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Velvet
wn

okonuis targetted ==

another $30 a kilogram at
the first South Island
commercial velvet poel

| for Tb control A

The first Wrightson vel-

vet pool last gwk s:lald at

frricl i iti . rices one-third lower

. jor feral animal Th control pro- Mr Butcher said any additional control work would P , :

| A m:]_m ‘the Hokonui hills has receiI:'ed depend on the outcome of surveys of the feral afnunatl gillaéﬂ $a5 latf;t g‘l’-‘sa"g"ef&eniﬁg

funding approval from the Animal Health population in the region and on the results of post- e .
mortems of killed animals. ] = il )

Board. | o, - : 1 The control programme will attack feral possums, The top price paid in

I MAF senior livestock officer Brian Butcher said deer and pigs with 1080 carrots, pellets and/or jam ~ the first sale of this

; v the board had provided the $750,000 needed: paste, spread by both ground parties and fixed wing season was $210.50 a

: < pas P ar :
for a two vear initial control programme, scheduled to  aircraft. | kilogram for Al medium
start in May 1992. : “MAF and the Southland Regional Council, which grade. .
MAF currently has nine beef cattle herds and eight will carry out the work through its contractor the Wrightson South Island
deer herds in the Hokonuis on movement control as a Southland District Council, will be combining in a velvet pool,_ manager
result of bovine Th outbreaks. large public reldtions eampaign to notify landowners Russell Henderson said
“Th has been identified in feral possums, feral deer in the Hokenui region and the general public of the the market had looked
" and pies throughout the Hokonuis.” he said: need for the control programme,” Mr Butcher said. fragile, .with Korean
P AR TR : . “The co-opertaion so far from landowners has been buyers saying prices were

' Because of the growing incidence of Th being spread o ooljont ™ : $56 high.
to domestic farm animals, control measures had to be . I-'Iowever, Bt asgHoreS
taken. b i ! ful prices would steady at

“Sputhland has been selected by the Animal Health " the present level.

" Board for a reasonable amount of finance as, together u - brloes had sstarialiar
with coastal mid Canterbury it has been identified as 7 S very high levels at the
an area in which Tb eradication 1s feasible.” . = DeerSer o 1] S of last seatolMEL
- The funds have been allocated for the 1991-92 July kﬁ .m,wm;_,, NI had then gone down.
financial year. VELVET POOL ' . Thirteen tenders had

The control programme will be undertaken in two PROVISIONAL RESULTS been received for the
The western and eastern :(li!ds th theﬁ]&gkonuis of | SOUTH ISLAND POOL 1 ; tS}(l)uthhlzlr:{)nd pool, . 'at?ld
some 13,500ha, will be targetted in the first year to Al 175.65] : ere had been very little
prevent “the geographical spread” of the disease §A2 2hlwlee, 179.19 : price difference between

putwards into adjoining farmland. Al Long 180.50 the tenders, he said.
The Department of Conservation has agreed to Al Medium 200.10 Demand for super A
vide the finance needed to treat the Croydon Bush . Al Short 200.10 grade velvet had been

| area on the eastern edge of the Hokonuis. A2 Long 160.75 poor in both sales.

" A further estimated 35,000ha of the central Hokonui : e e The South Island pool
nills is destined for control in the 1992-93 financial - contained six tonnes of

, = Bl Long 145.05 velvet.

i ] g% Ig/{‘e;irium };g'%g Demand for B grade
' I B2 Long 135.05 - velvet, a major com-
B2 Medium 136.10 ponent of the sale, was
: ° B2 Short 150.20 disappointing. '
e Anau farmer fined &z & e
C1 Medium 130.55 bﬁtweetn $1%5 and $1gf9 fog
C1 Short 122.00 about two tonnes offere
- 26 /Y ) |C2 Long 124.55 this week, compared with
f t ° C2 Medium 123.65 $180 and $181 last week.
I l ‘ l C2 Short 105.65 Al short and medium
D 15| from $210 last week to
CHRISTCHURCH said they had been shooting further up Dt byt | $200 this week.— NZPA
} A Te Anau deer farmer has been fined Aséllfy River and left three deer on a 'OG1 Overgrown 121.10 = - —
$750 in the Christchurch District Court 52 dle on the farmer’s property. : 0G2 Overgrown 11339
for shooting deer from a helicopter in ~ Wilks said the farmer jumped to the TW1 Taiwanese 145.00
the Lees Valley in November. wrong "conclusions. He said he drove TW2 Taiwanese 180.99
A . 1 - L Vall . TW3 Taiwanese 110.05
Michael Lewis Wilks was found guilty ione into Lees Valley to shoot deer to TW4 Taiwanese 109.50
| of breaching the Wild Animals Control heIP towards the cost of hiring the Spiker 1 105.89
Act. He was fined $750 and ordered to elicopter. Spiker 2 91.15
pay $1250 towards the Department of  The helicopter was used to fly to RG1 Regrowth 21.00
Conservation’s costs of investigating the Oxford to assist the pilot repair a house RG2 Regrowth 21.00
e for sale. - RG3 Regrowth 21.00
8 D1 Damaged 105,65
i &E gourt was told that Wilks hired a Judge David Holderness said he was D2 Damaged 86.10
licopter, saying he wanted it for a prepared to accept that Wilks was not 'ﬁjluﬁacgugng ﬁ)gg '
ishing trip in Nelson and W t i jally. I ard Horn !
fi 1rip in Nels est Coast operatlr%g commer?lally o i Horn T
ey He did not think the defendant’s Shot 1 50.65
# Later log book entries showed it had explanation was credible and Wilks's Shot 2 35.00
been used in the Oxford and Lake subsequent action was a result of his Inquiries
Bumner areas. . appreciation that an illegal hunting trip John Fogarty (03) 214-4653
\ A Lees Valley farmer giving evidence 1ad been discovered. fiE=iantDupgacilpes (812
Said Wilks and the pilot landed near his  The judge said he took into account ' 15898

farmhouse seeking fuel for the helicop- - while sentencing Wilks’s stretched = A

ter. Wilks, who had blood on his hands, financial circumstances. — NZPA " DEER FARMERS .

PARK TRADING CO
Sell Your Velvet To Us
Top Prices Paid '
Accredited GIB Buyer

PHONE: Murray McWhirter, Field Manager
(03) 225-5808 !

Bruge McGregor (03) 446-8481 '
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Health

The recent death of 20
hinds in Southland has
highlighted the import-
ance of giving animals
fresh water daily.

The MAF Invermay
Animal Health Labora-
tory had a case recently
where 20 hinds from a
mob of 70 were found
dead, although their
calves seemed normal.

A ‘water trough in their
paddock was dry, possibly
for as long as three days,
and because there was no
other obvious cause of
death, lab staff concluded
water deprivation seemed
likely.

Dehydration can hap-
pen easily over summer,
particulariy if the pasture
is dry, .so it is essential
farmers check water
troughs every day.

“All animals must have
access to water, particu-
- larly mothers suckling
their young.”

Velvet Scabs
Every year, the Animal

(S !3
Health lab examines’out-
breaks of scabs on velvet,

and this year was no ex-
ception.

All of a mob of two-
year-old stags in one case
had scabs on their velvet,
and some even had them
extended over the muzzle,
and the head, and had
swollen eyes.

The problem, was
parapoxvirus infection,
which is similar toseabbiy
mouth in sheep, and
while it isn’t fatal, it doies
downgrade the quality of
velvet. L

Thistles in paddoclks
are known to spread the
infection.

It is reasonably ccim-
mon to see stags thrash-
ing their growing antlers
in long grass and on
prickly thistle stems.

Thistles seem to sprread
the parapoxvirus in:fec-
tion, and &t._can easily be
passes -ofl from one stag
to another. i

Farmers " should be

ems in
O

aware they run the risk of
downgrading their velvel
quality by grazing stzcs
in thistle-choked -
docks.

It is suggested velvert
stags be put in paddocks
with few thistles to
minimize this visk, or
thistles should be topped.
_Copper
" Lab staff are urging
Otago and Southland deer
farmers to check for cop-

deer

deficiencies in their?
wals. -

Pwelve out of 14 liver
samples taken from deer =
ecently, under the
Optigrow system, showed
copper deficiencies. *

A lack of copper can
cause bone andjoint prob- .
lems in young deer, and
nervous disorders in the .
brain and spinal: cord of *
yearlings. It may also af*

Inexper;%éced chef's

threaten venison

OAMARU

Be wary of inexperi-
enced New Zealand chefs,
Malcolm Linn of venison
meat processors Fortex
Group has warned deer
farmers.

An inexperienced chef
invariably ruined ven-
ison, Mr Linn, Fortex’s
general manager (market-
ing) recently told the
South Canterbury-North
Otago branch of the Deer
Farmers’ Association in
Timaru.

Mr Linn was asked why
more venison was not on
the local market. He said
venison was a special
meat, low in fat.

“Invariably the inex-
perienced chef ruins the
meat. We would be con-
cerned to be selling it and
pushing it through re-
tailers here and falling
flat on our face,” Mr Linn
said.

Fortex had targeted
sales through restaurants
so people were in_tg(_)duced
to venison properly and
chefs were then ‘able to
prepare and sggy’ie the
meat perfectly, Mr Linn
sa,i'd._ (i

There ha-ﬁ_':z, been

&"

“tremendous success’’ on
the domestic scene, with
400 restaurants taking
fresh farm produced ven-
ison weekly, he added: "

Fortex was starting to
look at specialty food
stores to sell farm-raised !
venison and begin net-
working it through other |
stores, he said.

Mr Linn said the pri-
ority for the industry was
to formulate a strategic
marketing ‘plan for farm
venison frem New Zea-
land. o

His company was pre-
pared to give total sup-
port to a ‘‘champagne”
marketing process.

The product overseas
had to retain a truly New
Zealand image and the
objective had to be to
produce a high quality
range of venison prod-
ucts.

New Zealand needed to
have more venison in
places like the Harrods
foodhall in London “and
a more concerted effort to
see we’re a stronger pres-
ence at the higher end of
the market,” Mr Linn
said.

Mr Linn said there had

1y

been a 50 percent increase
in the Fortex kill since
last November and the
group planned to increase
its plant at Seafield,
Ashburton, by the end of
the year. — NZPA
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TENDER

CONTROL

eight hours of search
destroy  operations

Northern Southland.

Pilot must be experienced in|'

wild animal control.

Operations to be carried out
at short notice from Te
Anau or Hollyford when
con-
ditions prevail. Shooter will

optimum weather

be provided by DOC.

Milford or Hollyford.

Tenders close with Regional
Conservator, Department of
Conservation, PO Box 743,
Invercargill at 1pm on Tues-

day, June 4, 1991.

{ HELICOPTER, CHAMOIS

Tenders are invited from
helicopter operators to pro-
vide an| aircraft for up to

chamois control over moun-
tain lands of Fiordland and |

Tenderers to state aircraft
type, hourly rate and detail
pilot’s experience on wild
animal operations. Lowest
hourly rate may not necess-
arily be successful. Charter
price to be from Te Anau,

CONSERVATION
' TE PAPA ATAWHAI

and
on

K A Mawhinney
REGIONAL
CONSERVATOR

28876

fect deer growth: <
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EC rules
threaten
venison

| By Hildred Cartisle |

New Zealand deer farmers could suffer un-
der European Commurity laws which out-
law the velveting of stags — their venison

\ .could be banned.

New EC animal welfare legislation is bindin
only on its 12 members states but also on céugtnl?g
exporiing to Europe. Of those 12 mermber states, last
year five imported New Zealand venison including Ger-
many which is by far our largast single importer. In
total those five countries took 53 per cent of New
Zealand venison exports, worth $20.9 million with Ger-
ma%a t.itkimg !‘!zf per cent or §17.3 million.
evel of import could, in fact, save deer, farm-
ers for the time'being because while Europe cairgt
satisfy demand for venison from within authorities are
unlikely to invoke the legislation. However, it is possi-
ble that animal rights campaigners could create so
much public outrage at our velveting that the authori-
ties S::ould ;ble forced to impose a ban.
me velvel is actually produced by European deer
(hey a0 samgered ot & as Bt e St
’Duhaf\rest&d. no objection to that velvet
. Donald Broom, professor of animal welfare at X
bridge University, suggests that is what we sboul%andlo
here if we want to put ourselves heyond the threat of a
European ban. But that suggestion is at complete vari-
ance with the recommendations made by a special
sgbu:omg::ttee of the New Zealand Animal glel{are Ad-
visory Committee (AWAC) which i presenta-
hve;'hog the deer méu.stryc} i i
subcommittee decided unanimously that a code
of conduct for the removal of antlers ias re?[ujmd
largely because it was appreciated that on grounds of
welfare alone it is necessary to remove the antlers of
farmed deer to prevent injury both to deer and to their
handlers. Quite apart from commercial considerations
related to the sale of velvet, the subcommittee decided
that the most appropriate time to remove antlers is
;vrt:n mt&ey u;ére in the velvet because when the antlers
ol stag Is very much more aggressive and
Interestingly when the New Zealand Veterinary As-
glactgt: gaq?t:ggyed its dmembers about ve.lvetig 9
i considered i (
P o it necessary for safety
The AWAC subcommittee also recomme:
desjr with antlers should not be transported ndmedmthz::
go uﬁ:aﬁsu]t In severe damage or even the deaths of the
In Europe deer farming is only in its infancy and
there are, apparently, moves afoot for deer to I;Fykil.led
on farms rather than in abattoirs. This would certainly
overcome the difficulty of transporting deer with ant-
lers but there still remains the question of welfare
when farming deer with antlers on would mean that for
draumc(l;ifn lghevyet:r_ they would be unable o be yarded for
, veterina i i
AN Ty intervention or, indeed, any rea-
Professor Broom said the Europeans are i
that their animal welfare laws shopeu?d be h:sgﬁmnu:
ﬁﬁhmmommr mel?nﬁtc data; so obviously what is
able evid $ Dhoes oﬁerl?éd -‘.? animal welfare go irrefut-
Without such evidence the $20 million and growing

| export industry is at risk,

e e LT I
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Don’t brush with

R TR AN

REC, says Broom

Some common farming

* practices in New Zealand
may have to be changed or
the European Community
could have grounds for ban-
ping our primary produce.
That was the clear message of

.. Donald Broom, professor of animal.

welfare at Cambridge University,
in his Ron Kilgour Memorial Lec-
ture at MAF Ruakura Agricultural
Centre during February.

“The (European) Community al-
ready has a number of laws govern-
ing animal welfare and there are
more already passed by the Euro-
pean Parllament and just walting
for the assent of the Council of Min-
isters before they also become
efective.

“The unportant point for New
Zealand is that these laws are not
ouly binding on all the 12 EC mem-
ber countries but also on those
countries which export to the Com-
munity in compeuhon with Europe-
an producers,” he said.

“So if a certain practice is out-
lawed in Europe, goods from a

country using that practice could be -

. banned straight’away. The obvious
example which most people have
. heard of is the banning of American
meat in the Community because the
United States uses growth

promotants which are outlawed in
the Community.”

European regulations WhLCh
could affect New Zealand farming
- practices are:

e

By Hildred Carlisle ]

® It is illegal to dock cows’
tails:

® No calf under seven-days-old
may be transported unless with its
mother.

@ Disbudding of calves must be
done before the calf is seven-days-
old, or an anaesthetic must be ad-
ministered under vet supervision.

@® Lambs must be docked and
castrated within seven days too, or
again, anaesthetic must be adminis-
tered under the supervision of a
veterinary surgeon.

@ The velveting of stags is ille-
gal, although the velvet from a stag
that happens to be in the velvet
when it is slaughtered can be
harvested.

Professor Broom makes the
point that even if the authorities or
the farmers don’t try to ban the
import of New Zealand goods pro-
duced in contravention of Eurépean
law, consumers may be induced to
do so by animal welfare groups.

“The image of New Zealand is
one of a clean, green country with
contented, well-fed animals grazing
on lush pasture all the year round.
It’s an image that New Zealand has
worked hard to produce, and it's
widely accepted and believed but it
was very severely damaged when
more than 9000 New Zealand sheep
died aboard the Cormo Express on
the wa

to the Middle East. That -
incident made people wonder if the

Professor Donald Broom

image was just a facade and New
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GORE

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
COMMENCING lpm

2 Wrightson

WRIGHTSON Gore will offer on account of:

M/s L D & A K Th:
ACCREDITED ayer, Merino Downs

10 — Rising 1st FAWNERS

12 — Rising 2nd FAWNERS

(Run with “Walter”

Rism 4 year % German stag - 252kg

vy Walter Somm «“ »
,ng Ric %) erville’s chk son of

MsHD&RD G
ACCREDITED _royne, Knapdale

30 — Rising 2nd FAWNERS

(Hinds from “M: “ ”
blood lince. araroa” and “Willowvale

Run with “Willowvale Shultz” % Germ St
Mr J C McChlery, Ferndale 8
ITED
5’/6/* l
20 — Weaner STAGS
(Warnham bloodlines)

ACCRED!
M/sPR &S G B i
p éCRMD runsden, Waimumu

35 — Rising 2nd FAWNERS
Mr T A J Jeffrey, W
ACCREDITED YAfenicusiy
13 — Red Weaner STAGS

6 — Red Weaner HINDS
MrRJ Chrlstle Gl
ACCREDIT! T

|15 — Weaner, STAGS

, soummn
! -krb: 4@' ; | FARMERS

SDUM FARMERS will offer on account of:
G_ &a? A eopland Mataura .

Zealanders were actually prepared | 15 ) x Weaner HINDS

to inflict appalling suffering on Rivercrest Deer F
their animals for the sake of a few 2 Test plus salg tegm Ko

bob.

“As a result of that episode a 45—

number of people — and I have no
idea how many — decided they
would no longer eat New Zealand
produce. And I can tell you that if

45 — Weaner HINDS

Weaner STAGS

I W & E M Miller, Wai
ACCREDITED U
12 — M/A Red HINDS

A E Waters, Pyramid
ACCREDITED

pictures of four-day-old bobby 10— M/A Red HINDS

calves in their roadside pens or be-
ing loaded on to trucks were shown

04393

in Europe there would he wide-
spread outrage.”

(Footnote: The Ron Kilgour Me-
morial Lecture is an annual event
which commemorates the contribu-
tion to New Zealand farming of ani-
mal behaviour scientist Dr Ron
Kilgour who was killed in- 2 road
accident almost three years ago.)

deer scientist

joins InVérmay team

Invermay has % new
‘deer scientist, who hopes
to find what causes one of
the most mysterious
ailments in New Zealand
deer — fading elk syn-
Imm
Dr Ken Waldrup has
‘come to MAF Invermay
‘from Texas A and M Uni-
e on a one to two-
" year-long fellowship and
" is looking forward to the

enge of finding out
ore about this mysteri-

s syndrome, where
seemingly healthy elk
‘suddenly stop eating and
literally fade away.

- Dr Waldrup has been
working on blood para-
sites and immunology in
white-tailed deer and elk
Texas but has also
ed with moose in
ka and operated his
pm-ate veterinary
actice in Missouri.

' Although fading elk

By CLAIRE GRANT, Journalist Invermay

syndrome does not affect
American deer, Dr
Waldrup has already
learned it is a major prob-
lem in New Zealand, and
farmers are keen to find
out how to avoid it.

However, he said com-
ing up with a cure, or a
vaccine, would not be
easy.

To start with he said,
several .Invermay deer
scientists had already
touched on the problem
during their research.

“New Zealand is by far
world leader in deer re-
search, so if these highly
intelligent scientists
couldn’t find the cause of
the problem straight off,
it’s not going to be easy.”

He is convinced there
are multiple causes of
fading elk syndrome and
he will start his research
by looking at the various
treatments that are al-

ready being prescribed
for deer with the prcb-
lem.

The syndrome has been
associated with copper
deficiencies, so sup-
plements are often given
as a treatment, with vary-
ing degrees of success.

There has also been
suggestions the problem
is linked to parasites, ‘so
Dr Waldrup will be
investigating that possi-
bility.

“It’s not a simple prob-
lem, like just getting a bug
that runs its course. It’s a
complex problem that
may relate fo a number of
causes, rather than one."”

Dr Waldrup plans to set
up trials with wapiti on
the Invermay deer farm
to study parasite control
and copper deficiencies,
and he is also hoping to
talk with wapiti deer far-
mers and vets in the re-

gion, to get feedback for
them on possible treat-
ment options.

He is interested in what
triggers the metabolic de-
cline in deer, and wants to
study the metabolic path-
ways related'ta that.

There is no doubt Dr
Waldrup has a challenge
in front of him, but he is
keen to investigate every
possibility at this stage in
his search for the cause of
fading elk syndrome.

“Even if we end up
following the wrong path,
at least we can discount
another possibility, and
we’re still making prog-
ress.”

In the meantime, he is
reading up on all that has
been written about the
syndrome, -and is also
planning fo make the
mﬁsﬁ u{' the south’s out-
in his

» ue* — - &

STOCK AGENTS ASSOCIATION
CHARLTON DEER SALE

MOH‘]'A!IA DEER FARM

Alc C J & P G Jowers
ASHBURTON

ANNUAL ON-FARM SALE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1991
COMMENCING AT 1.30pm

WEANERS
' Hinds and Stags — Hungarian and NZ Red
20 MONTHS
1st Cross Hungarian Hinds — to Pure

' Hungarian Sire -
' NZ Red Hinds to Hungarian Sires

IﬂXED AGE HINDS
NZ Red Hinds to Top Montana Sires

ALL ADULT FEMALES CARRY A POSITIVE
~ PREGNANCY TEST

' Tb ACCREDITED HERD NO P82344 PLUS
SALE TEST

All Inquiries’
‘Z/élq, Please Contact
_Ron Case
Phone (03) 597-558
Jon McAuliffe
Phone (03) 308-4089
or
Colin Jowers (Vendor-Ashburton)
Phone (03) 302-4816
PYNE GOULD GUINNESS LTD
AUCTIONEERS
ASHBURTON

04151
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‘Flood of deer at
- killing plants =+

By GAIL GOODGER
Southland deer farmers face long waiting lists to get animals killed for the ,_ﬁr'stl-‘

o> Hu;}'.

time in the industry’s history, according to the Deer Farmers Association.

A drop in prices for live deer
and velvet meant many farmers
were scrambling to kill deer,
Southland Deer Farmers Associ-
ation president David Stevens
sdid.

“] don’t know if it’s panic or
what it is,” he said.

Some farmers were obviously
concerned about balancing their
books and the chilled venison
market was providing an incen-
tive to kill.

One Southland plant was of-
fering $5 minimum and $6 maxi-
mum a kilogram for venison.

The flood of animals is placing
pressure on the only two venison
processing plants in Southland
—_ Game Foods New Zealand Ltd,
at Kennington, and the Venison
New Zealand Co-operative Ltd, at
Mossburn.

Co-operative manager Ian
Stewart said the company had
been holding a shareholders’
drive for the past three weeks
and money raised would prob-
ably go towards expanding the
plant.

So far about 50 people from
Southland and southern Otago
had shown an interest in becom-
ing shareholders, which in-
cluded preferential stock Killing.

Killing space was fully booked
until about the end of July or
mid-August.

“It’'s the first time in our
history we’ve had a waiting list,”
Mr Stewart said.

The plant was processing
about 550 animals a week, mostly
stags, including 100 wild deer.
Business usually slowed down
from August.

The killing boom was all right

to start with, but now had its
down side, Mr Stewart said.

Farmers were having to wait
so long it was probably affecting
their cash flow and with winter
near, they would be getting short
of feed for the deer.

“There’s probably a lot of un-
happy people out there.”

people on the waiting list and

The killing season would prob-
ably last for 12 months this year,
Mr Stewart said.

The flood of venison on to the
market did not seem to be cre-
ating problems so far.

“QOur marketing company is
getting rid of what we're doing at
the moment. It’'s working very
hard to make sure we do get rid
of it because that’s the last thing
you want is a stockpile,” he said.

A Game Foods spokesman
said killing space at its Kenning-
ton plant was booked up about
two months ahead for the first
time ever, when the Killing
season usually tailed-off towards
June.

The plant had been operating
at close tor its maximum
throughput of more than 90 ani-
mals a day since the season
started in November. It was now
killing mostly hinds.

The plant was originally de-
signed in 1985 to kill 32 deer

J/every second day but had been
But the plant could only. put * apes

ed to where ‘it was putt-
t 60 to 70 animals

work from the top.: N

ing al
_ through each day last year.

space meant poorer animals
were being sold live.

Whern velvet was fetching
about $280 a kilogram last year,
farmers kept the young stags but
now that prices had dropped to
about $130 a kilogram, they were
trying to gef rid of them along
with low-producing hinds.

The industry was expanding
and buyers were more selective
so live-deer prices had dropped,
making owners with top-line ani-
mals avoid sale days.

They feared the lower prices
would be used as a guideline, he
said.

Sale prices were not reflecting
true-values but it was a good sign
for the industry that so many
farmers were culling poorer
stock.

“It’s going to be a good tidy-up
actually,” he said. “The expan-
sion of the deer industry has
slowed down.” i

Rural sector finances were
tight, so not as many people were
diversifying into deer farming
and existing deer farmers had
built up their herds, he said.

| . So many deer ... Game Foods New Zealand Ltd plant manager Tangiariki Puki checks car
-©' Kennington plant. The only two deer processing plants in Southland are fully booked out meon
in the industry’s history.

Faws

Picture: JOHN HAWKINS

casses hanging in the chiller at the
ths in advance for the first time

Mr Stevens said lack of killing'
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_e Venlson

lot of money for
But a concerted education and

rewards as Americans come to
appreciate the nany different ways

m which. farm-mised venison can

tickle their tastebuds.

1t has even become quite trendy
in many upmarket establishments,
aided by its low cholesterol health
f and the dean, green image
of its country oforigin.

. ‘Misconceptions and prejudices
about ¥enison have been identified
and, as;sales figires indicate, suc-

" cessfully addresed in several key
areas in the US.

New Zealand farm raised venison
now dominates the US market,
accounting for 8 percent of the
venison eaten in America.

Market research showed New
Zealand exporters that 65 percent of
. Americans who had tried venison

once said they would never eat it
. again.
The reasons were clear.
~Most had eaten wild deer that
was not handled or cooked prop-

belief that venison
was too gly f}ifvoured for té}le
Ameri palste that it was tou,
and tlﬁcgm@mmg and difficult to
prepare.
The

found the miscon-

| eephonmm&n among chefs as
well as%he publie,

; Vemson exports to the US have
grown mgmfkanﬂy inrecent years,
fo 1990 and now accou

" around $NZ9 million aanuall‘.y; -

. Council spokesma

Coulombe describes

marketing camypaign by New Zea-
land exporters is now reaping rich

increasing by 44 percent from 1989 J

By SUZANNE POLLARD

as chilli, satay, Japanese sushi,
Chinese style or in more traditional
European presentations.

New Zealand chefs demonstrate
and discuss its merits at industry
fairs, cooking schools and any-
where else they can get the mess-
age across that farmed venison is
quick and easy to prepare in a huge
variety of ways, that its mild taste
is well suited to the American
palate, and its low fat content
ensures it is a healthy alternative
to other red meats.

Mr Coulombe, an American, says
the council learned from the early
mistakes of New Zealand lamb and
kiwifruit exporters and determined
to get their strategy right from the
outset.

“There are no second chances in
the US market, it’s too competitive.

“You can’t afford .to disappoint
people because of over-extending
yourself.

“You’ve got to.do things in a nice,
controlled way, a ‘do it right and
take your time’ way.”

Mr Coulombe says there is no
doubt that the words New Zealand
have contributed greatly to the
venison success story.

“New Zealand does have a mys-
tique here, its seen as a green and
beautiful place.”

Americans expect natural prod-
ucts from New Zealand.

“Advertising the fact it’s from
New Zealand also helps to reinforce
that it has not been shot behind the
restaurant.

“We always emphasize that it’s
New Zealand farm-raised venison.

“Just calling it venison would
mean it would be a non-seller.

“Calling it farm-raised venison
would help, always calling it New
Zealand farm-raised venison is the
bggt way to sell it.”

T ouncu s marketing strategy

Meed last year when ven-

bed on a popular

- M
e evisinn shew ; ?s “the red meat of

M_eanwhlle, in New Zealand, the
Game Industry Board plans to
launch a new venison image in
October, at a food fair in Germany.

-:-__

A merlcans ; learn to

{
¥

It will hinge on a new marketing
campaign 360 deer farmers at the
Ruakura Farmers Conference this
week were told is

At the Ruakura Farmers Confer-
ence yesterday 360 deer farmers
expected to give New Zealand ven-
ison a more marketable and unique
identity.

GIB marketing consultant Brian
Richards said all of New Zealand’s
five-year lead over deer farming
competitors overseas would be re-

quired to develop a psychological

premium for New Zealand venison.
“If all we do is produce farm-
raised venison, then all we will do

is slipstream the Canadians and
Americans,” he told the deer far- '

mers. “We need a definitive, lead-
ing edge. We have prime mover
status in venison, d‘ W we want
to tell the story our product
a story which ¢ copied.”

The new marketmg strategy and
product band is likely to take an-
other month or more to finalise:

In the US, Graham Brown, owner
and head chef of Christchurch’s
Scarborough Fare restaurant, has
worked with the New Zealand
Farm Raised Vension Council to
promote venison in the US.

He says chefs usually have a very
poor Dperception of venison until
they taste it.

But once they know how to cook
it they are usually sold on it and
keen to incorporate it in their menu
planning.

The fact that it is available all
year round is a big bonus for the
restaurant trade, he says.

Mark Mitchell, president of
Broadleaf Venison USA Inc which
has been selling New Zealand ven-
ison for three years, says conti-
nuity of supply has been one of the

most important factors in ensuring b
success for New Zealand exporters.

“You can’t afford to rest on your
laurels in this market.

“There can’t be any slowing, of
the momentum...with the pro-
duction end now geared up in New
Zealand, there’s a real need to keep

promoting it here and develop the .

market.” Mr Mitchell believes New
Zealand venison should continue to
be promoted largely to the restaur-
ant trade, rather than retail.

That way it could be well pres-
ented and its crucial topshelf im-
age kept intact. — NZPA

" Venison New Zealand

or

Followmg on from

}g awarde‘

“Venison is a premium

S

New Zealan

‘“‘Guaranteeing quality

eo-operatlve Lid is now
operating within the

‘Game Industry Board’s
. DeerMark programme.

In recognition of the
product quality achieved

the company at its
Hasﬁngs and Mossburn
. a special commem-
u-amve plague was pres-
ented to company rep-
resenfatives by the Game

' Board at Moss-
hurn last night.

The achievement is a
‘major milestone in the
' period of reorganization
undertaken by Venison
' New Zealand since it
bought the Mossburn
- plant in April 1989.

Since then wer agl-
vestment has made
in plant and substantial

inization of process-
ing standards under-
taken. .

achieving susbstantial
growth in exports, pro-
cessing at Mossburn has
increased by more than
100 percent in the past 12
months.

“In determining to en-
sure that all its plants
achieve.this full 1ISO stan-
dard acereditation, Ven-
ison New Zealand Co-
operative has been one of
the innovative pioneers in
the:- mdusdtry ” GIB gen-
eral manager Mike Pat-
terson said.

He further noted it was
pleasing to see that the
drive to reach higher
standards, which had

played such a vital part in_

developing the' venison

trade, were still there and

that the wmpany .

product and to maintain
and build our reputation

in international e

ket
places we must make siire

that the product meets
the demanding expec-
tations of the customer,”
Mr Patterson said.

is the key to our future
growth and it is highly
encouraging that indus-

" try members are making

this happen.”

