Research Centres

cessing of velvel in the Inver-
cargill processing planml of
Wrightson NMA Lid.

national programme — the

This is not the first time that
Mr Floyd has been involved ina

' |national extension campaign.

I As well, it reaffirmed its pre-
| vious decision to monitor the
aircraft and fishing situation in
the park.
Letter

The board had received a let-
ter from Mr Gerard Hall-jones
asking it to urgently review the
matier of helicopteraccess, as
| the new season openedy ‘smor-
lrow.
It should not be deferred for

use in national parks, Mr Hall-
Jones said.

copter operators who had been

involved in illegal fishin
Fiordland for many years.

g in

““A firm policy and a warning

of enforcement by licence
pensions and fines would
these activities," he said.

sus-
stop

lost. Mr R. A. Excell said he had
broken the submissions down to
15 against helicopter access,
nine in favour, and seven sub-
ject to various requirements. |
The majority of the latter were
in favour rather than against.

The board’s chairman, Mr C.
J. McFarlane, pointed out oaly
one commercial operator, Al-

pine Helicopters,

ted to carry passengers into the

the chiefl ranger of daily move-

ments.

“Fly-in"" anglers would

The park's management

was permit-

plan

- tunity,

Referring to ill
he said if this w
should be brought to the atten-
tion of the park staff.

A petition put to the board ob-

egal activity, |
as going on it

for everyone to make sub-
miissions. If (he beard received:
the submissions it wouid be?
| denying others the same oppor-

A chance (o eomient further:

hinds mated to red stags,
red hinds mated to N 2
wapiti bulls, and N.Z
wapiti hinds mated to N.Z.
wapifi bulls. Ajl groups
were fed under similar
conditions with three bulls
to 60 cows.

The programme aimed
to keep all the males until
the second vear of velvet-
ing. Half of the animals

would be kept through the
third and fourth antler
velvet season.

Results to date were far
from conclusive and were
based on the averages for

Chinese in the velvet
market, supply was lifted,
and the prices dropped.
Demand was still there
for quality velvet and this
could be harvested from
the wapiti stags. Gener-
ally, the bigger the animal,
the better the product, al.
though the Chinese over
the years had successfully
bred a deer smaller than

| TV personality Mr Tom Brad- | | discussion as part of the Nation- | park. It was excluded from car- | jecting to helicopter access was would then be slaughtered the wapiti, producing a top
'ley is the namgranerPeler al Parks and Igeserves Author- ?;‘iug them into wilderness or | not received. Mr Excell said for . meat Production quality ve!vet.' It was
| Floyd — the co-ordinator of the ity’s general review of aircraft special ‘areas and had to notify | there had been an opportunity ! studies. The remainder thought that China would

be a long term velvet com.
petitor.

Velvet trials with the
three groups at Invermay
would not be completed for
another two years. But it

| Would be made available wihien the last two years. Calving was hoped ~the hybrid
the general policy was re-| was the same for all three would produce a good qual-
viewed. ' groups, at about 90 per- ity velvet, capable of

cent.
Calf mortality over the

compeling with  the

Chinese product.
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Charges Against Helicopter | No Trophy :g
- wli Pilot Dismissed 1" Shoot

It was ““not unknown” for helicopter registration numbers to be falsified, for the illegal The Southland National Parks and

dence in the trial of a pilot

““At-the end of the trial Judge
Reid dimissed the charge laid

ter at about 9.10pm on Decem-
ber'22 last year, flying around
the forest area. They had heard
shols and had seen the helicop-
tercarrying at least one animal

“Two men identified the heli-

“Forest rangers, giving evi-

The nearest it came .was
about 50 away, and he identi-

The helicopter at one point

that it had landed.

He later saw the helicopter
leaving, after a period of about
an hour.

Carcaséas

.. hunting of deer, the Invercargill Disu'ic't Court was told yesterday.

Morris Blair, a forest range:,
said he was also on the hunting

pher Main gave evidence thathe
interviewed the defendant some

couldn't remember where he
was flying that day. He did say
he was permitted to hunt on pri-
vate properties . . . adjacent to
the Hokonuis."

bers to be falsified.

tration numbers.
He said the defendant had

had been substantiated by vari- | -

ous records, which had been
filled in either on the day nr{
very shortly afterwards, and
showed that the helicopter was
used only for 30 minutes.

At its meeting in Te Anau yes-

‘ing in the wapiti area was only
| Ior a periad of six months which

There was no reason the
board should anticipate that the
Minister of Lands and Forests,
Mr V. S. Young, would require
an extension of the ban or that

. Reserves Board will not reconsider its decisioi’>
| against holding a wapiti trophy shoot next year.

Known ~ lur registration num- ||

ing and relocation pmg:ram‘fne

ceplt that it could be inferred the
blocks would be opened for

“Indeed, if this was so then
there would have been little =
point in the area being spelied,"
he said. [

In moving that the board n&
reconsider its decision, Mr Jack |

e g . : - £ ! , the board received a re- | was a major undertaking which 1
| oharged with hunting in the Ho- [fied the markings, through bi- | trip, and also identified the heli- | Howevef in his summary of Y = A
“kKonui state forest without au-fnoculars, as EJ. The letters|copter's markings through bi- |the case, his Honour said he did imf,"";‘qm “‘uﬁ'{"ﬁ"rgf § ik be‘gilven all the support v'.i

thority, confirmed yesterday |could, at one point, be seen with | noculars. not think he should concern him- | ‘onsider its decigsionl possible if it was to succeed. q
that this practice did exist.  [the naked eye, he said. Forestry officer Mr Christo- |self with the alteration of regis- || The Ministerial ban on shoot- | 1L, Rarty said he did not ac-

: disappeared from view, but Mr s i : hooting once the spelli i-
dgainist Mervyne Carter Frisby. Hi - 4 time after the sightings. given evidence as 1o his move- o S E oni pelling pert
p : inton heard the motor die {ended in January, Mr Murray i
'Witnesses had seen a helicop- |, n. which led him to believe| “His reply was that he menis on the day, and that these | ;0 od was over. g

A : Alteration His Honour accpeted that as Elf ‘tﬁ'o%rg;shggtl:gzltcg :,"; erpf:::- McKenzie said it was a*‘faitac- i )
| eopler as having the marking| ‘‘Isawveryclearlythatthere| All three prosectuion wit- far as the defendant was con- | gromme compli.” A1
\ EJ, which indicated it was the |were animal carcasses slung |nesses with a suggestion |cerned, Lhe records accurately 1 Letters had already been sent

| gircraft generally flown by the
defendant.

"' Log Book

‘. However, he denied any in-.

volyement in hunting in the for-
‘st where foot hunting only is
perititted, and produced log
books and a pilot diary whichre- |
eprded that the aircraft had|
flown. only from Eastern Bush
+10.Ryal Bush, earlier that day.
*Mr Robert John Waldie gave |
evidence that he had been at al
stmas party with|
“risby from lfpm 11:;;131i 1?“5 i
: in Inverc ,an
: m?ﬂéerendm had then
" been dropped off at his Inver-
xcargill home. !
+ Mrs Waldie said they had |
sboth been “fairly drunk.”
* The defendant said in evi-
glence that he would not have
‘considered flying in the condi-
«tion he was in.

——

icopter were that either an-

. lother pilot had used itafter him,
‘nd not recorded the flight, or
hat ahother helicopter, with al-

" Gered' registration markings, |

underneath it."
Another witness, Mr Russell

from defence counsel, Mr C. E.
French, that it was '‘not un-

reflected the movements of the

helicopter.

s \ray said. Past experience had
~‘indicated the apprehension of

If no trophy shoot was heid,
| poaching would be rife, Mr Mur-

| The only explanations the de- |
. fendant could give for the wit- ||
mses' identification of the |

The pilot, Mr Mark John Hol-
lows, of Te Anau, and his pas-
senger, Mr Elvin (Sam) Shaw,
of Manapouri, were returningin
the Alpine Helicopters machine
from a deer recovery operation
insouthern Fierdiand when, ac-

thing went wrong.”'
“I don't really know what
happened, whether it was any-
thing mechanical or not,”” he
said last night. ‘‘It happened
very fast.”

Mr Hollows was able to re-
duce the speed of the helicopter

Jcording to Mr Hollows, ‘‘some-

scaped With
/v Bruises

Two men climbed out of a crashed Hughes
500 helicopter with only bruising, after it went
out of control in the Big River — Lake
Hakapoua area yesterday morning.

ing, the two men lit a fire and
waited.

The crash happened about
8.30am, and about three hours
later the men were spotted by a
Mount Cook Line floatplane, pi-
loted by Mr Greg Rutherford, of
Te Anau.

They were taken to the Te
Anau Medical Centre and
treated.

The helicopter suffered sub-
stantial damage, and will be ex-
amined by an inspector of air
accidents.

poachers was very difficult.
Trophy party leaders’ reporis
< ph animal numbers and vegeta-
tion recovery had in the past

made a valuable centribution ta F

the knowledge of the area. It
would be desirable for this
<ource of information to contin-
ue. he said.
i Benelit

However, the Commissioner
'of Crown Lands, Mr J. P. Harty,
said he believed the decision not

oul informing peopie there
would be no trophy shoot.

Mr McKenzie said he had had
reservations and had argued
against it in the past, but he
would have to go along with the
board’s decision at this stage.

to hold a trophy shoot next year =

would be to the eventual benefit
of all parties concerned.

After the Minister had an-
nounced the spelling of the wa-
.piti area, a number of inquiries
.from within New Zealand and
{overseas were received. It be-
‘came ohvious a decision on!
v-hether or not to hold a trophy:
shoot next year would have tobe;
made promptly, he said. b

] subsequently decided that
no trophy’shoot would be held.”” -

This decision was supported,
by the board, Mr Harty said.

e e oo e LR e

T

had been used. before it hit the trees. Then, he Uncertainty ” !
% Left Keys said, “it was all over.” ! Thgéeaim for ge decssn:tml
é : 5 ] The helicopter came to rest \included the uncertainty as to!
ﬁmﬁ!‘ '-metgrmleng'mﬁged]:|t tggler?l:g.‘?o on a slight ridge on the valley | the nature and timingof the wa-
' 9 w;g] | floor. Unhurt, apart from bruis- piti relocation programmie and
B e ek 5 ' what undertaking the Minister

“fice to leave the keys in the air- |

raft.

§ Forest ranger trainee, Mr
‘Ronald Burns Hinton, gave evi-
‘gence that he saw a helicopter,

‘atabout 9.10pm while he was on

' private hunting trip east of

. MWest Peak. '
-

{ may have already givea to the
operator involved. :

| It was the Government’s wish
| that - the animals be removed
alive for use in the breeding and

| relocation programme.

[ The killing of animals by

| trophy shooters would be
directly opposed to this, Mr

« Harty said.
The proposed capture, breed- !

tional Park.

Prosecution of at least one heli-

Hunters hunte

AIRCRAFT have been hunting
deer poachers in Urewera Na-

i o
i

copters which have been operating il-

past, the department has
kad _limited facilities for action
against helicopters,” said chief

copter pilot appears likely. Mr Jobn Blount.
The Lands and Survey Department he aerial operation followed
put a helicopter and a fixed-wing ecriticism that the ent was not

plane into the air for two days.
Cameras clicked as the secret op-

eration took rangers over the park.

, . The rangers’ guarry was heli-

doing enough fo combat poaching.

“It was a worthwhile exercise,”
Mr Biount said. “We will look at ear-
rying it out aggin.”

Parasitology studies of commercial deer ﬁerds could hold

the key to further increased profitability
_for the New Zealand deer industry. e




At a recent meeti 8. mem- jalready clearly demonstrateg followed the receipt of 3 report|  Svstematic Searche
Ders moved that theﬁew Zea- ;ois'amng Was an effective [on the trial operation carried deer were made durin
land Forest Service be asked to geans of deer control and in. | out earlier this year. It was pre- Mediately after the pg
textend its 1080 poison Oper-idications were the vegetation | sented by Dr C, N. Challies of | ation,
ations to take in a further part of | was coming back, Mr Prior Forest Research Instityte, :
s == the area of the js- Christchurch, adjacent i
S'; 1'2-;5? ‘land. What concerned him, hesaid, | The trial provided for the re- | density block and 163
. | They expresseq cotcern atfwas that the trial as over a (moval of deer from a limited | cinity of the high.qey
the state of the vegetation there very limited area and there was |areq with an | study of
and the lack of regeneration Stll an extensive part of the :benamalbaitmismngmem-
Earnu&isyur.almmb suutheastcoastthatwasbeiug °d and an assessment of the f
Wellwyn Harris Col- im trial was un en the subjected 1o heavy pressure status of the deer Population,
lins, of Opotiki, was ceasy m&m n {from deer. . Alm
The = oS of WHIRINAKI STATE e &mﬁrm:swtm:m Opposition Reduction of deer mbers
¢ jhe civil aviation regy. MANAGEMENT PLAN Still being derermts.” it Was 2 go0d deal of 0p- [ was aieey . allowing a ,
-sm: lations follovgmg_ nci- THE approved management | e —— ition to the Poisoning from [of the ef ectiveness of a poison ative statement couldi
acce  dents at Ohope in Novem- plan for this forest is available The Soug y acrvator of [BR deer stalkers and local |operation on white-tailed deer The evidence avait
AR hor. Ior public persual at all Forest [anesie whx'mwfupgw iviag |People living an the sland. he |in terms of vegeta PO firmed the cone
_ JudgeG. P Monaghan rvice conserv offices jyeste oy g 3;2? said. W Dr Chall:ets said. anaaie Jabat s
adjourned the case until and district orﬁceGsA N et 'i damﬂmw. fecom There ;:;s“ ::hs;mr:;nendms boaser‘me,-g:e Cheé?:s i vas the
e Collinlé was accused Director-General of F"or&sts Consumed tal sector aml the sta:ge ol;. le!::e ::'e;éh w:::: bg:r m h!:g ﬁgial:ltaited deerogn Sten
: 60405 vegetation - 5 :
o Operating 2 helicopter —_— don in the area poche the Jommendation from the comy. L“:&Eﬁ:&‘;’é"m“'ﬁx land, Dr Chaltien id
;:oi:a u;a dange ?oh?i?: mee&.m:n"eg;amlt Mr Prior said he did nohte have |cluded wmu:b be r'z]mi oae:;
: ropert i been the authori 1o extend the poi- main objective was as-
i '::sﬂe 3. %S tikelyito s by Son bul.a%manerho}vsensi- Sess cfency of :‘aw
d = tivelheissue.hefeltubigedtu haitpoisanssameans
 Two counts of flying too The trial was one that e 8 fdirect the at tention of various [ control on the island.
low. - hemm“"e“w“ : 10 the unsatisfactory [ 1t was estimated that, about
® Flying aerobatically at years. It could be argyed iy had foosition on the south-east coast. | three months after the poison
2 height of less than 3000 He would alsa point this out to was laid, 93.4 per cent of the
ft. the recreationa} hunters and in- | geor were killed in the block
® Landing without ap- vite them to try mimprovenby Where there was a Jow density
proval at a place which wering  the T numbers |of :aé:snsand i .8 per cent in a
: icensed aero- , hi nsity block.
' ggsm:?ta s Meeting ngheblgckwheg_}‘berewaf
ct A senior investxggﬂng He said he would also consid. ;: r?m;awcomml. - per cent,
of officer from the Minis er meeting with ajl interested B
N of Transport in W = I sSSPt Jparties to discuss the matter. Comparisen
The  fon laid similar charges J | . Mr Prior said the recommen. | The “effective™ kill on the
basic  after aﬂoth*‘-'fmi“‘-‘lde“‘ | o could be.a little pre. | thpe: blocksmglll be made m:yy
two days after the first, i mature because the trial was compari areas as
E'i]ﬁ: = DEER SHOOTERS i still at a ve. early stage. This were he}ltgeme
3 i Point must also be made. as they are one year later. in
S REQU 5 committee's comments ry 1982,
sent - IN the Lake Poteriter, Waitutu State Forest, Boats, Mear K < s e
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i | imce has granted them per- eXlerminated there, em for many years, but
L A : MIIS to operate in » iestricted|  The aren the operators wouial animal wae Only just starting ¢
¢ |ISA rm\-’&r}' Z0ne. Thig takes in the h“ﬂﬁﬂg in was"g;‘]’[‘;;m?;g establish itself in the ;ﬂnl'es?
' | Rorth wes Maclennap area, in-{ pe iCOpler recgye Work, as iy
5 J"‘t:‘lrgd;n‘_gi the l]emdwa(t’eri of the contained Clearings, [ was alsg He said h did
| ' H Clennan Tiver ap t ; e di not ey |
[ swamp, ‘ e Ajax 52:?&?& an&l ef_?:v Eround hunters much adverse reactit;_n from |
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““We weren't slaughzering them
then though so there's a new
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Initially, several hundred wa-
piti will be captured and re-
focated near Te Anau. But,
eventually, the herd may be
shifted to Nelson or Wanganui,
. Theentirerelocation will be a
joint venture between the Gov-
ernment and a Fiordland wapiti
gapture consortium.
- The long-awaited decision on
the future of the wapiti, an-
nounced yesterday by the Min-
ister of Lands and Forests, Mr
Flworthy, was greeted with dis-
may by recreational hunters
%ﬂt night. They called it **really
news” and a venture that
*“smelis to high heaven.”
Under the terms of the ven-
ture, the wapiti are to be cap-
tured, cared for and selectively
bred by the consortium while
~ Government officials look for a
spitable site to relocate the

“The consortium includes a Te
- Anau deer farmer, Mr Evan
" Meredith, and three local beli-
gopter operators, Messrs Dick

~Deaker, Jim Kane and Richard
Hayes.
. Itis thought the wapiti will be
‘allocated between the Crown
. and the consortium on & 50-50
_basisand that all the wapiti may
_belocated for up tofive yearson
. the consortium’s lands.
‘Only one consortium mem-
ber, Mr Kane, could be con-
tacted last night and he was not
pr to comment on details
of the proposals.