-

23efs

. per - let alone handle them".

VENISON NZ CO-0P
LTD
MOSSBURN PLANT |
fre; INTAKE OF |

FERAL DEER '

Due to cmglu?rgements MAF ancl
overseas Teq S W
canonly accept feral deer at
the following times: .
Weekdays: Between néen
and 1pm
Saturdays: Mommgs up to
1lam
For Saturday mornmgs
please phone (03) 248-6441.
No on the : ﬁaymen:g
will be m put paymen
will be sent wiihm 7 days of
delivery. This‘will take ef
fect from May:20, 1991 until
further notice.
Thank you for yo‘r help in
this matter.
1D Stewart
Manager
MOSSBURN PLANT

17341

Tjolar
NO “VEIVE G 1991
Many thanks to the 141 (to
date) Deer Farmers who re-
plied to the May 25 adver«

fisement in the Southland
Times. Unfortunateiyay

ter has been received from =

the President of the

Zealand Deer Farmers’ As-#" =~

sociation writing on
of other vested interests
forbidding contractural vel-
veting or using the newly
developed acupuncture|
method for supplying or-|
ganiec drug free velvet
Therefore until the process
is evaluated it will not be
possible to proceed as
olanned. They once said not
50 long ago it was not poss-
‘ble to farm deer - “Remem-

The main reason we will not
liscuss this innovative
nethod as it is commer-
sially sensitive and already
:nough information - on
handling and other tech-
nology has left New Zea-
land, and is, and will, be
used against us. The de-
mand is there, the price is
right, the method is proven.
All comments should be di-
rected to Mr David Stevens, ||

Chairman,
Branch NZDFA, Co Ny
signator. \’

[3

—
e

Southland |j&«

02377 I‘ ‘L
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Game Industry Board member Bruce McKendry (left) presents the board’s quality assurance plaque to Vemson New Zealand Co-*
operatlve s chairman Nigel Gould (right) and the company’s Mossburn deer slaughter plant manager, Ian Stewart. !

Mossburn plant earns DeerMark

Achieving the deer in-

Thursday nlght .:»If."- '

s Q,:_éw?"“”k

d Q_su.&{fm r

The company’s direc-

dustry’s quality assur-
ance DeerMark was a sig-
nificant achievement,
Venison New Zealand Co-
operative Ltd chairman

The company was this
week' " granted the
DeerMark by the Game
Industry Board after a
two-year quality develop-
ment programme at its

tors and Mossburn plant
_staff celebrated achieving
the industry’s highest
a‘vyard with a social even-
I-mg:‘_and special venison-
_-based meal prepared by

Nigel Gould told the com-

pany’s Mossburn staff on Mossburn plant.

W

;t_.:_'.i:

e -
-, s

VENISON NEW ZEALAND S
SPRING SCHEDULE
ANNOUNCEMENT

. Venison New Zealand’s “New Spring” Venison Sched-
ule for week beginning July 29, 1991 for Hinds and

Invercarglll master chef
k. Graham Hawkes. 0

'); Congratulating the
 Mossburn staff for their
»efforts . Mr Gould noted
that. ,enlson New Zea-
land had achieved several
! m11e'§tones ~during the
! pastmw months. These
1ncluded the decision to

buy out the shares held
by  Wri htson, a move

Whlgmhq _'heTcom-

over}all

ons, and the
recent sh re issue which
oversub—

‘ &
was wbellil

Mossburn) is getting close
to capacity and we would

now like to see it remain
consistent throughout the
year.

“The plant’s product is
well respected and well
received in our overseas
markets.”

Game Industry Board
member Bruce McKen-
dry, in presenting the
award to plant manager
Ian Stewart, stressed the
increasing pressure bemg
placed on suppliers by

overseas consumers,
especially supermarket
chains, on consistent

product quality.

He said for Venison
New Zealand’s Mossburn
plant to achieve the
DeerMark was credit to
all members of the staff
who had taken the quality
assurance programme
seriously.

In addltlon to the plant
receiving J;the GIB
DeerMark award, all em-
ployees- Wwere presented

l'ki I A
with persona,lzed ce t1f1»
cates in recognmon 'oﬁ

programme. -

Company chalrran‘an :
Nigel Gould said yester.
day a dlgectors meeting in
Inverc?a'r,glll earlier in the
day had agreed that, be-
cause, of the increased
throughput at Mossburn,
a full’ review of options
for expansion would be
investigated.

Such options included
increased processing fa- S - J
cilities and expanding the oy \
chiller and freezer space: R i

“We expect it will in-
volve a significant capital

expenditure,” Mr Gould v
said. o7 4

“The expansion vnll;, F“
further improve ¢ the _‘"' 3

plant’s quality standards#
as well as: extendmg.?ca
pacity and will ensure
that we maintain our pos-
ition as' an industry
leader.” ¥

r,.]
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Stags Grading Prime =N W
\+ | 55kg — 64.9kg $4.50 k =
| 50kg — 54.9kg $4.30 n

| 45kg — 49.9kg $3.65 g
40kg — 44.9kg $2.70 :

AUGUST SLAUGHTER SPACE

: FOR ALL SUPPLIERS ;ﬂh j,-,r_ _ .
We have limited space available in August for both ¥ e
shareholders and non shareholders at our Hastings, - ;’

Fielding and Mossburn Plants, so take advantage of | T
our chilled market premiums and BOOK NOW. "C, I

Inquire about our special transport rates. ks
For bookings or further details contact your local’
VNZ Nominated Booking Agent or your local ¥NZ
Plant Booking Officer. For the contact number: of the
agent in.your area contact: oI
Venison New Zealand Deer Serv1ces .3
General Manager, Phil Caskefu
Office (06) 323-6018

l.)‘

Mobile (025) 422-451 a




HAMILTON

A Te Kowhai farmer
e eer’s head at a

};‘—-Ie‘_ tiIlg
"1 i
MacBride said. which a deer has strayed.

He also tabled a letter The monthly Waikato
from a Department of meeting of sub-provincial

r’s head tabled at

pastoral farms.

The consequences of Tb
spreading through cattle
herds could be the ban-

Conservation solicitor chairmen endorsed the k ) o
who gives farmers the .call from Mr MacBride ning of mﬁa': el)liport§d to A
legal go-ahead to shoot ferthe federation to push world marketSytigieacy ‘ B
deer t‘pund on their for firmer laws controll- Tb is ranked sixth on a T
properties. RS deer farm manage- list of the worst animal
il " ment to guard against ani- diseases in the world. —
Mr MacBride said 1 i : ;
5o th risks to other NZPA
g DOC’s legal opinion was mal health risk
chai that tagged or branded e : =3
e shot the stag on his deer that strayed from W 0 i Veni
; u‘ffﬂ preading tubercu- “_m:ay be re .+ .  Net vals ($/head) week beginning April 22, 1991 . -
Josis to his herd. animals ... - AL Mair  Venisl Nz  PPGS
Ry killed”.. L Game
“Straying deer are N : : \','D (A0 o oods
4 emerging as a significant The hurnter, however Grade! . Wegnt] - [ s‘sag .Hsf' ? .
. problem. It's a sensitive requires the approval of e o R = e 65
L, issue in our area,” Mr the owner of the land on AP 370 101 88 89 89 106
- o AP 420 ¢ 114 120 120 116 120
= = AP 470 165 163 163 183 168
o AP 52:0 222 217 217 219 209
o AP 570 243 240 240 240 229
l I AP 60-0 256 253 253 253 241
C a 1 C a al AP 65-0 277 274 274 274 261
| AP 70:0 295 292 295 295 281
P: . AP 750 316 305 301 224 301
Y. ﬁ' ° - AP 800 337 321 321 313 321
™\ : AP 900 371 353 353 353 362
! e lc er Cras AF1/AT 60-0 169 169 175 ;g;
: : L\ AF1/AT 800 225 193 193
AR h ‘ : AF2 70-0 162 166 120 141
. . | 5 e i 1
A fractured fuel line probably caused Evidenice indicated Mr Kane might
fédlu’re in a helicopter which have repaired a fuel pipe leak himself or T b
ed in Fiordland in December 1989, arranged for it to be done by . Eortex: AP grade for Stag and Hind (up to 35kg)
I3 it unappro\red repairers. 3 _152/kg; AP grades for Hind only (over 40kg) -10c/kg.
i mg ﬁ!‘* ]JﬁOf. the ﬁansmn g o - 0 > “Stag vatlues are shown, Hinds over 40kg are 10c/kg
A gation Commission says. The report found the ‘helicopter’s g
: e d 4‘2' died airworthiness certificatg;wa's ren(}ered
James A"n'g—‘%mi,nK;i%? dlzgr?d e onal invalid by the unsatisfactory repairs.
e ] _
atfli éﬁeﬁﬁ%mber 9. Mr Kane was on @ deer recovery NOTES:
. A A operation in the Cameron Mountain 1. The net venison prices shown above In dollars per head are
The commission said it seemed POOT  pange, near the head of Long Sound, aicultod aftor doduetiia the GIB levy. Transport to e atl= 1o
_repairs t0 fuel line led to a fatigue when his Hughes 300 suffered mecl}a?- be deducted. All advised per head premiums have been included.
4 r . L - tres n 1 e i Ll
fraCk whic would have been GifpiCTiEs=eat faiiiice e plunged e i 2. MAFQual inspection '(!:harges need also be deducted. They are
0 detect. the bush. ($ per head) Seafield §7, Venison NZ Mossburn §7, Kennington §7,
. Mair Hokitika $7.85.
= o ——t
DULE 25 ]e/% Venison ok
For week beginning July 1, 1981
22 4 91 Grade Weights  Fortex Mair Ven'ﬁazon PPCS/GameFoods
" -
1 o 5 ' kg 8/kg $/kg $/kg $/kg
- it . AP Hind  To 35 1.40 1.45 ; $
EXPORT SCHEDULE El'..." 7 b_’ AP H!nd 35-40 220 1.95 ;gg ;;g
FAT WEIGHT - *+.GROSS SXG Abring 5% 263 o5 %0 3%
Lim. ' s ! - { d 315
[ APt GR < =14mm 70.1 and.'agai} wd 1154,30_ QE :{ng i gggg 3.45 3.75 4,00 3.68
] AN T Vi g 3.4
GR < =12mm 501 to 700 “ 430, AP Stag 4580 58 o 3% et
GR < =10mm 451 to 500 ' % 385 AP Stag  50-55 3.55 375 4.05 368
i ! P A L Ty AP Stag 55-60 3155 3.80 4.10 3.68
, m (:fﬂﬂm 35",;0[(‘}?5‘450‘”1&,“ ot s 31(5) ﬁﬁ glag 60-65 3.55 3:80 4.10 3.68
AP5 GR <=10mm  up G 20 AP Sy G570 350 375 410 368
GR+10, 12, 14 Overlal 2.90 AP Stag 7580 350 36 400 37
GR+20mm Overfat 2.30 AP Stag - 80-85  3.50 3.60 400 3.75
tpoal  Damaged 220 : g, Em g Sl SL SR <
2'pri Damaged 1.70 AF1, AT r 70 275 24 X :
M 2 Primals ge . | Ak So70 298 7 2 580
| DOMESTIC SCHEDULE | « e
: 1.80 s CHANGES:

PG Prime Local Grade

Values now quoted in S/kg gross. GIB and MAF levies
to be deducted
1 1N » . FORTEX: Al AP grades over 35kg -10c/kg. 7
| VENISON NZ: Stag/Hind AP grades 40-45kg -10c;
45-65kg -15¢; over 65kg -30c/kg. Adult Stags -10c;
Adult Hinds reduced by up to 30c/kg.

ALLOW SCHEDULE on request :
BOOKINGS: Booking Officer (03) 230-4481 B/H 1 i %
| AH (03) 230-4771, FAX (03) 230-4410

|+ 7 Ansu — Owen Buckingham (03) 249-7180
: ral Southland — Tom May (03) 236-7035
tha — Geoff Grant (03) 418-3699

iel — Tim Armstrong (03) 489-3333
Your PPCS Drafter or your usual Livestock

NOTES:
1. The net venison prices shown above in dollars per kg carcass
weight. The GIB levy (28c/kg) needs to be deducted along with
 transport to works. -1
i 2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They are
(% per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn $7, Kennington $7,
Mair Hokitika $7.85,

ing firm. vy
ut options * GFNZL 100%
+ PPCS 100% #* POOL 90%:

02617
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Deer fafmers have responded
with confidence to the recent
share issue by Venison New

. Zealand Co-operative
seribing more than the amount
forecast.

Venison New Zealand chair-
man Nigel Gould said yesterday

shareholders’ funds had in-

- creased by 65 percent in the past 5%” eholders:

— —. — o~ r ol
i: e by
n N7 well supported |
Wrigh hi |
. wrigntsons, the success of the credits. |
~ By JOHN CUTT 1ssue will enable the company to Shareholders will be asked at
e 3 confirm its plans to accelerate o company’s annual meeting in
Y sub- peen very encouraged by the the development of its Feilding September to approve a Signgiﬁ_
large numbers of farmers DSP into a full processing amen- cant increase in the company's |
participating in the issue.” ity. ; authorized capital, R
2 s This is expected to become iz [ issue i o
As a result of the share issue o | The success of the issueis a 4
the total number of farmer CP°Fative during the second half fy ther reaffirmation that 'man s
armer e a0o L lat many /
= : of 1992 and will significantly within the industry view' the K
\ : expand the company’s North rfuture with confidence;” " Mr |
: , Island processing capacity. Gould said. A

‘six months with more than! 180 t0 m

. $600,000 received

~ “Not only are directors Very
satisfied by the strong level of
support received under the pros-
bectus,” he said, “but they have

R

Call fqgg

ed from f‘amers.“vﬂ'_‘ Atsart‘f

New Zealand Co-operative Ltd to
buy the minority shareholding in
its subsidiary
pany  previously held by

[(?rde?in

enap A special general meeting of
Southland shareholders in Moss-
burn yesterday approved a one-
for-10 bonus issue, which will be

distributed with fuli imputation

marketing com-

————cyo T

<

ask the regional co

29 fofai
Chamois control :

8ir — Through 'youisgu
— column, I wauld

“Within Venison New Zealand
we share that view and look
forward to realizing upon the
opportunities which are appar
ent.”

vation, Invercargill, replied: “ 1)
| Chamois have continued to push
-q,,'4 their range south from their
~  original release area at Mt Cook

E
|
|

3

£

deer industry

The New Zealand deer industry was
yesterday described as a “rogue eleph-
ant let loose.”

International marketing consultant
Dr John Morris, in a rousing address to
delegates on the fist day of The South-
land Times Agricultural Conference,
described the industry as having devel-
oped unrestrained, with little regard for
anything else,

Dr Morris is a former New Zealander,
a former vice-president of the Safeways
food chain in the US and is currently
the managing director of International
Retail Marketing Associates, based in
San Francisco.

Marketers and processors had been
unable to bring the New Zealand deer
industry under control, he said.

In spitecfearly warnings the industry
had persisted in traditional New Zea-
land style to pay lip service to market-
ing.

“Basically, they are hawking off a

the Department of Conse e /]
i wing ~ and bhave reached the northern
. {%\f;cargll],ﬂme e - .}; 4 boundaries of Fiordland Nat-

operation such as the heli
chamois control as tenderes
The Southland Times, June
1991?

2. What is the cost to fche
taxpayer of such an operation
and how can it be carried out
when the rest of the country has
been asked to take cuts, that is
salary and wage earners and
beneficiaries?

3. What number of rifle per-
mits were issued for Fiordland
National Park for the 1990-91
season?

Could these hunters not be
encouraged to control chamois at

no cost to the taxpayer?
G L Lindsay

|

Wedderburn
[Asked to comment, Mr K A

vator, Department of Conser-

Mawhinney, the regional conser-

—

almost

1. How can they justify #m:’ =

ional Park. Ongoing operations
in Fiordland against chamois
have been undertaken each year
since 1974 to prevent any further
southward spread of this species
into Fiordland National Park.

These operations have been very

successful with thesouthward
spread held static and the re-
sidual population ' significantly
lowered since the first days of
;these operations. It is important
to maintain this pressure to en-
sure that progress made is not

/lost: Chamois in Fiordland Nat-
' ional Park generally are inhabit-

ing rough, steep country at high
.altitudes that in many cases is
inaccessible to rec-
reational hunters. Helicopters
are the only viable means of
controlling this establishing

. Species and preventing ifs spread

further into Fiordland. Venison

J

f

i

55

aerial recovery helicopters sel-

commodity,” he said.

Price underecutting by companies ex-
porting sheepmeat had driven New Zea-
land products down to the bottom end of
world markets.

The same short-term perspective
existed for venison, Dr Morris said.

For the industry to have strength in
the long term, a strong professional
marketing strategy was needed.,

" Referring to farmers , Dr Morris
noted that they never considered mar-
ket realities and continued to “blindly
produce and then complain bitterly
when prices are not right.”

Dr Morris emphasized that there was
not a “bottomless pit” of markets that
would take venison.

“If's time that we did an objective
evaluation of the markets that are
available for venison.”

No developed market in the world
now wanted frozen product, and he
suggested that ‘exporters-marketers
looked more closely at alternative con-
sumer ready products.

N

Dr MORRIS
These included fresh-chilled
pre-cooked or in a
especially suitable for microwave cook-
ing. -
In view of the growing overseas de-
mand for chemical free foods, greater

product,
meal-ready form’

consideration should also be given to
producing organically raised venison.

_If the quality is good enough, people
will want to come back.”

Dr Morris also questioned why New
Zealand exporters persisted with having
a deer head as a product emblem or
trade mark. -

In many overseas markets where.
there was a growing resistance to ani-
mal products, the use of a deer head:
created the Bambi syndrome in many’
consumers’ minds.

“We have to stop throwing product at.

the wall to see how it sticks.” he’

‘Warned. T
“Everyone has to make a full commit-

ment to marketing, and make it now.”

" @LN 1 @

dom operate at altitudes where
we would expect to find chamois. o

“2) Eight hours helicopter time b
was tendered for to undertake *
this operation and one day’s
- wages for two staff at a total cost
"~ of $10,000. This is an ongoing

. programme that protects the in-

. vestment of the previous 16
years.

“3) 2362 permits were issued to
recreational hunters in Fiord-
land National Park in 1990-91. No
chamois were reported on the
. permit returns as having been

taken during this period. Fiord-
- land is not a favoured area for

recreational hunting of chamois
due mainly to the low present
population and inaccessibility of
the terrain. Hunters prefer to
‘hunt chamois in those areas of

Canterbury and West Coast

where population levels are sig-

nificantly higher.”] )

e




. Venison rketing 4
- Eour v o
' 1. S 7 E 1 ~- t Py, ' ~72_7 - hf v
“- elile on uaill y £ Vénison
‘| r . S <1"For wesk beginning:July 22, 1991
I . .The New Zealand deer industr’},' _has to cers around the world would be battling Grade ' Weights = Fortex. &, Mair . \/eniﬁ;n PPCS/GameFoods
cast off the “meat and three veg” image for similar markets — New Zealand : kg Skg - Sikg $/kg o R
carve a niche in the consumer venison would be recognized world wide R AR e e s 10 i
et if it is to reach its full potential. ~as the best. AP hind 045 210 2.30 2.70 2.25. ‘;{t_._‘ B
_ L ; ! . i 7 =5 i 6 285 I
That was the message from internat-  To develop such quality required a Ap il % fa e bt %ﬁf
rgaéketmfn g.nd business mnsgleb membership charter of producers and ARHIGIN 8800 S0 a1 1 e i
and Game Industry Board member processors who have been vetted to a s ' 60 430 350 |
e P Staneard i 28 38 ik in =
el al Conference n Invercarg Without the name which signified the PSS | es70 ggg ggg ggg 350
4% , best product in the field, New Zealand AP Stag  70-75 : ! ' .60
" Richards told deer fﬁelfS thlat g venison would simply become a com: P 580 350 570 3.60
e map for change which mvolved ,,qity along with venison from other AP StAgEIB5-100 — 3.50 o S 580
the production and distribution of a countries :\\E, ﬂ 50-7(;0 g;g ggg ggg 268
uniau uality product was not a iR SATgiiiover - ' 1 "
qﬂﬁ;%)t:oﬂ ;rrantg};rgent‘ “This is a long-term strategy — we are ASZEERS0T0. | 225 228 250 208
. ! signing people up right now. It is going
e e o fnd their venison up 10 take a long time,” Mr Richards said. m 4
thers with the finest wines, Epernay _ To explain the nuts and bolts of how Y YENLS;?:“SEZ;;;;' it s e o grka)
champagne, salmon and truffles, As the the appellation strategy and a member- over 36 months increased by 30 1o 60c/kg. MAIR: Ap
’ first group of deer farmers in the world, ship charter would work, Game Indus- grades fm_-wgkgm }:cream by 10 to 30cikg. For
| New Zealand had “prime mover status.” try Board general manager Mike Patti- ol v g
" Venison’s competition was not simply S went into further detail.
. other meat. Mr Pattison said the idea of a member- ot
it i an aristocratic produet. We have ship charter was mooted about five : _ o | , -
; i 5 =t 4 h ove in doliasspar kg carcass
our_competition in other exotic VEE'S°E) : L m e e B a] s to:bs deducted along with
specialities around the world such as To succeed, a guality assurance pro- i
[ ml " ichard i Hld be This could transport to works. by ! 1)
: L, Mr Ric s STRIRIEIE : by s o0 2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They are
| Assuch, it should be produced to the include three separate audits of a ven- (§ per head) Seafield $7, Venisen NZ Mossburn $7, Kennington $7,
highest possible standard and marketed ison ‘plant at six-weekly intervals before Mair Hokitika $7.85.. 3 . »
. as a speciality product, - L it would be allowed to become a mem- ' bbb b et N
- " In order to develop and market the ber. i el TS R
product in such a way, the industry The industry was now poised to take
needed an appellation strategy. the step forward.

" The system was similar to patenting a
prodqf,t Although other venison produ-

“We are beyond analysis,” Mr Rich-
ards concluded.

e
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New Zealand deer far-
mers are confronted with a
dilemma with the opening
of the South Korean mar-
ket to the large-scale im-
portation of live deer.

Concerns expressed last week
by the Fiordland branch of the
New Zealand Deer Farmers’ As-
sociation, that rules regarding
live deer imports into Korea are
~ toberelaxed after January, have
~ been echoed by the association’s
| president, James Guild.

} 1 . i ;
~ The association’s council met

in Wellington for three days last
week and a large part of the
discussion, including meetings
with politicians, centred on the
live deer export issue.

" The dilemma deer farmers
sce is while NZDFA members

* yoted, albeit by a small margin,
at r June conference that
tﬁfﬁ were not opposed to the
export of live deer, a
wmdswell of opposition ap-
s to be developing as the
jcations of the Korean de-
on becomes more widely ap-

" In the past, NZDFA policy has

‘Been any exports should be lim-

ited to small numbers for breed-
‘ing and zoological parks.

1 @1 spite of that, significant

g 5 :

R

By JOHN CUTT
Farm Editor

numbers of animals have been
exported to Australia and North
America in recent years.

However, the Korean situation
is different in the Koreans are
reported to be looking to import
more than 100,000 animals,
mainly red deer, wapiti and elk
from New Zealand.

Writing in a recent newsletter
to deer farmers, Mr Guild said:
“Virtually no one has ever sug-
gested the deer industry should
allow unrestricted exports of
large numbers of deer to our
single largest trading partner
and with no levy. And yet, such
a scenario is now a very real
possibility.”

Korea takes 90 percent of New
Zealand’s annual velvet pro-
duction.

MAF reports in the 1989-90
season New Zealand export re-
ceipts for velvet totalled $43
million.

In the past six years Korean
domestic deer numbers have
grown by an estimated 58 to 60
percent, compared with New
Zealand’s national herd growth
of between 20 and 25 percent.

eer

After January, the Korean
Government will allow the unre-
stricted importation of numer-
‘ous goods, including deer.

“Clearly, the implications for
the New Zealand deer industry
are enormous,” Mr Guild said.

“The longterm effect on the
velvet trade and the developing
venison market would be hor-
rendous.”

Mr Guild said yesterday he
knew of Koreans who were al-
ready in the country sourcing
“tens of thousands of animals.”

He expected once the Koreans
built up their deer numbers to
give them self-sufficiency in vel-
vet production a total ban on
velvet imports was likely.

If that happened the New Zea-
land velvet industry could col-
lapse overnight, creating prob-
lems that would make the indus-
try’s present marketing difficult-
ies pale into insignificance, he
said.

Mr Guild described the.situ-
ation as “pretty tense.’+ SE8,

“The council of NZ
has resolved to strongly a
against , live 'deer “exports i
Korea.”” RS, 3

¢ e !lz‘.-r. ’

The council was receiving a
strong message from its mem-

\Koreans sggég to import
100,000 live d

uld wipe out NZ velvet industry

bers to take whatever action it
could to prevent the unrestric-
tive sale of deer to Korea, he
said.

Such measures might include
seeking a levy on the export of
deer under the Commodity |
Levies Act and having an input
into redefining the animal health
and welfare codes applying to
export animals.

The velvet type preferred by
the Korean market is for the
heavier grades normally associ-
ated with wapiti, elk and their
crossbreds.

New Zealand Wapiti Society
president Dr Ken Drew said
while the issué had yet to be
debated by the society’s manage-
ment committee, he was sure the
society would be opposed to live
exports of animals on the scale
envisaged. -

“The cream of New Zealand’s
velvet crop comes from wapiti-
elk type animals and this is the
preferred type sought by the
Koreans,” he said.

“Exports of this nature would
therefore impact badly on the
quality end of New Zealand vel-
vet.” :

Dr Drew said the issue woufd
be debated at the mext society

committee meeting on ‘%eptam~
R
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Specialized deer technology attracts
US businessman to Southland
e T 5afife;

> and efficient deer hand-
and deer related products and it seemed logical
that it was the only place to come to learn and

One altenative suggested is to trap the d
and shift %M to sites where they will be ¢

lessor nuignee.
Another' gestion is to capture the anim
tthem fo special abattoirs 2
neat to the urban poor.

The article reports that “hordes of deer are
damaging millions of dollars worth of shrubs
and plantings in homeowners' gardens and
yards, while their children come in from play
with deer ticks embedded in their skin.

“Of major concern is the possible link
between growing deer population and Lyme

By JOHN CUTT
Agricultural Editor

business man, Walter McIntosh.
» Mr Melntosh set up his retail business, which

; : di e f ing i ; isease  Mr McibsH said that was the part of |

includes an expanding animal handling and see for myself where the state of the technology msﬁﬁoﬁgﬁﬁrﬁ‘gﬁg infectious disease story wheg New Zealand technology, esp

capture equipment section, in 1989. is,” Mr Mcintosh said. : The Times article makes mention of deer ially in derf€apture and relocation syste
Not only the growing deer industry in the US, In describing US deer handling methods, Mr invading urban areas to such extent could playé @iseful role.

but the population explosion of feral deer in McIntosh recounted one instance where he had an extent that

they have earned the dubious titles of “rats

_many states hiad created an urgent need for with hoofs,” and “unrestrained urban cows.”

been involved in helping to blood-type 100 elk
humane handling and capture systems, he said.

His 35«‘»@%0 with Nelson Collie has me:
using backyard-type equipment - an php that muchofhis three-week stay in the eoun

Soon after he set up his business Mr Mec-

that had faken six people including a

“There is a great demand for deer fencing,

has naturally Been spent in the province.

Intosh said he had read an advertisement veterinarian (at $US75 an hour) a total of 15 1Ot S0 much to keep deer in but to keep deer He leavesSotithland today after visiting e
placed by Invre]'recargﬂl t;?nsmith Nelso;l &];ﬂje hours. ) out,” Mr McIntosh sal_d. deer farms iere he has seen first hand h:
in the New Zealand Deer Farmer magazine  Not one of the pecple involved had escaped Apart from becoming major problems in Southland deer farmers not only farm th

relating to his gun-operated capture net method
and sinee then had looked to New Zealand for
the type of deer handling technology now in
demand all over the US.

Proper deer handling methods were still very
much in the educational stage in the US he said.

Also capturing or culling the growing feral
deer population’ by either shooting or using
tranauilizers had varying degrees of Sueeess.

New Zealand deer farming and deer farming
methods had a high profile in the US and New
Zealand was recognized as a leader in fencing

without being kicked by the deer and one
animal had to be put down as a result of the
handling methods used.

Mr Melntosh said in many states, feral deer
such as the white tail had become a major
environmental problem. 3

Mr Mcintosh produced a copy of an extensive
article on the white tail which appeared in the
New York Times Magazine earlier this year and
which describes just how serious a problem
wild deer have become,

In just the past decade the article states that

cities such as Philadelphia and Baltimore,
Chicago, Boulder and Portland, the white tail
deer have caused incidents af airports.

Even the presidential retreat at Camp David
has come under attack from the white tail.

Crop damage and serious ecological damage
to national forests has put the deer at the top of

The New York Times article further hich-
lights the escalating bitter cor f%
those who want the deer reduced to ma

animals butthe type of handling systems th

use, experign€ing live deer capture in f

Lilburn Valley and gaining hands-on expe

ence of notonly Mr Collie’s products buf t
John Dennis deer crush.

Velvetting when farmers in Southland we

large numbers of deer, had been

ideal time fo come to New Zealand to see hi
the animals were handled, he said.

Mr Melntosh' considered both John Dent
and Nelson Collie were “unsung heroes in th

r 1at  able numbers or removed co !Iéi‘i:el""'
white tail deer have doubled and eveniripled in those, such as the anﬁ-huntingnmand gn.l?:at}
many states with numbers now estimated at 25 gg{feim Iobbyists who want the animals pro-

own land,” and after seeing for himself t
humane and efficient operation of their pre
ucts, intenils fo see that they receive rece
nition in the US.

materials, animal breeding and specialized
\ consultancy, where he said “there is a great

need.” million.

- especially those farming

Californian businessman and agent for New Zealand animal handling
eqguipment, Walter McIntfosh, right, inspeefs a Dennis deer erush with

Lt

w)

L LS

"

John Dennis employee, Peter Stewart. Mr Melntosh has spent the past
three weeks in Southland locking at deer farms and deer capture and
handling eguipment manufactured by John Dennis and Invercargill

gunsmith Nelson Collie.

Dunedin.

93)ij4| DEER FARMERS
SLAUGHTER AND PROCESSING FACILITY
Is your enterprise being restr_ictegi by the unavallap}l;l_ljy (6)
killing space when you require Tt v »
Would you like to become involved wq1th_ T e
company that would establish a small siaught z}n
processing facilityuwhere the{) participants galne?'pre er-
| ial access to killing space? « |
?;1 ;33111 feel that involvement ir} 't_h_isxventure could beb;(z
your advantage please reply w1.th-contact phone num

to: 846 Times, C/- Otago Daily Times, PO Box 2§11277

Jorivate

Wrightson
- Deer

| WRIGHTSON will offer on account of:
M Kepple (Accredited)

8 — Weaner HINDS
6 — Weaner STAGS

%[S/‘ﬂ

M Faul

1

3 — Weaner HINDS
9 — Weaner STAGS

Gordon Farm Partnership (accredited)

1l
1

1 — Weaner HINDS
1 — Weaner STAGS

SOUTHLAND

FARMERS IRE==N

i< :
SOUTHLAND FARMERS will offef on account of:

R

alph Paterson, Ryal Bush (accredited), |

90 — Red Hind FAWNS

R A Dynes, Ryal Park Stud (accredited)
10 — Elk x Weaner BULLS .
(by Jack Pullar’s bull - sire cut 5.3kg as a 4 year old).

AL

21755

VENISON NEW ZEALAND
DEER SERVICES LTD

Mfufr VELVET

Phil Caskey will be buying velvet in the
Southland region both for contracts and
at a full schedule price. In attendance at
Mossburn Deer Plant, Monday, Novem-
ber 18, from 1.30-3.30pm for-larger lots
and farm visits.” -

For further details of appointments
: ) contact: .
~Jdim Guyton (Mossburn Plant) (03) 248-6063

John Duncan (Southland Farmef'S) :('03)'_'.224-6301,

Mobile (025) 322-881

Phil Caskey, Office (06) 323-6618,
Mobile (025) 422-451

14669

‘deer and cattle, became

| serious about tubercu-

~losis, and made possum

control programmes an
important part of their
‘normal farming oper-
ation.
I believe delaying the
arrival of Tb or reducing
_reactor numbers will be
" money well spent — par-
ticularly with the likeli-
hood of compensation for
Th-reactor cattle being re-
| duced some time in the
future.

There are several
methods of possum con-
trol, but the following
technique is giving excel-
lent results.

Cinnamon-flavoured
possum bait (manufac-
' tured especially by Ani-
mal Control Products,
Waimate) is fed through a
bait station made from 50
. miHimetres of alkathene
pipe.

The bait should be fed
for several nights. Bait
stations will attract
possums from at least 100
metres away, but it seems
to take a few nights to get
them feeding from the
stations.

Fix the bait station to a
fence post or tree in the
area you think possums
may be living.

A coloured flower pot is
used to put feed paste and
| poisoned paste into. The
pot is raised off the
ground with a forked
piece of number eight
wire, keeping the paste
dry and weatherproof,
and also protecting non-
target animals from being
poisoned.

Cinnamon-flavoured
feed paste is placed on the
front edge of the flower
pots, placed around the
station, “and ground-up
baif, should be laced be-

. hind:the feed paste. Then,
after two nights of feed
jaste, use cinnamon-
flavoured cyanide poison
paste on the front edge of




- Venison succes

2.

launcg/qled on
Lt

dome

Farm-raised venison is
firially available on super-
market shelves in Otago
and Southland thanks to
the active promotional ef-
forts of Venison New Zea-
land.

Venison New Zealand is
a farmer-owned national

exporting company whose
Mossburn processing fa-
cility began packaging
domestic cuts of venison
in early July.

At the forefront of the
company’s domestic pro-
motion efforts are Inver-
cargill deer farmer Bruce

venison processing and

Th serio

It is time farmers,

especially those farming
deer and cattle, became
serious about tubercu-
losis, and made possum
control programmes an
_important part of their
‘normal farming oper-
“ation.
I believe delaying the
‘arrival of Tb or reducing
5 reactor numbers will be
money well spent — par-
ticularly with the likeli-
hood of compensation for
Th-reactor cattle being re-
duced some time in the
future.

There are several
methods of possum con-
trol, but the following
technique is giving excel-
lent results.

Cinnamon-flavoured
possum bait (manufac-
tured especially by Ani-
mal Control Products,
Waimate) is fed through a
bait station made from 50
miHimetres of alkathene
pipe. i

The bait should be fed
for several nights. Bait
stations will attract
possums from at least 100
metres away, but it seems
to take a few nights to get
them feeding from the
stations.

Fix the bait station to a
fence post or tree in the
area you think possums
may be living.

A coloured flower pot is
used to put feed paste and
poisoned paste into. The
pot is raised off the
ground with a forked
piece of number eight
wire, keeping the paste
dry and weatherproof,
and also protecting non-
target animals from being
poisoned.

Cinnamon-flavoured
feed paste is placed on the
front edge of the flower
pots, placed around. the
station, and ground-up
bait should be laced be-

ind-the feed paste. Then,
after two nights of feed

!
]

use cinnamon-

e

flavour nide poison
paste on the front edge of

Hegan and

Time farmers took

.30/s

1y

By Gore MAF Quality Management Livestock
Officer Peter Brunsden

the flowerpot.

The following year, it is
suggested you concen-
trate possum control in
the areas high possum
numbers were found.

An excellent booklet
called “Self Help Possum
Control’” is available Q
from ' the Southland Re- :
gional Council and pest
destruction staff, or for
further information, con-
tact your local MAF Qual-
ity Management livestock
officer.
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Venison
New Zealand
Co-operative

Limited

MOSSBURN PLANT

re; INTAKE OF
FERAL DEER

Due to changing Ministry of]

VNZ’s

Mossburn-based director,
Phil Rossell.

Mr Hegan said the past
three or four weeks had
been hectic with in-store
promotions and cooking
demonstrations and nego-
tiations with supermar-
kets to display ‘and sell
the new range of prod-
ucts. i A

While promotion ha
been focused mainly on
Dunedin and Invercargi
a move into Canterbury
planned for about mi
August. i ey

& TN

ic market

By JOHN CUTT
Agricultural Editor

Mr Hegan said the
range of products, which
includes stir fry sirips,
schnitzel, leg steaks, cas-
serole, a frim suitable for
‘mincing and meat patties,

=pa packaged by a team

: women,

Tecipés speeially
for VNZ by natienal cook-

ing W “Annabel
Langbein..

An added plus for VNZ
farm-raised venison is its
health endorsement from
the National Heart
Foundation.

“We've had a good re-
sponse so far,” Mr Hegan
said.

«“But it’s been a lot of
hard work and there is
still a lot more educating
of people to do — espec-
ially in making them
aware that venison is low
in cholesterol, low in fat,
tender and quick cook-
ing.”

VNZ’s project develop-
ment manager, David
Ellis said the company
was very happy with the
promotion of venison on
the domestic market.

“We expect it will take
some time to educate con-

-l

sf li.lly‘

sumers. into the unique
nature! ‘of our products
and to convince people
that farm-raised venison
is not the same as feral
venison.

“It has a consistency of
tenderness as well as
some remarkabler nu-
tritional benefits and does
not have the ‘gamey’
flavour some people as-
sociate with feral ven-

”»

Mr Ellis said VNZ be-
lieved the product range
was well packaged and
well presented.

Invercargill consumers
will have further oppor-
tunities to sample VNZ’s
venison range next week
during a Game Industry
Board supported Venison
Week.

Each day for six days
one restaurant and one

supermarket will feature

respectively as the rest
aurant and outlet of the
day.

The chef from each
restaurant of the day will
assist VNZ’s in-store dem-
onstrators at the outlet of
the day advising con-
sumers on simple, quick
to prepare venison
recipes designed to take
the perceived complicated
preparation image ott of
venison cooki

Also during Venison
Week the Game Industry
Board is to hold a seminar
for Invercargill chefs.

==
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Deer recovery

el
-

Agriculture and Fisheries
and Overseas reguirements
we can only accept feral
deer between the following
times.

WEEKDAYS: Between noon
and Ipm

SATURDAYS: Mornings up
to 1lam

please phone (03) 248-6441

Ng on the spot payments
w}l] be made but payments
(Ylmu be received within 7
i :

ys of delivery. e r

ol e -

g

For Saturday mornings’™

A

A

WELLINGTON

A routine deer recovery operation
went wrong for two Haast farmers
yesterday when their small Robinson
helicopter crashed on the Waipara River
bed, south of Haast, killing one of them.

The pilot, Michael Jones, aged 23,
survived the crash without any injuries,
but his crew member died instantly.

The body of 25-year-old Barry Phillip
Anderson, originally of Carter’s Beach,
was recovered from the crash site late
in the afternoon. It will be flown to
Christchurch for a post-mortem exam-
ination today.

Mr Jones, shocked and saddened by
the death of his friend, found it difficult
to describe what had happened.

“It is really quite horrible,” he said. “I
feel very upset.”

The helicopter was lifting a deer
carcass off the ground when one of the
rotor blades struck a tree and the
chopper. plunged about 10 metres to the
river bed..

Mr Jones stumbled out of the wreck-
age to find his friend dead. He walked
about 9km down the river before a
rescue helicopter spotted him.™  ©

Constable Roger Millard, of Haast,
said Mr Jones was distressed and in
shock when rescuers picked him up.

‘But he had no external injuries and
was taken home to recover.”

Mr Millard said deer recovery oper-
ations, common in the Haast area in the
past, were now infrequent.

“This particular crew had just started
but was gaining experience quickly,” he
said.

The helicopter had left Hannah's
Clearing at 6am and was expected to
rendezvous with a ground crew at the
Arawhata River bridge at 8am, but
failed to turn up.

The Search and Rescue Co-ordination
Centre in Lower Hutt mounted an air
search about 10am and an emergency
locator becon was picked up soon after.

The wreckage of the helicopter was
sighted by a rescue helicopter about

‘12.45pm and the pilot rescued. — NZPA

1opper crash
- kills one man




Farm-raised venison

S€E1 as d

f3ﬁ9.{0( ( % |

personal challenge

The winner of this year’s prestigious
Southern Venison plate, Alexandra chef
Michael Clydesdale, sees promoting
farm-raised game as a personal chal-
lenge.

This year he took top honours in the
restaurant dish competition with “med-
allions of farm-raised venison south of
the border.”

The part-owner of Alexandra’s Step-
ping Out restaurant, Mr Clydesdale said
people still had to be convinced that
farm-raised venison was a mild-
flavoured tender fat-free meat.

“Of all the meats I deal with, I think
venison is revolutionary. Lamb speaks
for itself, but venison is more of a
challenge to get people to try.

“Farm-raised venison is not like wild
venison. You don’t have to throw it in a
bucket of red wine overnight or hang it
for months or overcook it or make
strong saues to hide its flavour.

“Its flaveur is lighter than some tough
hogget orsld ewes, and you can’t put too
strong a fauce with farm-raised venison
or it wil hide the flavour.”

Mr ngfﬁﬂa}e said people were sur-
prised!by the mild flavour and the
tendemess of the venison dishes.

“About 10 percent who are used to the
wild game flavour don’t enjoy it be-
cause it doesn’t have that strong
flavour. They get hooked on the flavour
of game. I can understand that.

“T’ll never eat a farm-raised duck, but
I'll eat a wild one.”

Mr Clydesdale said since the quality
of the meat was guaranteed three years
ago, he had included it in his menus.

“It’s so versatile. I’'ve done everything
from mini-roasts, medallions satays and
stir-frys.

“There’s nothing you can’t do with
venison that you can do with lamb or
beef.

“The quality of the meat is better in
some cases than some of the lamb and
beef cuts about. Now, sometimes I pay
more for a Kkilogram of lamb than
venison.”

Mr Clydesdale, who was described by
judges as having an amazing awareness
of venison, is genuine in his promotion
of the game meat.

“I'm not trying to force people to
come to my restaurant to try venison. 1
want them to eat farm-raised venison at
its best.” . =

Possible answer

to deer’;

American deer scientist
Ken Waldrup may have
stumbled onto the cause
of fading elk syndrome.

Dr Waldrup came to
New Zealand a few

months ago to study fad- that
ing elk syndrome at the lim(etc}ll etsoyniilgg?niﬂmﬁ
Invermay Agricultural sites or copper |

Research Centre.

Fading elk syndrome is
a disease where seem-

VIELVER 1

Rotorua deer farmer Peter Fraser achieved considerable success at this year’s national velvet
competition held by the Southland branch of the New Zealand Deer Farmers Association in
conjunction with the Southland A and P summer show. Mr Fraser won the imported red deer velvet
section with this 8.20kg which also won for him the Wrightson All Comers open trophy. Hard antler

roblem

ingly healthy wapiti deer
stop eating and literally
fade away.

He has been examining
groups of wapiti and elk,
investigating suggestions

deficiencies.
In each deer examined,

&
]
. Dr Waldrup found imma- |

ture worms in the gut and |

no acid production in the
fourth stomach.

He now believes a
species of worm common
to red deer is infecting
the wapiti, altering the
acidity of the stomach
which in turn affects the
animal’s metabolism and
ability to digest food.

For some reason, the
elk lack resistance to
these worms which re-
main in the internal
glands creating an almost
neutral pH.

Without acid the diges-
tive enzymes do not work
and food passes straight

through the animdl with- _

out being digested, caus-
ing weight loss.

Their bodies cannot use
the food, and they waste
away, using up body
stores to provide energy.

Acid is also required if
white worm drenches are
to work.

Many deer with fading,
elk syndrome show '
marked
deficiencies, but copper
supplements will not:

work for the same reason ;-

as copper requires acid in*)
the stomach to be ab-
sorbed. ;

Dr Waldrup said the
next step in his research
was to find a way of
bringing the pH back to
normal, and he also wants
to know why this problem
affects only the wapiti
and elk species.

But Dr Waldrup empha-
sised that his hypothesis
of the cause of the syn-
drome still needed many
months of research be-
fore it was scientifically
acceptable.

He said credit had to go
to the whole Invermay
Research deer group and
the Invermay animal
health laboratory. ‘I'm

just the one that's seen
thestory unfolding. -

<
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copper

taken from the same animal last season, also
won the Landcorp Trophy for hard antler.

S Rr—————

Venison Price improves

Venison New Zealand
this week announced a
50c/kg increase in its
schedules for prime ani-
mals. .

Company chairman,
Nigel Gould said there
was confidence that im-
proved seasonal demand
for product would offer
the opportunity for im-
proved returns to deer
farmers.

“We are concerned to
ensure that the process-
ing capacity within the
company’s three plants is
appropriately utilized
during the next few
weeks and acordingly the
company has offered a
significant improvement
to farmers as an encour-
agement to slaughter
early,” he said.

“It has consistently

been VNZ’s viewpoint °

that the schedule prices
maintained by some ex-
porters have not appro-

_priately reflected the

prices being achieved for
product overseas.

“With the expectations
for some recovery in
overseas prices, this
should be reflected in
higher schedule prices to
local producers.”

1
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5 151 H/ NELSON
* More than 100 Nelson’ region hunters turned out at
‘2 meeting at the weekend to express concern about a

in*oposed law to restrict the use of dogs in pig hunting.

The proposed Animal Welfare Act would eutiaw the
use of dogs to catch, hold and maul pigs. .

Pig hunters’ spokesman John Wells sa:ﬂjf"‘ﬂogs
could not be used to catch pigs, more hunters would

have. to.earry firearms, making the sport Wﬁ‘e

Most pig hunters now hunted with knives., .~
Pig hunters nCo to write to the Gov-
ernment prote proposed law,—NZPA




Illegal pig liberations
. pose threat
to domestic livestock s, e

& 10% :
chronic disease that can = ore as L€ould not have got
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Feral deer v

B THE VENISON New Zea- o W

land Co-operative Ltd ! i

2[‘ { q 9_\ Mossburn plant has put an ad in- D
; your paper saying they will ac- :

cept feral deer between noon and
1Ipm weekdays, Saturday morn-
ings until 11am, but please phone
first for Saturday mornings. I
shot a good stag on Saturday
November 16. 1 put six phone

Th-infected pigs are a

Th : ase 1! . | there by 11am. I took it through ROVISIONAL RESULTS
?mtugctﬁhreat to domestic By GARR_Y KNOWLES be Y_lery deglxl‘éti;mg igﬁg". to Te Anau instead. They have COUTH ISLAND POOL 12
ivestock. MAF Veterinary Officer pig hunters pec already inconvenienced shooters SAT 235.00

e at risk of contracting the = . 235.00
The role of feral pigs in - : { | in Tuatapere by not opening the SA2

I : e i ; disease from infected! 3 ! B RIL5hG 185.00
spreading Th to domestic families, that infection hunted animals. ! P o 18500
stock is under investl- could go as high as 100 ) ] : L o A B 186.00
gation but to date the percent. Pigs with Tb cope very venison department, without A2 Long 171.89
| evidence strongly indi- . well and usually show no this/carry-on, as one must get the A2 Medium 172.89
cates that domestic stock  There are numerous In-  obvious signs of being in- deer to a chiller in a reasonable | A2 Short 178289
' are threatened. stances of pig populations fected. time. | B1 Long 174.10
] y ' being boosted or being : . B1, Medium 175.99
| MAF Quality Manage- established in new areas Even on post mortem a Now that farm deer are plenti- B1 Short 177.00
. _ment spends considerable by illegal liberations. tralneq eye 1s neegled to ful, they are giving the ground B2 Long 162.89
resources in trying to T detect infection, with the shooter the run around. It was B2 Medium 171-00
limit the spread of bovine _This is presumably to lesions often being lim- the shooter who got them B2 S p s
{'Th mainly by testing INCrease pig hunting op- ited to a few glands. e todh o1 tongy | Live1-00
‘cattle and domestic deer, L ' The bacteria respon- The same goes for the buyers C1 Sharkiag£e195-99
as well as possum polson-  However, with many sible for causing Tb is of the velvet. They are no longer C2-\.ojog I i
| ing operations. parts of the country now killed by cooking but not interested in us either. They G2 i 157.00
While high populations harbouring Tb-infected by freezing so an infected have very short memories. But I D1 Long . . 1a46.00
| of possums have long wild animals this action is  pig is a risk to the handler am sure five minutes of their D1 Short. . 168.00
been ised as the counter-productive. from the time it is caught time is not too much to ask for. D2 Long|, 1300
. - i rt 151.00
main feral vector of bov-  Liberation of pigs may until cooked. Deerstalker DRl .

ine Tb, it is also an estab- mean the introduction of For these reasons it is Tuatapere

“lished fact that wild pigs

disease to an area pre-

obvious that illegal liber-

[Asked to comment, the manager

E Short,.
OG1 Overgrown

140.00
115.01

can contract the disease. viously disease-free and ations can be highly detri-  of Venison New Zealand Ltd, Mr 0G2 Overgrown 53.11

In Central Otago for as a result the resource mental to pig populations, Ian S_tewart_,: said: “We do TW1 Taiwanese 165.00

- . that was established for pig hunters and farmed apologize for the inconvenience Tw2 Taiwanese 160-22

instance some p.1gf p(;pu- the benefit of hunters in stock. that was caused to ‘Deerstalker’ EeeNmas=> 159-09

lations have an Inection ¢, "pecomes a risk to . : on November 16. We do have our U R
rate close to 30 percent Once Tb is established  work ph dt Spiker 1 :

i : : those same people. ot ) A s ork phone programmed to go to Spiker 2 117.07

_and with the gregarious i in wild animals it is diffi- my house when no one is at the Ret Regrowth 122.89

| pature of pigs proving  Bovine Tb can and does cult to eradicate. Preven- plant but obviously it did not R  103.89

ideal for spread within infect humans. It is a tion is the key. work. For future reference, if RG3 Regrowth  71.01

the same thing happens, my D1 Damaged 146.00

after-hours phone number is in D2 Damaged 1::-‘8’:

the phone book and secondly PaTEE 34 caih

there are three after-hours HH1 Hard Horn = 51.10

— phone numbers on the sign in ' HH2 Hard Horn  41.20

r front of the plant. " shot 1 1; ggg

! Increased deer returns PR b it MR CE

The economics of using
wapiti-elk cross bulls as
terminal sires over red
hinds is again being
shown in this season’s
venison and velvet re-
turns.

Venison NZ Mossburn
manager, lan Stewart
says that the average red
spiker killed during De-
cember produced a 48kg
carcass weight.

This was four to five
kilograms below the nor-
mal carcass weight ex-
pected for that time of the
year, in part the result of
the poor growth in the
spring and early summer.

That spiker would re-
turn, on current schedule,
around $182 to the far-
mer.

. Winton veterinarian
Dave Lawrence said the
use of a terminal sire over
" the same red hind would

24l |az,

. Strong case for
terminal sires

have produced a hybrid
spiker with a minimum
liveweight at 12 months of
age of 110kg and a 60.5kg
carcass with a gross value
of $278.

“A common misconcep-
tion is that a larger ani-
mal eats more and there-
fore stocking rates have
to be reduced to compen-
sate,” Mr Lawrence said.

However, that had been
refuted by repeated re-
search at Invermay and
in practice by commercial
farmers and while a
wapiti animal may be
twice as big as a red, it
would only require one-
third more feed, he
added.

“And that truly en-
dorses the superior feed
conversion efficiency of
the wapiti.”

The additional returns
possible from wapiti-elk
cross velvet were also be-
ing seen in pool results
this season, Mr Lawrence
said.

As well as the potential
to achieve heavier heads,
the wapiti-elk grades in-
cluding the poorer grades
were again achieving pre-
miums over Super A.

Mr Lawrence acknow-
ledged that while red deer
would always be the basis
for the New Zealand deer
industry the use of a ter-
minal sire over a pro-
portion of a red herd, in
the same way as the use
of terminal sire breeds in
either the sheep or beef
industries, would produce
significant cost-benefits
to deer farmers.

input into what chillers are open
or closed as they are all owned
by Taimex Trading,; of Dunedin.
We accept and process feral deer
on behalf of Taimex Trading and
have no link with feral deer at
all as a company. ‘Deerstalker’
says that we are giving the
ground shooter the runaround
because of the set hours we have
stipulated. This is far from the
truth as I and my staff have

always gone out of our way to
protect the feral deer industry
and the set times that have been
set out is another way to protect
the industry. Up to a,short time
ago we have been pulled out of .
all types of functions and all
times of the day and night to
service the industry so I do
wonder who has the short mem-
ory at present.”’] 3PVE

LIVESTOCK
SPECIALIST

DEER VELVET

discussing the best options available to
returns.

Velvet processing company can offer:

Whatever your decision,
- . Phone/Fax (03) 448-6066

. Mobile (§25)'823453
e A/H (03) 449-2494

T

oK AGENT
VELVET PROCUREMENT |

FW Manufacturing

| FW Spiker

35.89
16.89

| Inquiries -- - =
Brian Duggan (03) 236-080!
John Fogarty (03) 214-4653

00902

Tl

16/"/9’

1991-1992 SEASON

If you are a supplier of Deer Velvet, I am interested ir

maximize your

Hawker Livestock Ltd in conjunction with a major NZ|

n sure we can assist.
Contact: Graeme Hawker (GIB Registered)

2918
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Te Anau deer agent
Allan Bradley is con-
.cerned at the low prices
New Zealand deer far-
mers are currently receiv-
1ng for their venison.

He recently returned
from a two month visit to
the US, most of it holiday-
ingwith friends who own
a Montana “dude,” guest
ranch.

" While there, Mr Brad-
ley: had time to talk to

farmers and university
people about New Zea-
land deer farming.

The US had a “huge”
natural resource of deer,
mostly elk (wap1t1) and
farmers were begmnmg
to show a lot of interest in
deer farming, he said.

But one thing that in-
trigued him was being
given a venison price list
— still wvalid two
weeks’ago — by a Denver-
based wild game whole-
saler.

This revealed that some
cuts of venison were be-
ing supplied to the rest-
aurant trade \at prices
ranging from around
$NZ22/kg to a staggering
$NZ77/kg.

Mr Bradley said those
prices showed that “some-
one mqst ‘be making a

Mr Bradley also ques-
tioned why, if it was poss-
ible to-obtain such high
prices; more effort wasn’t

l._

being put into developing
the US venison market.

When asked for com-
ment, John Sadler, Ven-
ison New Zealand Market-
ing Ltd, general manager,
marketmg said the prices
guoted by the US venison
wholesaler did indeed
seem to be high.

“But I do not doubt
some distributors to rest-
aurants can achieve these
prices.”

Mr Sadler said there
had been past situations
where the New Zealand
schedule at over $6/kg
had reflected such price
levels.

“However, that situ-
ation has changed due to
a rapid growth in pro-
duction. Production in the
12 months ended May was
up 80 percent on the pre-
vious period.

“Unfortunately the in-
dustry is not able to sell
all of this increased vol-
ume to the American rest-
aurant market,” Mr Sad-
ler said.

nison selling for
igh prices in US &

m

“We do not want to
over-supply this market
and see a price collapse.
As an industry we are
careful to maintain our
premium price position in
North America for the
long-term good of the in-
dustry.”

That had meant, Mr
Sadler said, that a large
proportion of this year’s
increase in venison pro-
duction had had to be sold
in Europe, where
unfortunately prices had
been very poor.

Mr Sadler expressed
the hope that promotional
work in North America
would see sales to that
market expand — “but
this will take time.”

Farmers® should also
realize that for a healthy
industry the profitability
of other sectors in the
distribution chain from
farm gate to restaurant
plate was equally .as im-
portant as the return to
producers he said.

A, wapltl bull and cow typlca] of he .ast numbers of animals held on US natlonal parks.

VNZ announces ne

supply contract

Venison New Zealand
has released details of its
1992 winter contracts.

The company’s confi-
dence in the future is its
procurement price peak-
ing at a minimum of $5.50,
which, when after allow-
ing for the contract fee
also paid of $5 a head,
offers good news for far-
mers.

In a prepared state-

ment, the company’s
chairman, Nigel Gould
said: . “Deer farmers

participating in this con-
tract will be receiving
almost $1 per Kkilogram
more than the peak sched-
ule achieved during 1991.

“At setting this base
level during the peak of

the contract we are also
offering a base price con-
sistently higher than the
85 offered in 1991 which
was well supported by
shareholders.”

Mr Gould said the 1992
winter contract was simi-
lar to the company’s suc-
cessful schemes offered
in the past two seasons
and would be offered to
shareholders with a mini-
mum investment of $2000
in the company.

“This year’s details
have been released: ‘much

earlier so as to glve far- e

21

The contract period will
run from July to Novem-
ber.

Improvements to the
contract include some to
the weight ranges and a
level of tolerance that
recognizes that it is not
always possible for far-
mers to plan with cer-
tainty the number of ani-
mals they will have avail-
able.

_ Farmers will also par-

ticipate in any price rises

above the schedule price,
up to a maximum at the

mers the maximum | .
amount of time possible [+
to plan the1r winter pro- i
grammes,”  Mr Gould £
said. 'E‘h oo 1

winter

:L/Gig

peak of the contract of $6.

Mr Gould said more
than 700 farmers were
now reglstered as share-
holders in Venison New
Zealand.

The company plans to
hold a series of meetings
around the country in the
next six weeks to bring
deer farmers up-to-date
with the current state of
the deer 1ndustry and the
company’s plans for the
future, which include a
major expansion pro-
for its Mossburn
prooessing plknt

L

VENISON
NEW ZEALAND
Venison New Zealand’s
Winter Slaughter incentive
scheme has again attracted
strong support.
Allocations at our Feﬂdlng

plant are already full, while|

s

at other plants there iS'now ==

limited space available
Shareholders will be allo-

come first served basis.

s

cated contracts on a first

B “.-J‘
Any apphcatlons we receive, &
which miss out on this in’ |

itial contract offer will be

given priority in any future

contracts we are able to

offer.

Many thanks for your sup

port.

For any further inquiries

please contact:

Phil Caskey
(06) 336-018 Bus
(025) 422-451 Mobile

03279

Hunting
pilgylnses
chopper

A Milford Sound heli-
copter pilot sparked a
police search on Thurs-.
day when he lost his
helicopter after’

a detour to

rendezvons with a DSII

party at Lake ndmﬁﬂ.ﬂ

in the Milford areay

Constable Lester Stev- ', "

ens, of Te Anan, saul
yesterday.

Pilot Jeff Shanks,
who works for' South-
ern Lakes Helicopters,
was supposed to pick up
the party at 10am.

He had left Milford
before 9am but had not
turned up.

A search was moun-
ted but Mr Shanks came
back on air at 3.15pm.

He had landed, in ‘the
John O'Groats River

hunting and had lost
his helicopter, Mr Stev-
ens said.

The DSIR party was
picked up soon after.
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. been lukewarm.

|'\" PPCS, which has an interest in
193,000 shares in the deer process-
g.ing‘ company, will offer 28c for each
'of the remaining 537,000 $1 shares.
'The offer has perplexed several
shareholders. ]

Game Foods New Zealand, a pub-
i unlisted company, has a capital
\pf $1 million, which includes 270,000
‘unissued shares.

At 98¢ a share, PPCS has valued
‘the company at $204,000.

PPCS, a Dunedin-based farmer
0 tive and one of the South
Island's biggest meat processing
‘companies, markets Game Foods
products.

Game Foods’ independent direc-
‘tors will meet this week to make a
recommendation to farmer-
shareholders. The recommendation
could go out to the shareholders
with PPCS’s offer.

| New Zealander Deer Farmers’
Association Southland branch
‘chairman Harry Robinson said last
‘pight the offer was “a bit low.”

| PPCS will this week make a formal o
New Zealand Ltd, but the initial resp

to take over
Game Foods

ffer for shares in Game Foods
onse from shareholders has

By ANGUS MORRISON

“Tt was a bit disappointing, but
it’s early days yet,” he said.

“We’ll just have to wait and see.”

Shareholder David Stevens, of
Balfour, said 28c was too low.

«T wouldn’t be terribly interested
in an offer like that,” he said.

“T was a little shocked.”

Mr Stevens expects a negativeés
response from shareholders, and
said he would rather put his shares
in his bottom drawer than sell them
for 28c each.

Game Foods kills deer at its
Kennington plant, which began op-
erating in 1985.

Chairman John Matheson said
last night it had been a busy season,
and there was “a bit of a backlog.”

“This week will be interesting,”

he said. i

PPCS chairman Robbie Burnside
confirmed the company was look-
ing at taking over Game Feoods.

PPCS moving

“We consider it could be run '
quite efficiently as a subsidiary
company of PPCS.”

The 28¢ which PPCS was offering
applied the other way, he said. :
“If a buyer can be found, our

shares are for sale.”

Mr Burnside would not comment
on the future of the Kennington
plant if PPCS was successful in its
takeover bid. : i

The company is finishing modifi-
cations on its Isiington works, near
Christchurch, and is expecting to
begin killing deer there in May-

With only two deer killing plants
in Southland — at Mossburn and
Kennington — southern deer far-
mers are waiting for more than two
months to get stock killed.

Game Foods shareholders take
preference over other farmers in
gefting their stock killed at Ken-
nington.

If the takeover is successful, Mr
Burnside said PPCS shareholders
would have that preference.

Most Game Foods shareholders
also held shares in PPCS, he said.

Mair bids

A second bidder, Mair
Venison, has entered the
qunning for Kennington
deer processor Game
Foods (NZ).

" Mair Venison is offering 40c a
share — 12¢ better than a bid by
Primary Producers Co-operative
Society last week, which was
grected without enthusiasm by
shareholders.

Mair Venison is one of three
gperating divisions of listed Mair
“Astley Holdings, which is also a
major exporter of wool and
eather.

9_7[3

By BRIAN FALLOW

Business Editor

Mair Astley executive chair-
man John Roy said the offer
valued Game Foods at $292,000.

in addition, Mair would spend
$700,000 to $800,000 paying off
debt (some of it to PPCS) and a
similar amount upgrading the
Kennington plant, with a vac-
uum packing machine for
example, Mr Roy said.

Working capital on top of that
would bring Mair’s total invest-
ment to about $3 million, he said.

DEER INDUSTRY: Venison New Zealand will hold

and Co, with 18 percent.

“It's an efficient plant there,”
Mr Roy said, “with a very good
catchment area for venison.”

Mair Venison has plants in

Rotorua and Hokitika and ac-
counts for 30 percent of New

Zealand’s venison exports.

It was. experiencing strong in-
ternational demand for its prod-
ucts, Mr Roy said.

Game Foods’s main share-
holders are PPCS with 26
percent, Mr K J Naylor’s South-
ern Goat Corp with 22 percent,
and Northmark Investments,
wholly owned by J Matheson

f or Game Foods

The other shares are held by
about 180 farmer shareholders,
Game Foods chairman John
Matheson said yesterday.