Te Anau Site

However, it is understood Mr
Meredith has suitabie land for
siting-the deer near Te Anau.

-A site for ultimately re-
locating the herd is being in-
vestigated by & team of Forest
Service and Lands and Survey
officials, who are inspecting
_several areas of State forestand
‘Crown land.

_ Sites that have been suggest-
‘¢d are the Waitotara-Wanganui
| hinterland, the Richmond range

in the Mt Richmond State For-
- est Park, south-east of Nelson,

and the Karamea catchment, in
the north-west Nelson Forest
Park. .

The Government decision on
the joint venture and the re-
location of the wapiti was aimed
at eradicating introduced ani-
mals from Fiordland National
Park, and preserving the deer
as a recreational hunting herd,
Mr Elworthy said yesterday.

‘‘Over the years, the pure wa-
piti strain has become rarer as
they have interbred with the
more aggressive red deer. If
this continues, then wapiti deer,
as a distinct breed, will dis-
appear altogether in the wild,"”
he said.

New Bloodlines

With the capture operation,
the herd would be improved by
selective breeding and a pos-

'sible introduction of new blood-

lines.

The ultimate relocation
would aiso remove a conflict
with other values in the Fiord-
land National Park, Mr El-
worthy said.

There was a requirement in
the National Parks Act to eradi-
cate all introduced plants and
animals.

In the Fiordland National
Park, the takahe habitat ad-
joined the wapiti area and the
removal of the deer could open
up new areas for the takahe or
other native birds without fear
of competition from the deer.

While he was aware of the
views of recreational hunters
who wanted the wapiti to stay in
the park, Mr Elworthy said he
could not see how the herd couild
be kept as a viable recreational
hunting asset, given the inter-
breeding with the red deer, the
need to preserve potential
habitats for the takahe and the
conflicts with
Parks Act.

No Foundation

But recreational hunters dis-
agreed with these claims last
night.

The reasons given for taking
the wapiti out of the Fiordland
National Park were ‘‘totally
without foundation,” said Mr
Warren Taylor. X

He thought the joint venture
decision ‘‘smells to high heav-

the National

Fiordland
E TGS
| Wapiti Herd

- The Fiordland wapiti herd will be removed from the national park and
. . relocated over the next-three to five years.

en’’ and was ‘‘a monstrous tax-
ation swindle’’ on the part of the
wapiti recovery operators.

‘‘Southland people regard the
wapiti as their herd,”’ he said.
*“They want them to be left
alone. There is no reason why
they cannot be maintained in
Southland.”

Mr Taylor said one.of the re-
location sites suggested, Wait-
otara-Wanganui, was a dairy
farming area and was certainly
not a suitable site for relocating
wild animals. The other two
sites were not much better,

“‘I'am highly suspicious of the
venture and I believe the deer
farmers are the only ones who
are going to profit out of this,”
he said.

Closed

What worried Mr Jack
McKenzie, of Waikaka, was the
spin-off of removing the wapiti
from their area in the park and
introducing takahe there.

If this was done, a large area

would be closed to the public, he |’

said, and it was doubtful if such
a move would in any way help to
arrest the decline in takahe
numbers.

Mr McKenzie said the takahe
would not flourish in the wild
wapiti country. ~

He also expressed concern
that no firm decision had been
made on a relocation site for the
wapiti.

1 feel very suspicious that no
area will be found as suitable
and the wapiti will be retained
by the deer hunters,” he said.

If that happened, he said,
Southiand stood to lose every-
thing — an area of its park, its
takahe and the wapiti.

Pleased

However;the chairman of fie

Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board, Mr C. R.
McFarlane was pleased with
the relocation venture.

The general concept of such a
venture, he said, had been rec-
ommended to the former Min-
ister of Lands and Forests, Mr
Venn Young, by the then Fiord-
land National Park Board.

The need for removal of the
wapiti and selective breeding of
the herd was part of that recom-
mendation.
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Denied

(PA)-

A Napier man
receiving 66 pieces of
Court in Napier.

Colin Gary Christofiersen,
aged 35, a self-employed tyre
white-wailer, pleaded not guilty
to stealing more than 100 kilos
of deer velvet worth about
$16,300 from the locked freezer
of adeer farm at Ohinepaka Sta-
tion, near Wairpa on November
23, 1979, and receiving 66 pieces
of deer velvet between Novem-

Mr McFarlane said the wa-
piti area had been closed for
some time and the capture oper-
ation would probably mean con-
tinued closure to other deer and
venison recovery operators.:

He was aware that deer-
stalkers were resisting the idea
of releeating the wapiti until a
suitable alternative site was
found, but he was not prepared;
to comment on their attitude. °

Introduced 1905

Wapiti were first liberated in
Fiordland on March 3, 1905, at|
the head of George Sound. |

Ten wapiti had been present-
ed to the New Zealand Govern-
ment by President Theodore
Roosevelt, on behalf of the;
United States, and a similari
number were bought from H. E..
Richardson, of Brookfield, Mas- |
sachusetts. ; :

Only 18 were alive when they
reached New Zealand, and one
died near the place of liber-
ation. g

The Fiordland National Park

wapiti herd is the only one of its'
kind in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. |

f

ber 23, 1979 and February 28,

—

NAPIER
was found guilty -of
deer velvet in the High

1980.
_ The jury of seven men and
five women deliberated for five
hours before returning the
guilty verdict on the receiving
charge and the acquittal for the
theft.

Mr Justice Prichard presided
over the trial which lasted five
days.

Scientists
- The prosecution called 13 wit-
nesses, five of them scientists
with the DSIR. The defence also
called 13 witnesses.

The 66 pieces of deer velvet
were found in a freezer in Chris- |,
toffersen’s Napier home on
February 26 while police were
searching the property on an un-
‘ related matter.

Christoffersen said in evi-

dence the velvet was his and he
! had obtained it while hunting for
: velvet over two hunting sea-
sons.

The Crown claimed the 37.5kg
’ of velvet found in Christo-
| ffersen’s freezer was part of the
| haul taken from Ohinepaka Sta-

tion.

Christoffersen was remanded
| on a $1000 bond with a similar
| surety and a twice weekly re-

porting clause for a probation
| report and sentence at Auck-
{1and on December 18.
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Saving the endang

That is the opinionof Dr G. M.
Orbell of Invercargill, who dis-
covered the takahe population
in Fiordland and is perhaps New
Zealand's best authority on that
group's behaviour.

Asked yesterday if removal
of the wapiti would give the ta-
kahe any better chance of sur-
vival, he said he did not think it
would as the wapiti were not the
birds’ major enemies.

"'I'm not saying the deer
aren't doing any damage, not at
all,” he said. **You can see even
now where the bush has come
back because the numbers of
deer has lessened.

Stoats

“But as far as the birds go the
wapiti are not affecting them in
any way. The problem is stoats.
Everyone makes a huge fuss
about the effects of the wapiti
because you can see them but
you can’t see a stoat.”

Dr Orbell is a life member of
the New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association. He first went into
the takahe valiey area in 1929,
and believes all species of birds

Stoats Main Enemy
Of Takahe "~

ered takahe is no justification whats:
removal of Fiordland’s wapiti herd. y : ey fon i

since that time because of stoat
predation.

“You could see up to a dozen
wekas at river mouths then," he
said. “*Now if you see even one
you've been lucky. There are
far fewer weka these days.

“I spent 15 years, virtually
single handed, trying to keep
the ceer and stoats out of the
valley,” he said. It was only in
recent years that Government
departments had begun to look
at the takahe predation prob-
lems,

“Itis admitted, I think, by the
department that stoats a?g the
cause of the problem. But I
don’t think the public know just
what they are doing about it.”

Behavieur Study

Until about a year ago the
stoais were trapped, killed and
the stomach content was sent
for examination. Now Dr Orbell
said a programme of trapping
and tagging was taking place to
study the stoats' behaviour.

““They tag them and let them
go to kill a few mare birds,”" he
said. “They would be doing the

there had declined markedly

takahe a huge favour if they

trapped and killed them.”

Dr Orbell believed the takahe
population could grow to pre-
Maori numbers if there were no
stoats. He could not see the ta-
kahe moving to areas vacated
by wapiti. .

*‘It would take them 10 years
to get to where the main wapitl
herd is,"" he said. “'Of course
there will be talk of catching
and liberating takahe into these
areas.

“If they do it will just be more
tucker for the stoats. Those
birds are territorial all their
mated lives.

“No takahe is going to move
out and go to the wapiti areas
just for the joy of walking for
years,”* Dr Orbell said.
Keeping the wapiti in Fiord-
land had been a ‘‘lost cause’
since before World 'War II, he
believed.

“It’s only taken them this/
long to make adecision that was
first raised before the war,” he

said,




Breakthro ugh’in

international
breakthrough in wapiti
breeding has been made
this week by a member of
the propesed Fiordland
wapiti  capture egp-
sortium, Mr Evan Me-
redith.

The owner of 2 wapiti park at
Te Anau, Mr Meredith, arti-

ing after two years of research
work, )

Mi' Meredity hopes the argi.
ficial inseminarion method wil
now be used (o upzgrade the wg-
piti herd which is 10 be caprured
by the consortium from Fiord-
land National Park, and re.
located by the Government ata
future dage. )

He said yesterday this weujd
be a much better alternative (o
importing expensive Canadian
wupiti. ] PifY bulls in

When breeding of Wapiti was | pymhar of
begun in Te Apay iy 980 firde
was known of the deer’s repro-
duction rates,

On i:wostiga{ihg ihe subiect
in‘late 1979, Mr Meredith found
out artificiaj insemination of | .
deer had been earrieg out only
once before, in Poland, and then
not very successfully.

1t seemed the masy exr_en_gi:e

. — ~ =

‘12 The Southland Times, Friday, Decemper 18, 1981,

gramme
periments wer :
wapiti cows with C{;nadi_a‘n wa-

More calves
should be born this menth and in
Janvary with a0 anticipated 50
Per cent reproduction rate,
This is the first time that
Fiordlang wapiti have heen
crossed with an overseas strain,
and the hirths mark a major
breakihrough in wapiti breed-

Mr Me

Imsemunation worg nag
carried out on dairy cattle. CVerseas straip
 then contacted a troduced.

In March-April, of 1955, ey.

froma range of wa-
the park. A large
COWS  were jp.
seminated and two caives were
born in December that year.
eredith was pJ

grade his own

ooper, | former chief livestock ex:
manager, Mr Jack Evans,
imported Canadian wapitj
SEMEN for the by
grtmme.

ried out' on three ha
EOWS during Maren,
May,

carried out tak-
the traditional b

Holiday Hunter

Still Allowed

Helicomerdeerreeov Bperatorsworklng'h:asm
the Catlins State Forest pﬂ recovered betw }
their first 19 days of operation,

This information was re-

ceived the park’s advisory | P
committee Yesterday.

Someofthedeer had re- and
covered could have come from |, .
adjoining Private land which

were alsg Permitted g
hunt, the Commitiee wag told,

The operators will be banned
t from the areg between Decem.
] ber_z-!gnd.famrydwanow Holidays

Fécreéational hunters in, These hunters cnly had two or
f Extension three weeks holiday and pe

However, committee A m; ilshey should be allowed

ber, M_rBobs_ccnsaidhemuld Forest Service officer Mr

'- "3?;""“’ this extended by an. Keith Marshall said foof fung.
I Oler week. ing pressure in the area cop.

I We are going to hav;:l ce was not ticularly
3 erence to recreational hung. | < : :
r'erswehavetogol { that h:gh.andhedrdnuttbmk:twas
i (3::) ”bewu.raauary#pe- b
i A
; . . ter operators in.
(. The Southiand ""“’“"8'“1 The committee decideg to [
C_—=-———— . s N

fuf

apathy.**

d

This week’s decision to re-
lecate the herd was “the greats.

wapiti herd
should be in-

Help was then Enlisted fromg
port

reeding pro-{ lowed 1

_The Inséminations Were car-
tches of | d
April and
reedin
season for Wapiti in the wilg
> wapiti gfeslalion Pperiod is

Pregnancies is pog Acceptable.

i he Tealized' that toup- | Put ap seyen months, detec.

Itis nice to spa in your p -
Forest Service is listening to the
of Stewart Isiang and the re

Feproduction rate,

Mr Meredith's Present herq
of wapiri numbers 100 and was
bisil{ np'frnm-animjals_ e was )

wed to capture in jg79. '

The wapi Telocation veprure
Wil raean the Capturing or Ted!
eer, crossbreds g
!he‘consertinm. i

There will not be 21.50-50 splilf
of the wapj L betyeen the Criwn )
and the consortium, age Mereg-!
ith alleges. : ey |

While the Crown intends to!
Select the bust of the wapiti for
ils  relocated herd, dejzijed
ABreements an ajl tions have.
nol yet been work‘?ectiaﬁolfi

A Mmeeting between Govern-
ment officials and Consortium |
members may invt_l‘i'iig'alg 1hat
1SSUE next week, =

who
bujl

Query onwilg Animaj
Com%l]irttee -

Sir, — Th rough your Column 1 would

Alexandra, Department of Interpal At |
fairs, Federated Farmers, Southland,
- Federateg Farmers, Otago, Federared
‘Mountain Clubs, Southiang Uniteg

like to ask the Forest Service who the Council, NZ Counties Association, NZ
peoole are who Fepresent the Wild Anj. Deerstalkers Association (Southland),
mal Advisory Committee ang what or- NZ Desrstalkers Asociation (Otago),
ganization they represent2 Also how Royal Forest and Bird Protectipn !
are these people PUL ©n to this com. Seciety, Nationa] Parks and Reserves
miftee? - Board. :

“The committee meets antually ag
Venues chosen for thejr topical interest

in animal contro|. Forest Service staff :
hunters apqg ROt just to those whi want  from throughout the Southland cop-
lo see one of be two remaining herds of Servancy outline both the past year's
white tail deer ip afl of New Zeajand de. Work and the coming year’s pro.
stroyed, ! g gramme. The meeting inciudes a field
Keen Isiand Stalker inspection and members make com-
Mataura

[Asked to comment, the tor
of forests ip Southland, My K. W. Prior,
said: “The Wik Anima] Advisory :
mittee members Are Nnominated by the

piti Decis

history of the Fiordland wapiti is

being Worth-while for the usual | National Parks Act “ag ap ex.
% c Ll

ment and recommendations on progess
and proposals. We value the contriby. -
tion made by the members who repre-

Comnr. Sent 3 wide range of imerests."]

ion Condemneg
3 "tragedy of mismanagement ang bureaucratic

recreational areq of the park
has been lost for ever for effec-

. : in- « ve effectively lost the live tse — g may as well pe
. pulled on New Zealand Tis- | terests had ply; the wapiti |only Wapiti herd in the Southern | towed OUt 10 sea and sunk " he
WAKATIPU RECREATIONAL HUNTING AREA men," an executive member of herd mercilessiy for years Hemig : in the most spec. (g d
DRAFT WILD ANIMAL CONTROL PLAN the Southiland branch of tpe New | vet when it came todeciding the [tacular ng in the world,” | Tpe history of the wapiti in
z«zall.mm;:lt'T D%erﬂtaligiﬁ‘ ﬁ?ﬂg'gd c{:;ni fate t!l:g “got ng: Mr Bell sa;jkirs = New Zealand coyjq only be seen
. 3 ation, Mr A. Bell, ajje r an Jeers been as . BeIY  of myjs.
3 =l iy Oy Invercargill, yesterday. ‘"‘I;?;E?ii,’;“éi:‘;ﬂ?&';ﬂ’lgi‘;p heser Dt piti arec s 11| management anq bureaucrasic
; . ey 3 = e wapiti area U apathy. "
Dunedin wn, Tapanui and : Mr Bell deploreg ie timing| o ¥apiti until their fate wag smaller of Fiordland N i
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Big}? Q and Cromwell, ened 1o aver( the wrath of :T;:erb?lmt“h?;s gadthe ey ;:n Stanisasarecreational Runt- | proval jr Sporismen were out-
Copies may also be bought from the Conservator of Forests MTNOassoc;alIon members at nored in favour of ; l ng ?"“-’ﬂ for the mrm side the law ang any agencies
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_[ Pig hunt
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in on export trade “Critici-ed

. By KEVIN J.
i - WHITELAW
THE SUCCESS of New Zealand’s

unique game meat industry is com-
mercial history. - el

For 20 years, feral deer venison has been ex-
ported by enterprising speculators. Hard won
markets throughout the world have brought about
a secondary primary export earner.

Processors and traders of wild game meat
diversified to cater for demanding and lucrative
foreign markets. Chamois and thar have con-
sistently been landed on continental markets, and
the lowly chamois has remained a good money
spinner for one South Island exporter.

Venison remains the solid source of overseas
funds, followed by wild pig meat. France and
Japan import feral pork to satisfy discerning
diners at leading restaurants and hotels,

Packing houses and processing companies de-
pend on the expertise of professional and casual
meat hunters to stock agents' freezers. Ex-
perienced ground hunters recovering wild pig
meat generally rely heavily on teams of trained

It is a dangerous occupation, in which the dogs
scent, trail and bail the quarry. The beast is then
swiftly despatched by knife or rifie shot.

Helicopter operators slaughter pigs wusing
keen-eyed riflemen. Packing houses receive
‘Steady tallies from aerial hunting forays. High
costs of helicopter missions searching for
depleted deer herds has made the gigs a target for
operators trying to work profitably. But ground
hunting is far more successful.

The animals reside throughout vast tracts of
back country. Constant effective hunting pressure
has altered their behaviour patterns.

Wild pigs shelter a lot during daylight, usually
feeding after darkness. Contrary to popular belief,
pigs don't travel long distances. Generally, run-
holders welcome commercial operators removing
pigs from their properties.