The directors would meet
early next week to discuss Mair's
bid, which he had .only just
formally received, Mr Matheson
said.

The bid is to be sent to share-
holders on April 10 and is con-
ditional on 90 percent accept-
ance.

The offer includes a five-year
slaughter access right for exist-
ing shareholders.

4 meeting in the Mossburn Community Centre on
?‘ebruary 96 at 7.30pm to update deer farmers on the
industry, VNZ's plans for the future and local plant

expansion. ¥

The meeting is open to all interested reer- farmers.
o 8

A light supper will follow.

) i




Wdrninﬁ” ot to
domegstic pigs into wild

By John Stirling

Wild pigs are known carriers
of bovine Tb, with infection
rates in some surveys of up to
409;. Hunters releaslng
domestic pigs into the wil
may be aggravating the situ-
ation.

The chairman of the Otago
Regional Animal Health Ad-
visory Committee, Mr Bruce
McNab, of Owaka, said
reperts had been received of
irresponsible people, in-
cluding hunters, releasing
domestic pigs into the wild on
private land and Department
of Conservation land.

In fact, there was a real
risk that the liberated pigs
could introduce bevine Tb
into the area. To i|l:;mte¢:t‘. the
country’s meat industry it
had to be stopped. Also,
respousible huniers could
lose their sport if landowners
had to resort to using expen-
sive saturation peisoning

fdected and clean wild pigs or
eer.

To prevent the irresponsi-
ble few ruining recreational
hMﬁnrﬁ for the responsible
majority, the release of
domestl{' pigs had to be stop-
ped. The practice was an of-
fence under the Wild Animals
Control Act, 1977, and DOC
had powers to prosecute of-
fenders.

The MAFQual veterinary
officer in Alexandra, Dr
Garry Knowles, said in Cen-
tral Bo there were many
instances of pig populations
being established or of ex-
isting  populations being
boested by illegal liberations.

While such actions pre-
sumably were intended fo in-
crease hunting opportunities,
in fact, this action was
counter-productive.

Liberation of pigs may
resulf in the introduction of
disease to am area where
previously it did not exist. As

release

Bovine Tb can and does in-
fect humillllls'E It is a IN(!:hronic
disease that can Very.
debilitating. Pig hunters are
especially at risk if the popu-
lation they hunt is infected.

Pigs wlthn tl:le di::ﬁsye chope
very well and us show
no overt signs of being in-
fected. Evem on post-
mortem, a frained eye is re-
quired to detect
with lesions often being

to a few glands in the
head or at ofher points
throughout the body.

The bacteria responsible
for causing Tb is killed by
cooking but not by £ :
Thus an infected pig is a ris
to the handler from the time
of being caught until cooked.

For these reasons it is ob-
vious that illegal liberations
can be highly detrimental to
pig populations, pig hunters
and farmed stock. Once Th is
established in wild animals

| Game Foods

!

ection |

operations.
‘Polisoning operations do

[ not discriminate between in-

a result, a resource intended
to benefit hunters becomes a
-risk to these very peeple,

in an area it is very difficult
to eradicate. Prevention is
the key.

happy A=
with offer

Mair Astley’s bid for Game Foods (NZ), owner
of the Kennington deer processing p]a:&'al;?ls
received the blessing of the Game Foods y

The Game Foods directors said yvesterday they
recommended shareholders accept Mair’s
offer and they would be accepting it for their
own shares.

Mair’s offer values Game Foods at $292.000
and betters, by 12¢ a share, an earlier bid by
Game Foods’ largest shareholder, Dunedin-
based Primary Producers’ Co-operative Society.

Mair has said it is committed to spending
about $3 million on upgrading and expanding
the Kennington plant.

Its offer also included a five-year slaughter [}

access right for existing shareholders.
“It will be
Southland,” Game Foods chairman John Mathe-
son said yesterday. AN
Mair, a subsidiary of Mainzeal Group, owns
export-licensed deer brocessing plants in
Hokitika and Rotorua. =

A

&

air7 onfident |

Mair Astley is ¢

secretary, Warwick Lobb, said yesterday.

Mair’s 40c a share offer for the Kennington deer
brocessing plant was sent to shareholders on April 10,
and has been recommended by the Game Foods

directors.

“We expect to assume control on May 15 and make

\ an early payment to

yesterday.

- Mair buys
deer sla

Mair Venison takes over the Ken-
nington deer slaughter plant on
Monday, following a successful bid
for Game Foods NZ Lid.

Mair Venison managing director Michael
Rice said yesterday the company planned to
spend between $800,000 and $1 million on
upgrading the plant.

The e:'cpansion would allow the plant to
handle 200 deer a day, compared with 40 now,
and éarry out much more boning and other
farther processing.

- Storage capacity, at bresent minimal,
- would need to be expanded.

The upgrading, designed also to meet more

stringent European Community require--

ments which come into effect next January
I, would mean more jobs, Mr Rice said. He
would not say how many.

All existing staff had been retained.

The expansion of the plant was warranted

=1

shareholders,” Mr Lobb said

”j.__,.\‘

/6/3/‘?0._

by the rapid growth in the export deer trade,
Mr Rice said.

In the year ended June 1990, 99,000 deer
had been slaughtered in New Zealand. The
estimate for the June 1992 year is 265,000.

In addition to its offer of 40c a share, Mair
guaranteed shareholders who supplied stock
in the past two years killing space at the
plant for the next five years,

“However,” Mr Rice said, “we are dedi-
cated to quality and this must extend to the
quality of stock drafted for supply to our
plants.”

With winter approaching and feed short,
pressure on killing space was considerable.

“We are well aware of the urgency attach-
ing to increased slaughter capacity and until
this is achieved we will use our best endeav-
ours to maximize throughput, recognizing
the constraints of the existing facilities,” Mr

Rice said.

Mair Venison, which already has deer

o,

good for the deer industry in [

) Q .

Kennington
ughter plant

slaughter plants at Rotorua and Hokitika, is
a division of Mair Astley, a major exporter of
wool and leather.

Mair Astley, in turn, is 70 percent-owned
by Mainzeal Group.

Mr Rice said the offer had pbassed the 90
percent minimum acceptance level and was
now unconditional.

Payment would be dispatched immediately
for acceptances received and the offer,
which was to have closed yesterday, had
been extended to June 30. The company
wou]ld then move to compuisorily acquire the
remaining shares.

Mair’s offer valued Game Foods at
$292,000.

Game Foods' largest shareholder, with 26
percent, was Dunedin-based Primary Produ-
cers Co-operative Society, which took all the
plant's throughput. N

PPCS made an earlier 28c a share bid for
Game Foods.

L=

Its bid is conditional on 90 Percent acceptance. /
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‘ If you farm red deer
- and are of the opinion
. wapiti genes are bad
} business, then you
should read this.

‘Similarly, if you are using

g hybrids in your deer breeding
| programme, you also should

For as long as I can rememni-
; there has been controversy
' about the merits of using wapiti
* genes to upgrade the perform-
,.an_ce of pure red stock.
. In one corner the red men
olaim wapiti genes will not
ve per hectare perform-
because the bigger ani-
g eat more so you have to
arry fewer of them.
Anyway, the waps will get
against the yard wall one
when you least expect it.
- In-the oiner corner, wapiti
men claim ease of attaining the
maical 50kg carcass weight at
early age, better velvet
its and that if you let
urself be caught in the same
) with a 400kg wapiti bull
uring the rut, you probably
ve a reminder that all

animals need to be care-
glly handled. Besides, station
have caused more injury
3 deer — red or wapiti.

Like all controversial argu-
" ments, the points made by both
have merit — often scien-
based but often re-
ed with anecdotal evi-

|

Wapiti v

or the large range of

by x4

- g
On the farm
with Graham Butcher

dence, depending in which cor-
ner yeu stand.
As T see it, the truth lies not

1 aithpy» narnaorn hyyt 2
H- ey Corner 2t SQL‘.&‘.‘E xii

the middle of the ring.

Consider the breeding herd.
The sole purpose of the breed-
ing herd is to produce
kilograms of weaned calf — the
more the better.

But the cost of doing so has to
be considered.

The cost should be measured
in kilograms of dry matter, the
fuel of the herd.

If you relate the fuel cost
with the outputs (kilos of calf)
you will find pure red hinds
(100kg live weight weaning
48kg at 85 percent calving) will
do so at a cost of 30kg of dry

i
2

L2 Piliiw

red deer

matter per Kilogram of calf
weaned.

If you progressively increase
the weight of the hind and stag
used to say 140kg hybrid, then
to 170kg New Zealand wapiti,
the cost of producing the kilos
of calf weaned will increase a
small amount because of the
higher maintenance cost of the
larger animals.

This will happen despite the
heavier weight of calf weaned.

However, if you maintain the
100kg red hind and progress-
ively increase the size of the
stag, say to New Zealand wapiti
or F1 size, then the cost of
producing kgs of calf drops.

Red hinds would seem to be
the most efficient dam and the
use of wapiti-type sires adds to
the efficiency of producing
calves. '

A system of using an elite red
hind herd, say 30 percent of
hinds, to produce replacements
with all other hinds bred to a
sire with the desired amount of
wapiti genes (terminal maob)
would appear to be an efficient
system.

The performance of the hy-
brid calves in terms of growth
rate GR and later velvet
weights will be improved.

The light hind problem will
be eased in the hybrid calves.

PS: When handling the
wapiti-type bulls you should
take care.

i}

* *F ment of Mair Venison Ltd,

of the Game Foods NZ

pl'ant, to introduce you to our company,
* and share with you our plans for our

& Southland plant.

' We welcome your attendance and look
L forward to meeting you at any one of the

3P 4 venues listed below.

MAIR VENISO

LIMITED

| MESSAGE TO ALL...

P E e .-

Venison /6/5/41%

For week beginning May 18, 1992

VENISON NZ: AP Stag 70-75kg +20c; 75-100kg +25¢/kg.”

Grade Weights Fortex Mair Ven';szo = PPCS/
nl
kg $/kg $ikg $ikg - $/kg
AP Hind To 35 1.40 1.55 1.90 3.05
AP Hind 3540 230 2.05 2.20 3.05
PP Hind 4045 2.30 2.30 250 3.80
PP Hind  45-50 345 3.90 365 3.80
$P Hind  50-55 4.30 4.60 4.40 4.45
-§P Hind 5560 430 470 4.40 4.45
1 WP Stag - 4550 3.65 410 3.80 4.00
i - Al i AP Stag  50-55 450 4.70 455 465
B ER FARM ERS . AP Slag 55-60 4.50 4.80 4.60 4.65
o ﬁ = * AP Stag 60-65 4.50 4,80 10 4.55
1 .-G ; i APStag 6570 4.10 450 5y 455
~ 3F We invite you to meet with the manage- . APStag 7075 410 3.90 4.00 :.12
u AP Stag 7580 4.10 375 4.00 A
the new oyvners i AP Stag  80-85 4.10 3.55 4.00 4.15
Ltd Kennington % AP Stag  85-100 3.20 320 3.50 3.80
"
i AF1, AT 50-70 2.70 2,85 2.80 2.90
i AF1, AT  over 70 270 2,10 2.50 2.90
4 AR2 50-70 2.20 2.15 2.00 2.20
L
]
L ]
]
.| CcHANGES:
|
L]

PPCS: Schedule for Islington plant now in Table. AP grades

KILLING
AND LIVE

For your future booking
space CALL
Independent Agent . .
TOM MAY
Deer Representative
PHONE OR FAX
(03) 236-7035
Mobile ph (025) 333-171
Regional and International
Advice Available -

U032

Deer kill up

More hinds than stags

are now bein ed in

New Zealand. 617}
The Game Induslry

Board reports that figures

supplied by deer slaugh-
ter premises show that of
the 257,759 animals
slaughtered to April 30
this year, 131,852 (51
percent) were hinds.

At the same time last
year hinds accounted for
just 39 percent of the total
kill. Actual kill numbers
have increased by 63
percent from 158,089 at
April 30, 1991.

. :&'! .

1 ' i 1 ind 30-85%
L DATEITIME- VENUE. ] :ﬁ&gaﬁg‘ggg%m g&;gk?:u-r 10c; 70;(85kg -+|-1%c/:(g.glAlFl
h i b te i ame
Mon, J 8 ROSEBANK LODGE HOTEL i gggdsnfzgnﬁicngto:l)e Trom this wesk. SR
on’ une . ' NOTE: Only the main grades are shown, animals may be
2 Oopm 265 Clvde st : downgraded for age, confermation, fat cover or quality-
ks L .
8 Rosebank ’
Balclutha NOTES:
1 i i in doll k
Mon, Jun 8  CROYDON LODGE HOTEL e e e e . (3ho/kg) noeds 1o D6 dedcted
8.00pm Main Queenstown Highway Lalong with transport to works.

. 0 G re ' 2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They
1 o \are (§ per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn 87,

i Kennington $7, Mair Hokitika $7.85. PPCS Islington $5.00.
, ;’l:)%;,n;lune 9 ;E zs:uuTll-eFr‘rAa\(I:ELODGE ' INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY AGRI-FAX
= Te Anau '

Tues, June 9 CENTRAL SOUTHLAND
. 8.00pm LODGE HOTEL

ol 232 Great North Road

: Winton ’

i __as0nn
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Radi

wild pig control

ALEXANDRA

Wild pigs with radio
transmitters are leading
shooters to other pigs on
the Pisa Range in Central
Otago, where MAF Live-

-stock Services is research-
ing bovine tuberculosis.

This type of pig control, which
MATPF calls the Judas pig method,
began 18 months ago after tra-
ditional methods were ineffec-
}ive where pig numbers were
ow.

Pigs are attracted to each other
and like to live in groups.

Once every six weeks a heli-
copter flies over the Pisa Range
to find the 12 pigs with transmit-
ters collared to their necks. The
pigs without transmitters are
killed.

Alexandra MAF officer Gary
Knowles said the work could be
difficult as pigs grew helicopter-
shy after'one encounter with the
aircraft and hid in the alpine
tussock.

By IONA CONDIE

The Pisa Range is the only
area where the control method is
used on pigs, but transmitters
have been used in national parks
to reduce goat numbers and in
other countries to control bison.

The Pisa Range research was
to study pig movement and to
develop a cost-effective method
of controlling infected pigs, Mr
Knowles said. It was part of a
$30,000-a-year research pro-
gramme funded by the national
Animal Health Board.

Tuberculosis is a disease
which can be transmitted to
humans, and importers of New
Zealand meat could use it as a
non-tariff trade barrier.

The disease is killed by cook-
ing, but not freezing, and hu-
mans are most susceptible to
infection when they have open
wounds and process dead or live
animals with the disease.

Pigs carry Tb, but it has not
been proven they spread it.

A survey of wild pigs in Cen-
tral Otago showed 30 percent of
them carried Tb. In contrast,
only four infected possums have
ever been found in the district.

Some ferrets and wild cats
have been found with Tb.

MAF has not monitored Tb-
infected possums and prefers a
control policy rather than a
monitoring one, as it is already
known possums spread the dis-
ease.

The incidence of Tb had in-
creased steadily in Central Otago
in the past 10 years, mirroring
the increase in other endemic
areas which together cover one-
third of New Zealand.

In the past eight months, 42,000
cattle have been tested in Cen-
tral Otago and 90 reactors found.
The area has 53 herds governed
by the movement control regu-
lations.

Deer, which are highly infec-
tious Tb carriers, have also been

) transmitters in

tested, and seven herds are
under movement control.

This compares with 60 move-
ment control herds and 57 reac-
tors from 42,000 cattle tested in
the same period last year. )

In 1990, more than 120 cattle
reacted to Tb tests and there
were 65 movement control herds.

MAF has operated a possum
poisoning programme for the
past 18 months, using 1080 pellets
distributed from bait stations on
the boundaries of some endemic
areas in Central Otago.

Co-operation was the key to
the eradication of tuberculosis,
Mr Knowles said. Everyone had
to make a concerted effort to
control wild animals carrying
the disease.

“People on very big properties
with a lot of possums are facing
an uphill struggle at the mo-
ment.

“They are fortunate that the
possum densities are often guite
low by national standards, but
unfortunately the vast tracts of
land that they inhabit make con-
trol verv difficult” he said.

o
ou

A protocol allowing live deer exports
to South Korea has been settled but is so
strict few New Zealand farmers will be
able to meet its conditions.

Until this year South Korea banned
imports of live deer as its farmers
vigorously opposed competition from
outside in their lucrative market.

New Zealand’s negotiator on the pro-
tocol; Dr Derek Timbs, the Agricuiture
Ministry’s animal exports national serv-
ice manager, said trying to meet the
protocol’s terms would be risky for New
Zealand farmers.

Deer could be sent to Korea only from
farms with a 20-kilometre radius that
had been free of tuberculosis and
johne’s disease for five years.

“It's tough,” Dr Timbs said.

There were some areas that qualified
but they contained few deer.

Dr Timbs said farmers could develop
herds in those areas but they would be
taking commercial risks because they
had no control over what happened cn
other farms in the 20km' radius.

“It would be risky but if the price is
right it might be a risk worth taking.”

Massey University veterinarian Peter
Wilson visited South Korea last year
and found that elk fetched between
$10,000 and $25,000 a head, sika $3000
each and red deer about $11,000 a tine.

= ==

protocol
h for NZ

Velvet sold fresh at $800 a kilogram -
up to six times the New Zealand price -
and blood collected during the velvet
harvest and drunk immediately fetched
$200 for a 400-millilitre cup.

Few New Zealand deer farmers would
be able to enter the market though, he
said. ;

The market was not as glossy for New
Zealanders as it seemed.

Aside from the disease problems,
Korean buyers coming to New Zealand
would see deer being sold at $200 a head
and would want to pay the same price.
New Zealand prices rather than those
achieved in Korea would prevail. Most
money would go to middlemen.

There were also several export com-
panies competing so prices would not
improve unless a cartel, such as the
Dairy Board, was formed.

The number of deer wanted by
Koreans would be limited, as was the
available quarantine space in South
Korea.

Dr Timbs said there appeared little
prospect of the Koreans’ attitude relax-
ing. Negotiators had tried several times
to convince them to alter the protocol.

Countries such as Australia, Canada
and the United States had large disease-
free areas and would be able to meet the
strict conditions but did not have deer
industries able to take full advantage of
the opening. — NZPA

= ——~
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Ferrets s oread Tb.

Ferrets, whic

spreading tuberculosis, Tarras farme

the Centraé Otago pest manage
ing yesterday-
%ig caid 30 percent of ferrets
That was more than possums.
Mr Davis descri

‘bed the spread of tuberculosis by -

ALEXANDRA

its in Central Otago, are
b Dyt FabUHE mcerPeter oter Davis told

committee megt-
‘tuberculosis.

iy

ferrets as three times worse than by possums and said

it was a known fact
through the urinary tract.

Otago Regionz
Bill Johnsen said

that the disease was passed

1 Council pest management officer
e forrets travelled much faster than

possums and can cover gokm in a day.

QO /dqi Venison

For week beginning June 22, 1992

Grade Weights Fortex Mair Veni;o = PPCS/
" oN.
kg $/kg $/kg " $/kg $/kg
AP Hind To 35 1.50 1.55 290 ek 3.10
AP Hind 35-40 3.15 225 3.20 o N30
AP Hind 4045 3150 3.20 3.45 4.10
AP Hind 45-50 4.20 4.10 4.25 4.10
AP Hind 50-55 4.90 4.80 4.90 4.80
Hind 55-60 4.90 4.90 5.0 4.80
AP Stag 45-50 4.40 4.30 4.30 4.30
AP Stag 50-55 510 4.90 5.00 5.00
AP Slag 5560 5.10 5.00 5.05 5.00
AP Stag 60-65 510 5.00 5.05 4.90
P Stag 65-70 4.55 4.70 4.80 4.90
AP Stag 70-75 4.55 4.40 4,45 4.35
AP Stag 75-80 4.55 4.00 4.45 435
AP Stag 80-85 4,55 3.80 4.45 435 -
AP Stag 85-100 3.30 3.40 3.50 3.85
AF1, AT 50-70 270 3.25 3.25 2.95
AF1, AT over 70 270 2.10 2,75 2.95
AF2 50-70 2.20 2.00 2.50 225
CHANGES:
T FORTEX: AP Stag/Hind under 35kg and 45-65kg +5c:
35-45kg + 10c.
VENISON NZ: AP Stag/Hind AP under 40kg + 100c; 40-45kg
+75¢c; 45-65kg + 20c; 65-85kg +25¢; AT under 45kg + 10c;
45-70 +20c; 70-100kg +25c/kg
_PPCS; Stag/Hind AP 40-70kg + 10c; 70-85kg + 15¢/kg
NOTE: Only the main grades are shown, animals may be
downgraded lor age, conformation, fat cover or quality
NOTES:

1. The net venison prices are shown above in dollars per kg
carcass weight. The GIB levy (2Bc/kg) needs to be deducted
along with transport to works.

2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They
are (3 per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn $7,
Kennington $7, Mair Hokitika $7.85. PPCS Islington $5.00.

INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY AGRI-FAX
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. _ CHRISTCHURCH
- | New Zealand deer industry exports could reach

‘900 million next year, says Game Industry Board
| cliief executive Richard Janes, =
'Exports of deer products earned a record §$146:5
million for the year ended June 1992, an increase of
a9 percent over the same period last year. )
Venison remains the major export earner,
ing $81.3 million, compared with $53.4 million
June 1991, Volume increased to 10,000 tonnes.

‘percent increase in export value to $5.2 million.

| exports reached $100 million. ‘Now we’re looking
down the barrel towards $200 million next year:
| This is an industry growing fast and working 1oy

e iis gro M)
foundation for the industry’'s recent growth
the traditional venison markets in Europe,
¢ countries fook large volumes. This had been
o possible by a big increase in New Zealand
uction over the last two years. 1
to Germany, the single largest markety
sed by $13.5 million to $31.2 million. Exports
Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and Norway had
ly doubled in the last year. -
said therboard had recently launched itg:

wi: ustry strategic plan for the next five y{ears;ﬁ

ed to create demand for the rapidly’
_ (it uetion of venison, velvet, and other
r products.

| industry marKeting board. Members included pro-
ducer and exporter representatives who worked
glosely together to maximize returns across the
‘whole industry.

| “We believe we can harness the competitive drive
‘of the private sector exporters with an industry
| umbrella marketing strategy and achieve the best
possible combination. These latest results look as
though we are succeeding so far, he said.

‘The number of hides and skins exported rose
from 87,600 to 216,100, Leather receipts grew to $1.7
million in 1992, with Italy the major customer,

million and hides, skins, and leathers recorded a 65|

"Mr Janes said it was only a year ago that deers

The board was not the same as other producer |
.| hoards. It could be more accurately deseribed as an |

| followed by Australia and Hong Kong. — NZPA .

e

-

g

\New PPCS
veniso

.| A positive development on the former Burnside
freezing works site in Dunedin came claser yester-
I ‘day when PPCS revealed a decision to open a
venison slaughtering and processing plant there.
| Since the Canterbury-based Waitaki group closed
| Burnside in 1988 at a toll of several hundred jobs,
| Dunedin-based PPCS, which bought the discarded
| site, has created an increasing number of employ-
| ment opportunities on the site.
‘The new Burnside operation will be fully oper-
|: al before Christmas 1992, 2 company spokes-
Jl PES expects the facility to make a significant
" contribution to the PPCS venison kill"

. PPCS confirmed it was satisfied with the perform-
ance of its venison plant opened at Islington,
Christchurch, after earlier selling PPCS’s minority
shareholding in Game Foods Ltd in Southland.
“PPCS has been particularly pleased with the
. significant reduction we have achieved in killing

osts, which has had the desired benefit of increas-

man said.
PPCS clients would again be given priority for
killing space at the new facility.

deer products reached a record $146.5
million for the year ended June 1992 and already.
here were forecasts that $200 million in industry
may be achieved next year. 1. S
believed the venison market would be an
oing international opportunity and New Zea-
"4 venison farms could provide excellent prod-

Accordingly, it had made strategic long-term
| investments in the industry.

FY —

5

plant |

ing returns to its farmer shareholders," the spokes- |

~ The spokesman said the country’s exports of New |

—

This rising four-year-old pure New Zealand born elk bull bred by South
Hillend deer farmers Neville and Sandra Cunningham has been sold to
Da.?gaville interests for $30,000. The bull, to be known in future as
Ka.lpa_ra King, has been recorded back for four generations in the
Cunningham’s Taringatura Park stud. He cut 2.9kg spiker velvet in 1990
and 4.05kg of super A velvet as a two-year-old and 5.7kg super A at three
years. When weighed in January this year the bull recorded 337kg. Mr
Cunningham said the sale vindicated their efforts of 17 years of breeding
elk and he is confident the bull has the potential to become one of the
country’s best elk sires. Mr Cunningham supervised the transport of the
bull and five elk cows, in cailf to it, to their new home in Northland this
week. The cows were sold for $4000 each.

night in bushkka.

TE ANAU
Two Invercargill men spent a wet and
cold Sunday night in the bush near
Manapouri after getting lost on a hunt-
ing trip.
Sergeant Lloyd Matheson, of Te Anau,
said the two men had walked out to the
searchers’ helicopter about noon yester-

day.

Darryl McStay and Mark Shanks had
left Manapouri early on Sunday morn-
ing for a day’s hunting in the Back
Valley area, telling friends they would
return at 4.30pm.

Their friends raised the alarm when
they had not returned at nightfall, and
police assembled search teams.

Searchers decided to wait until the
morning, and to allow the men enough
daylight hours to walk out before begin-
ning a search, Mr Matheson said.

Ten searchers were flov'gn._.fnto the
area after the men had not appeared by
1lam. '

But not long after the |
landed at Back Valley hut, afte ;
down the search teams, the men
emerged from the bush. =

They were cold, wet and embarrassed,
but otherwise well, he said.

They had got lost and had spent the
cold, wet night sheltering in bracken on
the ridge between Lake Rakatn and
Stinking Creek. _

The men had gone into the bush
without adequate gear or foed for a
night out, Mr Matheson said.

Neither had taken a compass, either,
something that would probably have

. enabled them to avoid getting lost.

3 }4] ] Y2, DEER HUNTERS

There has been a change in regulations for Feral Deer
delivered to Venison New Zealands Mossburn Depot, and
Taimexs Game Depot in Te Anau, As from August 1, 1952
all Feral Deer must be delivered to the above two depots

with heads on.

We realize this will be inconvenient to most hunters but
new German Regulations demand this new }nspect1qn
method so that product can be exported into their

country.

Hunters must make sure that the deer are well ppened up
around the neck area so the carcass cools down quickly,
For further information, consult your local depot agent.

' ID Stewart
MANAGER VNZ MOSSBURN

16821
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O oM 2EF B Y
g8z 8grgESEgc2uncta
f P L~ 3 i ey
EENEEE RAF SRR S VENISON VALUES B 2/¢[cis
g gu ':3 - 8 8 iy o] g @ 8 '2 % g 3 8 Grad: £ week beginning August 31, 1992 B |
2.8 oBEogH, EReENZS s et e My VieReTe |
o . T o o =hiEd B
TRR el B0 55 58oas 82z A PiHind | To% 130 180 250  250-
¢ 25 gsiEH noES 5 S A b Hind 35-40 355 370 370 400 '
gEE § S eRgBcSes g3 P Hind 40-45 440 405 420 450" '
=3 g7 gs " EER § = N A BiY 4550 480 490 495 580 e oL SERVAIION
sgs zEY wEijded BE 3 I g G
: ¢ ! 5.80
S8> §EF FREAREE 8D Afemh 2R fe o et .
E52 b Bee8BNg “F A b Stag 5055 585 590 590 600 &
238 oo ,EEBZME R A P Stag 55-60 585 600 600 600 ; .
g’:E ohe ’UE. g’., & ) (_<D —- 5,_ A PStgg gg‘gg g?g ggo 6.00 6.00 . ReVISGd Huntlng
N = TRq % Pp 08w 4= A P Stag 7075 510 S5 200 o Permit Syst
szE Spf zZe® oFw g3 AR mw SN iR IR ystem
2 = [t =2 SR -85 510 42 : 00"
5%e $03 HB = 2 «g &e A P Stag 85100  3.80 340 350 Soh és offiss Angnd 1992
®_ D »3r 50 @l : AF1/AT 55-65 4f 2.70 575 ol 33?; anterbury will operate
o} % = " g a-g_& 5 g ﬁ;;/AT 75568700' 2.70 2.90 2.95 240 a 2 monthly hunting
2pg SZ .- 7R s 220 200 250 2 permit’ system. This
= =§=3 a } e . @ m 15 i
aR? Bro »»E:a BESR EF Age UndZ‘:LZL:lon!vorYt‘r:ls-UEs Over 24 iths it e ae
i “ Weight (kg) MY T 23 30 ;igi@menged_ on i’*ﬂ
n2EZ BE SR8 45w s S S rim basis only.
B S @ e =X s R . e Numbers of
5 = %i ; @ % £ é ?é S ‘f 03 ;‘.%o 5 pair_ 440 460 460 4.60 365 390 issued for 2 gg:?ﬂﬁ;
®<dlg B35 » 2 90058 é 1 The gross venison prices:sh i open zones will not be
5o B ZES & E‘ N PB g, D the MIAF qually fee. GIB levy or transport (0 works deduaias - ¢ | restricted, ‘exclusive of
siosd Zoopaag “E0E % 5850 % . i 3550, Bt 8530, o s B, TR e M
Z8.ag 128 BEdEE ofan i, 32 50Venion N7 (Hasing) 500, Venson NE () tcths ds o ghe ate of
& N2 .3 .00, fallow $4.00. — as o € date o
¢ pb; ) 'Qﬁ 2R g4 P, 2Cal"[;’\hlf:‘-Es: AFFCO: All AP grades have been increased by between issue.
$EPa S PSS oo B5oPE & s +20c:?d %ﬁ:?kag}.(_ MAIR: AP staghind under 45kg +10¢; 45-65kq A number of Restricted
Qg 6’7 o o g = 26 a5 g. ; : AP stag/hind 40-45kg +55¢; 45-50kg +150;-60- Hunti Zo 3
2 .9¢w 858 2B g e e +10¢; more than B5kg +20c/kg. VENISON NZ- AP e 4MM5 unting Zones will be
7ofe  Bo SES gz B ﬂ up, 20¢ to 30c; AP hind 35-40kg +50c, 40-70kg up 20¢ to 2%‘;”@_;% excluded from this
o QB 4] 5 re than g up 10c to 5 . 5o Syst. i
s80%g Fa &H, B2EG B e 9 1% ook Mk T € e SLER I soneeill
U:[:; L 5 gg 5 = g -y SR 1B rioms St PO Trae 0c: more than 24 months 17- be available for a
RES%no mB2 S9F FEAS — Informatin supplied by AGRIFAX R hookad n
gg&jgﬁ =l 'g' gg;". Egéz =l te advance as hunter
0B . Bg! » & numbers will be
agdmm gggw 3:x:a .—»Q‘mg’,, restricted.
,:g:?EE- @ 5 O " o NZ°§: Permits for any Open
58388 28 258 aoEE® Hunting Zo i
~Sg8 & 2 ne will be
L8875 BSE 9% Sy&3 available from any DOC
; ¢ issuin offic i
5 .88 & 2 EgEeR FEe Canterl%ury whi!sfthg
(g;g;-g g‘ég '“?:‘}E«% S'ngmé for Restricted Hunting
2 3a8 R:‘,&g =] ‘3"-'”% 8-83:‘ Zones will only be
g S oo EE BT Mo =y »g;;— available from the local
2.8 Sas5’ 83 ggwg)N- ges issuing office.
S5 oY N 5gd g;g &9 To obtain a permit you
5p8 6 gmgEEEsE §u= ke e A
B ‘bES 55.;3 E’g.w nEHm Sgo H Fg’earrﬂs Licence and
] w. i
9,.% : gé_c ) gaé ® ; 8 29 =4 BE i pe'r?rrgttegnttﬁggeﬁlgfétagg
il 2 i B e ; _ 5 tattooed, treated for
6:5 OEEE F g = o'ﬁ o‘g; gé = hydatids and registered
25 5 @ gm ~ 2 oA anma registered.
3'0;' ?g g. 5 g '§.§§ § %g o % office for. ?uulftiier details.
< am § ; . 4 )
UE‘ 3 o g go~8 §g=§ 3 _M.aJl.CCUDDIHY
b 2 = o2 ® « egional Conservator
12 38 i ExEr 858 i |
Z w5 98 § Q= > o
y e I
o] 8§ - 82 ZE5g 4§ S8 /92..
O = = S Gl e
LR ) =1 - g 6 HL.4
7R 9% R F KB Foe m “s e
0 o HHT AgE ' ' : : 3 : [
g §5 g §§ g 8 B8 § a E:E:% g g m . Hamilton policebe- of New Zealand’s charged withtwo burgla-
é‘ % :§ ggm. g.g 525 5 >3 é ® gg‘ c% lieve they have major velvet markets. ries relating to the thefts.
5 1E BHE S g:‘:‘:, 29 g : opd smashed a $million  Police say the total  Bothofthesetookplace
g =™ g © > S owd g gg g = yelvet theftring which value of velvet reported in the Waikato area early
g*d @ .E 5";‘3 B g% 3 g 5 §§£ 2 gg- isthoughttohavebeen stolen is in the vicinity of in 1990 and more than
ag =S 8 E 5 S Bs B3 H’g“’ S ag operatingintheupper $1.2 million, but it is $200,000 worth of velvet
X F‘g gg,g hEge g..‘.’, 2 E‘g ' North Island for the thought this figure could was stolen.
4 9 . J
55 E E'O g qgo-g_‘ g %8_%’?, 9% 5; past three years. climb  closer to the $2 A Rotorua man, until
gé’g 2 BB Ca Soes50” Detectivesinvestigat- million mark. 1
SEE o m25 2 52558, ' Lile recently employed by a
% g %55 v E X HEOS L B ing thg velvet Heafi of tklle inquiry, firm dealing in deer and
g S | S B 2 g;% 14 2 Sy ® 2 : industry, since thefts Detective Senior Sergeant deer products, has also
N;E'E'g R A % = &g‘g’é § 1 began in 1989, have Mike Whitehead, said been arrested and
Sga 2o - %8. (,Fé ;38 g %g g travelled throughout much of the stolen velvet charged with receiving
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Controls have now port of live deer by Ministry of Customs. riculture Minister John
been placed on the ex- MAF a?d / the Customs Minister Falloon explained, “they
- e L IR

= Bt
live deer exports would meeting quarantine re-
now 0,“1)’ be approved by quirements on arrival.”
MAF’s Chief Veterinary ~ pr-Ealjoon said Korean

Officer when the ani- . .
mals met the health Agriculture officials re-

requirements of the im-
porting country.
“These standards are

n live deer export

The Minister said if
uncertified animals did
Murray McCullysaidthe  will have little difficulty reach  Korea they

would have ‘to be re-
turned or slaughtered -
causing a potentially
embarrassing situation
for both countries.
cently became_ aware of a Mr McCully said the
proposed shipment of new control measures
New Zealand deer which would protec[ the inter-

bilaterally negotiated and didn’t meet their stand- ests of genuine live
ensure if animals are ards.Theyasked MAF to animal exporters who
properly certified in the ensure uncertified ani- wanted to export certi-

country of export,” Ag- mals do not enter Korea. fied animals.

—,'._,__



|
|

- New co

-. e

“farmers went sour this week when

health protocol requirements.

)

shipment of more than 900
armeraised red deer and wapiti
05§ ‘animals from Southland had
en seheduled to leave Christ-

¢h International Airport on

Ahe deer were destined for
Koiean deer farmers, for breeding.

e Ministers of Agriculture and
» Customs announced on Wednesday
* ' that controls had been put on the
\export of live deer under the Export
" Prohibition Regulations. Customs
‘Minister Murray McCully said the
‘export of deer would only be ap-
i proved by MAF's chief veterinary
‘pfficer if they met animal health
. requirements of the importing

- " Agriculture Minister John

Falloon said the animal health stan-
‘dards were set after negotiations
‘with the importing country.

Korean agriculture officials had
‘apparently become aware of the
‘intended import of deer from New
¥ealand which did not meet Korean
‘animal health standards.

. Mr Falloon 'stressed that if
~uncertified animals were to arvive

MAF chief veterinary officer
3 O'Hara confirmed yesterday
at e export of deer had been
scheditled but added that in no way
would'the animals have met the
Korean agriculture requirements,

MAF eould not issue a certificate
of health clearance, as required by
the protoeol agreed to by Korea and
New Zezland.

For exampie, the animals had not
been officially tested for Th and
they liad not been quarantined for
45 days, as required, he said.
~ Dr0'Hara said MAF had advised
the Korean importer, Korean Air-

By JOHN CUTT
Farming Editor

lines and the New Zealand agents of
its decision.

He said the controls announced
by the Ministers of Agriculture and
Customs — effective from Monday,
August 31, just days before the
intended export — had been in
response to MAF’s concerns at the
implications for New Zealand had
the animals arrived in Korea with-
ouf necessary certification.

Customs Department senior
supervisor (commercial) at Christ-
church airport Brian Ford also
confirmed an airlift of deer had
been planned this week.

However, Customs officials had
met the New Zealand export agents
and representatives of Korean Air-
lines and had clearly spelt out
terms of the prohibition order.

“Our requirement is that before

\allowing any export we insist on

having a Ministry of Agriculture
clearance certificate signed by the
chief veterinary officer,” he said.

“If we haven't got that then the
bottorn line is the deer can’t be
exported.”

_Mr Ford said Customs did not
expect any problems administering
the Export Prohibition Regulations.

The Southland deal had been
organized by two Koreans, Duncan
and Sam Kim, acting for a Korean
importer.

Mr Duncan Kim said in Invercar-
gill on Thursday they were con-
cerned that the export had been
stopped at the last moment.

They and the importer stood to
lose more than $1 million as a
result, Mr Kim said. _

It is understood about 10 South-
land deer farmers were involved in
the export deal,

S0€S ¢ our

A deer export deal involving Korean interests and Southland
the animals failed to meet animal

However, they would not entirely
lose out, Mr Kim said. The farmers
had been paid non-refundable de-
posits and would also be reim-
bursed for other costs.

A Korean delegation, including
Duncanand Sam Kim, began hego-
tiating with the farmers in June,
after their New Zealand agent re-
ceived letters from both MAF and
Customs giving the impression
there would be no problems with
the export shipment.

The Korean importer had booked

guarantine space with the Korean:
Ministry of Agriculture. That had

now lapsed, Mr Kim said.

However, Mr Kim and his pari-
ner will continue planning for an
export shipment from Southland in
November.

Mr Kim said this week’s deal was
to have been the foundation for a
long-term trading arrangement be-
tween New Zealand and Korea in
which Southland would have

laved a major part,

Dr O'Hara confirmed that an-
other export of deer to Korea by a
South Canterbury consortium was
being planned.

As far as he was aware the
animals in that shipment would
meet the health requirements set
out- in the Korean-New Zedian
protocol. :

MAE national adviser exports
Jim Edwards said vesterday the
Korean protocol governing the im-
portation of deer from New Zea-
land was extremely difficult to
meet.

“We have to work hard to ensure
we maintain New Zealand's good

international animal health and-

welfare image and we must alwayvs
see that we meet the imperting
countries’ requirements,” Dr Ed-
wards said.

de for deer
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- velvet removal

A code of conduct for
the removal of deer ant-
: lers has been circulated to
e ; all deer farmers and
"\ yeterinarians.

‘ The code of recommen-
dations ‘and minimum
standards for velvet re-
moval is the result of two
vears work by a working

“party chaired by Pro-
* fessor David Blackmore,
chairman of the minis-

' terial Animal Welfare Ad-

[ ‘wisory Committee.

| The working group in-

i y tluded | representatives

from the Game Industry
Board, the New Zealand
Deer Farmers’ Associ-
ation, the New Zealand
Veterinary Association.
the deer branch of the
New Zealand Veterinary
Association and the Royal
New Zealand Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. 3

The code requires that
the removal of velvet ant-
lers may only be carried
out under veterinary
supervision.

Non-veterinarians will

=

be allowed to velvet har-
vest their own stags after
appropriate fraining and
assessment of com-
petence, using only ap-
proved methods of anaes-
thesia,

Removal of velvet with-
out veterinary supervis-
ion . and anaethesia is
likely to be considered a
contravention of the Ani-
mals Protection Act.

Inspectors will be war-
ranted under the act to
actively monitor and fol-
low up any allegations of

develvetting malpractice.

The Animals Remedies
Board is expected to have
an anaethesia training
programme for farmers
in place for the spring
1993 develvetting season.

Electrical and mechan-
ical techniques including
electro-immobilization,
acupuncture and tourni-
quet methods are not at
present approved and will
only be considered for
approval after sub-
mission of detailed sup-
porting scientific data.

S —




T

Mr McKay with two pure-bred bulls.

Wapiti trial may open new doors

Venison New Zealand is slaughtering Wapiti
atits Hastings plant in the hope of creating a new
niche export market.

A trial of 15 wapiti have been slaughtered and
are being exported to an up-market restaurant in
Quebec, Canada,

Venison New Zealand chairman Nigel Gould
said the company would pay a $6 schedule for
carcasses 80kg and heavier which contain 60 per
cent or more wapiti blood.

Havelock North wapiti breeder Dave McKay

said the trade would create the first New Zealand

sdaedukfocwapmasabzwdm:tsownngm
ltgavewspmanﬁmhty.whtdlunMﬂow
had only been slaughtered in the red deer

Brecdﬁswouldnobmbepﬁﬂﬁéd.for

L |4l

sending the heavier animals for slaughter, Mr
McKay said.

To take advantage of the red deer schedule
which pays a premium for 55kg to 65kg carcass-
es, wapiti breeders had to slaughter animals at
less than 10 months of age, Mr McKay said.

Killing at an early age meant breeders could
not realise breeding potential, he said.

The average weight of a lO-month-old wapiti
red deer cross bull is 95kg and 90kg for a cow.

Wapiti, or Canadian elk, were first brought
into New Zealand in the early 1900s and were
released in Fiordland for game hunting,

They are now mainly used for breeding to
;uﬁmsemrmsswelghtsofwddw Mr McKay

~ Venison New Zealand’s Hastings plant oper-

Rob Wilson said the company
hadbm!iab;ggerslaughtaboxtoldﬂwapm
The old slaughter box was not big enough to
cope with the large animals.

Extension costs were between $2000 and

It would be an exciting new venture for the
company if the wapm trial was successful, Mr
e

tsons deer agent Gordon Herrington
welcomed the new export as it gave wapiti
farmexsmoreopnons for their animals.
Anyﬁung new is good for the deer
industry.”

There were several Hawke’s Bay farmers with
wapmwhowouldbeabletotakeadvamageof'
the export market, Mr Herrington said.

New regu} t10ns will put

pressure on deer 1ndustry

Changes to German regulations
covering the killing and processing
of feral deer destined for that
market will cause inconvenience to
hunters and helicopter recovery

. operators.

The changes came into effect on
August 1.

Previously, feral deer had to be
presented at the Mossbirn and Te
Anau Taimex game depots com-
plete with heart, liver and kidneys.

The manager of Venison New
Zealand’s deer slaughter and pro-
cessing plant at Mossburn, Ian
Stewart, said the regulations now
required that, in addition, feral
deer carcasses must be presented
for inspection complete with the
tongue, gullet and lungs, including
windpipe and larynx. -

“This means that all feral deer
should arrive at Mossburn with the
head on so a proper inspection can
take place,” Mr Stewart said.

“This is a blow, especially to the
operators of helicopters, who see
this as another downward move in
the industry.

“With prices being at probably a
$2.70/kg average, helicopter recov-
ery operations are now very mar-
ginal.”

Mr Stewart said the demand for
feral deer in Europe had, however,
strengthened and operators were
hoping for a significant rise in
price in the near future.

If that did not come there was the

possibility helicopter recovery op-
erations might cease.

]

Mr Stewart recommended hun-
ters supplying feral deer should
make sure the carcasses were well
opened up around the neck area so
the carcass could cool down
quickly.

Te Anau helicopter recovery op-
erator Mark Hollows described the.
changed regulations as Just an-
other problem to overcome- in an
industry that has not been. d&m{g:
too well in the last fewiyears."

Operators had been aware of the
impending changes for some
months, he said.:

While the new imspection regu-
lations were going to be a headache
there was littte that.operators could
do and there was “net much use
making too much of a fuss.”



Planto g
on possum

TOUGHER stock movement controls
and a more efficiently co-ordinated re-
‘Sponse were essential to beat the tuber-
gulosis and possum problems, Conserva-
fion Minister Denis Marshall said yes-
terday.
~ The Government would expect all
~ sectors, including its own agencies, to
“get serious” about tuberculosis and
possums, he said.

There would be one nationally co-
ordinated but regionally agreed strate-
gy, not fragmented or conflicting ap-
proaches, said Mr Marshall, who is also
associate minister of agriculture.

Six of the last 10 outbreaks in en-
gemic areas had been caused by trans-
orting infected cattle, deer or feral
pigs to tuberculosis-free areas where
they infected local possums.

Stronger movement control provi-
sions would require all cattle and deer
more than 12 months old to have a pre-
movement test a maximum of 90 days
before being moved within or from
high-risk endemic areas, and all stock
moved from a property would have to
be accompanied by a note from the
farmer showing the required test had
been passed.

Mr Marshall said sustained control
over eight or more years was crucial if
tuberculosis was te be eradicated from
possums, with an initial reduction of 75

Tvercargill (PA). — A deer ex-
port deal involving Korean inter-
ests and Southland farmers went
sour last week when the animals
failed to meet animal health pro-
tocel requirements, MAF has

confirmed. :

A shipment of more than 900
Southland farm-raised red deer and
wapiti cross animals, destined for
Korean deer breeders, bad been
scheduled to leave Christchurch In-
ternational Airport on Wednesday.

But the ministers of agriculture
and Customs had announced two
days before controls put on live deer
exports under the Export Prohibition
Regulations.

The Minister of Customs, Mr
McCully, said the export of deer
would only be approved if they met
animal health thl::gq:.urements of the
i rting country.
lmImThe inister of Agriculture, Mr
Falloon, said animal health stan-
dards were set after negotiations

ej_tq, @gugh

By MURRAY WILLIAMS
Environment Reporter

per cent and “a severe maintenance re-
gime” keeping numbers at 40 per cent
of the original level.

Though the Conservation Department
was not liable for the control of pests
that caused or spread tuberculosis on
its land, the Government was aware of

farmers’ views and was prepared to

consider giving the department a larger
mandate to manage pests.

The Animal Health Board was devel-

oping a five-year strategic plan and a
draft discussion document would be dis-
tributed widely in October.

One goal would be to reduce the
number of movement-controlled herds
in tuberculosis-free areas from the pre-
sent figure of 0.45 per cent to 0.2 per
cent within three years. A second would
be a 50 per cent reduction in controlled
herds in infected areas over five years.

Compensation provisions were also
being rewritten, changing the system of
paying 45 per cent of market value on
the first two cattle reactors and 95 per
cent on subsequent reactors, to an aver-
age of 85 per cent on all reactors.

However, compensation in clear
areas would be only 40 per cent of fair
market value.

with the importing country. .
Korean agriculture officials had
apparently become aware of the in-
tended import of deer from New
Zealand which did not meet Korean
animal health standards.

Mr Falloon stressed if uncer-
tified animals were to arrive In
Korea from New Zealand they would
be either returned or slaughtered,
which might prove embarrassing to
both countries. :

The MAF chief veterinary of-
ficer, Dr Peter O'Hara, confirmed
last week the export of deer had been
scheduled but in no way did the
animals meet Korean agriculture re-
gquirements.

The animals had not been of-
ficially tested for tuberculosis and
had not been quarantined for 45 days,
Mr O’Hara said. .

One of the two Koreans organis-
ing the deal, Mr Duncan Kim, said in
Invercargill they were concerned the
export had been stopped at fthe last
moment.
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| ALL HUNTERS
Taimex: Trading Limited

'will open

their Venison

Depot at Tuatapere on Fri-.
day, Ocotober 2. .
Purchases will only be made
from Friday-Monday each

week.

{Prices up on last season.

HO NE 2266603 Tuatapere

o
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Venison S (cf[ql
L Fo9r week beginning September 7, 1992

Grade weights Fortex Mair Venison PPCS/

i Vi NZ.

] kg $/kg $/kg $/kg _ Sikg
AP Hind To 35 . 1.80 2.00 2.90 3.90
AP Hind 35-40 3.65 3.90 3.70 3.90
AP Hind ' 40-45 4.50 4.25 420 L. 480
AP Hind 45-50 5.05 5.10 4.95 490
AP Hind 50-55 5.80 5.80 5.80 " 5
AP Hind 55-60 5.80 5.90 5.90 51
AP Stag 45-50 5.25 5.30 5.05 530
AP Stag 50-55 6.00 6.00 5.90 5.80
AP Stag 55-60 6.00 6.10 6.00 5.90
AP Stag 60-65 6.00 6.10 6.00 5.80

B, Stag 65-70 5.35 5.35 5.90 5.80
AP Stag . 70-75 5,35+ 5.00 5.05 5.25
AP Stag = 7580 5.35 455 4.45 5.25
AP Stag = 80-85 5.35 4.35 4.45 5.25
AP Stag 85-100 3.80 3.55 3.50 4.65
AF1, AT 55-65 2.70 4.15 3.45 3.40
AF1, AT 75-85 2.70 3.20 2.95 3.40

:AF2 50-70 2.20 2.00 2.50 2.70

CHANGES:

MAIR: AP 'Stag/Hind 35-50kg +20c; 50-70kg +10c; 70-100kg

4 15elkng. AT under 40kg +30c; 4D-85kg +40c; 65-85kg +30c/kg.
EX AP Stag/Hind to 35kg +30c: 35-45kg + 10c; 45-S0kg and

65-85kg +25¢; 50=65kg + 15c/kg

PPCSFA;; grades +25c/kg.

NOTE: Only the main grades are shown, animals may be

downgraded for age, conformation, fat cover or guality

PR R R R

NOTES:

.1. The net venison prices are shown above in dollars per kg
carcass weight. The GIB levy (28c/kg) needs to be deducted along
with transport to works.

2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They
are ($ per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn $7, Kennington
$7.-Mair Hokitika:$7.85. PPCS Islington $5.00. ;
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Deer industry
must j cjjght

: 2
for fair share

of funding

Tb control and animal welfare are priorities in deer
research and the industry must be politically active to
ensure its fair share of research funds, Southland
farmer and New Zealand Deer Farmers Association
councillor Walter Somerville told a recent deer
conference at Massey University.

The deer industry, he said, could be “headed for
trouble” if research in those areas was cut back.

This would give customers, competitors and critics
reasons to become wary, to place tariffs or ban our
products.

“Animal health and growth will always rate high -
with farmers because they can be measured on the
farm in the form of increased profits,” he said.

_But research priorities must consider the percep-
tions and real returns to the producer.

They must be visible not only to the producer but
also to overseas customers, he said.

“It is important that we give clear signals to
researchers and scientists where we see our priorities.
The best method is for the industry to show direction
and then give grants to that research that meets the
criteria.” X

Mr Somerville said to ensure that it did receive a
fair share of available science funding the industry
had to be politically active and show research as a
good investment.

“We must show direction and reverse what appears
to _be the thinking behind the Ministry of Research,
Science and Technology STEP Panel, where they
suggest spending on deer research should be cut back
over the next five years.”

Tb eradication must be a first priority and was
possible, he said.

As a national disease with trade implications,
research for fighting Tb should obtain additional
funds from the Government, Mr Somerville said.



From car repairs
to handling deer —
are major changes
Alistair Mouat has
made in the past
month, and he’s
never been busier.

Alistair was the pro-
prietor of West Road

TR
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The Mouat' Deer Handling system is simple, efficient and easy to
operate. I*’= n~dded sides hold deer of all sizes without hurting them

Motors at Wallacetown,
Invercargill. He sold the
business last month
and took over the

- manufacturing of the

Hecton Sheep Handling
system and his own in-
vention, the Mouat
Deer Handling System.

The deer handler is a

T

LS

simple, easy to operate
system developed by
Alistair and based on
an idea from his brother
who farms deer in the
North Island.

“The crush is aimed
at the smailer deer
farmer but it is in use
on some larger farms

_and seems to be ade-

‘quate for them also,’
Alistair said.

As the deer handling
system is new to the
marketplace, Alistair
realised he would have
to have something else
to manufacture and
market as well. He
decided to purchase the
rights to manufacture
the Hecton Sheep

" Deer
cha
re-elected

handling system from
John Hecton. -

Mr Hecton will re-
main with the company

and will be in charge of

marketing the units
throughout New

Zealand and Australia.

“We have full patent
rights for both countries
and the Hecton sheep
handler is now one of
the most popular units
sold in these countries”

New deer handler

The sheep handler is
manufactured in Inver-
cargill andis in demand
in this partief the coun-
try also. Alistair
already has érders right
through to November.

There have also been
several orders for the
deer crush from
Southland and con-
siderable interest from
throughout the South
Iskalnd‘ o

istair said he s+
happy fo d?;ﬁﬁbamate sErat
the units in on- farm
situations.

“They have several
advantages over. some
other units as there is
no need for electricity.
The units are com-
petitively priced and
are very quiet to
operate so they dont
scare the animals,” he
said.

The Mouat Deer
Handling system is"of
steel construction and
has padded sides which
close around the animal
to hold it firmly without
hurting it. The whole
crush can be easily
operated by one man,
another of the big at-
tractions for the small

. operator.

-Alistair has already
got seven of the crushes
in operation from
Rotorua to Riverton .

«2_[Ioju2
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an

"and the silent operation reduces stress.

Brieﬂy

Tb-suspect tags likely 1{[0 [qL

HAMILTON — The reintroduction of white ear tags
for cattle in herds suspected of having tuberculosis is
being considered by the Animal Health Board. A
tagging scheme, like the one discarded nine years ago
after reducing the incidence of the disease, will be
presented to farmers’ regional animal health
representatives next month. A survey of the 14
regional animal health committees revealed 12 in
favour of wanting all animals tested within 90 days of
movement off the farm, in any area. The scheme

would likely require all cattle being tagged in a herd if

any showed a positive reaction to the test. — NZPA

Venison hygiene

WELLINGTON — High hygiene standards were
needed in the deer industry to limit the spread of
bacteria that could cause human illness, Massey
University researcher Edwin Bosi says. Mr Bosi, a post
graduate in veterinary study, said two species of
yersinia, a common deer bacteria, could cause severe
abdominal pain and diarrhoea in humans. People
handling deer or deer products could ingest the
‘bacteria themselves or allow the venison to become
contaminated if they had poor hygiene practices. Mr
Bosi said a year’s research found low levels of harmful
bacteria contamination in deer carcasses (one in 321)
after slaughter. Both the harmful species were able to
multiply without oxygen and at low temperatures.
They could survive long after being frozen and
multiply rapidly when returned to usual refrigeration
temperatures. Cooking them at 60 degrees C for a
minute would kill them. — NZPA

R |

Spurhead deer farmer,
Harry Robinson was re-

 elected chairman of the

Southland Branch of the
New Zealand Deer Far-
mers Association at a re-
cent executive meeting.

Neville Cunningham,

. South Hillend was re-

elected vice-chairman.

Executive members
are: George Orr and Peter
Mclntyre (Eastern South-
land); Murray Mec-
Whirter, Johann Groters,
David Peak, Geoff Gill

- (Western Southland); Ken

Buckingham, Bruce Story

T(Southern Southland);
Peter Swann, David Stev-
ens (Northern South-
land), Dave Lawrence
(Central Southland —
Veterinary Association);
Ewan Burnett, Colin Mac-
nicol (Mid-Southland);
Joe Wilson (Invercargill);
Walter Somerville
(NZDFA Council); Peter
Ryan (honorary member);
Geoff Erskine (represent-
ing stock firms).

Sub-committees have

been set up to organize
velvet pools, show and
field days, animal health,
publicity, droving, nat-
ional velvet and hard ant-
ler awards and awards
dinner.

The executive has rec-
ommended that the
branch hold two velvet
pools this season, in the
last week of November
and again before Christ-
mas.

Suggestions for the
deer farmers’ display at
the Southland A and P
show in December in-
clude a theme of oriental
medicine.

The World Deer Con-
gress will be held in
Christchurch next Febru-
ary. Two pre-congress *
tours including visits to
several Southland deer
farms. are planned.

Th executive has dis-
cussed a range of subjects
including animal health
issues, livestock taxation,
export of live animals to
Korea and velveting
drugs.

_—
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| IThe Department of Conservation
| getting tough with farmers who
ﬁtdomeatic goats loose on conser-
vation land.
1 . +
'DOC is warning farmers it will
dbstroy the goats and charge them
for the destruetion. .
| ISouthland Regional conservator
Rerry Mawhinney said vesterday
gnat numbers had increased signif
eintly in recent years and wew
seriously modif ying areas of native
vegetation.
IMr Mawhinney said the probl:m
' was inadequate fencing standads,
maintenance of boundary
B fences and loss of interest in farme
f

R b

DOC getf%

ing feral-type goats.

The department, he said, had
tried education and consultation
but the message was obviously not
getting through.

“It is time to take a tough ap-
proach.”

Mr Mawhinney said animals
would be destroyed when encoun-
tered on conservation land, owners
would be identified and fined, and
costs of destruction recovered.

Sightings of goats in reserves and
national parks should be reported
to DOC so measures could be taken
quickly to restrict damage to the

g tough
over straying goats

native flora, Mr Mawhinney said.

“DOC had destroyed goats in the
past in consultation with farmers
and individuals, but at our cost and
expense of time and effort. Now we
have really got to bring it home to
farmers that it is their respons-
ibility.”

Some of the worst-affected areas
were the Dean Forest, Takitimu
Mountains and Leithen Bush, near
the Waikaia forest.

There were several acts which
DOC could prosecute under, he
said, including National Parks,
Scenic Reserve and Wild Animal
Control acts.

J—.-"—im—

i

. _')—r ".
Vef\?e{lﬂ;lgées
~ dropping

The Game Industry |
Board reports that after
;two weeks of the velvet
season predictions on
prices had largely come :
true. 1
Top grade prices are
about 30 percent lower |
than at the same time last |
yvear and lower grades
have dropped 46 percent
on 1991. GIB velvet mar- |
“keting manager Collier
. Isaacs said the season had
started much as expected.
However, given the pres- |
ent market conditions the
top A B and C o
were holding u *":;,! '

reasonably well. « "
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‘Top deer prize

comes south

Waimatua deer farmers Alan and Joe
Wilson vesterday took out the major
award at the 1992 national deer velvet
and hiard antler competition ahead of 35
entries.

The national velvet competition,
which is organized by the Southland
branch of the New Zealand Deer Far-
mers Association, is the premier event
for the country’s deer farmers.

The awards function was held: at
Ascot Park Hotel in Invercargill last
night.

Sponsorship by Air New Zealand,
which flew velvet free of charge from
all over the country, contributed to a

. ‘significant’lift in entries this year.

Southland NZDFA branch chairman
Harry Robinson said he had been
amazed at the improvement in the
quality of velvet entered in the compe-
tition. :

Results:

Open (Wrightson Trophy) A and J Wilson,
Ingor Deer Farms (Waimatua, imported red) 1, W

Deer f eu;
outyelvet pri

Calder, M J Bringans, D Lawrence and W W Day
Partnership (wapiti-elk) 2; N and S Cunningham
(South Hillend, wapiti) 3.

Pure NZ red: P Fraser (Rotorua) 1, J and W
Gregory (Richmond) 2, W Kane (Oamaru) 3.

Wapiti-elk (Alpine Trophy): W Calder, M J
Bringans, D Lawrence and W W Day Partnership
1, Nand S Cunningham 2, R H Robertson (Kurow)
3.

Imported red (Deer Game Services Cup): A and
J Wilson 1, European Deer Services (Putaruru) 2,
D H and L M Stevens (Balfour) 3.

Hard antler (Landcorp Trophy): R H Robertson
and Stanfield Oaks (Hamilton) equal 1, R H
Robertson 3.

Three-year red (Foveran Deer Park Trophy): A
and J Wilson 1, Rau, Hogg, Hennessy Partnership
(Gisborne) 2, D H and L M Stevens 3.

Thres-vear wapiti-elk: N and S Cunningham 1,
R H Robertson 2, I H Pullar (Winton) 3.

Maiden NZ red (KPTA Trophy): P Fraser
(Rotorua) 1, J and W Gregory 2, A and J Wilson
3

Maiden NZ wapiti-elk: R Buckley (Featherston)
1, R N Jennings (Awarua) 2, M J and J L Bringans
(Winton) 3. / A

Southland section — Red only: M J Gill, B J and
R S Marshall (Otautau) 1, D H and L M Stevens 2,
Swann family (Lumsden) 3. s

Southland section — Wapiti-elk only: W Calder,
M J Bringans, D Lawrence, W W Day Partnership
1, N and S Cunninghami2, R N Jennings 3.,

mers riding

Peter Ryan
honoured

‘Otautau deer farmer Peter Ryan was last night
awarded life membership of the Southland i
branch of the New Zealand Deer Farmers Associ-
ation.

The award was made at the national velvet
competition awards function held at Ascot Park
Hotel in Invercargill.

In announcing the award, association council-
lor Walter Somerville said it was given in
recognition of Mr Ryan’s work and dedication to
the New Zealand deer industry.

Mr Ryan had been deeply involved in many
far-reaching activities on behalf of deer farmers
since entering the industry in the early 1970s.

He was instrumental in introducing blood
testing of deer for Tb control and fought
strenuously for a fair and equitable system of
livestock tax for deer. '

«“Never once in all he did, did Peter Ryan think
of what was in it for him,”” Mr Somerville said.

Mr Ryan is also a former NZDFA Southland
branch chairman and a New Zealand Deer
Farmers Association national councillor.
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Christopher John Lawren
Lumsden farmer, was finédc§§;5g.
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i Supmertideerfarmers are-riding
outaslump in velvet prices as they
% begin the new selling season.

Russian reindeer velvet has been
floeding the Korean market where
New Zealand sells most of its prod-
uct, and early season prices here
have been down about 30 percent

| on last year.

The season ‘started early last
month and most stags will have.
\their velvet cut by Christmas.
New Zealand Deer Farmers A§

apout.-2¢. rennes ol that has heon
sold.

Korean buyers in New Zeaiand
were also hamstrung because they
have been unable to buy much. The
Korean government is yet to an-

, nounce its check price ot which
- buyers will obtain letters of eredit
from their banks. .

Prices to date have been up to
about $140 a kilogram for top grade
product this season, and down to

,‘about $45 for the lowest grade.
Three years ago prices were as high

sociation Southland branch chail ;s €300 a kilogram.

man Harry Robinson said vestels)

day farmers realized they v.w:r's;1

viulnerable by supplying only one
major market.