This stems the chance of transmitting TB to
domestic stock, rooting up vast areas of ground in
seareh of food, or killing and marauding lambs.
Poaching and careless hunters who own trouble-
some dog teams, however, have adversly effected
genuine hunters. * : : 4

Once slaughtered, pigs are gutted, vital organs
requiring Government inspection are left attached
to the diaphragm, and the beast is recovered with
head intact. : ry O

Packing out the carcass is done by every im-
aginable mode of transport, but in view of the fact

carried out on a hunter’s back."
Agents buy the hunter’s quarry for spot cash,
after which a game packing house takes over.

that pigs are scrub dwellers, invariably they are :

ers cash
Hymnting Area

in the Lake Wakatipu vicinity had been
gazetted as a recreational hunting area was
expressed yesterday by a member of the Otago
Catchment Board, Mr Wallace Ramsay.
of Izgew %}sﬂsdp Eﬁ;‘gg; a;g;'fgf_g numbers were under control.
committee at Te Anau. The Forest Service was re-

The board objected because | SPOnsible for the area’s man-
of the area's proximity to re- | 28ement and, if deer numbers
!tired lands on the Greenstone | ©0uldnot be contained by recre- |
| Station, he said. ational hunters, other control

It had just completed the re- mi;hoﬂs wouid be d““‘d'
 tirement of the high country im-| 7 Ramsay said the vegeta-
; | mediately above the State for- | 100 00 the high country wouldf
" | est area. Domestic stock had | 12ve to be monitored to ensure
been taken off 5o the vegetation | 98€F Were not wandering on to
could recover. i

The Forest Service had made |- - E
the area adjacent to the Green-
stone Station a recreational
hunting forest,

The beard had no objections
to recreational hunting parties
going in, providing they were
organized by the Forest Serv-
ice, Mr Ramsay said.

It was most unhappy to see it
declared a recreational hunting |
area like the Blue Mountains.

Plan

_Senior ranger with the Forest
{Service’s Southland con-
servancy, Mr Kerry Mawhin-
ney, said a draft management
plan'was being prepared for the
Greenstone-Caples recreation- !
> al area and this would be avail- '
THE HARD PART . . . bringing out the kill. |able for public submissions. =
: The animal-vegetation re-

] err . Iationship was in a reasonable

France, the major importer of wild pork, ac- balance there and the Forest
cepts the product boned out with hindquarters |Service was confident deer
intact, while Japan insists on boned meat only. —— e
New Zealand merchants and hotels also take ’
quantities of the product. - . e

Hides are highly marketable for leather manu-
facture, while boars tusks are retrieved for jew-
ellery purposes:

Al present hunters receive $ikg for the
carcass. With wild pigs averaging 40kg and 100kg
not uncommon, on a good day big money can be
earned by hunters recovering mobs of pigs, but
the toil is hard.

Prices fluctuate and many hunters are unhap-
py with a tax-take of 25¢ in the $1. Canterbury pig
hunter Winston McGregor considers that inflated
recovery costs today don’t inspire hunters. Ten
years ago prices were much better with pork
fetching 55¢ a Ib. :

Meat packers and exporters might consider
the hunter's plight. In recent years the winter
months have been lean, with declining tallies, but
a constant supply of pig meat has kept the proe-
essing factories viable. |

Indications are that demand for wild pork in
foreign-and local markets is increasing.

J Concern that the Greenstone-Caples area
f

-
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wapiti.

greed is setting in, This herd is away in
the back of beyond in no man's land. If it

: (PA) CHRISTCHURCH
— The Government’s planned relocation of
A Fiordland’s trophy wapiti herd has been | - LA
con: labelled a “commercial arrangement” by the 26 <)
Dot chairman of the New Zealand Recreational .
pre Hunting Council, Mr J. B. Henderson. :
.%:: Mr Henderson was com-|drance in parks and reserves
ha mentigg on ‘,f}“ week‘? LS;!;— throughout the country,” Mr ; :
ment by the Minister o S| Henderson said. . 3
gf and Forests, ’f* E,mm}ma; Eradication policy was in- t()ppos:tt!:og to the relocation of the Fiordland National Park wapiti hasled to a
wapiti would be removed from| yoked only when profit motive meeting witht : %
- Fiordiand for relacation st ouc) 0.0y W : g e Minister of Lands and Forests, Mr Elworthy, in Te Anau today.
h . of the three suggested areas — . : On another front, a Wanaka| three executive members of the | wan, i hi ich-|ingi inga
::l Mount Richmond near Neison, cogresesg%gtisemél;hc:!ﬁ::egu?s J recreational hunter has decided| New Zealand Deerstalkers’ As- mong?aglggl iﬁtfgﬁh?éig:f:d ;::e%:nnaa?:i:l 'aa:r:glgh?tg:f' Qlfr:l:’:?
a | the Karamea catchment in Bul- ers would be denied access to to ignore the cancellation of the|sociation and two Te Anau| State Forest Park south-eastof | wouldn't be surprised if some
2 ler, or Waitotara-Wanganui in the 180,000 hectare wapiti area 1982 wapiti trophy shoot and to| peopte. Nelson, and the Karamea catch- members were interested."
la the North Island. " ofihieparic,so there wonldbo o organize his own shoot. o /Pt trophy shoot niext | ment, in the north-west Nelson |~ 11 oo said he doubred that
| Mr Elworthy said the capture disturb anc:ﬂ_ during capture The meeting with the Min- year is being organized by Mr| Forest Park. the association would act with
s and relocation of the wapiti E : ister has been arranged by the| Alan Rodger, who inserted ad-|  my Taylor said last night to- "any\ depree of severity” if
‘t over a three to five-vear period Break Covenant MP for Wallace. Mr Derek vertisements in five pews- day’s meeting in Te Anau will members ook this msé”
L wou!d preserve the herd forrec-| This would break the cov- Angus, ane a recreational hunt-| papers on Saturday to gauge na- | discuss the reloeation venture “We have tried to stick w-ithi it
reational hunting. enant of guaranteed public ac- €r, Mr Warren Taylor. tional support for the shoot| its timing and the commercial | the Jaw and got no thanks for

Commercial Arrangement F;Svsw:)p }1(?&03&\13‘193;2?,[32:1 al- It will also be attended by frn\r;:. racgggéinnal!@mw’s : interests involved, it.” he said.

““No sensible hunter will be|! ’ 4 reed —_— : rs caims he al- . ' The wapiti situation had been
fooled into believing the remov- i Sanctuary for the benefit of 1 rweadykhas backing from eight Committee lost, Mr Bell said, and if mem-
al of wapiti is anything other|, > OF S0 very fortunate deer | wf":,.ﬁ secreational hunters,| The wMsister win be re- |bers now wanted to “‘use their |
than a blatant commercial ar- far;nersé ' im;m;_ I;g: ':‘?e’gkfg?além‘:;'; quested to set Up a joint con- |Consciences' they could go
rangement which will present locagi?m ::re;nn;ﬂ 3?&;: “:h::e- first week in April. fi" "a:‘:e comnuitee of tecren- (aliead,
certain privileged peaple with s e Sy . Fm:a ] ggte!"s and New Zealand No Permits
exess of o millon dolace. | terbreaing withcel e Jomventure [ "L i et S | B e cuntinen of i

b lise Benissns o | two of the three localities had fon to the paeEronged. opposi-| Minister o attend. a public | SCUhland National Parks and
He said that the Government. | been red deer territory for f1on (o the refocation of the wa- meeting in Te Anau and to stop Sves  Bodrd,  Mr C I
with exclusive opportunity to| ‘around 100 years.” Pili herd follows on the joint| any - commercial operations | McFarlane, said last night if
. |remove deer from the Takahe| Mr Henderson urged Mr El- boraore announced this month| within the park untij this meet- | NoIierS Went info the wapiti
L |areaof the Murchisons in Fiord. worthy, a new Minister, to re- | between the State and a Fiord- ing takes place,” Mr Taylor | o oo NeXt year they would be in
B land, had had “'spectacular lack | consider before implementing tand wapitl capture consortium. | saiq, ¥ breach of the park's bylaws.
r’ of SJCCES’S." the leiCy so there could be op- | Under the terms of this ven- The Te Anay commumly' he I.-{he are.a Was CIOS_Ed.'_aI‘Id 39
. “'Stoats, opossums; many| portunity for the council to dis- fure. several hundred wapiti, | said. was “'surprisingly irate” | " PSS were being issued,
- {Species of introduced birds and | cuss with him the complicated e park by thoil be  at the proposed joint venture. I t,g:ﬁ:ﬁgﬂg‘?ﬁh‘g Sl |
L |plants flourish without hin- | aspects of the whole question. sortium, selectively bred at a| * shs “v‘jﬁg::"“;g igcul?et;‘l)‘inéﬁal the proposed wapiti shoot would
j wapiti park in Te Anay, and a punter. My Rodger, is hoping g:;gg};ﬁp?:fg:lig °{‘g§§",§“
? share of the wapiti ultimately | for 90 1o 95 per cent backing | yo 0 rown Lands, Mr
! relocated by the State. from other recreational hunters |~ °% Hartv.
f Sites suggested for the re-| for his shoot. , )
; location are the Waitotara. “Hopefully, we wili show a
= = . force that will he something to
'i be reckoned with,” he said last |
h‘ . ; LT e e ' — night _ i
i Democracy had net worked ' == age -
: i ; e e for recreational hunters in New I waplﬁ Herd
: e e r l ln a e - ﬁfﬂ;&h‘i?ﬁ,’fﬁgﬁﬂiﬁﬁg Sir, — it looks bad for the wapili this
:' ' - *  New Zeaiand Deerstalkers’ As. time. The Deerstalkers’ Association
i | sociation’s fight to retain the should have settled this years ago. Plain
s |

| ‘Protect Takahe >

Successful hunting operations have reduced the number of deer in the Murchison Mountains,
Fiordland, but further controls will be considered, ;

It is in these mountains that
the endangered, flightless, na-
tive bird, the takahe, lives and
breeds,

The area came under the
scrutiny of the Wild Animals

Advisory committee, yesterday

and on Monday.
;. Committee members includ-
‘ing the Southland Conservator
Yor Forests, Mr K. W. Prior and
‘Southland’s Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Mr J. P. Harty
and Forest Service, Lands and
IWildlife Service staff, walked
the Takahe Valley on Monday
and followed it up with dis-
‘,cussi'ons. yesterday.
Finance
It resolved that the Forest
Service was to make sure ade-
quate finance was available to
maintain animal control in the
| Murchison Mountains and to ex-
“pand on this if necessary.
One suggestion made by Mr,
Harty was that deer capturs
i pens be used as well as helicop-
ter and ground hunters.

In moving the resolution he
said he did not want to hear that
Forest Service staff could not
install capture pens because
there was:not enough money,
Cumpetition

The takahe is a very special-
ized feeder preferring only
three plant species. Deer com-
pete with themn for foed, hence
the necessity to remove the
deer from the takahe's habitat.

Opossums are also a threat to
the bird and the commiltee

moved that the Ferest Servicel

be asked to undertake research
into the need for their controlin
the Murchisons and to seek ade-
quate funding for this.

In a report to the committee,
forest ranger, Mr J. R. von Tun-|

zelman sald ground hunting op-
eratlons by staff had destrayed
38 deer for 293 man days in the
past year,

Two experienced hunters
were gow operalting in the Mur-
chisons. 1t was hoped they

would stay as there had been

Elsewhere in  Fiordland,
there were a few places where!
takahe had once lived and could!
live again. These included parts;
of the Kepler and Sutart (the,
Wapiti area) mountains.

Control

Dr Mills said he would like to
see these subject to deer control
so they could be managed as a
suitable habitat for the takahe.

difficulty keeping less expe-
rienced hunters because of the.
few animals remaining.

Airborne hunting over the
area had seen 55 deer removed
for 39 hours’ flying.

Although this gave a return of
1.4 deer per flying hour it had to
be remembered the area was
not subject fo constant cov-
erage by helicopters, as with| Forest Service st f will look
other areas, Mr von Tunzelman|at this and make reports on it,

said. Mr Prior said.

The Murchisons were hunt
only when it was thought resul
would be achieved.

Dr Jim Mills, a scientist wit for the bird.
the Wildlife Service. Special- Poisoning them was too much
izing in takabe, said the huntingfof a risk but he would like assist-

Mills said it had not been estab-|
lished what threat they posed

in terms of what had form of control was necessary.
achieved,
Deer numbers were extreme-|—
ly low and there were few signs
of them ;
Dr Mills suggested that natu-
ral bait poison was something

| he would like to see on a triall

hasis. ’ :

While the Murchison Moun-
tains covered quitea large area,
that actually inhabited by the
takahe was quite small. Within
that again, only a proportion

‘was suitable for breeding pur-
poses.

Referring to opessums, Dr|

see whether in fact some

Mr Radger said he felt South- |
land people had not “‘dug in I
their toes’
ment of the wapiti relocation.

The shoot would now 2o
ahead, and, if it caused trouble, |
“the more trouble we run into
the better,”

‘Good Luck’ 1'
‘*My reaction would be good f
luck to him," an executive |
member of the Southland !
branch of the Deersialkers’ As- |
sociation, Mr W. A_ Bell, said |
when asked to comment on the |
| shootlast might.” = ;
“I don’t blame anyone for go- I

since the announce- |

[ CAIl moranty

comes to-a showdown, every New Zea-
lander hasas muchright to this land and
the herd as the Government. The only
trouble is we haven’t got the guts to
fight and they know it. Surely New Zea- |
landers are entitled to afair share of the
country and its game. It's just a miser-
able trick, especially when the land-
grabbing government has i8 other na-
. tional parks throughout the country and
more than 150 State forests all tied up.
New Zealanders should not let this
tragedy slip through their fingers and
they need help from the huniers. They
should do something drastic and then
the ‘Government may take heed. We
want this berd to stay where it is and be'
put in the charge of some association.
Don’t let this cafe be another Stewart

Island. Q..k\ “‘%i‘ L

Bluff

over- e o




Manapouri Man Forced
«/+- To Crash-land

A Manapouri helicopter operator and member of the recently-announced Fiordland wapiti
capture consorfium, Mr Jim Kane, crash-landed his Hughes 500D helicopter in Nelson, last week.

Mr Kane was forced to iand
his machine in the rocky bed of
‘the Warapeka river on Friday,
after its engine faited,

On landing on the uneven sur-
face it toppled over, causing
substantial damage,

Mr Kane and his two passen-
gers escaped injury. They
walked to the nearest road and
were able to telephone for as-
sigrance.

The helicopter has sirice been
lifted oul and transported to

| Dunedin. Insurance a$sessors
will examine it.

Mr Kane said yesterday ihey
were returning from a venison

cident occurred.
Unlucky

It was unlucky the engine had
failed.over rocky ground. If the
surface had been flat, most of
the damage would not have oc-
curred, he said.

The only danger, once he real-
ized the engine had failed, was

—

recovery operation when the ac-

picking the country to land on.
The landing itself was success-
ful.
Standby Aircraft -

Mr Kane said the loss of the
helicopter would not affect his
operation. He had another heli-
copter which was on standby for
emergencies such as this. It
would be used untii a replace-

ment machine could be obtain-
ed, hopefully by the end of the
month,

It is also understood a heli-
copter belonging to the Thomp-
son brothers, :
crashed in southern Fiordland
on Friday.

It too was a non-injury acci-
dent and the Hughes 300 in-
volved has been recovered.

of Te Anau,,
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Groups opposed to the relocation of the Fiordland
were yesterday invited to make written submi
of Lands and Forests, Mr Elworthy,
executive of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’

An informal meeting in Te
Anau yesterday with the groups
Opposing relocation had ““given
me more to think about,” Mr
Ebworthy said afterwards.

The points of view pui by
‘Deerstalkers’ Association rep-
fesentatives, recréational hunt-

| &rs and private individuals had
Been '‘frank and outspoken,”’ he
said. It was obvious that they
_were ‘‘sincere and genuine’’ in
| their objectives.

-Mr Elworthy said a request to

2L up a consultative committee

tween recreational hunters
the New Zealand Forest
ice research staff should be

put in writing,

_-The same stipulation applied

@ proposal for a public meet-

32 to be held in Te Anau.

-Mr Elworthy said he had been

E ible for the decision to

L p the joint venture between
‘liie State and a Fiordland wapiti
eapture consortium,

~ Although the groundwork was
fone by his predecessor, Mr
.'enn Young, ‘‘the decision was

;deby me and the project was

e ——_—

authorized by me,” he said.

The grounds for the decision
were the preservation of the wa-
piti as a species.

The venture was also seen as
enabling the park board to carry
out its policy on introduced ani-
mals.

Takahe were only a *‘very mi-
nior consideration” in the ven-
ture.

Mr Elworthy said he objected
to remarks in yesterday's
Southland Times about a 1982
wapiti trophy shoot. He hoped
the person reponsible would dis-
sociate himself from the com-
ments as it would not be pos-
sible ‘‘to work uader threat.”’

An executive officer of the
New Zealand Deerstalkers' As-
sociation, Miss Patricia Howitt,
said her asscciation also wanted
it knowrn that this idea had not
originated from it. The person
responsible was not known to be
a member.

Submissions

Miss Howitt said the associ-
ation now intended to follow a
double-pronggd}gpproaghﬁ.

who said he w

-| accept this reccmmendation.

Case Put For
- Wa

piti

Association.

Submissions on the wapiti
would be made by branches and
members to the Southland Na-
tional Parks and Reserves
Board and the national office
would be trying to arrange a
public meeting with the Mia-
ister.

Miss Howitt alleged there
was a precedent for keeping the
wapiti in Fiordland National
Park, in a decision- made on
trusa deer in the Urewera Na-
tional Park. That decision
treated the deer as an excep-
tional case to the policies usual-
ly foliowed with introduced spe-
cles.

The decision resulted from a
recommendation by (he park
board to the national authority
after strong submissions from
the Deerstalkers' Association.