He estimated that of about 500
tonnes of velvet expected on the
market this season, 300 tonnes
would have already been cut. Only

#Mr ‘Robinson said prices had

uctuated in recent years, but this
had been partially offset by higher
yields. 5

About 15 years.ago when he first
started farming deer, animals were
producing only 1 to 2kg.

Top New Zealand siacs sroaspmess

duced about 6kg, with some heads
up to 8kg last year.

Mr Robinson believes one way to
get on top of the fickle Kore=an
market would be to educate V
erners of the benefits of deer veis
Velvet is used in a variely o
Korean medicines and is reputedly
an aphrodisiac.

Awarua farmer Ray dJennings
said he had learned to take the good
with the bad in the deer industry.

Mr Jennings farins a nerd of up
to 3000 deer and this year expects to
cut about 3 tonnes of velvet:

The lower price had not had
caused any sericus problems and
had been offset by a stable venison
market, he said.

Stock he could not sell last vear
were Kkilled for the venison market.

b ariad
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| | Harry Robinson, of Spurhead, near Dacre, holds about 5kg of velvet cut from one his stags. The price of velvet has opened this season about 30 pere:
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z.*r Ministry reviews:

deer practices

HASTINGS

Docking and deer de-
velveting practices could be
reviewed under new animal
welfare legislation, accord-
ing to Hastings Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries
Quality district manager Ru
Davis.

An age limit could be imposed for
the docking of lamb tails and some
new rules governing the de-
velveting of stags could also be
introduced under the law, Mr Davis
said.

Agriculture Minister John Fall-
oon said drafting instructions for
the new legislation, to be called the
Animal Welfare Act, would be
issued early this year.

The Government had given this
review of the Animals Protection
Act priority and Cabinet had ap-
proved policy proposals from his
ministry, Mr Falloon said.

Mr Davis said the docking of
dairy cows and dogs as well as
lambs could be covered by the
legislation.

Deer de-velveting was also being
carefully serutinized because of the
nature of the operation which was
banned in some couniries, includ-
ing Britain. i

LT

A local anaesthetic is applied
around the base of a stag’s antler to
prevent pain and the velvet is then
removed.

Most deer de-velveting was done
by vets but some farmers were now
being taught how to do it.

The new legislation was likely to
review the question of training
people to remove the velvet from
stags, Mr Davis said.

Farmers who cared for their
stock had little to fear from the
impending legislation.

“They are aware that an animal
that is well cared for is a pro-
ductive animal,” he said.

However, farmers . should be
aware that many of the measures
likely to be included under the new
act already existed as codes of
animal welfare.

Codes governing the welfare of
sheep, dairy cattle, deer, goats and
bobby calves were already avail-
able.

New codes covering the transport
of animals within New Zealand, a
code of welfare for pigs and the
transport of deer were in prep-
aration.

“There is much information in
existence that would be of interest

to a farming operation which far-

gmrs- need to seek out and apply,”
P

The codes included the basic
provision of fodder, water and shel-
ter for animals. They also covered
the behavioural needs of the
species and the requirements that
have to be met if the animal is to be
used by humans. } '

A bill had been introduced late
last year which increased the maxi-
mum court fines for ecruelty to
animals by 400 percent. j

The bill zlso gives the courts the
power to disqualify people from
having custody of an animal after
receiving a conviction for an ani-
mal cruelty offence. _

“The fines reflect an awareness
of animal welfare, the seriousness
which society views acts of animal
cruelty and it has raised the-
ties as a result,” Mr Davis said. L

Animal welfare legisiation could:
be a double-edged sword in over-
seas markets because -groups
within those countries could inter-
pret it as they saw fit. "

“It can be used to assist in
mounting trade barriers against us
on the grounds that we're not a
clean, green and humane society.”

On the other hand if New Zealand
was seen as a humane society, this
could be used to its advantage when
selling products overseas. r

The new legislation was designed
to assist this cause, Mr Davis
said. — NZPA . '
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NEW PLYMOUTH

The latest moves by the Animal Health
Board to eradicate bovine tuberculosis will
have wide-ranging repercussions for farmers
and farm-servicing industries alike.

Regions with the highest status in freedom
from Tb may have trouble sourcing replace-
ment stock or breeding animals from en-

r demic areas such as the central North Island,
south-eastern North Island, the West Coast of
the South Island, the Clarence-Wajau region,
and Central and coastal Otago.

' Stock and station agencies, transport oper-
ators, meat processors and others will have
' extra responsibilities under new regulations,
in which the documented health status of
eattle and deer will determine where stock
may travel and what can happen to them
when they get there.
‘ While a number of new laws on Th<ame
| into effect on October 1, one part of the
overall stratesy still to be decided upon by
the Animal Health Board is expected to have
a dramatic impact on stock tradifg within
non-endemic regions such as Tapnaki.
Regions which achieve the mdst-favoured

“nrotected area’ status given /0 the Bay of
P?enty and Northland will find the ability of

New anti-T

o
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stock companies to source cattle from out-
side the region severely limited.

Incoming stock, according to the proposal,
could be sourced from only non-endemic
areas; Tbh-accredited herds and would require
testing within 30 days of entering a new area.

In Taranaki, for instance, industry ob-
servers fear the drop in cattle numbers
coming into the region would mean half of
the region’s freezing works would close.

An advantage would be that some freezing
works could declare they did not kill Tb-
infected stock, and this would be an incen-
tive for farmers to assist in eradicating the
disease.

’ Nationally, there are five main endemic
areas, and some 30 percent of New Zealand
has pesistent Tb infection in farmed cattle
and deer as a result of the disease being
present in feral species.

At present, 13 percent of all cattle herds
and 11 percent of the country’s deer herds
are in the five endemic areas.

The movement of stock poses a significant
risk in spreading Tb. Six of the past 10
outbreaks have occurred as the result of
moving infected stock. 9

NZ ven;;l

nnow
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lampaign |
stock flow

The Animal Health Board has set three
targets in its five-year strategic plan:

® To reduce the number of movement
controlled herds (cattle and deer) in non-
endemic areas from the current 0.45 percent
to the internationally accepted 0.2 percent
within five years.

® To reduce the number of movement-
controlled herds by more than 30-50 percent
in the five major endemic areas.

® To reduce the number of animals which
test positive to Tb (the reactors) within
endemic areas by 50-70 percent,

The board will spend about $21 million in
its first year of operation, with the bulk of
the funding coming from farmer levies on
cattle ($15.22m) and a Government grant for
feral animal control ($4.4m).

At the heart of the new regulations is
card system, which will document the heal
status of stock. Use of the cards will be
compulsory whenever stock are moved from
one site to another in endemic regions and,
additionally, before deer or cattle can be
moved they must be Tb-tested 90 days
beforehand.

An exception to the rule applies if stock are
destined for immediate slaughter.

For non-endemic areas the use of Tb status
cards is voluntary.

The card system, it’s claimed, means
buyers, agents or graziers will be well-
informed about the stock they’re dealing
with.

Not only will they know whether stock
have been tested and what the Tb status is,
but they can also find out where the stock
came from and if the animals were born on
the property. Age details will also be cited.

named

Deer farmers have delved into their
Latin books to come up with an export
brand name for New Zealand farm
raised venison.

“Cervena” is a combination of the
latin word for deer — cervidae — and
the word for deer meat — venison —
which evolved from Latin.

The Game Industry Board has been
developing the brand name for two
years.

Board chief executive Richard Janes
unveiled the brand name last night in
Wellington, saying it had been tested
extensively in key northern hemisphere
markets.

Seven companies, representing 95
percent of venison exports, are fran-
chised to use the name.

Mr Janes said the brand was targetted
at emerging markets, such as the US,
rather than established markets like
Germany.

It translated well into several lang-

ervella

In the year to September 1992 venison
exports were $104 million, a 92 percent
increase on the previous 12 months.

Speaking at the National Velvet
awards function at Ascot Park Hotel in
Invercargill last night, GIB representa-
tive Collier Issacs said since the develop-
ment of deer farming in the early 1970s
farm-raised venison had become known
for its tender, mild yet distinctive taste
compared with the “gamey” flavour of
feral deer.

Ways had to be found to market farm
raised venison effectively in the world’s o

At public auctions all information on the
cards must be made available to potential
buyers, and after the 'sale of stock, cards

- must accompany the stock to the buyer’s
property.

Where lines are split for sale, stock agents

i are required to either duplicate the infor-
mation received from the vendor on to
special stock-agent cards or photocopy the
original. "
| Transport operators will be required to
obtain the documentation before collecting
stock and hand it over on delivery. If there is
no documentation, stock can not be moved.

The new laws come with teeth, and penal-

~ties to be imposed from January 1, 1993 range

markets, he said. v from returning stock to tfh_e owner at their

; : ¥ . ; own expense to imposing fines of up to $5000

be'grfiot%sriﬁgzre%f r?eossilibdl-e namesghad d or prosecuting under the Fair Trading Act if
The solttion had been o settle for 4. false information is supplied. — NZPA

distinctive brand name that markets &
would associate with quality and at the
same time would protect the place of
New Zealand venison.

The name finally selected would
suggest a product unique to New Zea-
land and avoid confusion or association’
with venison produced in other coun-

uages, he said.

Venison New Zealand more than
doubled its pre-tax profit to $1.7
million in the year to June 30,
chairman Nigel Gould says in the
annual report.

Aftertax profit of $1.1 million
represented a return of 26 percent
on average shareholders’ funds,
enabling the company to pay a 6
percent dividend and 4.5 percent
rebate, and to make a one-for-10
bonus issue to its 900 deer farmer
shareholders.

Venison
increase

tries, he said.

G/

Sales increased 53 percent to $29

« million.

Venison NZ expected its new
plant at Mossburn to be completed
next month, Mr Gould said.

The company, responsible for
about a third of the country’s
venison exports, had completed a
major upgrade of its Hastings plant
and built a new plant at Feilding.

Mr Gould expressed some uncer-
tainty for the future, however,
centred on extreme movements in
the availability of livestock.

NZ profit
to$1.1m

“The general consensus is that
while again there may be a short-
age of prime livestock in the 1993
spring, it is quite likely that a
combination of factors will contrib-
ute to an over-supply situation
early in the new year.”

Nevertheless the company was
budgeting to lift sales to more than
$50 million, and with the plant
development programme com-
pleted or under way, would be well
placed to maintain its position as
the industry’s dominant exporter,
Mr Gould said.

i




Two truck drivers convicted

2 2‘/ q’;zLEXANDRA

Two Cromwell truck drivers
have been convicted of failing to
ensure deer being transported
from farm properties to slaugh-
ter plants were provided with
comfortable and secure accom-
modation.

In the Alexandra District
Court yesterday Deon Andrew
Stafford, aged 28, a driver for
Cromwell Transport Ltd,
pleaded guilty to the charge.

The Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries brought the pros-
ecutions and Judge Ron Young,
of Dunedin, ordered Stafford to

Judge Young said 15 of 100
deer being transported from
Central Otago to the Fortex
Seafield plant by Stafford on
March 19 died and others were
affected by the journey.

It was clear problems arose
because of inappropriate pen-
ning of the stock, which included
mixing stags and hinds.

Proper loading to ensure ani-
mal safety was the responsibility
of the driver. But farmers also
needed to be educated how to
prepare stock for transpert.

If stock were in poor condition
it was, however, difficult for a
driver to refuse to transport
animals for a farmer, he said.

Vernon John Wells Reid, aged
42, who also worked for
Cromwell Transport, was con-
victed and ordered to pay $800
towards MAF's ' piosecution
costs.

Reid pleaded not guilty to a
charge of failing to ensure deer
transported on a truck and
trailer unit between Cromwell
and Mossburn on March 19 were
not provided with comfortable
and secure accommodation.

The court was told one deer
had died and five others stag-
gered off the truck and trailer
driven by Reid when it arrived at
Venison' New Zealand’s Moss-

pens would usually hold 10 and
12 deer, but each pen had 14 in it.

AAnother deer died during the
night and three others died as
they walked to the slaughter box
the next morning.

A contract vet working at the
plant, Laurens Moolenaar, said
of the 93 that survived the trip, a
s__lgnlflcant number had suffered
bremature rigor, mortis within
five ‘minutes  of killing, which
downgraded the meat. More than
two or three cases of premature
rigor mortis a month was un-
usual. -

Deér had also suffered hair’
loss, abrasions and internal
bleeding, probably due to over-

pay,-',. $750 towards its costs. burn p'roces'_sging plant. The truck

crowding and trampling, he said.

Pat on iﬁ}e back for
NZ deer Industry -

He recalled a forecast made 20
years ago that the deer industry-
would be equal to or stronger than
-the beef industry by the year 2000
was then condemned as being hope-
lessly optimistic.

Minister of Finance Ruth Rich- -
ardson said plotting the deer indus-
try’s development was like plotting
the economy’s fortunes. s

. “Deer farming is an exciting and
important part of New Zealand’s
effort to strengthen and diversify
its trading performance,” she said.

Enterprises such as the deer in-
dustry had prospered in the new
economic climate pitched to create

CHRISTCHURCH

The country’s deer indus-
try vesterday gave itself a
“pat on the back” for turn-
ing a national environmental
problem into an asset earn-
ing $200 million a year.

The industry’s growth from noth-
ing: 20 vears ago was the topic of
yesterday’s sessions at the World

ATTENTION HUNTERS
THE ROAR IS COMING
The Wild Game Depot
|GD261 will be open to re-
ceive deer from Friday,

April 2, 1893

Please note that game will
'|only be accepted from 3pm
| Fridays-5pm Mondays.
Your support is needed.

Yet export earnings from deer
had continued to rise and the
country’s farms now had 2 million
deer, he said.

Sir Peter said the deér industry,

Deer Congress, which opened at 3 i an environment in  which Contact Agent G Muldrew
¢ ress, y adopting new techniques and : X ntact Agen
Lincoln University. attitudes, had been a catalyst for felrcl)‘ilrreils)ﬁeneurlal e & matapere,mm ==

Congress chairman Sir Peter
Elworthy told the 500 delegates that
the industry’s pioneers recognized
the value of capturing deer in the
wild for sale to farmers.

“In 1975 you could land a deer
frem the wild on a farm for $150.
The value doubled each year until
1980 when more than $2000 was
being paid for good quality red deer

other farming and agricultural pro-
cessing and marketing industries.

Its determination to separate its
product from the entrenched indus-
tries had a widespread influence.

Sir Peter said deer farmers had
confidence in the country’s econ-
omy and were looking forward to
reaping the rewards of export pro-

Deer farmers were the ultimate
entrepreneurs and risk takers,
Miss Richardson said. .

Deer Farmers’ Association
?President James Guild said prices
for deer had crashed in the last
seven years.

Prices for hinds which peaked at
$4000 a head in 1985 had dropped to

hinds,;’ Sir Peter said.
LR

ductivity.

Scheme quick

Tb control schemes ad-
ministered by MAF Qual-
ity Management quickly
reduce the incidence of the
disease found in domestic
livestock and feral ani-
mals.

Evidence of that was presented
to the Federated Farmers (South-
land) meat and wool section
meeting on Monday by MAFQual
Invercargill district manager
livestock services Brian Buicher.

While all feral animals could
be carriers of Tb, possums were
the main target.

Southland had six feral animal
schemes in operation with the
largest in the Hokonui Hills, an
area that had a large conirol
scheme in the mid-1970s to re-
duce the numbers of feral pigs,
cats, possums, ferrets and deer,
he said.

The initial results of that
scheme were “quite outstand-
ing,” Mr Butcher said.

But Tb had returned to the
area — “Because we didn’t do it
right the first time. We've
learned a great deal since the
1970s.

“Then it was felt that one
major programme would reselve
the Th problem and there was no
major follow up, which is the
key to the success of any Tb
control scheme.”

The numbers of cattle and deer
herds that had Tb outbreaks and
become movement control herds,
had initially fallen from 70 to

of

By JOHN CUTT

two as a result of the first control
scheme, but numbers have been
rising steadily since the mid-
1980s.

Mr Butcher said the Hokonui
scheme was estimated to cost
$500,000 with a further $150,000 a
year required for follow-up
work.

The small Tb control scheme
at Fortification was considered
an example of what could be
achieved to control Tb, he said.

Tb was first identified on one
property there in 1985 and a pos-
sum control programme put in
place in 1988. No further Tb had
been found since .1990 and
MAFQual hoped to be able to de-
clare the area no longer Tb
endemic by the end of the year.

Other schemes also reduced
the incidence of Tb outbreaks.

Mr Butcher said the fact the
Southland Regional Council had
agreed to fund 53 percent of
possum Tb maintenance work in
the province showed the commit-
ment the council had to solving
the problem and guaranteed
existing schemes would con-
tinue.

Southland had 40 cattle and 12
deer herds under Tb movement
control.

Council rural services commit-
tee chairman Bruce Paterson
said the council had a possum
control management plan which
aimed to control possums and

$15(_) last year. — NZPA

'y controls Tb

An example of a Tb lesion found in a possum. Po§sums
carrying the disease can quickly spread it to other animals,

especially cattle and deer.

achieve a Tb-free status for the
province by the year 2003.

Ten percent of the council’s
pest rates went towards possum
control, he said. -

Mr Paterson described Tb as
the greatest risk to New Zea-
land’s agricultural exports.

In addition to feral animals,
such as possums, spreading Tb
to domestic livestock, Mr Pater-
son said farmers were often to
blame for the disease spreading
into other areas by not buying
Tb-free stock or isolating bought-
in stock until a clear Tb test was
achieved. :

He suggested it was aiso up to
farmers to control possums on
their own properties to protect
themselves.

Mr Butcher outlined the re-
cently introduced compulsory Tb
declaration card system for the
movement* of cattle and deer
from Tb declared movement con-
trol areas.

At present it was voluntary for
farmers in clear areas to use the
cards when moving caitle and
deer off their properties for sale.
But the cards might eventually
become compulsory for all far-
mers.

Mr Butcher advised legislation
provided for MAFQual livestock
officers to audit farmers’ declar-
ation records and check the re-
cords of stock offered for sale at
public saleyards. There was also
provision for fines and penalties
under both the Animals Act and
the Fair Trading Act.




Concern deer herd
not tested /f or Tb

i

By JOHN CUTT

Reports a Southland deer
herd slipped through the
MAF-administered Tb con-
trol scheme concern the
Southland Regional Animal
Health Advisory Committee.

The Animal Health Board oper-
ates the national Tb eradication
scheme and contracts its functions
to MAF Quality Management.

Regional advisory committees
help in the administration of nat-
jonal policy, most notably in the
formulation of Tb eradication pro-
grammes.

MATF is responsible for keeping a
register of all cattle and deer herds,
their Tb status and the testing of
animals.

Tb testing of both cattle and deer
is compulsory and MAF has statu-
tory powers to ensure farmers
comply.

Regional advisory committee
chairman Lindsay Wards said the

MAF Qual veterinarian Gavin
Struthers said while there had been
suggestions of other cases of non-
compliance, none had been sub-
stantiated.

“As far as we can find out we’'ve
got everyone under test.

“It is up to all farmers, vets and
stock agents to let us know if
anyone is not testing so we can put
them on the Tb surveillance
scheme. !

“If we’ve missed anyone, we
would like to find out.”

But it was in deer farmers’ and
cattle farmers’ own interests that
they complied with the eradication
scheme regulations.

Mr Struthers said MAF had not
had to use its statutory powers to
ensure compliance. .

“But it is quite likely we may
have to and if we have to then we
will.”

Tb status declaration card

inaction causing concern

committee was disappointed to
learn a mob of stags had not been
Tb-tested.

But by the time the case was
reporied the stags were in the
middle of the roar — mating season
— and it would have been danger-
ous to both the animals and hand-
lers to try and test them.

“As much as we hate to accept
that, we have to,” Mr Wards said.

Because of that, the deer could
not be safely tested for Tb until
June.

Mr Wards said it was totally
unacceptable that farmers should,
for whatever reason, not register
their animals under the Tb eradi-
cation scheme.

“The committee is extremely
angry that we still have got herds
that are not being tested.”

Southland cattle and deer far-
mers appear reluctant to fill in
their Tb status declaration cards.

The status card system has
been introduced by the Animal
Health Board as a means of con-
trolling the spread of bovine Tb.

For cattle and deer farmers in
Tb-declared movement control

MAF Quality Management dis-
trict manager, livestock, Brian
Butchér said around 120 South-
land farmers came under the
compulsory scheme.

These farmers have a legal
responsibility to complete new
cards whenever they move stock
off their farms, even to other

ted by bovine Tb, that there is no
need for them to complete the
status cards when they either
sell or send stock to slaughter.
A MATF survey of recent ‘calf
sales in the province has re-

vealed that less than 20 percent

of farmers in “free” areas are
using the cards.

voluntarily the regional commit-
tee will have no option but to
fight to have the use of all cards
made compulsory.

“We must all make a deter-
mined effort to keep further Tb
infection out of the province,
ensure that our already clear
areas remain clear and eradicate

ared 1 properties they might own — This has concerned both MAF Tb  from the province
areas, filling in the status cards guch a5 a run-off or fattening and the Southland Regional Ani- ~altogether.”
is now compulsory before stock pigek.

can be moved out of the area for
either sale or slaughter.

For farmers in Tb “free” areas
the card system is voluntary.

Books of status cards and ex-
planatory letters were sent to
farmers in declared’ Tbi areas
before Christmas and farmersiin
other areas, known to have cattle’
or deer received their infor-
mation packs in March.

o TLE

“As far as we are aware, these
farmers appear to be using the
cards and using them correctly,”
he said.

“For these farmers the system
seems to be working reasonably
well.”

But the problem is that far-
mers outside the Tb-declared
areas appear to think that be-
cause they are not directly affec-

mal Health Committee.

Committee chairman Lindsay
Wards ceonsidered the problem
was one of apathy.

“I’'m disappointed that in spite
of publicity and personal letters
to farmers that they still appear
to be ignoring the seriousness of
Tb and what the card system is
designed for,” he said.

“Unless farmers respond
quickly and start using the cards

Mr Wards said buyers of cattle
and deer should start demanding
vendors complete a Tb status
declaration card.

It was encouraging to hear that
this had started to happen and
some farmers were refusing to
accept stock unless their Tb
status was known, he said.

“Buyer demand rather than
legislation is the best way to
make this system work.”

Tb campaign working

, Venison
!.Grade Weights Fortex Mair Veni;on PPCS/ . : .
l ok $kg The Animal Health Board believes its ~ “While these results are positive we
jui kg $/kg $/kg 4 Bg e farmer education campaign on bovine certainly haven’t reached that objective
AP Hind  30-35 2.80 i;g o 4.40 Tb is beginning to pay off. yet.
AP Hind 3540 e 4.80 450 5.18 A survey conducted by the board “Some farmers are still buying stock
AP Hind ig'gg 2132 530 4.80 5.18 shows farmers have become more and not asking about their Tb status.
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CHANGES: in the field to educate farmers about Th

MAIR: AP/AT Stag/Hind  40-50kg +15¢/kg; 50-70kg

+ 10c/kg.
PPCS: All hind grades +10c/kg
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NOTES:
'.1 The netvenison prices are shown &

bove in doliars per kg carcass weight.

is worthwhile,” 'board chairman
Richard Alspach said.

~ “Our objective is to build an attitude
among farmers that Tb is unacceptable
and to have every farmer take respons-

“I Tb was used as a non-fariff trade
barrier the impact would be widespread.
These companies have recognized that
are are taking responsibility.

“What we need now is for every

- farmer, stock agent and transport oper-
ator to do likewise,” Mr Alspach said.

with transport o works

ducted. They are (5 per head]
e need ale air. Hokitika §7.85. PPCS

The GIB levy (28c/kg) needs to be deducted along
ins jion ¢ % it
Sial‘i.::l‘ggﬂ!‘éhig:nwuz Mossburn 57, Kennington 57,
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ibility for stopping Tb.
——
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velvet are helping speed his recovery from sports injuries.

Deer velyetf just the tonic
according to Henderson

Southland rugby flanker Paul
Henderson, who was plagued with
injuries last year, is 'singing the
praises of deer velvet tonic as a way
of speeding recovery.

Henderson is so taken with the
product he is putting his name to
its promotional material. -

Henderson was, introduced to the
tonic last year by Invercargill-
based Silberhorn International
founder and director Peter Beadle.

An early season groin injury and
a broken thumb received while
playing for the All Blacks against
New South Wales last vear were
taking their toll on Henderson’s
fitness. But after using ‘the deer
velvet tonic he found his recovery

rate improved remarkably.

The pain was lessened and he
was playing again after three and
a-half weeks, having earlier ex-
pected to be off for up to eight
weeks.

By KIRSTY MACNICOL

Last Wednesday he strained a
calf muscle while playing for the
New Zealand Divisional XV against
Hawkes Bay and did not expect to
be fit again fo play against Welling-
ton on Sunday. He did, ard credits
his quick recovery to the deer

- velvet tonic.

Southland artist Peter Beadle dis-
covered the tonic, an old Chinese
recipe, about seven years agb and
made it for his father to relieve
arthritis and rheumatism.

Since he launched the conpany,
Silberhorn International . Lid, its
use in relieving sports injures and
as a general tonic has become¢ more
widespread. ;

Silberhorn marketing manager
Marie Callander said many feople
who used it regularly found they
were sleeping better and genaally
felt better.

T . e e A TR

Southland rugby player Paul Henderson, who is finding that the natural vitamins and minerals in &e‘er

Picture: KARA MATHESON

Mrs Callander put this down to
the many vitamins and minerals
the tonic boasted that people often
missed in their diets. .

The tonic also contained the nat-
ural hormones and steroids found
in deer velvet which helped reju-
venate damaged body tissue. .

The medicinal qualities of deer
velvet were widely recognized in
Asia but in New Zealand could only
be sold as a food supplement.

The product was available
throughout New Zealand but bu-
reaucratic red tape was holding up
exports. Tourists who bought the
tonic in New Zealand and wanted to
continue using it could buy through
mail order.

-However, as more people turn to
natural remedies, Mrs Callander

said she felt certain the benefits of -

deer velvet would be more widely

recognized and more jnternational

markets would open up.

2 e




Venison valyes ($/kg gross)
Weekly venison vahi?es for 60kg AP stag
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GIB levy of 28c/kg is included

1990/91 +1991/92 +1992/93

Produced by Agri-Fax.

The graph, above, shows the schedule prices re-
ceived for venison during the past three years: The
cents per kg price is based on a 60kg carcass weight
stag and is before levies have been deducted.

Prices reached an all-time high of nearly $8/kg in the
spring of 1989. By the winter of 1991 prices had
slumped to $3.50/kg with the breakup of Eastern
Europe and the flooding of feral venison into Ger-
many. 1

Up to November 1992, prices had risen steadily, in
spite of large slaughter numbers in New Zealand,
especially hinds. This season prices have declined 15
percent as the chilled markets have closed off and the
European currencies have weakeneq.

As expected prices have held above $5.50/kg and are

likely to firm as the European game season starts and
the chilled markets open up again. These markets may

Rut almost over,
thank goodness

Like most farmers with a reasonable
number of velveting stags, May is the
month to do a bit of maintenance after
having spent the past six weeks re-
arranging the fencing on the farm.

At this time of the year I could do
quite nicely without velveting stags, but
when spring arrives I could do with
twice as many.

After a year of lower prices,
processors being accused of working a
cartel to drive prices down and the
oversupply of low grade reindeer velvet
arriving on the Korean market, the
situation for velvet doesn’t look particu-
larly encouraging for the coming
season.

A positive move this season has been
the voluntary restriction placed on the
reindeer velvet for the coming year by
the Koreans which might help next
season’'s prices. All this reinforces the
fact that New Zealand must produce top
quality velvet so we don’t have to
compete with the poorer quality prod-
uct.

The outlook for venison returns in the
coming season looks excellent, with
many companies offering attractive
contracts.

This seems to be because of good
overseas demand and anticipation of a
lack of animals available for slaughter
in the spring for the chilled market.

It is pleasing to see the confidence
back in the deer industry after a fairly
tough year last season because of poor
weather and a shortage of killing space.

L

DAVID STEVENS

These problems created an over:
reaction to the situation which led to
weaner animals selling at ridiculously
low values — especially weaner hinds]

Some of the companies must take
some blame for farmers' reaction. In
many cases the cost of taking light
weight animais through the winter is
far too high compared with the return
in the spring. ;

All this contributed to an overkill of
the breeding herd last season and a
possible lack of animals for slaughter
this season. ¢

With the expected good return for
venison, deer farmers should still look
seriously at whether they should retain
the poorer producers in their herds —~
stags and hinds. !

I would think it could be the ideal time
to cull those animals. .

Moving on to deer farming politics,
nominations for the New Zealand Deer
Farmers’ Association council and presi-
dent have closzd. If you are a member of
the NZDFA you will receive voting
papers, so please vote! -

Also, nominations for the GIB close
next month. %

be stronger than last year.

20 [ 54 14 WELLINGTON

What is being hailed as a new era in New Zealand's
$120 million a year venison export industry begins
today when cervena, the new brand name for farmed
venison, is launched on to the world market.

The launch is part of a marketing strategy to help
New Zealand firms develop new overseas markets for
cervena, described variously as ‘“natural tender”
venison and “guilt-free red meat.”

Countries targeted in initial marketing include the
United States, Canada and Australia but the strategy
also includes boosting venison sales in New Zealax_ld.

Game Industry Board executives hope the campaign
will boost export sales to about $320 million a year by
1998, more than doubling export volumes from 12,000
tonnes this year to 28.000 tonnes. 3 i

Cervena is an amalgam of the words cervidae (Latin
for deer), venison and A-grade. .

The launch in Auckland last night by Agriculture
Minister John Falloon coincides with the first load of
cervena leaving for the US.

It will be followed tomorrow by a launch for New
York food writers in Central Park and similar events

in other parts of the US. — NZPA

Cerver}a tlaunched




Deer i,_n,(}ustry going from

The deer industry has had a good
year.

Export earnings reached $184.5
million for the year to March 1993
— a record $123 million for ven-
ison, $51 million for velvet, $9
million for hides and skins and $1.5
million in live deer sales.

The launch of the Cervena brand

~ for venison in the American and

New Zealand markets in April was
the culmination of two years’ plan-
ning and development.

The strategy is to identify the
best of the New Zealand’s farmed
venison through the Cervena
brand.

Stringent quality and other cri-
teria apply, and seven exporting
companies have been franchized to
use the brand.

The emerging market of the US
was selected for the test brand
marketing strategy because it of-
fers excellent growth potential.

The American market presently
takes about 5 percent of total ven-
ison exports by volume, but returns
close to 10 percent by vale.

The traditional European mar-
kets account for 90 percent of
exports by volume but only 80
percent by value.

In those markets the ZEAL qual-
ity mark will identify quality as-
sured New Zealand venison.

Only venison produced from a
processing plant accredited to the
international ISO 9002 standards
qualifies to use the ZEAL quality
mark. .

The deer velvet season was diffi-
cult, competing in an over-supplied
and highly competitive Korean
market.

! strength to strength

cerveina

NATURAL TEN

25 fc)ers

Large quantities of lower grade
Russian reindeer velvet have
brought prices down in Korea,
which is the largest single market
for velvet.

Prices held up better in the
higher grades. This reinforces the
market signals the NZGIB has em-
phasized — New Zealand producers
should aim for top graded top
quality velvet which is less vulner-
able to commodity price fluctu-
ations.

Production per animal, not per
hectare is the key to success.

The New Zealand Velvet Mark is
used to identify New Zealand prod-
uct to doctors and pharmacists,
who recognize its quality. -

This quality differentiation is the
basis of the industry’s marketing
strategy for the Korean market,
and for diversifying to other
emerging markets.

Interest in natural remedies,
thought to be more in harmony
with nature and with few if any
side effects, is increasing world-
wide. Deer velvet products are well
positioned to benefit from that
trend.

The industry’s “pasture to plate”
Quality Assurance Programme is
the platform for the future.

D-ER VENILSON

g

Every aspect of the industry,
including the on-farm management
and facilities, is part of the overall
picture and will have appropriate
codes of practice to guarantee qual-
ity throughout. <

Deer transport operators, forin-
stance, are presently being invited
to join "an accreditation scheme
which ensures that deer are trans-
ported safely and effectively in
specialized crates.

The better condition they arrive
in, the better the return to the
farmer.

A Velvet Training Programme
starts in June, so that skilled far-
mers are certificated to velvet their
own stags under the indirect super-
vision of a veterinarian.

The deer industry has always
attracted pioneers and forward
thinkers, and the emphasis on qual-
ity and marketing in every aspect
of the industry demonstrates that
vision.

The deer industry represents a
unique partnership in the agricul-
tural sector — combining the com-
petitive drive and efficiency of the
private sector with the strengih of a
co-ordinated marketing strategy
for best results for all.

The industry is well placed for
future export success.

The World Deer Congress at Lincoln University earlier this year once again proved that the New
Zealand farmed deer industry leads the world. In spite of poor returns for velvet this season the deer

industry is in good heart.




Tubercnlosis might have wide
implications for New Zealand’s
meat Jfrade, especially beef and
venison, according to Walter Som-
erville, of the Animal Health Board.
Mr Somerville was a speaker at a
New Zealand Beef Council south-
ern region seminar in Gore yester-
day, the first of a two-year pro-
gramme planned by the council
emphasizing “quality beef.”

The mission of the Animal Health
Board was a ‘“simple one ... to
‘eradicate bovine Tb from New Zea-
lend.” Mr Somerville told the audi-
ence of about 100.

Via a five-year plan, the board
had four main goals:

@ In endemic areas, to reduce the
percentage of movement confrolled

herds of deer and cattle by 30 to 50

percent and reduce reactor num-

bers by 50 to 70 percent;

- @To reduce the percentage of

- movement controlled herds in non-

v endemic areas to 0.2;

l$ ‘@To prevent the establishment of

b

Zealand.

vested interest.

years, are:

from Tb).

movement conir

demic areas.

1ors.

tact with infe
mals or movement
cattle and farmed

both.

herds are contain

tion for deer and cattle:

The Animal Health Board is cur-
rently involved in developing a By ROBERT ISBISTER
strategic plan to cover the co_ntxjol
and hopefully the ultimate elimin- Nevertheless, movement
ation of Th from New Zealand.

se i ional Animal
H;falhgge G:)nnglgiit%g&ge?edemted Far- Key activities are aimed to effect herds (for example dealer herds
‘mers, Regional Councils, NZVA and potential sources of infection and and large beef dry stock herds) and
many other organizations with a also make herd owners more re- effective control of grazing in en-
sponsible for their actions.

The key objectives identified, to The first objective is therefore @ Depopulation of high risk

ieved xt five dependent upon both reduc
beoclewaigprer e ne amount of tuberculosis I ca

@ To reduce the percentage of

percent and the numbers of reac-
tors by 50-70 percent, in each en-

@ To encourage mdi\fidual far-
mers to take responsibility

control of Th within their herds.
The proposed activities are based

sre characterized by endemic and t reg
non-endemic areas and common to  already approaching the “official

Twelve percert Ofeﬁeﬂgﬁan&z tra protection and status.

endemic areas but account for 74

percent of the infected herds. Tu- :
berculosis vectors (possums) are 0.2 percent figure as we
the most important source of infec- dressing the issue of human behav-

new endemic areas and expansion
of existing endemic areas into
farmland free of feral Tb vectors;
@ To encourage individual farmers
to take greater responsibility for
the control of Tb within their
herds. 5

Achieving those goals required a
“huge commitment” from those
with a vested interest in removing
the Tb threat, and a “huge level of
co-operation” from farmers, re-
gional councils and stock agents in
particular. 2

“Tuberculosis vectors (possums)
are the most important source of
infection for deer and cattle. Never-
theless, movement of tuberculosis
cattle and deer from endemic areas
is the most important source of
infection for the herds in non-
endemic areas, as well as contribu-
ting to the spread of infection
within endemic ares,” Mr Somer-
ville said. :

Within endemic areas, new feral

animal conirol operations were

needed. Maintenance programmes
for existing possum control oper-

_Tbﬁ}}ﬁ}}plifatlonsf ar-reaching

ations needed to be intensified and
sustained comprehensive vector
control of possums, deer, pigs and
ferrets was necessary.

In non-endemic areas, key activi-
ties included expanding and con-
solidating feral animal control
buffers around endemic areas, con-
trol of high-risk herds and herds
grazing in endemic areas, de-
population of high-risk herds,
especially deer and possibly the
establishment of “protected areas”
in regions already meeting the 0.2
percent figure.

In both cases, area movement
control, and the introduction of
compulsory Tb declaration forms
for movement of all deer and cattle
over three months old were two key
activities.

Mr Somerville said discussions
were under way between the board
and interested industry groups re-
garding the introduction of perma-
nent identification for all deer and
cattle, “from conception to con-
sumption.”

Animal Health Boar
etermined tO /.
eliminate Tb

In these non-endemic areas key

activities to help in achieving these

goals may include:

of tu- @ Immediate control of Tb foci

berculosis cattle and deer from in STIAs. For example South
he draft plan, plus a supplemen- endemic areas is the most import- Kaipara. )

tal?}' ?Daper, Iilas b%e_n' circ?ﬂated to ant source of infection for herds in ® Expand and consolidate feral-

interested parties throughout New non-endemic areas as well as con-  yild animal control buffers around

tributing to the spread of infection endemic areas.

within endemic areas.

@ Additional control of high risk

demic areas.

ing the herds (particularly deer).
® Establishment of “protected

and deer in endemic areas as well ayeas” for regions that have al-

areas.

for the and ferret?) control.

jour towards Tb.
>

goals within endemic areas are:

® To reduce the percentage of o5 preventing infected animals yeady met the 0.2 percent figure..
f:::gz;:égoﬁ;lse%hgrgsmmr;ﬁ from moving into non-endemic '
(that is, the internationally recog-
nized level for official freedom

areas include:

The key activities to achieve the ® Enhanced movement control
(pre and post testing, ue of maveg
® The need to initiate new feral- ment control ear tags an
olled herds (deer wild animal control operations fo SUSpension of status for her:is re-
nd cattle combined) by 30-50 reduce the number of movement CeIVINE stock on movemeni COn-
s ' controlled herds and reactors. trol). -
@ An intensification of the main:
tenance programmes for ey{a:stqlg
' stablishment Dossum control operations (o 1n: : : .
of .neT&? epr{g:gl?tc t:ri':; ggdlsexpan- clude three yearly aerial work, deer over three months of age to be
sion of existing endemic areas into averaging two kilometres into Eush
farmland free of feral-wild Tb vec- from all bush-pasturﬂ_margms ;
@ A need for sustained compre-
hensive vector (possums, deer, pig

tosted prior to movement.

age of three months.

: ; ® Establishment of farmer Tb
In non-endemic arcas the move- foems groups to minimize further
znent_ ?‘ “flbe,;culgigzlaﬁ%%a?:v?;; breakdowns and agnslifst in tﬁgdﬁ-
e simple model that herd (mostly irom S - cation of Tb from infected in
‘ilrll)f%%ti%.ln ?esuli‘ts from either con- gation areas (STIAs) and from €N~ iheir Jocality.
cted feral-wild ani- demic areas) is the most important
in infected Source of infection for herds in
deer. Activities non-endemic areas.

Tt is also important that regions

tem hopefully within two years.

Board.

Key activities common to both

@ Full implementation of area
movement conirol to include other
STIAs and reguire all caitle and

® The introduction of compull-
sory Tb declarations for the move-
ment of all deer and cattle over the

@ Introduction of a.s'uitqb!e per-
rianent animal identification s¥s-

The board acknowledges the n;ed :
in communication

freedom” level of 0.2 percent herd§ :ll;sg égugaﬁns?}geexerr??Ses. and have
on movement control be given eX-  oi.ady begun by publicizing the
recent changes fo the movement
Key activities are targetted at control regulations. Further re-
meeting, and then protecting, the sources will be directed info these
Il as ad- activities. — Robert Isbister is the
General Manager, Animal Health
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After the first contested
presidential election in the
history of the New Zealand
Deer Farmers’ Association
— and I might add it was
good healthy stuff — we
! have a new president,

Clive Jermy.

\ Clive is well known in the
south having been one of the
' principal sponsors of the nat-
ional velvet and hard antler
awards for the past four years.

The positions on council in the
South Island remain the same —
Walter Somerville, Peter Stewart
and Andrew Orbell. The North

i
.|1 A 38-year-old Te Anau man died in
i | Southland Hospital on Saturday night
i after being shot in the back during a
| hunting trip.
Constable Jim Jamieson, of Te Anau,
1 said Peter Ian O’Sullivan and his
brother, Kevin John O’Sullivan, aged 35,
. also of Te Anau, were hunting in bush
beside Lake Te Anau near C 2k
early on.Saturday afternoon when the

! accident happened. P 1
| Peter O'Sullivan was shot ilﬂﬁﬁ%wer
back with a .308 bullet. 1

| Kevin O’Sullivan carried his ‘prother
| to the shore and went to get their boat

1'. -

Velvet in

Island has one change in Alistair
Porter who was successful in
gaining a seat on council but was
unsuceessful in the presidential
race.

We wish Clive and the council
all the best as they have quite a
challenge ahead of them.

With the Game Industry Board
(GIB) election for two producer
representatives coming up, the
question must be asked: How
goed has the GIB’s performance
been in the area of velvet?

Idon’t think many would ques-
tion the performance of the
board as regards venison, other
than possibly the area of cost.

With close to $2 million col-
lected in velvet levies, velvet
prices dropping 50 percent in the
past season and things not look-
ing too good for the coming
season, what is the velvet indus-
try’s future?

Can the GIB have any influ-
ence on a marketing structure
that is hundreds of years old? A
market in which there are more
middle men than we have hot
dinners in a week and in all
cases with huge mark-ups.

e
Te Anau man dead
. iafter hunting mishap

' _QE/SIQ?

dustry challenge

We have been encouraged to
produce a better gquality velvet
and that is a market reality but
what has happened to our Game
Industry Board velvet grading
chart?

It has become a farce, with at
last count, 53-plus grades, all
seeming to be open to many
interpretations depending on
your financial vantage point.

Some buyers’ grading has been
more than questionable with the
end result being thousands of
dollars difference in lines of
velvet. .

A number of deer farmers
have opted to dry and market
their velvet through a processor
to try and gain some advantage.
In some cases this is costing
them around $30/kg for the dry-
ing.before other costs come into
account.

Most velvet processors should
be able to dry 1kg of velvet for
half that cost and still make
something out of it.

-1 suggest producers should
shop around before next season
.and ask questions before com-

mitting themselves 1 to a

processor. .

As a velvet producer I believe
we have bent over backwards to
do our bit at quite some,cost and
what have we achieved?

It is time the GIB came out
with a planned approach as to
what they intend to do and at
what cost.

Surely with the drive towards
a closer trading relationship
with Asia, the GIB has exerted
Some pressure on our govern-
ment as to a reduction, if not a
total removal of the excessive
duty placed on New Zealand
velvet entering Korea — our
biggest velvet market.

A lowering of the duty would
have a significant impact on
producers’ returns. So it is time
the GIB came clean — can they
do anything to help the present
situation?

If not, is the velvet levy justifi-
able?

If they can then let’s hear their
plan. Or is velvet going to con-
tinue fo be just a by-product in
the eyes of the GIR?

Meatworks

some distance away, Mr Jamieson said.

It took about two hours for the men to
reach Te Anau Downs by boat, where
the alarm was raised.

The Fiordland Ambulance Service:
and Te Anau doctor Trevor Walker
attended the wounded man at the scene.

Peter O’Sullivan was transferred to
Te Anau by ambulance before being
flown to Southland Hospital by helicop-
ter about 5.15pm. He died during sur-
gery that night.

Police have made no decision on
whether charges will be laid.

GTON

Scientists at the Agresearch
crown research institute’s
Wallaceville animal health 1ab-
oratories, near Wellington, de-
tailed a scientific breakthrough
in genetic work on bovine tu-
berculosis.

Scientists said that, in collab-
oration with New York re-
searchers, they had ident . ied a
gene involved in both the
ability to cause disease and also
in drug resistance.

The advance is regarded by

scientists of considerable sig-
nificance to the control of both
human and bovine tubercu-
losis.

Using genetic engineering
they have identified a genetic
element which confers viru-
lence, the ability to produce
disease.

“It may well be that your
joint endeavours to promote the
animal health of New Zealand
will result in a worldwide de-
feat of a terrible killer, which is
re-emerging after decades of
obscurity,” Prime Minister Jim

| Th /%iné breakthrough

Bolger told scientists at the
institute.

Medical authorities in the
United States, Australia and
parts of Asia have recently
expressed concern about a re-
surgence of human tubercu-
losis, and particularly strains
resistant to traditional drugs.

Mr Bolger said the New Zea-
land strategy would seek to
ensure the incidence of bovine
Tb was halved; no new endemic
areas are allowed to est-
ablish; and areas currently
free of Tb will be effectively
sealed-off. — NZPA

problems easy
to fix — MAF

I3 |& 93 HAMILTON

The problems that have forced Horotiu meatworks
to shut doewn its mutton and lamb operations are easily

fixed, says an Agriculture and Fisheries Ministry |

spokesman.

But its owner, Affco, has said the operations, which
shut down on Friday, will be closed indefinitely,

MAF Regulatory Authority national compliance
manager Tony Zohrab yesterday said the European
Community list of standards which the Horotin works
failed to meet covered mainly maintenance matters,
not hygiene.

Abeut 150 workers at Horotiu were told their jobs on
the mutton chain and the lamb room would wind up at
the end of the week because the plant failed to meet EC
hygiene, maintenance and procedural regulations.

Dr Zohrab said the defects at Horotiu were minor
and could be fixed readily.

“With 2ll routine EC reviews there are these sort of
problems found usually at two or three premises. They
are technical non-tarriff barriers to trade.”

EC officials visited all meatworks, meat packing and
processing plants which exported to their countries,;
about every two years. ,

MAF had temporarily withdrawn certification for
Horotm_follcwmg the EC report, Dr Zohrab said.

Horotiu plant manager Brian Cuff vesterday said
Affco’-s_dec.lmpn to close the operations was made on
the basis of discussions with MAF.

Bpt low stock levels were also a factor in the
decision, he said.

Mr Cuff said it was not appropriate to diseclose
exactly why the plant failed but the list included:
® Upgrading the amenities areas, of which there were
22 at Horotiu. They included dining and changing

rooms which needed repainting.
® (lllontact points — areas where meat could touch a
wall.
@ Condensation in the cooling rooms.

The company was ynable to give workers any idea of
when the operations would be running again. — NZPA

—
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lfals not

told of disease case

Meat inspectors are
under fire for not reporting
a serious disease a Lorneville
plant inspector is believed to
have caught on the job.

Wayne Chittock was admitted to
hospital more than a month ago,
suffering from leptospirosis dis-
ease, which pigs and cattle some-
times carry. He has been released
from hospital and now works in
Christchurch.

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries should have known to
report the matter to Occupational
Safety and Health, OSH branch
manager Alex Iremonger said yes-
terday.

OSH was still considering what
action to ‘take, he said. Under the

By DAVID MILLS

ment Act, an employer was re-
quired to report within seven days
a serious accident or serious harm
to an employee.

Under the act, MAF could be
fined up to $25,000 for the offence.

Lorneville plant meat inspectors
manager Ben Ward referred com-
ment on the matter to MAF South
Island meat services manager
Brendan Connolly, of Christ-
church.

Mr Connolly said yesterday he
was unaware of it.

Many meat inspectors had been
brought to Christchureh recently to
learn of their responsibilities under

.the Health and Safety. Act, he said.

MAF would hold a meeting of
Southland farmers, meat worker
union officials, health officials and
leptospirosis experts during the
next month, to discuss the disease
and how it could be prevented.

A similar educational meeting
had been held recently Iin
Blenheim, when about 60 people
attended, Mr Connolly said.

Up to four Southland people,
including two meat workers, are
believed to have caught Ilepto-
spirosis this year.

Three have been taken to hospi-
tal, suffering symptoms as severe
as kidney failure.

The disease is passed on through
skin contact with animals’ urine. It
shows itself in white spots on
animals’ kidneys.

new Health and Safety in Employ-

Deer farmers

A group of Scuth Island
deer farmers, disgruntled
with the of the Game In-
dustry Board and the
Deer” Farmers’ Associ-
ation, is about to set up a
break-away group.

They plan to call them-
selves the Deer Farmer
Levy Payers’ Society.

Winston Day, of Win-
ton, sald yesterday the
dissatisfied farmers were
unhappy with what the
board was doing with far-
mers’ levies and with the
performance of the Deer
Farmers’ Association.

Those setting up the
society include Brian
Kenton, of Timarn, David
Tipple, of Christchurch,
Murray . Crosland, of

By JOHN CUTT

Rangiora, Murray Cook,
of Ashburton, and Vince
Pender, of Lincoln.

The impetus to break
away comes from the im-
pending code of velveting
practice and the associ-
ated velvet training and
certification programme.

The velvet training pro-
gramme would result in
farmers incurring ad-
ditional costs, which the
Levy Payers’ Group con-
siders unjustifiable.

Moves to introduce a
velvet quality or training
programme began more
than two years by the
board and the associaticn.

p— -

“g[lpout to break away

joint committee of
veterinarians and associ-
ation representatives was
set up to study velvet
harvesting methods and
to formalize a programme
to ensure quality.

Sources contacted by
The Southland Times yes-
terday suggest that vets
were consulted, but deer
farmers were not.

The programme re-
quires farmers to register
if they want to be ap-
proved as being capable
of velveting their own
stags without veterinary
supervision.

They will then be re-
quired to complete a
training programme
under a vet and pass a

written test conducted by
a second independent as-
sessing vet.

To complete the pro-
gramme farmers will in-
cur a flat fee of $550,
which includes a training
manual.

Many farmers are be-
coming suspicious of the
reasons behind the velvet
training programme and
now see vets as becoming
both player and referee.

.They believe the velvet
training programme is a
further move by vets to
make velveting a vet-only
procedure.

Until now farmers have
been able to velvet their
stags under certain guide-
lines without the need of

direct help from a

veterinarian,

Sources say if farmers
do not register for the
training programme, or
fail the written test, they
will be barred from vel-
veting.

Yet the programme has
no legal standing to pre-
vent that.

Mr Day said the velvet
training programme was
‘just adding more costs
onto farmers.”

The chairman of the
Animal Welfare Advisory
Committee, which im-
plemented the original
velvet training pro-
gramme, is Timaru vet-
erinarian Adrian Camp-
bell.

He would not comment
on the situation other
than to say discussions
were continuing with
deer industry leaders
over COosis,

Mr Campbell said the
result oi those dis-
cussions and c¢hanges, if
any, ARG

Deer quality assurance

Wbl | B

e

DEER TALK | , 3

DAVID STEVENS [ !’Ja
——

In the past week I attended two
interesting meetings involving

the deer industry.

The first was a meeting of the
Council

Deer Development
which is putting together a
focus farm (monitoring) pro

The aim is to establish several
monitor farms nationwide and a
programme to pass on new tech-
nology and industry-related in-

formation to New Zealand’s
deer farmers.

'
s
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Hopefully it will

deer farmers.

duction.

This group is one of three

working parties, the

and facilities.
deer

ject.

their expectations

4500 quality, to pre-empt opportuni-
ties to impose non-tariff restric-

The ability of this programme
to get off the ground depends
greatly on the availability of
funding and sponsorship.

port it deserves as it is a project
which would be of great value to

The second meeting was the
on-farm quality assurance work-
ing party with the responsibility
for animal welfare and pro-

responsible for animal health

The final outcome of these
groups will be the establishment
of an on-farm quality assurance
programme to provide consum-
ers with assurances that meet

get the sup-

others being

of product

tions on our exported produce
and to improve on-farm profita-
bility through better manage-
ment, lowered inputs and im-
proved performance.

The quality assurance pro-
gramme is the joint initiative of
the New Zealand Deer Farmers’
Association and the Game Indus-
try Board and has been put
together for deer farmers by
deer farmers.

Deer farmers will be invited to
attend meetings in the next three
months to discuss the- pro-
gramme and will be encouraged The
to make their views known.

Deer farmers will be invited to
join the quality assurance pro-
gramme at a later stage, which is
totally voluntary.

I think the on-farm quality
assurance programme, although
still in its formative stages is
brilliant and will be of tremen-

dous value to those who become
involved.

One of the advantages of the
programme is that it. has been
developed with deer farmers and
I must take my hat off to Game
Industry Board product develop-
ment manager Bruce MecKendry
for the way the programme has
been designed.

I must admit, however, to be-

ing mentally fatigued after each

David

myself.
Farmers w1th

to contact any of th

two-day- working group meeting
and quietly delighted to get back
home to family and farm.

deer farmers from South-

land and Fiordland involved in
the working groups are Chris
Hughes,

RuSSell‘t McDonald,
Peek, Mike Harbord and
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:_'ﬂueenstown Parkroyal sous chef Chris Mein
“are promoting the top-grade venison.

Restagﬁgnts |
push cervena

QUEENSTOWN
Southern restaurants are taking part in a national

gggcﬁdn for cervena — tipped to be the meat of the

The promotion is designed to raise New Zealanders’ .

awareness and appreciation of cervena — the brand
name for top-quality farmed venison launched last
year by the New Zealand Game Industry Board.
Seven franchise companies which process and use
the cervena brand are supplying the meat to 49
restaurants: throughout New Zealand for the two-
. month promotion, including six in the south.
They include Donovans in Invercargill, Olivers in
Clyde, and the Stonewall Cafe, Treetops, Gibbston
Valley Wines and Parkroyal Hofel in Queenstown.
The premium meat was pioneered by New
Zealanders and could become the meat of the 1990s,
Cervena Company spokeswoman Heather Ware said.
~Versatile and guick to cook, it is low in fat and
cholesterol and has a milder and lighter taste than
feral venison. j
_: Chefs at hotels throughout New Zealand are present-
ing cervena in various ways, many co-ordinating the
promotion with local events during the same period.

Chris bain

 Call for
stag cull
UCKLAND

e AU
Half the knu:n'tper olf
stags being kept for vel-
vet should be culled to
increase velvet quality
and ensure better prices,
Deer Farmers' Associ-
ation Clive Jermy says.
“Of the 450 tonnes of
velvet we will export to
Korea this year, two-
thirds "is of very poor
quality.” 0
Last season returns
dropped by half as large
quantities of velvet came
on to the Korea market
" and Taiwanese buyers
stopped trading. ;
“I would personally 11_§e
to see half the herd go.
With a strong_venison
schedule returning far-
mers at least 30 percent
better prices than they
received last year, the
cull could be a blessing.
Old stags would not be
suitable for the new Cer-
vena brand marketed by

years ald will be.—NZPA

with a smoked cervena salad. Six southern restaurants

Keen inter st in deer
sale at Pine Bush

A large gallery including buyers from
‘Canterbyry to Southland attended the
first annual offering of female deer and,
weaner stags held on ‘the Arawata
Partnership’s property at Pine Bush on
Friday.

The sale on account of Walter, Nancy
and John Somerville and Geoff and
Dianne Gill attracted brisk bidding on
most lines. '

Buyers were prepared to pay good
prices for animals showing good growth
rates-and also paid attention to progeny
from well-known velvet-producing
stags. .

The depth of breeding and body
weights — the heaviest on offer in
Southland at this time — was reflected
in the prices paid.

Weaner stags especially were in de-

. —

mand with Ken Smith, of Winton, pay- -
ing $1150 for a 91kg animal.

A 92kg weaner stag, sired by “Dick”
was bought by the Scobie family, of
Wyndham, for $1070.

European cross weaner hinds weigh-
ing up to 77kg brought prices up to
$480.

The top priced 18-month-old higd,
weighing in at 113kg, sired by a Danish
stag “Dan” and herself mated to
“Roland,” sold for $1050 to Bill
Chalaner, of Te Anau, who also bought
two two and a-half-year-old Hungarian
cross hinds, mated to “Roland" for $1200
each.

Mixed-age European cross hinds }
weighing up to 148kg sold at prices up to
$660. :




dore than 100 deer far-
prs attended a winter
d field-day at Glenaray
kion yesterday.

e programme included
eentations on winter feeding
fions. for deer and a tour of
knaray’s deer unit.

Eeaking on silage produc-
. Agriculture New Zealand
cultant Peter Hook said
ically any green material
i1 be used provided it was
e, chopped and then com-
wed — either in a pit or
21 — to exclude all air.

hen air was removed bac-

£ was able to convert the
it sugars to acids  which
orved the silage, he said.

the material being converted
kilage had to be sufficiently
it enough with sufficient
sar and most importantly air-
Wt to ensure enough acid
¢ produced for safe storage.

hile saying almost any mat-
could be used for silage,
 Hook recommended farm-

ers used high-quality leafy
plant material with good leg-
ume content, such as clover.

That was especially import-
ant where the expensive baling
and wrapping technigue was
used, he said.

He estimated pit silage cost
between $10 and $12 a tonne to
make compared with about $27
a tonne for baled silage.

Mr Hook listed the following

points ‘that contributed to good
silage.
@ A pH of around 4.3 to 48.
Anything below 4.3 could result
in acidosis problems with a risk
of levels above 5 leading to rot
and the development of listeria.
@ Fibre content should be be-
low 30. A high fibre content
suggests over-mature pasture
with low metabolizable energy
and low digestability.

® A dry matter range between

95 to 30 percent. There can be a.

loss of nutrients when the dry
matter content is below 25
percent. More than 35 percent
there is a risk of not enough

acid being produced to preserve
the material.

@ An organic matter below 93
percent indicates soil contami-
nation which ean also lead to
rotting.

@ Less than 7 percent ash indi-
cates low soil contamination.
® The crude protein level
should be above 12.

® Metabolizable energy should
be above 11.

@ Digestibility should be at
least 65 percent. This is import-
ant to ensure a high intake.

Gore AgResearch officer-in-
charge David Stevens outlined
the various winter forage op-
tions for deer which include
brassicas — either swedes or
kale, or a combination —
autumn-sown cereals or italian
ryegrass, autumn-saved pas-
ture, silage or hay.

Each crop had its benefits, he
said, including their part in a
pasture renewal programme,
but each had to be considered
on its respective merits, such as
feed value and cost.

argets winter

Swedes were possi,bly. better’

value as a winter feed crop for
deer than sheep, he said.

Mr Stevens suggested: |

® An average brassica crop
could be expected to produce 12
tonnes/ha of which 7.2 tonnes
- would be available to grazing
animals.

@ Cereals and italian ryegrass
crops could average 6 fonnes/ha
of which 4.8 tonnes was avail-
able for grazing.

® Autumn-saved pastures,
with additional nitrogen, 2
tonnes/ha with 1.8 tonnes avail-
able.

® Silage saved in October-
November, 4 tonnesfha after
field and storage losses with
about 90 percent available.

® Hay 5.5 tonnesfha with 4.4
tonnes available or 220 bales/
ha.

Using average yields for the
respective crop options, Mr
Stevens suggested brassicas
would cost $760/ha, cereals
$498/ha, saved pasture with ad-

feed

ditional nitrogen applied
$§3/ha, pit silage $442/ha, baled
silage $744/ha and hay $630/ha.

Broken down into the feed
unit requirements to graze one
90kg hind for one day on main-
tenance, the per day grazing
costs were, brassicas, 25¢,
cereals 3lc, pasture 5c, pit
silage 20c, baled silage 33c, hay
34c and if barley was con-
sidered, 42c.

Mr Stevens said when decid-
ing on winter feed options for
deer it should be noted that
brassicas, while high in energy
were low in protein and could
result in an iodine deficiency.
Red water disease and other
metabolic prot ‘ ecould re-
sult from feeding kale. )

Cereals and italian ryegrass, '

if actively growing could cause
nitrate poisoning.

., Mixing some forage crops to-
gether such as swedes and
italian ryegrass or kale could
improve the balance of the diet,
boost growth rates and provide
better feed utilization, he said

= e
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Deer talk_

All deer farmers are
invited to attend a meet-
ing organized by the
Tuatapere
cussion Group; tomorrow

[7)er

Deer Dis-

12[7)r75

The meeting will be
held in the Waiau Hotel
lounge bar at 8pm.

Speakers will be Chris

i
\

. Hughes on the new velvet-
ing code, David Peak on
the proposed on-farm
quality programme and
Neville - Cunningham on
behalf of the Southland
branch of the New Zea-
land Deer Farmers’ As-
sociation.
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he Northern Southland Deer Farmers' Group field-day at
Gie ' Industry ch
rday were chairman Peter Swann (left), Game
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Is the association doing the job as
the producers’ representative and
watchdog in the deer industry?

The association must listen to i:cs
membership and that membership

The assoeiafion president and

_councillors, like most producer rep-

resentatives, do the job for love and
not money, which is 2 cost to them-
selves and their business.

can only give an informed opinicn They do the job weoof A
o { beca
DEEH TALK ﬂ '/é' B if it has all of the facts. concern for the direction of deer

: If those facts had been available] farming, not for themselves oOr

7 S -
DAVID STEVENS L‘B‘
#

In the past month the Deer Far-
mer Levy Payers’ Group has at-
tracted plenty of press whi_ch has
left me to ponder the effectiveness
of the producer representation we
have in place.

As a member of the Deer Far-
mers’ Association I think the
events of the past two months.
haven’t done any harm at all.

The reasons for concern were
justified but I do believe the end
result could have been achieved
through the association.

Most, if not all, the organizers of
the levy group are members of the
association.

believe the problems with the vel-
veting code could have been soxte_d
out without all of the fuss.

The strength of an organization is
a well-informed membership.

Ask a deer farmer why he hasn't
joined the association and the
reasons usually given are cost, lack
of representation by those elected
and is the association necessary? I
would also add apathy.

Ask a deer farmer who is an
association member and he is quite

happy with the structure. Any con-

cerns are only a phone call away
from either a Southland committee
member, an assaciation councillor
or the national Deer Farmers' As-
sociation president.

some hidden ambition for higher
office as some might suggest — not
that 1 see anything Wrong with
ambition, as long as it is well
directed.

The deer farmers who are not
members must realize they _ha\_re
the opportunity to have a voice In
the deer industry if they join the
association.

The cost is not great consi(_lering
the fact it allows you a:say In the
direction of your industry.

A gquote from Benjamin Franklip
crossed my mind while writing this
article; “Any fool can criticize,
condemn and complain and most
fools usually do” -
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Levy payers’ group
wmmng velvet stand

The Deer Farmer Levy
Payers’ Group appears to be
winning increasing support
for its opposition to the New
Zealand Deer Farmers’ Associ-
ation velveting code of prac-
tice' and velvet training pro-

~ gramme:

The programme is designed to en-
able farmers to gain accreditation to
velvet their own stags w1thout veter-
inary assistance.

While all deer {: armers accepted the
need for such a programme there
was a growing resistance to the cost
of the scheme and its complicated
structure, levy payers’ group spokes-
man David Tipple said.

Although: there were 5500 deer levy
payers in New Zealand only 2200
were members of the deer farmers’
association, he said.