The national vice-president
of the association, Mr John
Bamford, echoed this view. He
thought if the Southland Nation-
al Parks and Reserves Board
was prepared to accept the wa-
piti in the Fierdland National
Park, then the Minister would

‘Bit Upset’

The MP for Wallace, Mr De-
rek Angus, admitited to having
been ‘‘a bit upsei’ when the
first he heard of the wapiti ven-
ture was what he read in the pa-
per.

He described yesterday's
meeting as ‘‘very successful’
and said as far as he was con-
cerned ‘“‘the only way I would
support a proposal is if the wa-
piti could be relocated ir South-
land. Personally, I would like to
be able to go and hunt them, as I
have done in the past.”

The wapiti decision should go
right back to the grassroots. fo
the people of Southiand, a recre-
ational ‘hunter, Mr Jack
McKenzie said. He called for
public participation, and said it

National Park wapiti herd
ssions on their case by the Minister
as prepared to meet the

TE ANAU

park board to revalue its own
policies and management
plans.

This responsibility should not
be pre-empted by a Ministerial
decision.

Narrow-minded

Mr Alan Harrison, of Queens-
town, alleged the park board
had a narrow-minded attitude.

Jf the board was elected by
tHE Ztople rather than through
selection, the whole game situa-
tion would be rectified, he said.

Mr Alan Bradley, of Te Anau,
said he felt ‘‘very very sour"’
about the relocation of the wa-
piti.

““The few remaining animals
should be left in the area, where
they are reasonably safe,” -he!
said.

‘‘What is the point of taking
them out of one national park to |
put them into another?’ Mr
Bradley asked. i

Mr George Stuart, an execu-
tive member of the Southland
branch of the Deerstalkers’ As-
sociation, said if the wapiti
were taken out, no place would
be found to relocate them.

Poaching

Mr Warren Taylor, a recrea-
tional hunter, said the herd
wouid be of better quality than
it was now with proper game
management techniques and se-
lective culling.

The reason for the herd being
in its present state was the
“‘rather blatant poaching,’ that
had taken place in the past, he
said.

Parks should not exclUdei
peopie, said Mr Wilson Camp- '
bell, of Te Anau.

An alternative suggestion
was made by the president of
the Southland branch of the
Deerstalkers’ Association, Mr
Des Popham, who thought the
wapiti area might perhaps be !

was the responsibility of the

excluded from the park.

; 1222“ Wapiti
Taken

After two days of active operation, the
wapiti capture consortium has brought 22
animals out of Fiordland. ;

M A consortium helicopter be-
gan the joint venture recevery
operations in the wapiti area on
January 1 and continued the
next day.

However, the commissioner
of Crown lands, Mr Joe Harty,
said last night there had been no
deer captured yesterday be-
cause operations had been
“‘rained out and blown out’’ by
i Fiordland weather.

Work would continue as soon
as the weather was favourable,
he said.

On the first day, which
| marked the beginning of the re-
. location of Fiordland’s wapiti

herd, seven animals were cap-
tured by mid-afternoon and a
further eight were brought out
after an evening search.

Of the 15, six were chosen for

the Crown wapiti herd to go for-
ward for reseiection, two were
Kkept for the Crown’s deer farm-
ing herd, and seven were passed
on to the consortium, for the
member’s own use. The con-
sortium and the Crown aie part-
ners in the reccvery and re-
location of the herd. The deer
are seiected on the purity of wa-
piti blood, the best quality ani-
mals going to the Crown herd
which wiil eventually number
300.

Seven more animals were
captured on Saturday, of which
two were selected for the wapiti
herd, aud five were passed on to
the consoriium operators.

The captured animals were
being heid on the Ohai property.
of consortium member, Mr Jim
Kane, Mr Harty said.

g = it nim e e <

Over Fat

ew Zealand habitat, even if this means
changing the National Parks Act for the

‘More Conc
Of Wapiti ! /*

wapiti area.
G. P. Milne
Sir, — The Gore and districts branch President
of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Asso- J. A. Meikle
ciation deplores the recent action of
Fiordland National Park Board in re- Gore SETEtEY

. moving wapiti from the wapiti area of
the Fiordland National Park.

The NZDA aims are to provide hunt-
ing sport for members and their fami-
lies and for the future generations of
New Zealanders. With the recent ac-
tions taken by a few bureaucrats, these

* hopes are quickly fading into the past.

11 AWVapiti
Kept
For Herd

More than half the wapiti
brought out of Fiordland so far
have been passed on to the cap-
ture consortizm as unsuitdble
for the Crown herd.

More than 30 animals have
been captured since the con-
sortium began operations on
January 1 and 11 have been se-
lected for the Crown herd, on
the grounds of purity of wapiti
characteristics. |

The Commissioner of Crown|
Lands, Mr Joe Harty, said yes-.
teday the proportion of animals
suitable for the Crown herd was
‘*about what we expected. . .
Somewhere about one-third will
be reasonable sort of wapit: and
i| two-thirds will be more leaning
i towards red deer.”’

However, he said at this stage
it was too early to tell, as the
Crown wanted 300 animals, and
only about 32 had been brought
out so far, :

The animals passed on to the
consortium served as payment’
for itspart in the joint venture-
with the Crecwn for the capture:
and relocation of the wapifi
herd. |

Before the elections a local MP
stated that there were no wapiti worth
removing from the park. Now we find

" that 12 good wapiti have been removed,
not counting the 200 or 300 wapiti that
have been poached over the past few
years.

If we are to believe our MPs, where is
the ghost relocation point (if there is
one?) We must know this relocation
point, before any more animals are re-
moved from the park.

Therefore all interested people of
New Zealand, to whom the wapiti were
gifted should join forces with us and try
to retain the wapiti in their original

.

— e a—————
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Seven
Capt

The relocation of the Fiordiand wap
the wapiti capture consortium brought
continued their search iast night,

One helicapter, operated by
caplure consortium members,
moved into the wapiti area west
of Lake Te Anau early yester-
day morniug, and seven wapiti
hiad been brought out by mid-af-
Letnoon.

- The recovery and relocation
of the herd— a joint venture be-
t'ween the consortium and the
Stdte — involves the capture of
seweral bundred wapiti, to be in-
ftially relocated near Te-Anau.

Recovery operations would
probably continue today. if the
Weather was suitable, the Com-

- missioner for Crown Lands, Mr

Joe Harty, said last night.

However, an increasing
north-westerly windin the area
could adversely affect the work.
4s it is difficult to operate heli-
capiers in high winds.

Best Types

“‘The idea is to bring out as

many wapiti as possible ang
then select them,” Mr Harty
said.
-0Of the captured animals. the
mosl desirable to the Crown
were those showing the most
wapiti characteristics.

As liiere was a considerabie
amount of hybridization with
red deerin the Fiordland herd,
“the Crown is wanting those
that are as near to purs-bred
wapiti as possible,” he said.

. The Crown wanted a herd of

300 of the best wapili for re-
ioeation, with a desirable pro-
porticn of 75 per cent females
and 25 per cent males.

It also wanted a further herd
of 200 goad crossbred animais,
of which 180 were 10 be female
and 20 male, for iis own deer
farming purposes, he said.

The wapiti will be graded in
three categories, acecording to
quality. The purest bred ani-

—_——
|
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mals will be selected for the
Crown's herd, to be relocated,
and those of lesser pure quality
will form the farming devel-
opmeni herd, under the Depart-
ment of Lands and Survey,

Those not svitable for either
of these herds will be'passed on
10 the consortium, and “they
can. do what they like with
them.” Mr Harty said.

Five Retained
Of the seven animals cap-
tured yesterday, five were re-
tained by the Crown for further
selection, and the other two ani-
mals were passed on to/the con-
sortiom,

The [our consortivm mem-
bers areall Te Anau people. One
Is # deer farmer, and the other
tiree are helicopter operators,

Cver the two-year FECOVery
period, the herd of 360 would be
continually selected so that the
Crown would never own more
than 300 deer, Mr Harty said,

“If better animals come in,
tiere will be-a continual up-
grading of the herd, and the
lower guality animals will be
passed on,”" he said.

"The consortium has under-
fAKen fo upgrade lhe herd by
breading, with the introduetion

of pure wapiti blood from over-

seqns,"”

However, this would not hap-
pen this year. The mating sea-
son is about April and the fe-
males would not have had time
i seltle engugh 1o recejve arti-
ficial insemination, he said.

Al Breeding
The females would be mated
naturally 1o good wapiti bulls,
some of which would be Sup-
plied by consortium member.
Mr Evan Meredith,

Mr Meredith, the owner of-a

I ($2.

ure

piti 5

d

iti herd began yestefday as members of

out seven animals during the day and

wapiti gark at Te Anau, last
vear conducted a programme of
artificial _insemination which
was considered an international
breakihrough,

Forty of his wapiti cows were
rtificially inseminated with
Canadian wapiti bull sperm,
and some caives have already
been harn.

Mr Harty said if the unautho-
rized  wapiti trophy  shoaot,
planned for March and April by
Wanaka hupter Mr Alan
Rodger, went ahead, it would
credte a ““difficult sitvation."

“'The recovery of wapiti is nnt
an easy exercise, " he said, “‘and
to be successful the consortium
has to be given every opportun-
ity to succeed

""The good animals are really
wanted by the Crown for re-
location, which does not want
them shot by other people.

“"We don’t want a crowd of
peaple in there stirring them up
over a period when thereis high
activity by -helicopters.” he
said.

Greund Capture
The consortivm was Inoking
ai the possibiiity of using:
ground capiure methods as an
aliernative to helicopter recov-
ery.

This would involve ground !

hunters getting animals, using
tranquillizers, which  was

_easiest during the roaring sea-

son, he said.

If the bulls were bugling prop- |.

erly, the best bulls could be lo-
cated. tranquiilized and brough:
OUL.

However, the roar, in mid-
April, coincided with the trophy
shoot. The shooters, who were
also after the good bulls, found
this period mest attractive for
the same reasons as the recoy-
ery operators, Mr Harty said.

W Method of Wapiti

The: consortium's recovery '
operation will continue for two |

years, with a right of review by
the consortium or the State for a
further year's extension,

It would continue right

through, if weather permitted,
Mr Harty said.

‘Fiordland weather can turn
nasty and stay nasty for a long
time,’" he said. ““There could be
months ‘at a time when they
can't do anything because of
high winds, rain or mist.

" "“The secret of successful

helicopter operating in Fierd-
land is to get our when the
weather is right,”” Mr Harty
sad,

Three Methods

Standard procedure for livel

animal capture is being used by
the consortium. Three methods
are used by helicopter oper-
alurs, depending on conditions,

The firsi line of capture is|.
With a net fired from a net gun
Dy a crewman in the aircraft, ||

which'entangles the animal,

il the animal is in bush condi-
ticns, tranquillizer darts with
radio iransmilters can be useg.
If the deer runs under cover. it
¢an be traced by the trans-
mitter. ’

Small deer, or those stuck in
scrub, can be bulldogged by a

€rewman, who jumps from the i

hielicopter on 1o the animal's
back.

~ Removal of Wapiti

apiti

Sir, — Surely to goodness a Minister
of the Crown has more important duties
which should be carried out rather than
the unnecessary relocation of the wapiti
species from the national park they are
accustomed (o, jo  substitute to which
they would not be.

The Southland Times 30.12.81 had g
Very interesting front page article
which quoted the newly-elected MP for
Wallace as being “‘a bit upset” when he
first heard of the venture.

Has he not donie his homework before-
hand, fought to keep the Fiordland Na-
tional Park and realized that Sections -
32, 33 (2) and 63 of the National Parks
Act 1952 are included in the insidious
National Development Aet 19792

! A very good question was asked by Mr

j Alan Bradley of Te Anau: “What's the
good of taking them out of one park and
putting them in another?"” Frankly it
was not answered properly.

As for poaching, surely there are
laws regarding that sort of illegal activ-
ity and if not why?

For goodness’ sake the Government
shouid realize what they were elected
for — responsibility to constituents. If
they cannot do so, they should not be

hoiding office.
Keith J. Williamson
Dunedin

=

————

Over Remq}El_
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Sir, — About the wapiti herd [n. Fl
land Natiopal Park, on reading

! American College pig

' l::r'etation of national park, it

““Area of scenic beauty,

_On the grounds that the wapiti ;
an American President

| Eift from
| should be treated as a his
| the park.
What right has the
epartment got to take

people of New Zealand and farm tf
If that is not bad enp

like sheep?

tionary |

historica)

to|

a gift to

{ | they are giving haif the herd 1o 5 o |
m.,

|| sortiu

If the Government can build a‘ i |

Station in the park, then

fence around the wapiti block and g

1ain the herd within. The
£ift and nobody has the
them from the park.

Hacked Off

——

] Wapiti He

i Sir, — Would it
i Person connected
) Wapiti from our
« | Tua park to write their
for Femoving a gift that

¢ last and be €njoyed by al
| Then the Times could publ
poor abused

. Come on Park board commij ttee,

e e

*/. Questioned

i ‘Breeding Proved

Eight calves have been b
artificial insemination techni

orn 1o wapiti cows after a
ques at a wapiti park in Te Anau,

breakthrough in

Fears for the survival of the takah

red deer were onl excuses f iti
Fiordland, it was ol ¥ Ses for removing the wapiti herd from

wapiti with

Te Anau recreational

Mr Warren Taylor, questioned
motives of the Government

the Southland Parks and
Reserves Board in their support

the
and

of the herd's removal.
Mr Taylor said the par!
been opposed to hav

aimed last night.

bunter, ’animajs couid then be sold.
Mr Taylor said he had not ex-
pected the recovery operation
to start so scon.
“We were told befare the
election that the decision was
many, many months away be-

k board

: : inga : ies
hazgié};‘ﬁggérgt{gﬂl;;n;\fggthng ed o be between 33 and 35 idence, o tuture DI pro- animals in Fiordiand Nat%on]g Eﬁﬂﬁfigirnﬁgﬂﬂmm Dee
redith who, for "r'h.e first 1i 5‘ i : 1 grammes, ! Park for years and was ONlY US| The start of pe 0very oper
e bl Ll me, | Mr Meredith said yesterday |  “I may even look at breeding ing the takahe and hybridization ations had served (o <trs -',i:;:"'
has cross lordiand wapiti | he believed the eight births | from a commercial point of | to ‘'confuse the issue " oppoSition. 'b;.';”{"'n-%.-'-‘én

!vfr\rf; anmovergehas strain. B would be the'final number. The view, in supplying semen to oth- 1 Deerfanningpeuple.hesaicl ?;;.1”5”“'“ e felistnieg
'e&rnatgiguf ha};!!nc._a% Y 10 | calves were, hie said normal and [er farmers in New Zealand with would be Pressurizing the Goy. 2 A meetin between the Mi
:\“!h pAted “u_ i wapét.é:aws in healthy condition. It was not cross-bred or wapiti deer.'” { ernment to get the animals out | ister m"(‘.an% ander? 'I~E : ‘:;.
:1 ~peaially imported Cana- | known whether thiey were male | Mr Meredith, in his capacity;  of the park for financia| rea-| Elworthy, o fz th m‘zbfi o
j’:zr":aarpui buli semen early |or female as they were not |as a member of the Fiordland’ SOns. ecutive )ulfu?hp f‘éon\.ﬁ“{}n;l-:‘x&
‘_m}‘ i e be:pg _chsturbed. : i Wapiit capture consortium, will Comervationgroupswerenp- Deerstalkers” ‘-‘;sqoé?al(':::n
ried out on three batches of | . S\i"€ Would be carried out|be working . Upgrade the posed to having introduced an.. would, hopefully, be held later
ot i oy thres ril and | e the caives were weaned at| Crown S wapiti herd through se- mals released anywhere in New in the month, ho said
(oo dliring March, April and | jpe o, 5S¢ May. lective breeding. ' | Zealand, and were influencing ' e
A :!:(. ihe tradit ional breeding Confidence Female wapiti wiill be mated: 'the thinking of the parks bozrd Decision a
Season for wapiti in the wild. _ oo | Maturally to good wapiti bulls.: | . |, It would not be difficuit for over the who!
The gestation period for wa- | Mr Meredith said the. eight | some of which will be supplied Suspicious the Government to pall out of o
1 Diti 35 still in donbt, but isbetiev- | births had given him great ton. by Mr Meredith, ¢ feausea relocation site had  the joiny venture, he said Tre/er
' ot been decided on, he could Minister had to make a deci.
i See a situation Where there| sjon, and there had o be a rea-[said,
would be 300 10400 wapiti sitting| son for hie meeting with (he ex-
10N a property with nowhere o} ecutive,
80. He was suspicious that these

il would have

Serves Board had
ed, there had
appointment of
Hunting Advisory Committee tg

dvise on recreational hunting |

ment of the venture was an ex. |
ample of “political cowardice,"
he said. .

“Cleariy,
lay the anfiouncement uniil af..
ter the election was politicaily
motivated.

“If the full facts hag beern ex-
Dosed three to four weeks be-.
fore the election, 1o give us the
Chance to

the decision 1o de-

EXPress our opinions, |
affected the |

Clutha and, particulariy, the
Awarua electorates '

Mr Taylor said that since the
new Southiand

Parks and Pe-
been appoint-
been no re-
& Recreational

park,

"It makes me wonder wheth-
the board really cares about
recreational hunting at ail," he

“The board Wants a pristine
. t¥pe of park, of no interest roy
The Government announce-janyone except themselves. '

e

be possible for eveny
with the removal o |
own democraties
Personal reagpy

wapi

right to tai

rd

I for years
ish. We,
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' The wapiti capture and re-
| Iocation operation, a joint ven-
fure between the consortium
and the State, is expected to be
ander way tomorrow.
* " Responsibility for overall

€ontrol of the operation in
Southland will be held jointly by
Mr: Harty and the Southland
Conservator of Forests, Mr K.
W Prior.

‘At a local ievel in Te Anau,
' Mr John von Tunzelman, of the

and'a national park ranger, Mr
Ted Atkinsen, will eversee op-
erations.

' The agreement between the
gonsorfiumand the State is for a
two-year period of operations

. The Fiordland wapiti capture conso;
‘to begin lifting wapiti out of Fiord
Commissioner for Crown Lands, Mr Joe Harty.

hold discussions

3/

This was also in spite of an ap-
pesi by the Minister of Lands
and Forests, Mr Elworthy, in
Te Anau on Tuesday. Mr El-
worthy called on Mr Rodger to
withdraw the comments he had
made in that day’s Southland
Times, as he said he couvld not
‘‘under
threat.””

“Rights”’

“1 am not threatening the

Minister,” Mr Rodger said. I

New Zealand Forest Service, ram Just mllin? him that we are
sit

not going to sit back and be de-
nied our rights and our heri-
tage.””

Mnl‘ Rodger said he has al-
ready received six letters of
support and four or five tele-

with a right of review by both
parties, for a further vear's ex-
tensions. G

Shoot Cancelled

Meanyvhi]e, the wapiti area is
to remain closed to recreational

celled.

Mr Harty warned last night
against a proposal by a Wanaka
recreational hunter, Mr Alan
Rodger, to organize his own
shoot. {
. This would be an ‘illegal ac-
tivity,” he said, and the illegal
use of firearms was ‘“‘a very
serious matter.’’

' However, Mr Rodger said
last night he was definitely go-
ing ahead with his shoot.

Lt e S SRR

hunters and the 1982 wapiti §
trophy shoot has been can- §

Wapiti Capture To

- Start Tomorrow

rtiom has been given the go-ahead
land National Park, by the

of his netice about a shootinfive
newspapers last Saturday.

Asked if ne was worried about
the penalties of holding an ille-
gal shoot, Mr Rodger said "'not
particuiarly s0.”

Recreational hunters had
been ‘‘pushed into a corner’’ by
Mr Elworthy and his heads of
departments and they had to
stand up for their rights sooner
or later. -

Mr Rodger said he was
pleased the Minister had opened
the way for submissions on the
wapit] issue this week, He in-
tended to make an individual
submission, that the existing
wapiti area in Fiordland Na-
tional Park be set up as.a spe-
cial area for the management of

phope calls since the insertion

wapili.

has brought 60 animals out of the park.

Of these, 17 deer have beenai-
located for the Crown’s wapiti
relocation hierd, nineare (o go to
the Crown’s deer farming herd,

'and 34 have been passed on (o
_the cansortivm operators.

The joint venture between the
| Crown and the consortium is go-
. ing well, according 10 the Com-
missioner for Crown Lands, Mr
Joe Harty.
Improved weather in recent
dpys was assisting the helicop-
(1er capture operations, he said
| 1ast night. ]
The operation o bring out the
wapitl, crossbreds and red deer
|is being urndertaken by three
conasortium members, Messrs
Dick Deaker. Jim Kane and
Richard Hayes, on a rotation
basis.
The fourth consortium mem-
ber, Mr Evan Meredith, a deer
farmer 15 to upgrade the

‘areas they had in other'parts of

Crown’s wapiti herd through se-

lective breeding. before its ulti-

mate relocation. :
Svstem Changed

The present capiure oper-
ation i the wapiti area has
forced-a change in the helicop-
ter deer recovery block system
in the rest of Fiordland National
Park.

A condition of the joint ven-
fure was that the three con-
sortium helicopter operators
shouid be allowed to retain

the park.

Before Decemper, (he deer
recavery was a six-block sys-
tem, with two helicopiers oper-
ating. in each bloek, and the
blocks being rotated monthly.

It has now reveried to 2 12-
bluck system, two of the blocks
being in the wapiti area, which

26 Deer Retained
+)j« For Crown |

After a week of operations, the Fiordland wapiti capture consortium

|

L]

The three consortium oper-
ators are in charge of deer cap-!
ture in this area and they have
retzined a block each in other
paris'of the park.

The ctner s'ven blocks have
been batletdy .o Alpine Helicop-
lers (32}, Tnompson Bros (1), |
I Cook (1) and Avenger Heli-
copters (1). *

*_All 10 blocks outside the wa-
piti area have been issued.on a
company-helicopier per bleck
basis, with biocks rotating|

monthly. b

Reduced Area

The decisien to revert to a 12-
block system, which was last
used in September, 1980 was
made tocondense all the ecom-
panies into a reduced area, the
senior ranger in charge of heli-
copter operations, Mr Ted At-
inson, said last night.

covers lo per cent of the park.

| comparable to the December —

xR :

As part of the Fiordland wa-
piti relocation venture, deer
are being flown out of the |
wapiti-area to an inspection
point ncar Te Anau. Here, a
Fiordiand. National Park
senior ranger, Mr Ted At-
kinson (left), remmoves a net
fromt a deer, with the kelp of
Mr Mark Hayes. The deer
was later chesen for in-
clusion ip the Crown’s
breeding herd.

‘| that market.

The system was introduced in
view of the previous year’s op-
erations and after submissions
had been received from the,
companies, he said.

Mr Atkinson understood that
capture levels this year were

January period in 1980.

The emphasis, he said, had
now shifted back to liveanimals
because ,of a strengthening in

Live deer at present account-
ed for about 20 per cent of the to-*
tal catch.
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THE DECISION to move the wapiti
out of Fiordland National Park has
won acclaim for the new Minister of

Lands and Forests, Jonathan
Elworthy. _

Elworthy announced his decision only days af-
fer taking over the two portfolios from the con-
troversial Venn Young. Conservationists say they
are agreeably surprised by Elworthy’s first move

“It has been a thorny problem because many
deerstalkers still believe the wapiti herd could

really survive in the long term amid the red deer
in Fiordland National Park,

‘Commitment’

“They also feared that taking the wapiti out of
Fiordland wonld mean the end of wapiti in the
wild altogethgr. :

animals out of Fiordland,” he said. “We will have
to look closely at the areas now being suggested
for wapiti, but there is no doubt that a suitable
area will be found for them.”

All New Zealanders would be pleased that the
decision taken greatly improved the survival
chances of the takahe, he said.

‘Priority’

“The takahe is a native bird and is unique,
while the wapiti is an animal that js fairly com-
mon in other parts of the world. _

“National parks are for our native plants and
animals first and foremost, and it is important
that the takahe should have priority there, while
another home is found for the wapiti.”

Mr said conservationists were also
concerned that restrictions on ial hunt-
ing in Fiordland’s huge wapiti area were leading
:gd adbig build-up in numbers of both wapiti and

eer.

‘"Hammering’
"“The vegetation in there has been taking a real

hammering — whole series of plants are just

disappearing because they happen to be like ice-

creacmtosome i animals.” AL %
onservation organisations say they will be -

holding discussions with de as well as

with the Minister of Forests about the suitability

ofthethreearmsnowbeinglookedatasmmre
Wwapiti areas. '.

The three areas are the Wanganui-Waitotara
hill country, and two areas near Nelson: the Rich- i

mond Range in the east and the Karamea
catchment in the west.

range.
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The Winners In 16 / il $2
Wapiti Wrangle
THE BATTLE of the wapiti continues.

The four-man deer capture con-
sortium continued its operations this
week. Recreational hunters continued
planning for a wapiti shoot later in the
year.

it's pretty easy to see who is on the
winuing team.

The organizer of the illegal shoot, Mr
Alan Rodger, said the authorities could
slam him in gaol if they wanted to.

While that's unlikely to happen, it
would hardly help his cause if he was.

But that’s about as far as the story
has progressed.

The New Zealand Deerstalkers Asso-
ciation's national executive has got no
further with arranging a meeting with
the Minister of Lands and Forests, Mr
Elworthy.

It appears he is busy familiarizing
himself with the areas that fall into his
new portfolios.

One of them, of course, just happens
to be wapiti.

INTERBREEDING is proving the

wit’a 'd_ownfa".

Velvet Not /8/:/<

So Deer 2
DEER VELVET has beenin abundance
this year with vast quantities being ex-
ported to Asian countries for use as a
medicine.

‘A Korean buyer, Mr I. B. Hong, was
in Invercargill this week buying some
700kg of dry velvet from Wrightson
NMA on behalf of a co-operative associ-
ation of herbal medicine dealers in his
country.

The market for velvet within New
Zealand has stabilized this year after
reaching an almost unrealistic peak two
years ago when velvet was being bought
from hunters and farmers at up to$280 a
kilogram.

This year, prices are on a par with
last year with top grade velvet fetching
$110 to $120 from dealers.

All velvet éntering Korea from new
Zealand is taxed 150 per cent on its

“‘check price” of $450 whereas the supe- ]
rior Russian product is taxed at a level |

of $670 a kg.
Last year, it was predicted that bet-

ter quality veivet would be on the mar-

CARE
*fyuth’s campaign for

ONSERVATION of AIR,
RIVERS, ENVIRONMENT

THE WAPITI are to be rescued from Fiordland

National Park. .

Wapiti, or North
American elk, are
heavyweight deer
with spectacular
antlers. The only New
Zealand herd runs
wild in Fiordland.

Much sought after
by trophy hunters,
they have been in
danger of extinction
as a separate species
in Fiordland, because
of interbreeding with
red deer.

Now the wapiti
herd will be airlifted
out of Fiordland for
eventual relocaticn
elsewhere in New
Zealand, the Govern-
ment has announced.
The search is on for a

Y

new home for the
wapiti.

The aim is to find
an extensive tract of
territory in which the
big animals can roam
freely, and where
deerstalkers can
pursue their greatest
prize. !

A team of Forest
Service and Lands
Department officials
are studying areas

that might be suitable

in both North ard
South Islands.

Long term survival
of the berd will de-
pend on finding a hab-
itat in which red deer
are absent. Ag-
gressively interbreed-
ing red deer have vir-

tually swamped
Fiordland’s wapiti
population, hybridis-
ing them into wel-
terweight weaklings
with puny antlers.
This situation has
convinced scientists
that the wapiti will
not survive in
Fiordland National
Park in the long run.
The wapiti herd
from Fiordland is
now to be upgraded
by selective breeding
and possible introduc-
tion of new bloodlines
from America, before
being released into a
rew wild habitat.
Deer farmers will
also benefit from the
breeding programme.

ket in New Zealand this year as farmers
culled out poorer quality stags. How-
ever, the absence of suitable slaughter-
ing facilities prevented large-scale cul-
ling.

E deer slaughterhouse will soon be
operational at Messburn and its ben-
efits should be noticed next year with
the production of smaller amounts of a
better quality product.

CRIFFELS 1st BREEDING STAG SALE

THE quality of Criffel bred weaners is known througaout New

'| Zealand. Such qualityis the result of careful selection of breeding
| sires.

Specially selected sale offering of
25 NZ Wapiti and Wapiti red hybrid Stags 3-4-6 year old.
20 6-year-old red deer stags, Criffel born and bred, to be held
Friday January 22, 1982 at Criffel selling yards, Wanaka
beginning at 1pm.

The history of these breeding stags, their live weights and
velvet weights are all available. Their velvet may be inspectedat
the Luggate GPHM on the morning of the sale.

THE SELECTION OF TOP BREEDING STAGS TO MAXIMISE
PRODUCT RETURNS ‘HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY
IMPORTANT WITH THE SLAUGHTER OF DEER GETTING
UNDER WAY.

MAKE YOUR SELECTION AT CRIFFEL

Viewing on sale day or prior to the sale by arranggment with [
your stock firm. i

|
Wanaka Lions will provide a light luncheon, 4/ 2. |
Sale conducted by Wrightson NMA Lt i
8029 Alexandra
AE N. J. Dowiing 7654
and Southland Farmers Co-op Assn Ltd Invercargill 81-929
AH G. Erskine 78-097

69053




Notornis left to wasteland

by Truth’s
environment writer

SURVIVAL chances
big step forward w

hen

Fiordland National Park.

The 180,000 hectare
wapiti range overlaps
with the habitat of the
takahe or notornis, a
flightless native bird
that was thought to be

extinet until it was re-
is in Fiordland
in the early 1950s.
Takahe and deer eat
the same food plants,
competing with each

of an endangered native bird will take a
the wapiti herd is removed from

other for survival in the
mist-swept mountain
tops of Fiordland Na-
tional Park.

Takahe numbers are
declining steadily. This
unique bird is now fight-
ing for survival in the
park’s Murchison Moun-
tains. j

Policy

Meanwhile deer
numbers are high in the
adjoining wapiti area,
because of a govern-
ment policy which re-
stricts commercial
hunting in the area,

Wildlife Service sci-
entists have drawn up a
plan to help the takahe

towards long-term sur-

vival.
_Trials of sprinkling
fertiliser on im-

poverished tussock
lands have given takahe
nutrition a boost, and
improved the bird’s
breeding success in one
area. Stoat trapping
also helps. .

Crucial

But a crucial part of
the survival pian is to

move part of the takahe

ruth’s campaign for
ONSERVATION of AIR,
RIVERS, ENVIRONMENT

population out of the
Murchison Mountains
into other parts of
Fiordland.

The hard-pressed
wildlife scientists don’t
want all their takahe
eggs in one basket — es-
pecially such a cold, un-
favourable basket as the
Murchison Mountains.
They hope to find more
favourable habitats for

the endangered bird
elsewhere in Fiordland.

But before the takahe
can be moved into a
potentially suitable hab-
itat, the deer population
has to be greatly re-
duced.

Removing the wapiti
to another part of New

Zealand will clear the

way for a crackdown on
skyrocketing red deer
numbers, whose in-
tensive browsing of food
plants wrecks the
chances of takahe sur-
vival.

With the wapiti and
red deer gone, the
takahe can be moved in
and Operation Survival
will have a real hope of
suceess.

30 Interested In

shoot.

Mr Rodger plans to £0 into
the wapiti area in the last week
of March fora two week sheoot.

He said Yesterday he would
be insisting that all hunters gn
the shoot eurried radios, and

| that hie had written 1o the South-

land National Parks and Re-
serves Board to ask if park
board staffar Te Anay would ae-
cept radio calls.

Mr Rodger still held the be-
lief that the hunters could not be
physically stopped from going
inta the park. But he said he
would not tolerate violence
from anyone as he wanted the
shoot to be a peaceful one.

Mr Radger has replied to let-
iers frm the Minister of Lands
and Forests, Mr Elworthy, and
the Southland commissioner of
Crown Lands, Mr Joe Harty,
which asked him to call off the
shoot.

Submission

Ee has sent 4 submission out-
lining his views on the ra.
locatien of the Fiordland Na-
tionai Park wapiti to the park
hoard,

In the meaiitime, the re--

location operation by the four

man CoNsoriium continues.
Southland conservator of for-

ests, My Keith Prior, said yes-

o Joining Shoot

Thirty recreational hu

nters have now expressed interest in Jjoining
Ir Alan Rodger,of Wanak

a, ¢n his proposed illegal 1982 wapiti trophy

terday that good weather during
the past few days had helped the
veniure. The operators had
been able to go into the western
area. in the ticinity of George
and Bligh sounds. The quaiity of
animals appeared te have im-
proved.

Of the 18 animals-caught on
Saturday, seven were suitable
for either the Crown’s re-
location or farming herds.

Adverse conditions earlier on
had restricted operations to the
frontal area of the Stuart Movn-
tains. It was anticipated better
quality animals would be found
further in,



These wapiti twins, believed
to be the only ones in New
Zealand, were born on 2
farm just north of Riv-
ersdale recently. The ewn-
er, Mr G, L. Orr, believes
the two bull calves are
unique in that they are the

‘only wapiti twins to be born |

here. They are about 12 |

days’ old, and are by a pure-
bred wapiti bull and cow.
The cow was one of two pur-

chased by Mr Orr at the first |

wapiti sale at Manapouri a
few years ago. They were
the first two wapiti hinds
sold at auction in New Zea-
land. Mr Orr said e could
not put a price on the twins,
but said at this stage he
thought he would keep them.
Inclading recently born cal-
ves, Mr Orr has 120 deer on

his property. He has been |

farming deer since 1878.

Wapiti Herd

Sir,— The remarks by the Minister of
Lands, Mr Elworthy’s on the news re-
cently in regard to country peopie
whom he says should be encouraged to
continue with the good work they do, are
about as meaningful as his earlier as-
surance that he would listen to the rec-
reational hunters' deputation in Te
Anau in connection with the wapiti out
of Fiordland fiasco. The ‘‘Fiordland Pi-
rates” struck at dawn on New Year's
morning and all the departmental of-
fices were closed down tight with noav-
enue of protest available.

The wapiti were given to the people
for pleasure and recreation, not to be
plundered for profits. The report of the
success or failure of the extraction of
these animals from the people’s park in
the daily morning press is a most de-
pressing start for the day by the people
who have contributed so much in the
past to their survival. That the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands would be a party
to a group that can remove hinds from
their fawns at five weeks of age, subject

males in velvet to the hurly burly of cap-
ture and being dumped into some large
wire cage is rather contrary te a farm-
er's attitude towards his animals.

The re-location of the wapiti has been
dreamed up by some Government de-
partmentai people, egged on by com-
mercial people and also parks author-
ities, who hate deer of any description.
Besides the commercial pecple want

the final dividend. But what about the

re-located herd? What a target.

1f the recreational hunters think they
will ever derive anything from this dis-
gusting affair just turn back the pages
and that will assure you of nil.

One of New Zealand's most highly re-
spected MPs once remarked at the Blue
Mountains branch annual dinner that
the Deerstalkers Association was one of
the most worth-while organizations in
this country. ‘“You don’t come running
to the Government for handouts or sub-
sidies, you train young people and assist
in search and rescue work, besides this
function is a credit to you all.”” Member-
ship then 140, today, 40.

Messrs Henderson and Collett’s rub-
bishing of Mr Warren Taylor is typical
treatment in today’s society of a gen-
uine sincere man who sees both sides of
the problem and wants it solved to
both’s satisfaction, Their quotation of
300,000 visitors to the park who were not

interested in deer is ridiculous. Few, if

any, reached the wapiti area. Many
slept in buses en route to Milford, thou-
sands so fast in cars they couldn’t take
their eyes off the road, and trout fish-
ermen that never left their boats or the
lakes

1 have hunted the wapiti or elk in
Fiordland and I've watched them graze
peacefully nearby as I fished for the na-
tive cutthroat trout in Yellowstone
Park. So I have a little knowledge of
what T demand by right to see retained
for the youth and hunters of tomorrow,
as it was retained for me by my elders
of yesterday. For Mr Rodgers, of Wa-
naka, who wants to go hunt 2 trophy, I
ask that this small request be granted,
for myself nothing,

A. H/ Hprvey

McNab ’ [}

{Abridged. — Ed] ( f‘ﬁ\

Sir,+— The typical narrow-minded at-
titude displayed last week by Messrs
Collett and Henderson is the underlying
reason why, aver the past 30 years, we
are now seeing the demise of our small
wapiti herd in Fiordland. These people
have not even tried to represent the ma-
jority view of endeavouring to accom-
modate the interests of people who have
the inherent right to their recreational
pursuits. Instead the outcome of their

efforts is that they have promoted and
preserved the commercial interests at
the expense of the rights of the genuine
real park users. History will recall that
the administration must be held solely
responsible for this current despicable
state of affairs of not transmitting the -
genuine interests of real park users into
a coherent poiicy for them. L)

The present conflict of opinicn clear-
ly illustrates that individuais are al-
ways the losers when State agencies are
run by undemocratic means. Special in-
terests prevail that attach no special
value to individuals' recreation. It al-
lows the whole administration process
to be pre-conditioned by their, own re-
flexes instead of what is good and prop-
er for that of the individual.

The result is that here we have re- ° ;

peated again where the Minister in
Charge, Mr Elworthy, is trying to be on
both sides. Government civil servants
are working full time trying to devise
plans and costly advertisements to keep
themselves in-jobs to promote a Min-
istry of Recreation and Sport. In the
same building other civil servants and
park board administrators equally dedi-
cated to recreation and sport are work-
ing full time spending park users' mon-
ey to deny them their right of recreation
and sport.

The situation would be ludicrous if it
were not so serious. These independent
agencies are literally out of control be-
cause they are not democratically run.

This autocratic system has been free-
ly granted to people like Messrs Hen-

derson and Collett simply because this
Government has, contrary to all other
public administrations, steadfastly re-
fused to grant eiected representation (o
a public organization. They think that
central government agencies, one pre-
moting recreation and sport and the oth-
er equally expensive agency extermi-
nating it, know mere about what should
be done than so-called uninformed vot-
ers paying for such self defeating and
destructive policies.

Nobody can ciaim the success of their
policies is to be found in the figure of
300,000 people visiting Fiordland. Such
useless figures miss the essential point.
These people who travel in buses ard
cars are not real park users— they are
park-seers and mostly come from
ahroad and pay no taxes for the privi-
lege. By comparison the people who
penetrate the park and use its rock biv-
vies and hunt its animals are the reai’
park users. They pay taxes for its ad-
ministration and have the absolute right
to enjoy its recreation and sporting pur-
suits accordingly.

What these administrators are saying
and carrying out with policy is that ail

the people who are the real park users
should be forced to pay taxes for admin-
istrators to adopt and preserve in per-
petuity a policy that brings about the ex-
termination of their own best interests.

Wiping out wapiti from the area onlﬁi;
removes the animai— not the public gb-I
jection. The only real course of action

> to re-establish a pure-bred selected im-

ported herd back into the area for the.
real park users again using all the mod-=
erp aerial techniques and hunting meth--
ods to control numbers like other en-
lightened world game administrators

. would do.

Alister McDonald

Dipton




Helicopter Mﬁp
Found Safe

A Manapouri helicopter pilot and his shooter were last night wondering at.
their mixed blessings, after surviving their second crash in a month.

Mr Jim Kane, aged 34, the pi-| The pair left Te Anavonawa- last been sighted — during the |er had treated the two kindly,
lat, and Mr Michae! Mitchell, |piti recovery trip on Monday morning, but saw no sign of the|and they had been fortunate to
aged 25 were found safe and eyening, but did not return as tWo men, \ find drums to help their trip up
well yesterday at the head of the scheduied. But just before 2pm-° they |the sound. Y i
south-west arm of George Search were spotted, waving furiously | Having lost their emergency
Sound, ater a cold night in the arc from a beach at the head of the |beacon, they could have been
bush, 4 A search and rescue oper-| arm, and were picked up by a |lost for days, he said, y _

While rescuers wondered at ation began at first light yeser- | helicopter piloted by Mr Bill But the two men last night did
their luck to be found alive and day, and by early afternoon, | Black, _ not want to chance their*“luck’™
well, the tweo men were not so Hopes of finding the two men Mr Kanelater described their | again. L )
ke . alive were fl“'1nﬂring;. night out as long, cold and tir- “Their first accident, which

Having experienced their! Thres privately-owned heli- | ing. : ) gt happened in Nelson, wason De-
second crash in 2 month — both |copters and an RNZAF Friend-| The helicopter's engine had | cember 1§ — exactly a month
because of engine failure — Mr |ship scoured the rugged Glais- | cut out soon after 8pm, and he | before the Fiordiand crash. |
: Kane said they could not decide |nock Wilderness area — where | had been forced to put it down They were rot planning to be
q whether they were lucky ornot. }the missing Hughes 500D had | into the icy waters of the sound. ﬂx:‘n\geo\giﬁar;:ary ilgﬁmatdavl
4 Swam Ashore  |[;, e Aub.” said Mr Kane.

: AR M - : The men were working as
’ i3 fg"*% 7 h Thel{e e e drescse part of a four-member wapiti
i : y Tl N ‘the helicopter's emergency ekl hich wag
3 beacon, and the two men had to | S2Pture consortium which w.
swim 100 metres to shore. Set up last month to work with
There. they found two drums, |the Crown in a joint wapiti re-

which they used as rafts {o [location venture.
make their way up the sound, in | O7fers of help flooded in to Te

irecti ; Anau  yesterday, especially
ézzndﬁz?gr;agz?ﬂgfn tiey had from Fiordland helicopter oper-
After a gruelling 10 hours of |ators. who were willing to take
paddling, they beached thejr [Part in the air searches. _
drums, and plunged into the |- e et
bush to spend the night,
“It was pretty cold out there
— but net as cold as it might
:| have been,” said Mr Kane, “t
| would have been much worse
higher up." 1
The men began tramping |
through the bush first thing yes-
terday morning, and arrived at
the hut about loam, 0 i
There, they met a tramping Mr Jim Kane, the pilot of the crashed helicopter, who
| Party who had camped the| - ' says he will not be flying on February 18.
| ight, and were given a wel- ;s ‘ :
come cup of tea. T _ = e
“'From then on there was no |

problem,” Mr Kane said. “The
only thing we were worried
| about was that we couldn’t tel] )
anyone. we were safe and i 7 {
WORKS MANAGER  \
Lucky ‘ ,
o, e e Search ¢ ame and Meat Processing
Centre, Squadron Leader David ) Ashburton
Geddes, said the men had been Q) [52-
extremely lucky 10 escape with- !
g:;kmgl;{;e and to tind their way | CANTERBURY VENISON (NZ) LTDisanew
Fiordiand’s n'otorious weath- dertake the siaug SSig ard pn

e ‘Lr T

<ompany. Development of the
operation has so far proceeded to the point that tenders will shortly be called 1o com-
y mednce construction of deer slaughter premises, a game packing house and a meat
Tired, but pleased to be home. .. Mr Michael Mitchell, ?ﬁgkxgé‘:"ﬁea:ﬂ acq“:;lrerd land dsirm“esgom Ashburton.
the shooter from the missing Hughes 500, at Te Anau . 3 ! i ager eport h ectly
; g : | church and will be responsible for the
Airport yesterday. ception, drawing on the available
1y expertise within the com
dddition 1
lated eng

Imtial enguiries should be directed in confidence to Murray Rodgers phone (03)50-913
Christchurch or by writing to him at. PO Box 391.

61548

MCDougali Rodgers Associates w

Mandgwm_-nl{,'uubu!f,m!.s

10th Floor, BN House, Cathedral Squadre
PO Houx 1971 Chustchurch Phones 50-913 67-026




and  associations,
gs, conferences and so
been held over the years tryin
control, of or to pretec
wapiti nerc. And they h

a
t stlil they oy
h

move now as the Governme

or iessiorcing their hands ber

So how do tne hunters | v
ernment’s hand? It cuts both ways.
Someorie should point out o the Ferest

Service and the Fiordiand Parx Boar

that there are a lot of zechle cailed New

Zzzlanders who live in this country with
ight to the wapiti and Crown

}. Hawkiess

e

Helicopter pilots Mr Rich-
ard Hayes {left) and Mr Bill
Biack discussing search tae-
vics before taking off irom
Te Anau airport yesierday
ro search dor the missin

heijcepier.
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dealers have filled

Mest had filled their orders
before Christmas, paying
prices comparable to last sea-
son.

Prices for velvet stabilized
last season after the highs of the
1972-80 period when prices for A
grade velver exceeded 3260 a
kilogram.

This year “*Super A grade’ is
fetching S110 to $120, A grade
Ség o $110 and B grade 350 to

With the market emphasis
being placed on quality this sea-
son, there was a limited market

for the lower grades, with many

dealers not buying them.

Wilson Neill, in Dunedin,
bought actively before Christ-
| mas and filled all its orders, ac-
cording to a divisional man-
ager, Mr C. Hartnell,

Mr Hartnell said that there
appeared to be fewer bulk buy-
ers of velvet this season, with
some possibly being dis-
couraged by the drop in prices
Iast serson.

Prices Maintained

However, price levels have
beenmaintained from last year,
at a level many buyers see as
being more realistic.

Mr Hartnell said that his
company is not buying at the
moment but will open buying
again if the demand reguires.
However, he said the buyers,
mostly Koreans, normally seta
quoia which they do not exceed.

It was predicted last year
that there would be less velye;
@vailable this year, with deer
farmers having culled out poor-
‘er quality animals,
| However, the absence of a
deer slaughiering facility in the
Otago-Southiand area pre-
vented any large-scale culling
from taking place.

Wilson Neill is part of a joint
|venture that plans operating a
deer slaughterhouse atr Moss-
burn. Mr Harinell said that a
< few test animals were killed be-
fore Christmas and it is hoped
the facility will be in full pro-
duction next month.

It is expected that less velvet

as stags are held on farms long-
er and deer farmers are learn-
ing correct cutting te¢hnigues.

“Compared with three years
ago, New Zealand veivet is
twice as good,” Mr Smith said.

Taimex Trading had reached
ils quota, The firm's Korean
buyer had been over before
Christmas and was coming
back for more “‘any day,” Mr
Smith said.

Mr Smith said his company
had been dealing with the one
buyer and each year he was buy-
ing a little more for his home
market.

Christehurch based Edmonds
Game Consolidated Ltd isoneof
few buyers taking in the poorer
qualify velvet.

Edmonds’ manager, Mr
Gregg Brimmicombe, said yes-
terday that his company had al-
most reached its quoia and he
was uncertain how much longer
they would continue buying.
Edmonds was paying $110 for
the super A grade, $00 for A, $50
for sub-A or B grade, $22 for C
grade, and $11 for D grade.

Mr Brimmicombe said they
Were not getting a lat of the
lower grades, but they did have
it priced which many of the oth-
er firms did nor.

Edmends runs its velvet op-
erations as part of a joint ven-
ture with the San Francisco-
based Ujin Enterprises,

Local Factory

In Invercargill, Wrightson
NMA eperate alarge-scale dear
velvet factory undertaking pro-
cessing under the watchful eve
of Mr George Too, a Korean
who now resides in New Zea-
land.

Wrightsons has a number of
velvel buyers whe co-ordinate
buying through normal stock
fepresentatives. All velvet
bought is transported to the In-
vercargill factory — Wrigh:-
son's only one in this country.

The New Zealand manager
for Wrightsons deer marketing
operation, Mr Dick Hughes, of
Invercargill, said that last year
his company purchased some

will be available after culling
néext year, but it will be of better
overall guality,
The field manager for Dune-
din-based Taimex Trading,
which operates a processing
Hactory in Central Otago, Mr
John Smith, is also predicling a
good season. -
““This year it has been
 brought home to people that if
‘stags are not growing good vel-
vet they should cull them out,”
he said.
Slaughterhouse
Al the end of the month anoth-
er deer slaughterhouse will
open at Hokitika, run by West-
ern Frozen Products, Mr Smith
said.
He said the quality of velvet

28,000 pounds of velvei. This
year it expecis to deal in about
30,000 pounds.

Mr Hughes said marketing
deer velyet is a risky business,
especially when dealing with
the Korean Government. whose
laws and regulations can
Change overnight.

This year new regujations

regarding the level of blood in
the product. The blood content
n the velvet is one of the consid-
erations when it is bought on the
Korean market and last year
there had been instances repori-
ed of the velvet being coloured
with chicken bloed to fetch high-
er prices,

Contrary tc popular belief.
the Koreans de not use the vel-

has already started to improve

eer Velvet In
"*Good Suppl

Deer velvet has been in

y

plentiful supply so far this season and many
their orders, -

vel as an aphrodisiac, but as a
medicine along with herbs.

Velvet, unlike deer antler
which is crushed, is sold in its
original form and graded ac-
cording to ils smell, size and
colour.

Mr Hughes said that a big an-
tler from a larger animal could
be a sign that it 18 better medici-
nally than a smaller piece from
a smaller animal.

After processing — which in-
volves drying'over about 12 days
i a controlled oven— the velvet
is reduced in weight by about 75
per cent. It is then ready for ex-
port.

Korean buyers come to New
Zealand every three or four
weeks duripg the season to buy
for their home market.

Buyer

One such buyer. Mr J. B
Hong, was in Iavercargill this
week to buy about 700kg on be-
hall of the Herbal Medicines
Traders Association — a co-op-
erative of Korean herbal deal-
EFs.

The dry velver is sold for
about $450 a kilogram. On enter-
ing Korea, it is subject to 150 per
cent import tax.

Mr Hughes said that the New
Zealand product is about the
fourth best in the world com-
pared to the Russian product at

many produces a similar type
product to New Zealand and has
a check price of $450 a kg in
Korea. The lower qualify Alas-
kan product fetches $350 a kg,

Mr Hughes said the Koreans
are becoming more selective,
and the New Zealand product
will have to improve ‘'as it is
doing."”

“With improvements in pro-
cessing, I believe next year our
product could improve to third
best, il not second,'’ he said.

—

3670 2 kg, Chinese at $600, and |
United States at $500. West Ger- .,

Of Wapiti

K:‘Siir. — So the wild horses of the
maniwa’s go free by protective |
islation wmardtzampleamid:g
tive beech and red tussock because
someone convinced authority they were
not causing any significant environmen-
tal damage.

Yet the wapiti in Fiordland are
hounded from the air ang bulldogged
into rocky creek-beds, netted and
yanked out of their eavironment to lang-
uish behind wire and the public see
mhonrynldlibraryphomso(mre-
laeeddeerdnmgemmvincethe:nme
partcan'teopewithwaﬁﬁ.
¢ __The conclusion of the American-NZ
. Fiordland Expedition
comprehensive investiga
malter, stated that “a moderate popu-
ladmorwapiﬁmdnmbesthremto
F! forests™ (provided red deer
were kept in check) and that the area
was well suited to the production of a
T meeﬂylséastau in reques

n 0 s
l'mmHRHIheMenfEE?&rﬁ:md
SirPeterSoonhrn-mpon,ﬁveoIme
world’s top concluded — “at-
temptstnered‘lmwaﬁﬁfmml“m
lanﬂwemuﬁsmkenamun_maﬁsﬁc-—
meymammadabemcapableof
beingmaintninedbynunagemmt.and
prwideimg?mntrecmaummﬂew

In November 1978, Mr Young told the

NZDA: “The animals in Fiordland have
r:m:hed such low numbers the time is
ripe to consider game management,'"
and he would request the National
Parks Authority to “reviewits policyon
wapiti with a view to
trophy herd continue to exist in the
! Clause 28 of the Act provides for the
(local) board with the consent of the Au-
thority to "setasideanypb,rt'o!ﬂn’:park
for any specified purpgse of public rec-
reation,"”

Sir, the wapiti in its natural setting is
the greatest single hunting attraction in
Australasia — the park is 3.5 million
acres in extent. If we can't have an ad-
ministration with the wit and the will-
ingness to interpret the Act in such a
‘way that only one sixth part of that area
can be separately legislated s a recre-
ational hunting area (not for ‘'pre-
serving red deer" as Mr Henderson al-
| leges), then it is past time we
~ the method of representation 1o better
- interpret the public wwishes and needs
for more varied use of sucha vastarea,

As we haveseen inthe Manapouri and
mining issues, the Government is not
Z:rerse to bending the Act when it suits

em.

wiore Commmgpt

Y -
‘I(theukahec'an't thrive in the Mur-
chison Mountains with all the encour-
agement and control effort that has
gone into that sector, then it’s the ta-
kahe that need relocation instead, and
along with them the anti-wapiti lobby —

as far away as possible.
it Is nonsense for Mr Henderson to
Suggest the public at large are demand-
ing the board preserve the whole park
for protection of native fauna and flora
alone, without diversification into other

recreational possibilities it is capableof |

Supporting satisfactorily.

Seventy thousand mostly local signa-
tores for a short-duration petition
surely deserved better than a nil consid-
eration. Can he muster that support in
favour of relocation? How many of his
300,000 “visitors” venture into the Wild
Native or Wapiti rivers, Lake March-
ant, George Sound Tops, or Nitz Creek
for example?

I 'will not accept Mr Henderson's con-
tention that after 75 years without
spreading beyond their present area,
and with today’s control measures that
@ trophy herd could not be contained by
geographical boundaries in a slightly
reduced wapitiareaassuggesbedbyur
G. H. Hall-Jones, one of iwo board
members to favour retaining wapiti in
the February 1980 submissions. (Nei-
ther of these two one-term board mem-
bers were

consider it economically possible be-
cause his imagination doesn’t extend to
consider game management as prac-
tised successfully overseas.

Finally, I do not accept there were no
political ploys. Not three months ago,
prior to the election, Mr Young assured
*'no final decision for some time.”' Yet
We now have the precipitate capture of
Wwapiti with no site for the promised *re-
location scheme” and against most rec-
ommendations except the board itself,
even before the new Minister has re-
ceivr_:j new submissions he promised to

_comsade.r on the matter.

In addition we now find & new party,
the Crown, getting in on the deal, set-
ting themselves up in the deer-farming
business for another slicé of profit off
public lands along with the recovery
consortium, while the recreational
hunter waits for the scraps.

W. A. Bell
Otatara

Sir— Mr Harty the Commissioner for’

Brown Lands, and the board of the
Fiordland National Park should get out
and let someone in who knows what they
are doing and is interested in all aspects
of the park. The stoats have increased in
numbers and the bird life is diminishing
under their care. They have allowed the
taking of wapiti ni:t of the park, millions

policy for our wapiti and

- wapiti and the park. The sooner there's

mnmm El‘lmla Anap:

how
have we, the taxpayers, received
the wapiti that have been taken? It
insult to President Roosevelt tha
cannot be retained where they were|
erated. They must stay and not ben
hcatad.mmmboammlﬂ ¥
Wwapiti out of our park. The Fig
NadonalParkshmﬂgbemteﬂ
cial area even if smaller under se
12 of the National Parks Act.
If there is no action from the
very soon I for one will be going in
wapiti area in March, April Lo kee:

more cando the same. We do not ha
carry firearms to do this job. The
been no co-operation from Gove:
and the helicopters in the past, so
should we co-operate with them ng
How can any consortium from Sg
land work in with a Government that
bent on removing the wapiti from the
park and Southland? Words fail
Please don’t say it’s for the good 0fm'

& public meeting the better. et |
David Mackie |
Clinton RD'|

had been mtroduced in Korea }

‘Concern

Of Wap

Sir, — May 1 reply to the letter from
the members of the Southland Parks
and Reserves Board attacking Mr W,
Taylor over the wapiti? They say they
hape to remove doubts about the avail-
ability of public information. The an-
sSWer is it is impossible to shift people’s
opinion, and there are always two sides
10 every story.

Mr Young was shown the wapiti area
in September, 1979. The bare ridges
were the first thing he was shown, but in
all birch bush country throughout New
Zealand these bare ridges are promi-
nent. They must be hundreds of years
old. I can go back 70 years. The deer
have been in New Zealand 80 or 90 years
but the deer family are blamed for this,

The Park Board prepared a plan to
cover recreational hunting in Fiordiand
National Park. T don’t know what be-
came of it. Just to show how popular
this area was, in 1978-79 3612 hunters re-
quired permits. At Easter 1980, 300
hunters required permits to enter the
park. The members say a report was
prepared in November 1979 and com-

SIS PR

ruary 29, 1980, to be forwarded direct to
the Minister. That would have been a
waste of lime because the Government
would win in any case.

About February 1980, the Deerstal-
kers Association got a petilion £0ing 1o
save the wapiti herd. A lot of work was
pul into this, What happened? It was
smothered by the Government. The
Park board was getting good revenue
out of the deer and the wapiti and the
people whe signed that petition re-
ceived no consideration,

The board members talk about the ta-
kahe birds and again the deer are
blamed. But why were 30 stoats re-
leased in the national park area in Sep-
tember 19802 They love ground birds, Of
the two, birds and wapiti, I think for the
good of the country the deer family
would'be more important. Seeing there
are around 60,000 voungsters ieaving
school every year, we'll have to make
them city bound. The board members
also talk about the flora and fauna. Who
wants to see the flora and fauna away
back in the wild animal country? There
are thousands of acres of bush closer to
the cities for the public to inspect.

?t&er Removal
s ° ments on it were sought, closing on Feb-
1

==

According to the board members, the
deer are the worst animal pest in New
Zealand. That's their version of our
deer family. It is not the average New
Zealander's view.

Mr Taylor is right about the type of
park the board wants, Take the lake and
Milford Sound out of the area and the
board has had it, Queenstown would do
the trade. Do any of the tourists walk up
through the wapiti area? As Mr Taylor
says, the board wants a pristine type of
park. People have been fined for enter-
ing the park witha dog and cutting a few
small saplings for deer pens away in the
back country. Has the Park Board done
any good for New Zealand? Isuggest we
close the park and get the outdoor
people out of the cities at the weekends.

D. Hawkless

Biuff



' Board Me
Wapiti

Sir, — In Mr Warren Taylor's latest out-
burst on the wapiti issue, he questions
the motives of Government and the
Southland National Parks and Reserves
Board, He and other deerstalkers inter-
viewed have also made claims of pre-
cipitate action; ‘‘shabby ploy’’; ‘‘con-
fidence tricks”; ‘‘secrecy”’ etc. On the
contrary, the whole matter has always
received maximum media exposure as
the following rough diary will confirm
and in fairness io Government, Lands
and Survey Department and the beard,
will serve to remove any doubts your
readers may have about aspects of
availability of public information.

H Following representations from rec-

reational hunters.seeking the preserva-
tion and maenagement of wapiti for
trophy hunting within Fiordland Na-
tiopal Park, the Hen. V. S. Young, the
(then) Minister of Lands and Minister
of Forests, inspected the “wapiti area’”
of Fiordland National Park on Septem-
ber 78, 1970, :

Following this inspection, a meeting
of all the parties involved (ie recrea-
tional hunters, the New Zealand Deers-
talkers’ Association, Fiordland Nation-
al Park Board, Department of Lands
and Survey, New Zealand Forest Serv-
ice) was heid in Te Anau. At the con-
clusion of this the Minister requested
that the Fiordland National Park Board
prepare a plan covering recreational
tunting in Fiordland and more partic-
ularly the options for the future of the
wapiti herd,

Such areport was duly prepared and,
as instructed by the Minister was, in
November 1978, made available for pub-

=

lic discussion and comment with. the

e,

Wiig L2,

Twelve to 19 Tec
prepared to take part in
trophy

has proposed

Mr Rodger recently (eceived
letiers !r%m the Minister of
iands and Forests, Mr El-
worthy, and the Southland Com-
missioner for Crown 1:;a.nds. Mr
Joe Harty, asking him_to re-
consider his decision to initiate
hoot.

3 ‘;ut he said last night he was
mant about goIng -
adf!'Now i have one group to fill
one (wapiti) block, and if the
rest back out when the pressure
goes on we will still certainly be

oing in,’" he said.
5 M% Rodger said he had been
advised in the letter from Mr

mbers Reply On

closing date of February 29, 1980. (Note
all submissions and/or comments were
required to be forwarded direct to the

Minister).
About the same time the New Zea-
land Deerstalkers’ Association

launched a petition calling for the re-
tention of the wapiti herd in Fiordland
National Park. (This was presented to
parliament on May 21, 1980). (The num-
bers of signatures are variously stated
as being: “‘more than 30,000" — South-
land Times 1.4.80; ““more than 50,000
— Southland Times 22.5.80; ‘‘about
57,000 — The Press 27.6.80; “‘nearly
70.000"" — Southland Times 5.7.80). The
petition was subsequently considered
by the Lamds and Agriculture Select
Committee (a committes compesed of
members of both parties in the House
which makes recommendations to Gov-
ernment), which recommended only
thal the petition be reported to the Goy-
ernment for consideration — ‘‘the
weakest recommendation it can make
short of rejecting it.” (Otago Daily
Times 4.7.80). In anrouncing the com-
mittee’s decision, the Minister of Lands
said that the possible relocation of wa-
piti away from Fiordland National Park
was (o be investigated. (Otago Daily
Times 4.7.80, Southiand Times 5.7.80).

In December 1980 the Government
announced its interest in preserving a
wapiti population outside Fiordland Na-
tional Park .and called for proposals
from wild animal recovery operators
and deer farmers for the capture and
farming of suitable wapiti animals in a
joint venture with the Government, the
stated intention being to use the cap-
tured herd to breed pure animals for
possible future release into an alterna-
tive area. (Southland Times 2.1.81).

In June 198! the Minister asked two

| Going Ahead
Shoot

tional hunters are
an illegal 1982 wapiti
shoot in the Fiordland National Park,

aka, who *
ioo to Mr Alan Rodger, of Wanaka, _
e the shoot for theﬁllast week of
irst week of April.

i v He said he was aware t?;:ﬁ no
ifle permits were Deing 1550
l{':)r th%ewapiii area this year, b;.aé
he hoped to find & Way arou

this problem.

Killing /5>

Shooting a deer on a public

road led to three charges
against Richard Lindsay Red-
man, a 24-year-old Gore forest- |
ry contractor, :
peared in the Gore District
Court yesterday.

when he ap-

Redman was’ convicted of |

Harty thal the holding of ashoot
would be in direct comn-
traventionof theofiences provi-
sinns of the National Park Act.
1980, and the: Fiordland Nation-
al Park bylaw;s. and that “.
iuld be il .
if The ‘.ettere{gﬁ:m Mr Elworthy |
| had stated that it would “‘not be
wise" 1o organize a private
shoot for recreational hunters.
Mr Rodger has decided 0
send a form reply (@ the recrea-|
tional hunters who have ex-|
pressed interest in the shoot.
1 ™ The letter will inform them ot\
the implications of tgkmg part
in the shoot and ask if they are
still prepared e g0 ahead wnhl

1L ! g

Mr Rodger's own feeling i
that the authorities *'can siam
me in gaol if they like.

—

—_——

killing a deer on land without
the authority of the owner, car-
rying a Savage .22 calibre rifle
and discharging a rifle in a pub-
lic place. :

On the killing charge, he was
fined $100. For carrying a rifle
he was fined $75 and for dis- |
charging a rifle, he was fined
$100. An application for forfeit-
ureof theriflewas not granted. !
Defence counsel Mr H. Bar- |
ton said Redman had seen a '
wild deer on the roadway and

| |shot and killed it. A second deer

ran down the road. Redman had
shot it but it was only wounded
and leaped a fence into private
property.

Redman had later returned
with a torch and killed the deer
because he believed he had a
moral duty not o leave it ina
wounded condition, Mr Barton

‘said.

companies which had submitted pro-
posals to submit further detailson their
proposals to him by August 31, 1981. At
the same time he announced the closure
of the “wapitiarea’" to all hunters pend-
ing the commencement of the re-
location programme. (Southland Times
8.7.81).

In October 1981 it was reported that
Alpine Helicopters Ltd had been in-
formed that its proposals had not been
accepted which *‘left the other group, a
consortium of four based in Te Anau,”’
one of wiium was named as MrE. J. Me-
redith. (Southland Times 14.10.81). Lat-
er the same month the Minister was re-
ported as saying that “discussions were
going on between his two departments
and the Te Anau consortium,” and that
there would not be a final decision “for
some time.” (Southland Times
22.10.81).

In December 1981 the Minister of
Lands and Minister of Forests, the Hon
Mr J. Elworthy, announced the decision
to proceed with the removal of wapiti
from the park and their subsequent re-
location. (Southland Times 17.12.81).

All evidence points to the economic
and physical impossibility of selecting
and maintaining 2 wapiti herd of worth-
while standards in the Stuart and
Franklin Mountains of Fiordland Na-
tional Park.

On the other hand, the area has, in
relatively recent times, been inhabited
by the native takahe — in fact, despite
the serious and in most areas, critical
impact of deer, a few birds remain. Al-
though in the takahe special area, the
Murchison Mountains, the annual deer
take has dropped from 1200 to 100 ani-
mals in 12 years (a rough indication of
remaining deer numbers), the slow re-
covery of bush and other shrubby food
producing winter habitat is of serious
concern.

However, in areas formerly occupied
by takahe in the “‘wapiti area,” recently
devised photographic techniques of ve-
getation assessment have revealed ve-
getation composition of optimum poten-
tial, offering maximum winter value to
the birds after removal of deer and sub-
sequent regrowth. It is then assured
that, as this area could be successfully
protected from deer above the bush
line, it will form a significant expansion
of suitable winter habitat. These advan-
tages only await the removal of animals
and regrowth of vegetation.

What then would the deerstalkers
have the board do? The spirit and pur-
poses of national parks under the legis-
lation are clear, as are world standards
in national parks control and adminis-
tration. They convey a ciear demand on
the part of peoples at large that natural
characteristics and flora and fauna are
to be protected. All these values, plus an
immediately threatened bird species,
the takahe, are involved at this point
and yet the deerstalkers would have the
board abandon its responsibilities and
declare itself in favour of conserving
red deer, the worst animal pest in New
Zealand. .

" Finally, Mr Warren Taylor claims
that the board ‘‘wants a pristine type of
park of no interest to anyone except
themselves.”' He is answered by up-
wards of 300.000 visitors to Fiordland

pay hundreds, some of them thousands,
of dollars to reach the park, not to shoot
deer, but to see the park as the board
hopes and plans to keep it, as far as pos-
sible in its native state.
L. E. Henderson
D. K. Collett

Members, Southland National Parks
and Reserves Board
Halfmoon Bay

Wapiti Herd

Sir, — If the president and secretary
of the Gore and districts branch of the
New Zealand Deerstalkers' Association
had bothered to read newspapers COI-
rectly they would know that:

1. The Fiordland Nationali Park
Board ceased to exist on the coming into
force of the National Parks Act 1980 on
April 1, 1981.

2. The decision to proceed with the
removal of wapiti type animals from
Fiordland National Park was made by
the Minister of Lands.

3. The animals are being removed by
a private consortium.

W. J. Cooper
Invercargill "

2 é,/ngapltl Herd
ir,— As a conservationist I strongly
object to Mr Rodgers’s statement and
other opinions. He stated ‘I am not
threatening the Minister, I am just tell-
ing him that we will not sit back and be
- denied our heritage. N
Being concerned for, our wildlife I
cannot see that the wapiti do anything
but threaten our heritage. :
Man in New Zealand has a tradition of
exploitation — the kakapo, a highly en-
dangered species yet in 1888 (about the
time we started to introduce ‘‘our heri-
tage’’) Muir took a photo of some of our
noteworthy explorers namely Quintin
Mackinnon and Thomas McKenzie with
a dead kakapo. A fine example of the
proud hunter. :

Wapiti were introduced to Fiordland.

National Park in 1905 yet even before
this time certain ‘‘uncounsidered opin-
ions’’ stated that the deer species that
had been here for less than 15 years
were doing irreparable damage to the
native bush. Yet our illustrious fore-
fathers persisted in these liberations to
ensure that man had recreation and the
bush become of secondary concern.

A major step was taken in 1952 to en-
sure land preservation. The National
Parks Act was considered one of the fin-
est pieces of legislative literature in the
world and this stated ‘‘preserve in per-
petuity for future generations...”

Unfortunately I do not feel preserva-
tion means preservation of an in-
troduced maramal that has for 76 years

glutted itself on our vegetation and |
trampled out the nests of takahe, ka-

kapo and kiwi.
Yet certain sectors of cur hunting fra-
ternity seem to object to anything not in

their own interest. They appear not to -

care about the thousands of people who
visit our rational parks merely to ob-
serve the beauty and use them in a non
destructive manner.

It also strikes me as odd that these
hunters are nbjecting to Crown aid. It is
relocating ‘“‘their heritage’ and purify-
ing the animals so that New Zeatand is
stilt the only place in the Southern Hem-

ienhara arith o cyildgeamied howd

oo e

stain and not the mongrel hybridized-an-

imais they seem to want. ny

. Inconclusion, what will my son’s her-
itage be? 1 hope it will be native flora
and fauna-and not bare forests, no birds
and large numbers of deer as we had in
the 1950 — forest that took over 80 mil-
lion years to evolve and less than 100
years to be devastated by “‘our heri-
tage.”’

Conservationist

Avnckland 4 it

Wapiti Herd 3/~

Sir,.— What a disgraceful situation
the Fiordland National Park Board has
helped to create, with the relocation of
wapiti, regarded as one of New Zea-
land’s most valuable and famous recre-
ational assets. This is nothing short of
minority rule.

The board members seem not to have
needed public opinion in this matter, for
98 per cent of the people approached
signed the 1980 wapiti petition to retain
wapiti in Fiordland.

I understand there is only one board
member who is prepared to have wapiti
retained for recreational purposes.

On the past record of the present
board, I therefore ask the Fiordland Na-
tional Park Board members to tender
their resignations immediately; that
Parliament makes an amendment, so
that board members can be nominated
and elected democratically by the
people of this country who own the park.

The appointment of the board mem-
bers by a portfolio Minister living in the
North Island is unsatisfactory.

Peter Glaister
Paretai
[Abridged. — Ed.]

Deer Sal
Beats'
Downpour

Torrential rain in Wanaka
yesterday closed the road for
traffic trying to reach Griffel
Park for the first breeding deer
stag sale in New Zealand.

Almost 200 people attended
the sale and were lifted by heli-
copter to the park fur the lpm

stari. The road was later
opened while the saie was in
DFOEress.

All 45 animals ofiered for sale |
were sold. ]

There were 31 New Zealand |
wapiti -hybrids, captured in)
Fiordland, and 14 New Zealand
reds, bred at Griffel Park,

Top price of $8190 for the sale
was paid by Mr Ray Jennings of
Awarua, Bluff, {for a wapiti-type
animal.

The total <ale grossed
$112,000, Average price for wa-
piti hybrids was $2800, and for
reds, $1800. !

-




The chairman of the South-

land National Parks and Re-

serves Beard, Mr C. jJ.

MeFarlane, passes a line of

protesters on his way to a

board meeting in Invercar-
gill Tast night.

|
|




~ Wapiti chﬁrs |
Stage Protest

Members of the Southiand Nationai Parks and Reéserves
atiending a meeting last night ran a gauntlet of protes ” Seand

ters

objecting te the removal of wapiti from the Fiordiand Nati '

Abour 15 placard-bearing men,
representing the Gore and Bal-
four branches of the New Zea-
land Deerstalkers’ Association,
and recreational hunters, in
general, lined the walkway into
the State Insurance building,
. where the board was helding its
| meeting, I
; As eacn board member ap-
‘proached, he was greeted by
| chanis of ““We want the wapiti,
we want the wapiti.”
While the protest took them

«dent of the Gore branch of the

Mr Bamford'said the protest
would'show board members the
concern there was for the re-
tention of the wapiti in Fiord-
fand.

- The feelings of the pubiic had
nGi been taken into account.

Asked whether he thought the
board had much say in the mat-
ter, he said: “I think it has got.
more than peopie realize.”

The Minister of Lands, Mr E}-
worthy, had indicated at Te
Anau that if the board wanted
the. wapiti, the Government

was Mr George Milne, presi-

Deerstalkers’ Association.

There had not been much di-
rect action from recreational
hunters to show their concern
aboul theremoval of the wapiti,
he said.

‘The protest was one way of
giving these people & chance to
voice theiropinion to the Yoard.

The Gore branch did not feel
that the board was running the
Fiordland National Park for the

by surprise, board members
_treated it with good humour,

The chairman, Mr C. I,
McFariane, commented: *“You
blokes are persistent,’”

Open Letter

MrMcFarlane was presented
with an open letter ta the board

said.

good' of all Southlanders, he

It suggesied a management
plan for the wapisi area, or the
‘deletion of it from the park,
were feasitie and favourable
propositions

Would “‘mare or less'" go along
with it's wishes, Mr Bamford
said. I

Asked what the protest would

would be a talking point for the
meeting, and ‘‘milage might be|
gained from that."

“ om the national vice-presi-
v, 2t of the Deerstalkers' Asso-
Ciation, Mr John Bamford. A

In this, Mr Bamford re-
quested the board to reconsider |,
its decision to support the Te-
location of the Fiordland wa- |
piti.

After all the board members
had arrived, the proiesting
hunters, without placards, sat
in for the open meeting.

The orgarnizer of the protest |

While he had net been expect-
ing the protesting bunters, the
board chairman, Mr McFar-
lane, said he realized they were!

Decisien Made ]
However, deerstalkers had
had a chance 1o express their

achieve, he said he hoped it}

annoyed about the matter. }

opinions publicly. They could!
continue to do so, but the pro-|
‘cess had been gone through and,
a decision made.
Mr McFarlane said he Sym-
pathized with the hunters’ con-
cern that a site for the relocated
wapiti had not been settied.
While the wapiti issue was on
the beard’s agenda last night,

the protesiing hunters were not
themselves the subjéct of dis-
[cussion. i

R

heep' é?éZing on Park

™ Land

Sir, — After having read the recent
correspondence concerning the remov-
al of wapiti from the Fiordland National
Park, 1 have several questions I hope
someone will answer for me through
your newspaper. :

I realize that the aim of the park
board is to keep all introduced animals
outof the park, including cats and dogs,
S0 &s not to upset the balance of nature.
Fair enough. But what are all those
sheep doing in the Eglinton valley?

Is the valley not part of the park? In
fact, the most commonly viewed partof
it, considering the Te Anau-Milford
Sound highway runs through it?

Surely the Eglinton is an area for the
park board {0 be most concerned about
or is someone trying to pull the wool
over our eyes?

Could it be that the sheep are there

for the same reason the deer are being |

removed — money? ‘
What Gives?

[Asked to comment, the chairman of

the Southland National Parks and Re-- |

serves Board, Mr C. J. McFarlane,
- said: “Although it is not the normal pol-
. lcy of this board to reply to anonymous
correspondents, ‘What Gives' raises a-
~ matter that was of corisiderable con-
€ern to the previous Fiordland National
Park Board and I am pleased to com-
ment on his letter.

"As a result of grazing over a period
of many years, going back to early days
of farming in this area, the original tus-
sock and scrub cover has been heavily

- modified and grasses, in particular in-

troduced species such as brown top, are |

the dominant vegetation over extensive
areas of the Eglinton Flats.

“Ungrazed, the long dry grasses rep-
resent a considerable fire hazard and it °
is for this reason that grazing has been
continued.

"'The Fiordland National Park re-ar-
rangement plan cails for a progressive
reduction in grazing with a view to
eventually eliminating ail sheep from
the park.""] ) s

| Commissioning
- Trials
At Mossburn

26]tjs.

Commissioning trials take
place at the Mossburn deer
slaughtering premises today.

The regional meat , Veter-
inarian in Dunedin, Dr A, A,
Rosenstreich, will check that
the premises, owned by South-
ern Lakes Venison Packers Lid,
comply with the Game Regu-
lations 1975.

An export licence will be is-
sued subject to the satisfactory
completion of the trials.

Another factor which. could
delay slaughtering is the ap-

| pointment of an MAF veter-
inarian to the premises,

A veterinarian must make an
ante-mortem inspection of deer
1o be slaughtered for export.

However, Dr Rosenstreich

| confirmed yesterday there was
4 problem in posting someone to
Mossburn. The MAF did not

| have enough veterinarians, he
said.

1

10 the taxpayer,” fia said.

_“Contrary. to what has been
implied by soma, there is no se-
with an

| clally-favoureg group. . 1
“The consortium Was chosen
(«lter an extensively-advertised
Invitation to any imeresred.par-

€ret agreemen;

- Wapiti Decisio
~ Defended *//~

“unjustified and ill-informed,” the Minister of Lands
Elworthy, said yesterday, 5 S

“The agreement with the
 CONSOTtium  ensurps that the
-Crovm_’s basic objectives are
et without any significant cost | considered

(PA) WELLING ON
Criticism of the Government’s go-ahead for mﬂm and
relocation of the wapiti deer berd in Fiordland National Park whs
Forests, Mr

plrﬂposal } ’?y ;ge c?nsortiuﬁ} was| sai y
clearly the best from the point “In the Tight of i
of view of the Crown and theflike to thini%' he I::ﬁs - wo:ﬁﬂd
faxpaver. judged the situation and is jeay-
Only Way 3 room for the deerstalkers
The proposals were the only 2™ o L -groups to
way to guarantee the caﬁtim?gjr ﬁgrgkfjorward With their case,

Ues to come Up With proposals

existence of the wapiti for rec-

(m;’ & joint venture.”
t Elworthy said 15 70~
Posals had been recefved,pin-l

Minister C
“~On Wapiti

reational hunting because of the
continuing interbreeding with
the more dggressive red deer,
R;eéwalipn of it

; Weuld also remiove the conflict
of other values within the park.
“Not uiexpeciedly there has

[ been criticlsm from some quar-
‘ ters,” Mr Elworthy said, “This

been a contentious js. doors,” he said.
: Mr Bamford called for argu-

stalkers* Association, Mr Des
Popham, last night,

“Closed Doors™

_ The joint venture was bel
adusieg | | ooture was being

closed

fact" that members were ap.
pointed and not democralicn!ly
elected. i

———— T

The Minister of Lands, Mr Elworthy,

action in giving the go ahead for the relocation of Fiord

S _ was commended by the
Southland National Parks and Reserves Board Yyesterday, on his pr

mended
Action

ET

L
land’s wapiti herd,

This was combined with an location.
endorsement of the previous
Fiordland National Park
Board's recommendation to re-
locate the wapiti outside the
park.

mendation.,
The chairman

board received letters from
branches of the New Zealand
Deerstalkers’ Association,
along with one from the Big
Game Hunters' Association,

The latter option was sub-
sequently adopted as a recom-

land board, Mr C. J. McFar.
Al its meeting yesterday, the| lane, said yesterday he thought
the Government's decision was
the only practical solution to a
complex probiem, and Mr El-
Worthy's directive to proceed
with the relocation operation
asking it to oppose the re-|should be commended.

This was passed, with Mr!
McKenzie recording his vote
against it. N

Turning to the question of a
suitable site for the relocated
wapiti, Mr McFarlane said the
board was as cencerned as any.- |\
body that this be found, Credi- |-
bility relied on this being done.

Following a motion from Mr
All Excell, the board passed a
recommendation that the mat-
ter of finding asite be hastened, .

of the South-

location of the ‘wapiti.
It also received a report

which had been prepared in 1979
by the Fiordland board,

This outlined the wapiti issue

and the options that could be
taken

These included the retention

A board member, Mr Jack b =
McKenzie, said he felt the issue
had grown in intensity, and
could not be minimized. A suit-
able area for the wapiti's re-
location had not been found, and,
until it was the top-guality wa-!
piti animals should be retained

of the status quo, the removal of | in the park.
all protection for wapiti, the re-
moval of the wapiti area as part

of the park, and wapiti re-

of a seconder.

He moved in this direction,
but his motion lapsed for want

Another board member, Mrs
Blair Robbie, suggested a meet- |

1 ing with the Deerstalkers' Asso-
Ciation to discuss the issue. She
said she did not fully understand |,

“what the hunters were objecting

Lo Not Taken Up

| This suggestion was not taken
up. .

Mr Les Henderson moved

tthat the board endorse the rec-
ommendation of the Fiordland
National Park Board to relocate
the wapiti outside the park and
commend the Minister of Lands
for his prompt action in giving
the go ahead.




publie, if runholders

NZDA president John Hen.
derson saidaftera meeting with
the Minister of Lands, Mr EJ-
worthy, about 3.5 million hee-
i{tares of Southern Alps high
country was held by about 500
leaseholders on pastoral leases
from the Crown,
Much of the land was now so
eroded it was “derelict’* and
unable to carry stock and the
COsts of frying to rehabilirate
the land was being met by the
taxpayer. :

At the same time, there were
insiances were a leaseholder
could buy up the land and there
Were plans to extend the frea.
‘{helding “'of an eignth of New

Zezgland

If this happened, the right of
access would disappear.

Safari
“The public of New Zealand

is going to end up being able to
{enjoy this stuff only through
glossy picture books or by pay-
INg 10 Bo on some sort of high
country safari,” Mr Henderson
said.
“‘Once these leases are free-
holded, they're £0Ing to be sold
10 the highest hidder and you're

I?eerstalker?
* Drotest

(PA) WELLINGTON
Huge areas of New Zealand’s mest
spectacular high country will be lost to the

are allowed to buy up

pastoral leases, the New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association claimed yesterday.

people coming in. Already there
are leases owned by foreign..
ers."”

A committee of inquiry into
pastoral leases was established
last year and a spokesman for
‘Mr Elworthy said the Minister
hadasked the NZDA to send him
its submissions to the com-
mittee,

“The Government appre--
ciates their concerns about rec-
reational uses,” the spokesman
said, “There is no commitmen
either way." .

Mr Elworthy wouid initially
be guided by the recommends.
Hions of the committee, he said,

Wapiti

The NZDA delegation also
protested to Mr Elworthy abour
the closing of the Fiordland Na-
tional Park to all shooting ex-
Cept commercial interests, and
the removal of the wapiti herd
from the area.

They were asked by the Min-
ister 10 submit their own pro-
posals on handling the re-
location of the wapiti herd and
Won what they called *a small
gesture' in his agreement tore-
consider allowing a wapif)

Boing to get wealthy overseas

trophy shoot in the region this
year. o

| Zealand Forest Service at

' v - -
Agh;ist, and too la;.:, this
Wapiti cow ts & helicop-
ter with husnitg:rs flying to-
wards her. A net is shot out, -
finds its mark, and Jeff Car.
ter struggles with the cap-
animal. Assisted by
Graham Deaker, he quiet-
ens and prepares it for its
flight out of the mountains to
Te Anau. Weighing in’ at
about 226 kilograms, the wa-
piti cow was captured this
week by 2 member of the.

. Fiordland wapigj capiure

comsortium, Dick Deaker, |
his brother, Graham, and ‘
shooter, Jeff Carter. She
was found at the head of the ’
George river, in the area
where the wapiti were origi--
nally refeased in Fierdland.
This was the area where the
best-guality wapiti animals
were now found, the
officer in charge of the New

Te Anaw, Mr John von Tun-
zélman, said yesterday. The
wapitl cow was one of the
top animals that had been
recovered by the con-
sortium. Of the 179 animals
captured to date, 30 have
gone {0 the Crown for its re-
located herd, 34 for its deer
farm, and 115 have gone to
the consortivm, :




j# snow-covered terrain an animal unsuccessfully
“tries to eatrun the net which is shot from a pursuing
helicopter. -




T
Wapiti Herd
Sir,— How ironicai that New Zealapd's
most elite game animali has become the
scapegoat for anmother bureaucraiic
-blunder in the management of our na-
tional parks. ggeoie
It sHould be remembered that niatiofl-
al parks are for all New Zealanders(b
enjoy and have a say in what happens io
them. They are not to keep a few public
servants in a job nor do they owe anyone
else an income especially comercial
operators. A
We are told that the wapiti compete
with the notornis for food. This could be
true, but let's be realistic, New Zealand
has been undergoing massive changes
since man first arrived and the notornis
has fallen victim to these changes,
Before the great elk is completely re-
moved from Fiordland has anyone con-
sidered how much introduced birds
compete with native species, partic-
ularly the robin, and what about the
‘‘native’ sheep up the Eglinton? These
animals compete with people for the
best camping sites! ] o
Five Finger

Dunedin - -

Graham Deaker (left) and i
~ Jelf Carter truss up a cap- “
tured wapiti cow with a §

feather strap. b
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| Supportiykaqiced_for Park
Board e

Sir, — 1 would like to support the
Southland National Parks and Reserves
Board on their stand on clearing all
noxious animals out of our treasured
forest in Fiordiand. In last Tuesday's
Times we saw 13 deerstaikers holding a
protest with placards; 10 days ago a
group of 30 armed men were going to
defy authority and go into the park. I
wander if the Red Squad with their bat-
ons will round them up? Just 12 months
480 everyone was jumping up and down
oecause law and order was being defied
9y marchers who had no weapons at all.
Why should there be one law for the
deer-killers and another for John Citi-
zen? : .

My estimate is that not one in one
thousand New Zealanders is a deerstal-
ker, The arsuments put up by the deer-

stalkers are very much the same as |
when. rabbit boards were formed -
doing away with the freedom of boys
getting pocket money, a weekend occu-
pation. The deer are just as large a
threat as the rabbits, if you leave a pair
You soon have a hundred. They live on
young plants all the year round. Gver
the next few vears millions of people
will visit Fiordland and share the rug-
ged beauty of our hills and forests.

i hope ail loyal people will support the
National Parks Board to preserve for- |~
ever the grandeur of our forests.

| Nature Lover

Chris McMillan (left), officer incharge of th rest e atTe Anau: JohnvenTunzelman and a
: ! memheiaf the four-man wapisi capiure consortium, Dick Deaker.
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t their flight out to Te Ansu.



s

» Ty v 3 €
A net is shot out at a deer from a helico

pter piloted by consortium mem
= Deaker,
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arter. It will be taken to a more

A yearling stag is strung underneath a helicopter by Jeff C
tion to Te Anau.

. aceessible area, to be bagged for transporta




. recently spent a day with a member of the Fio:

outhland Times photc;grapher Barry Hare

land deor capture consortium, Dick Deaker,

i8 teant, to discaver just how the co.
wapiti are being recovered from Fiordland N
tional Park. Or this particular day, eight
mals were captured of which only one was con
sidered to be a quality wapiti. : !

. held. claims and counter-claims. exchanged.

ackground Of
Discontent

in

g wapiti. =i
One by one, the animais are being removed from the mountain-
cus terrain near Lzke Te Anau, where they were introduced 77
years ago.
Eventually,

inis coveted {rophy herd will be relocated else-
whers, :

But in ibe meantime {he storm rages, ’

The row, which had been simmering for about three years,
boiled over last month. The Minister of Lands and Forests, Mr
mced that Fierdland’s wapiti herd was to be re-
national park and relocated.
1e Gas had entered into a joint venture with a four-
marn, Te Anau-based consortium, made up of three helicopter op-
erators and a deer farmer. [ 4

While staff from: the Government’s Lands and Forest depart-
ts fooxed for a suitable site to relocate the herd, the con-
Um was 16 capiure, care for and selectively breed the wa-

™

@

Pitl,
Although not unexpected, the announcement caused an uproar,

Recreational hunters and deerstalkers, particularly from

Scuthland and Otago, were dismayed to learn Fiordland was to
lose its wapiti herd — the only one in the Southern Hemisphere.

They felt they were losing what had become a part of their her-
itage. The ultimate aim of any hunter was to be able to gain a
wapiti trophy head from the park.

In making the decision, Mr Eiworthy said the relocation was
aimed at eradicating introduced animals from the park and pre-:
serving the deer as a recreational hunting herd.

,  Inter-breeding with the aggressive red deer meant pure wapiti
were becoming rare and they were in an area which wasa poten-
tial habitat for the native, flightless bird, the takahe. ;

The Minister's decision was endorsed and commended by the !
Southland National Parks and Reserves Board. The former |
Fiordiand National Park Board had made the original recom-
mendation in 1579 that the wapiti be removed and relocated. |

A threat has been made to hold an illegal trophy shoot in the |
wapiti area, which is closed to all but the consortium, a protest

In the meantime, the recovery operation continues.

So far, about 115 animals have been removed from the park. Of |
these, only 30 were considered to be of the quality suitable for the |
Crown’s wapiti herd, 34 have been selected for its deer farming
herd, and the balance has been retained by the consortium.

A suitable site to relocate the herd has not yet been announced.
There have been three suggested areas— none of them in South- i
iand. . d
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Shocked and bewildered, a &5
captured wapiti cow. :
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A vearling stag, slung underneath a helicopter, is taken to an area nearby to be wrappedin a
canvas bag and flown to Te Anau.
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