“We believe that all levy payers

should have a say in the affairs of the -

deer industry.”

Last month, the association suc-
cessfully negctlated with the Nat-
ional Velvet Standards Body (which
is to administer the scheme) to re-
duce the base cost from more than
$500 a farmer to $295 (plus GST).

But the levy payers’ group says
this is still too high.

The group has been holding meet-
ings throughout the South Island to
gauge farmer feelings on the issue.

By JOHN CUTT

Mr Tipple, a Christchurch deer
farmer and businessman, said yester-
day a recent meeting in Winton had
attracted 56 Southland deer farmers,
more than half of whom were not
members of the association.

Mr Tipple said those at the meeting
had been asked to vote on changes to

the velvet training scheme being

suggested by his group.

Thirty-one of those who attended
had voted in favour of the sugges-
tions, he said.

Other meetings have been held at
Rangiora and Blenheim.

The majority of farmers' at the
Blenheim meeting had accepted his
group’s arguments and suggested
alternatives to the velvet training
scheme, he said.

“We got massive support in
Rangiora.”

Further meetings are planned for
Ashburton and Timaru and the
group has a proposal to hold a
meeting in the central North Island
in the near future.

Mr Tipple considered the associ-
ation was holding a gun to farmers’
heads in that if they did not agree to
join the scheme the Animal Remedies
Board would reclassify the drugs
used in velveting as vet-only drugs

which would prevent them from
velveting their own stags.

The levy payers’ group intended to
keep pressure on the Game Industry
Board, which is funding a large part
of the programme. That was because
farmers were unhappy with the pro-
gramme in its present form and to
carry on with it would be to waste the
board’s levy income.

Rather than weaken the deer in-
dustry, Mr Tipple was confident the
group would strengthen it. The group
would draw more farmers into indus-
try affairs and so direct the way they

- wanted the industry to go, he said.

Deer Farmers’ Association presi-
dent Clive Jermy said yesterday the
activities of the levy payers’ group
should be kept in perspective.

Just 33 people had attended the
group’s Rangiora meeting and 23 at
Blenheim, he said.

That attendance was insignificant
compared with the more than 400
deer farmers who last month at-
tended the association’s Canterbury
branch annual meeting, an open
meeting to discuss the velvet training
scheme and a Canterbury deer far-
mers’ field-day.

Mr Jermy said 1600 deer farmers
had so far joined the velvet training
scheme.

“By and large there is a growing
acceptance among farmers that the

Tb declar 1%10n cards
to be com ulsory

From next month it will be compul-
sory for the movement of all deer and
cattle to be accompanied by a bovine Th
declaration card which gives infor-
mation on the Tb status of the stock and

their herd.

Up until now, declaration cards have
been mandatory only for stock moved in

declared movement control areas.

The new, more stringent measures
follow on from the control policies
introduced by the Animal Health Board

in October last year.

They are a further move to develop a
five-year strategic plan to significantly
reduce the level of bovine Tb in New

Zealand.

Board chairman Richard Alspach said
the August 1 changes to the Tb control
regulations were only part of the

board’s total programme.

“The stock™ movement control pro-
cedures are complementary to the feral
animal control, research and farmex
education programines already in place.

“The board acknowledges that for
some farmers and associated industry

they do business.

participants these new measures will \
mean considerable:changes in the way

-“However, there is a strong desire by
the industry to keep up the momentum

and get-on top of the problem, especially

given the international repercussions
for the individual farmer and country if

the disease control situation worsens,”

he said.

By December the Tb declaration card
booklets will have been redesigned and

distributed to incorporate the changes

and make them more useful to farmers.
Mr Alspach said farmers should not
lose sight of the main purpose of the

declaration card — to encourage far-

status of the stock they buy.

herds.

mers te take responsibility for the Tbh

Not only will the movement of a.ll
stock after August 1 have to be ac-
companied by a declaration card, but
other changes will come into effect
relating to pre and post-movement Tb '
testing and the use of official white
movement control eartags for stock
from movement control cattle and deer

association is arbitrating success-
fully on behalf of levy payers in cost
reduction and other matters relating
to the scheme. -

“We are happy with the training
schéme in its present form for this

year with the. exception of a few:

minor loose ends.

“Farmers will have the opportun-
ity to make submissions for change
to the National Velvet Standards
Body (which is administering the
scheme) after this velveting season,”
Mr Jermy said.

“We now. need the benefit of practi-
cal application of the scheme so that
experience can be gained on which to
make submissions for change.”

Mr Jermy said the association was
not holding a gun to farmers’ heads
as suggested by Mr Tipple.

Unless the scheme was implement-
ed there was a real risk that the
industry and deer farmers would
incur real financial losses and poss-
ible loss of market access through
animal welfare grounds.

The scheme would give farmmers
who had not been able to velvet their
own stags the opportunity to do so
and thus save money that would
t(‘)therw1se be spent on vetermary
ees

The scheme would also protect the
right of farmers to continue velvet-
ing in the future, he said. -

|
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Invermay targets control

of Tb in farmed deer

Tb might not be regarded
as prevalent in New Zea-
land farmed deer but it
could become serious if
present measures to con-
trol the spread of the dis-
ease are relaxed.

Heading Tb research at the
Invermay Research Centre is
Colin Mackintosh.

“Not all deer develop Tb and
we are looking at ways to ident-
ify resistant animals and hope-
fully breed for increased resist-
ance,” he said.

Invermay's deer Tb pro-
gramme was one of the central
displays in the deer unit at Inver-

may's Open Day last Friday.
The possibility of a vaccine for

use in high risk areas to aug-.

ment the animals’ natural resist-
anee was also a major thrust of
present research, Dr Mackintosh
said.

In order to effectively study
farmed deer in their natural sur-
roundings, Invermay is leasing a
20ha deer farm near Milton. A
3km protection strip or buffer
zone around the block has been
set up to study theeffect of feral
animals in the Tb cycle and to
ensure Th won't be carried out
onto surrounding farmland.

Dr Mackintosh said the deer

on the block were experimen-
tally innoculated with Tb to de-
termine how the di was
transmitted between animals
and fo find out why some were
more resistant to the disease
than others.

“None of the deer are left to
suffer or die from Tb. They .are
humanely slaughtered before
there are any clinical signs of the
disease, usually eight to nine
months after innoculation,” Dr
Mackintosh said.

Monitoring feral animal move-
ment around and through the
deer block is attempting to deter-
mine the incidence of Tb carried
by other species and how that
might be controlled.

So far Tb has been identified
in adult pigs, cats, stoats and
possums caught in the buffer
Zone.

Dr Mackintosh said the ben-
efits of the research were:
@ Identifying management fac-

' tors to assist farmers avoid Tb in

their farmed deer.

@ Possibility of selecting for Tb-
resistant animals.

@ Developing a vaccine for use
in high risk areas.

® Develop better tests fo ident-
1fy the presence of Tb in farmed

deer.

® Gain a better understanding

of how Tb is transmitted be-
tween different animal species,
especially feral predators such
as ferrets, stoats and cats.

Other areas of Invermay’s deer
research programme include
studies into deer reproduction,
behaviour and welfare, antler
growth and composition and ven-
ison assessment.

The aim of the reproductive
research is to better understand
the effect of season and age on
the ability: of hinds to mate and
produce offspring.

In the wild, hinds can live to
about 18 to 20 years and are
capable of producing fawns until
they reach 16 years of age.

But performance might be
more closely related to their
bodyweight or condition than

The aim behind the welfare
research programme is to de-
velop improved management
technigues that will lead to im-
proved welfare of farmed deer.

The benefits of the research
will be improved productivity
and a compefitive advantage on
other countries that will result
from husbandry systems which
achieve high welfare standards.

Present reseam% consider-
ing the need for

shelter
and wallows W

the ef-
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fect of group sizes and compo-
sition; the effect of lighting in
deer movement within deer
yards and the measurement of
individual animal temperament.

Velvet antler earned more
than $60 million for New Zealand
last year.

The velvet research pro-
gramme aims to discovér more
about what influences wvelvet
growth and quality of the vari-
outs products extracted from vel-
ve

Ulira lean venison through
crossbreeding, carcass yield and
quality and the better use for the
lower-priced parts of deer car-
casses are the main focus of In-
vermay's venison research work.

Crossbreeding red deer with
the pere david species also has
some possible benefits for the
farmed deer industry.

Invermay has been involved in
ll}géeaeding pere david deer since

The initial objectives of the
research were to conserve the .
rare breed — which originated in
China — and to begin a hybridiz-
ation programme with red deer.

The aim is to determine if the
early breeding characteristic of
the pere david could be trans-
ferred to farmed deer, thus
achieving an earlier birth date to
better coincide with New Zea-
land’s pasture growth curve.
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Deer industry to lift profile

The Southland branch of
the New Zealand Deer Far-
mers’ Association intends
to lift its profile and de-
velop more effective com-
munication with farmers.

- That is the aim of incoming
branch chairman Neville Cun-
ningham. He was elected branch
chairman earlier this week.

The branch also has a new
secretary, . Winton accountant
Janet Horrell.

Southland is one of the coun-
try’s major deerfarming regions
with some 900 deerfarmers.

Mr Cunningham said a regular
newsletter outlining branch ac-
tivities and giving hints on deer
management and welfare would
become an important part in

improving communication be-
tween the branch and the prov-
ince’s deerfarmers. !

Regular field-days
be held.

Lifting the braneh’s profile
and improving communications
would hopefully encotirage more
farmers to become members, Mr
Cunningham said.

By having 2 committee whose

would also

Mossburn deerfarmer Peter Swann (right) discusses aspects of his winter management with

Kevi.n Edge, of Ashburton (left) and New Zealand Deer Farmers’ Association North Otago-
South Canterbury branch chairman Keith Orange. They were members of an 11-strong party
of northern deerfarmers which inspected wintering systems on four Northern Southland

properties yesterday.

members were spread geographi-
cally around the province far-
mers had district representatives
they could contact with prob-
lems or ideas, he said.

In mid-October the branch will
be organizing a serieés of meet-
ings around the province with
members of the Game Industry
Board and the deer farmers’
association.

Mr Cunningham said the meet-
ings would give grassroots far-
mers the opportunity to closely
gquestion industry leaders on
new policies and quality as-
surance schemes and other
industry-related matters.

‘Mr Cunningham agreed the
deer industry was not without its
problems, such as the recent
controversy surrounding the vel-
vet training programme.

And while it was necessary
that there be various special

_interest groups it was essential

for there to be unity between
such groups if the deer industry
was to survive and prosper.

It was also essential, he said,
that deerfarmers had a strong
voice to represent them and that
voice had to be the deer farmers’
association.

Mossburn farmer and chair-
man of the Northern Southland
Deer Discussion Group, Peter
Swann is the new vice-chairman

- of the Southland branch of the
- association.

Committee members are; Harry Rob-
inson, of Spurhead; David Stevens, of
Balfour; George Orr, of Gore; Peier

Tuatapere; Johan Groters, of Otautau;
Murray McWhirter, of Merrivale; Bruce
Story and Een Buckingham, of Wynd-
ham: Joe Wilson, of Invercargill: Geoff
Gill, of Otahuti; Colin Macnicol, of
Dacre; Ewan Burnett, of Glencoe; Susan

Toomey, of Makarewa.

Fl

Southland Farimers Co-op livestock
the Lorneville saleyard.

er Terry Cairns with the new Tb awareness billboard at
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Bovine Tb campaign gears

Billboards are going up at
saleyards around Southland
warning farmers of their re-
sponsibilities under recently
introduced measures to control
the spread of bovine Tb.

From August 1 it became com-
pulsory for the movement of all
cattle and deer aged three
months and .over to be ac-
companied by Tb declaration
cards. c

The cards, which had been
mandatory for stock being
moved from declared movement
control areas, provide infor-
mation to buyers on the Tb
status of the stock and their herd

The change to a compulsory re-
guirement for all cattle and deer,
ess of their origin, is a
further step by the Animal Health
Board in its five-year programme to
eradicate bovine Tb from New Zea-
land.

Not only is there now a manda-
tory requirement for all vendors of
cattle and deer to complete the
declaration cards, but stock from
movement control herds — in
which Tb has been identified —
must carry an official white eartag
and be post-movement tested for
the disease.

.Farmers who now offer stock for

sale’ without the necessary doctr.

mentation face the prospect of
having their stock rejected for
public sale and returned.

The new billboards erected at
Southland saleyards drawing
farmers’ attenition to their re-
sponsibilities were a first for the
South Island, Seuthland Regional
Animal Health Advisory Com-
mittee chairman'Lindsay Wards
said yesterday.

Mr Wards said there had
unfortunately been some prob-
lems in getting the books of
declaration cards out to farmers
and it appeared some farmers
were still confused about what
they shouldwdo.

of origin.
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Mossburn Lions Club vice-president John Douglas adm:

Mossburn unveils giant stag

oy %kg ‘.

ires the town’s new stag monument Yesterday. Picture: CHRISTINE McKENZIE

"

Until recently visitors to Southland could
take home snapshots of giant sausages, fish
and sheep to put in their family albums,

Now, when they pass through Mossburn,
they can capture themselves on film stand-
ing beside a giant concrete stag.

The Mossburn Lions Club yesterday of-
ficially unveiled the stag, which sits in the
town’s main street.

Club vice-president John Douglas said

the monument was a club-community proj-
ect. It was designed and built by Murgy

By MARIE MACKAY

Matuska, of Rotorua.

The town wanted to promote itself as the
deer capital of the country, he said.

Other town monuments in the region
include a trout and ram in Gore, sausages in
Tuatapere, fruit in Cromwell, clydesdale
horses in Clinton, a tap in Wallacetown and
a blade of grass in Invercargill.

Mr Douglas said Mossburn had one of the

first deer farms and deer slaiughtering
plants in New Zealand.

“It gives the town a bit of focus. We don’t
want to be remembered as the last town
you come to before Te Anan.”

The stag weighs 600kg and sits on a
12-tonne rock found in a quarry near the
town. Genuine 18-point antlers are a fea-
ture of the monument.

The unveiling was attended by represen-
tatives from the Southland District Coun-
cil, the Mossburn Development Council and
the Mossburn Lions Club. .

— —_— ——

Training manu

s

out 'soon

on velvet training scheme

Deerfarmers registered as taking
part in the industry’s velvet train-
ing programme should soon receive
their training manuals.

New Zealand Deer Farmers’ As-
sociation national president Clive
Jermy said manuals had been
posted to 180 veterinarians taking
part in the scheme.

They in turn will distribute the
manuals to the 1500 farmers so far
registered. « 48

In recent weeks the scheme

has drawn considerable op-
position from a mainly South
Island breakaway group of deer-
farmers.

It is concerned at the cost and the
fact farmers had not been con-
sulted on the scheme and the new
velvet code of practice.

The aim of the velvet training
scheme is to enable farmers
who have received the necessary
training under the guidance of
participating veterinarians, to
administer the drugs used in

velveting and velvet their own
stags.

The scheme, described by Mr
Jermy as a world first, will not only
reduce farmers’ costs but will also
allay the fears of animal welfare
groups.

The SPCA is a signatory to the
new code of practice, as are the
Agriculture Ministry, the Animal
Welfare Advisory Council, the New

Zealand Veterinary Association, -

the New Zealand Deer Farmers'
Association and the Game Industry

* This is a tem
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NEW ZEALAND
CO-OP LTD

We wish to advise our cli-
ents that as of Monday.
Aug“us_t 16 we will not pe
accepting any Feral Deer
for_ Dbrocession,
T meas-
ure and we will start again
In two or three weeks.

m}m paper for the

Ian Stéwart
. MANAGER
&, 24804

i
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No apologies for venison price stand

Venison New Zealand is tak- 27; / - - v,
ing stock of where it wants to By JOHN cuTT
be in the New Zealand venison
industry with a view to While farmers had in turn been
strengthening its market critical of the company for not
share. - matching the schedules of other ex-

; porters, Mr Maling said the prices his

Company chairman David Maling, company had offered had been
glho has Espent iflt'l}f pastltwo da{Stiré total?y market-led,

e province wi newly appointe e 3 M
comf;any chief executiv‘é 1Ir3n Me- But we know we didn’t sell our
Mahon, agreed the company was Stand to farmers well, .
undercapitalized, But in view of falling venison

“We are looking clos ely at the need  Prices he was confident the stand the

to rethink where Venison New Zea-  company had taken had been vindi-

land stands in the venison industry, cated. .

We must either decide to live within.  Mr Maling said because of the

our means-or seek further capital,” unrealistic and confusing signals the

he said. schedules had given farmers their
What had surprised him, in talking rélévance had to be seriously looked

| 24
to shareholders and farmers, was @ > :
that they no longer considered a co- Companies that have paid higher
operative structure to be essential, :ﬁgﬁ“ﬁﬁ“{gﬁgﬂ’ﬂﬁ t%ﬁﬁfymiﬁﬂ
“What they want is a company that really done farmers a disservice."

e o hets exactly what we . "% 7 908 fer about 100,000 animals |8

: in the past year and an estimated 28

The appointment of Mr McMahon peroenf of yNew Zealand’s venison

as Chl_ef executive was the start of exports, the company is one of the I\ ‘ T

that direetion. industry's major DJRYEI‘S | = el —— I aa o POPR N _L S _ — e

Mr Maling said a major part of Mr- Mr Maling agreed the procurement  Venison New Zealand chairman of directors David Maling (left) and chief executive Tim McMahon who

MeMahon's role would be to develop war had enticed a good number of the spent the past two days at Mossburn meeting staff at the company’s deer slaughter premises and
a strategic plan for the company that company's suppliers to other com- shareholders.

would give a clear focus on the panies ; : “ i :
i <k flows, Mr Maling said, In view of the surplus killing ca- The byproducts market is a diffi-
{;&ﬁgr& direction the company should “But I'm amazed at the amount of -We have got to stop that trenq DPacity that would result, it was a  cult one to crack,"” Mr Maling said.
’I‘h- i s di K support farmers have given the com- (killing females) and rebuild the trend that gave cause for concern. In contrast to other exporters
to s souther sharchoors oy, DR ol companies vere (il tonaley and”on jtcass, of, e Tosson sl il it e i SO
te a local director, he said baying higher prices. As for velveting animals, low pro. Xiling and processing capacity, Mr as tails and yinzzles. bulk frozen
aate 8 yHE sald. “Many have expressed pleasure ATOs Ok I %h AT %D Maling said the company had drop- form, Mr Ma ing said the coméaany
Such an appointment would re- someone like VNZ was taking a ducing stags and those w an ped any idea of building deer slaugh- will further process and export dried

establish a closer contact with fap- . longer-term approach. And (now ven. 8rade velvet should be culled heavily, o premises in Marlborough. Land product.

mer suppliers in the southern part of jgon prices were softening) farmers - he said. Mjany of these animals pro- bought for the purpose was being  Greater efforts would also be put

the country, are returning to VNZ.”" ?ﬁgeghgt}: S‘s;-a{l carcass and fit well o) into research to find new uses for
“Southern shareholders need to Mr Maling said the company 2z ervena programme. The company already operates: byproduets.

Nominaté someone with a strong placed a lot of importance in offering _ Older stags were really suit only three killing and processing plants at Referring to the company’s Moss-

commercial background who also farmers Supply contracts as an the commodity European trade Feilding, Hastings and Mossburn. burn plant, Mr Maling said changes

has'the ability {0 communicate well alternative to schedule and intended Which was developing into a soft o company was putting consider- to EC regulations will require a

with farmers,” ¢ to build on the contract system in the market with a reluctance from able effort into securing a long-term further upgrade and this would have
Mr Maling questioned the procure- future, buyers to pay higher prices. rofitable market for deer bypro- to be completed by January 1.

ment activities of some of the other  During the past two ears large Mr Maling said the industry esti- duets and 15 months ago had taken a Discussions with MAF officials are

glag'e_rs in the venison industry that numbers of hinds had been killed mated there could bée a 20 percent majority shareholding in a new expected to be held soon to determine
ad led fo a virtual brocurement war either by people leaving the industry drop in the number of animals com. specialty, New Zealand-based mar- exactly what those requirements

In the past six months. or farmers seeking increased cash ing forward for kill in the next year. keting company, Dai Yat Luk Yung. might be,

—




Tb researchers look to

| L By Mark Wright

University of Otago scien-
tists researching tuberculosis
in deer hope a new deal with a
leading research-based United
States university will lead them
furtherdown the path to wiping
out the disease.

The Deer Research Labora-
tory at Otago has signed an
agreement with Texas Aand M,
which boasts a big programme
focussing on brucellosis and
non-specific disease resistance
in cattle and bison.

Laboratory director Associ-
ate Professor Frank Griffin,
says research is now taking
them in the direction of being
able to naturally select animals
which show a natural resist-
ance to Tb, and the work being

done by Texas A and M can be
switched to focus on deer.

Collaboratirig with an Ameri-
can University will open the
door to a whole new range of
funding. The links are already
there as the US institution is
using a Tb test developed by
the Otago research group.

Skin tests had proved too
unreliable on their own, and
the blood test they developed,
while 95 percent reliable, cost
$100 per animal.

Frank Griffin and his team
instead came up with an ELIZA
antibody test, which combined
with a skin test, was as reliable
as the blood test, but at a tenth
of the cost.

The Deer Research Lab, in
collaboration with Invermay,
has set up an infected farm
which hasaccelerated research

in protectiveimmunity and dis-
easeresistance. Itallows scien-
tists to study animals reactions
to exposure to the disease as
well as test the efficiency of
vaceines,

Their new Americanresearch
partners have identified a gene
fornon-specific disease resist-
ance, while another setof genes
hasbeen discovered which goy-
ern immunity.

Collaboration between the
OtagoUniversity Deer Lab, the
Agresearch Molecular Biology
Unit, and Texas A and M will
focus on natural infection and
animals which showimmunity,
and how genes interplay in
this.

Associate Professor Griffin
is excited about the future pos-
sibilities, especially as New
Zealand’s deer industry has

i fs-fr3

become the prototype for man-
aging wildlife. “New Zealand
is in the privileged position of
being able to develop models
the rest of the world can fol-
low.”

It’s the potential to apply the
research to humans that is one
of the most exciting aspects of
the research. New Zealand
lacks the sheer human popula-
tion for meaningful paraclinical
research, but as Dr Griffin
points out, bigger animal
populations provide more
scope.

“With deer we have got to

the point where we can ma-
nipulate disease to set up mod-
els of disease in developing
countries or the western world,
This may be useful as a model
for human vaccines.”

It may provide answers with
adisease thatis on the moye in
human populations, in the wake
of the spread of Aids. Tb is
already the leading killer and
by the end of the century the
total number of deaths is ex-
pected torise by more than 300
percent from three to 10 mil-
lion per year. -

It’s predicted thatin the com-

natural iImmunity

ing ten years, 7000 people in
New Zealand and Australia
will contract Tb as a result of
Aids.

Of even more concern is the

way RB bacterium is becom-
ing drug resistant. New York,
doctors are finding the propor-
tion of such cases has gone
from two to seven percent with
a 95 percent fatality rate,

It serves to underscore the
importance of the work Dr
Griffin and his team are doing
on immunology and vaccines.
It may well gro.vide important
answers for humankind.

3
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Mossburn Lions Club, and John Douglas, chairman of Mossburn’s Community Facilities
Committee, with the statue of a stag unveiled in the township last week.

Statue of stag unveiled

By LIANNE MACKAY

The image of Mossburn as
“the deer capital of New Zea-
land” will be fostered by a life-
size statue of a stag unveiled in
the township last week.

The Mossburn Area Devel-
opment Committee initiated
the project in the hope of
giving the town an identity.

The project was supported
by Mossburn Lions and the
Mossburn Community Facili-
ties Committee, according to
the project convener, John
Douglas.

“We don’t want to just be
known as the town you go
through on the way to Te
Anau,” he said.

Deer had provided a focus
for the area, which boasted one
of the first deer farms in the
country at West Dome, and
had a history of deer recovery
and farming. The establish-
ment of a venison processing
plant in the district -had also
been a milestone. -

The company which runs
the plant, Venison New Zea-
land, put $5000 towards the
cost of the statue and the Game

T =

Industry Board donated an-
other $500, leaving the Moss-
burn Lions Club with just $500
to find to finish the project.

Built by Murray Matuschka,
of Taupo, the stag features a
12-point set of antlers and
stands on 12 tonnes of rock
hauled from a Northern South-
land quarry in an environment
created by members of the
area’s two Lions clubs.

Schoolchildren have been in-
vited to come up with a name
for the stag and asked to keep
an eye on it to prevent vandal-
ism.

Venisonﬁg%mpany -
chief on totir |

Venison New Zealand's chief execu-
tive Tim McMahon has only been in the
job for two weeks but he is already well
versed on the venison industry.

Mr McMahon and company chairman
David Maling have spent the past two
days in the province meeting staff at the
company’s Mossburn deer slaughter
premises and shareholders.

Last week the two men inspected the
company’s plant at Feilding and earlier
this week travelled to Hastings.

Those visits had given him a good
look at the company’s operation, he
said. :

Mr Maling said in appointing Mr Mc-
Mahon as chief executive, his directors
had looked for someone with “people
skills” and experience in international
marketing.

Mr McMahon is a former chief execu-
tive of the Cable Price Corporation. In
that role he had often visited Southland
and knew the provinee well, he said.

The venison industry being export-
based was a vital part of the total New
Zezland export industry on which the
future of the country was dependent, he

Mr McMahon said he was pleased to
see that the Cervena programme for
venison was moving away from the
traditional commodity trading concept.

“Venison is still a young industry and
there is tremendous scope for it to
develop with obvious benefits back to
New Zealand and especially to far-
mers.”

As new markets developed, increased
volumes of venison would be needed
and farmers and the industry would
have to move away from seasonal
supply to year-round supply to service
those markets,

Mr McMahon was confident the Cer-
vena programme, at present based on
the United States and Australian mar-
kets, would expand into other regions.

“The future for Venison New Zealand
is customer focussed and the company
intends to supply what its customers
warit.” .

Mr McMahon was pleased that all
company plants had received ISO 9000
quality assurance accreditation.

“To me that’s a feather in VNZ's cap.
But it's only a start and we have to
continue to improve the guality of our
product.” )
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DUNEDIN

An innovative deer vel-
vet product that Otago Uni-
versity students have been
investigating for a busi-
ness contest could become
a lucrative export-earner
for Dunedin, according to
the game industry.

Four Otago postgraduate mar-
keting students will be basing
their presentation on the product
in the finals of a trans-Tasman
competition in Queensland early
next month.

This is the third consecutive
year Otago marketing students
have reached the final of the
ICM Pacific Agribusiness Mar-

Keen inter

Chris Hughes is typical-of

many Te Anau basin deer-
farmers.

His love of the outdoors and
hunting were natural lead-ins to
establishing a highly successful
deerfarming operation.

He has been a member of the
New Zealand Deer Farmers' As-
sociation Fiordland branch since
its formation and stood down as
chairman two weeks ago after a
four-year term.

Mr Hughes came to the Te
Anau hasin in the late 1960s as a
teenager when his father took up
a position as a Lands and Survey
Department farm manager.

His wife, Marg, came fo the
basin in 1975 and stayed.

Not long after leaving school
Mr Hughes sef up & contracting
business finding plentiful work
on the Larnis and Survey farm
developmmt blocks.

élaz

deer velvet produc

keting Competition. For the first
time Otago has also entered an
undergraduate team and it has
also reached its respective final.

Mike Reid, aged 28, a member
of the postgraduate team and a
spokesman for both teams, said
the senior students had put thou-
sands of hours into developing
the idea.

Although the concept was be-
ing put forward in a contest
simulation, he was cenvinced it
was a commercially viable prop-
osition.

The product had been devel-
oped by the students in consul-
tation with Dr Peter Fennessy,
general manager of science and
technology at Agresearch,

Invermay, and the New Zealand
Game Industry Board.

New Zealand deer velvet ex-
ports in their traditional form
were prized in Korea and other
Asian countries for their invig-
orating properties, Mr Reid said.

The velvet was usually mixed
with herbs and boiled for several
hours before being consumed.

The new product offered vel-
vet in soluble form, ready for
immediate use, but in keeping
with Asian cultural reguire-
ments.

The product was high in added
value and was aimed at lucrative
niche markets in Hong Kong and
the nearby province of Guang-
dong, in southern China, he said.

Recreational deer hunting took

-up his-spare time.

A downturn in contracting for-
tunes during; the mid-1970s.en-
couraged him and brother Dave
to venture into deer capture and
part-time helicopter culling.

“T've always been intrigued
with deer. They're an intelligent
and adaptable animal,” he said.

Mr Hughes said he saw the
potential for deerfarming early
on and initially set up a deer
herd with captured animals on a
leased property.

The epporfunity for Mr and
Mrs Hughes to get their own
farm came in 1985 when they
successfully bid ‘at auction for
an 105ha Lands and Survey
block at The Key.

That block is now fully deer-
fenced and ““stocked to the hilt"”
with 1000 hybrid deer.

“It was a numbers game at

first but once we got the num-
bers we were able to cull guite
heavily.”

Today the farm carries about
400 breeding hinds, 280 velveting
stags and replacements.

The replacement stock are
taken through to two years when
the decision is made to either
retain or sell them.

Two-year-old velveting stags
have to cut 1.5kg of C grade
velvet and be of good tempera-
ment to remain in the herd.

With fawning coming at a busy
time of the year for the contract-
ing side of their business, the
hinds are “left to do their own
thing,” Mr Hughes said.

Even with 20 percent of the
herd being first calvers they still
achieve 90 percent fawning,

All the young hinds were preg-
nancy scanned this year for the
first time and any dry hinds —

tudy new

-

Game Industry Board general
manager Chris Bryvan, of Wel-
lington, acknowledged the work
of the Otago students.

The product was in keeping
with the board's emphasis on
added-valued, consumer-friendly
products and could also win
valuable niche markets in
Taiwan, Singapore and Japan, he
said.

Dunedin was already involved
in the drying and slicing of deer
velvet and was a logical place to
base a commercial operation
based on further processing
along the lines suggested.

Ready access to [nvermay and
university scientific expertise
and to supplies of good guality
velvet were also favourable
signs, Mr Bryan said. — NZPA

est in deer industry

apart from the larger wapiti-type
animals, which have been given
a second chance — have gone to
the works.

Mr Hughes said they preferred
the hybrid animal because it was
hardier and better able to cope

with the tougher feed conditions

often experienced in the basin.

He believes low velvet prices
could be a fact of life for the next
year or two.

Because of that, farmers had
to ensure what velvet they did
produce was only of top grade.

Mr Hughes is right behind the
Cervena promotion for New Zea-
land farm-raised venison.

_“The Cervena concept is the
right way to go. Moving away
from Europe into new markets
will eventually see increased dol-
lar returns which farmers will
rightly expect in view of the
investiment they have made in
the scheme.”

-

-




Te Anau contractor and
deerfarmer Chris Hughes,
did not set out to become
embroiled in deerfarming
politics, but as a member of
the National Velvet Stand-
ards Body, he is.

It has not been an easy involve-
ment. There have been many dis-
turbed nights and the family’s soc-
ial life has suffered.

Having to leave golf to be home in
time for a telephone conference

call, for example, was an experi--

ence neither he nor his wife, Marg,
had ever expected.

In'some ways his involvement in
the controversial velvet code of
practice and farmer velvet accre-
ditation scheme was by accident.

In late March, in response to an
advertisement, he along with 31
other interested deerfarmers as-
sembled in Wellington to discuss
the deer industry’s on-farm quality
assurance proposal.

“This was aimed at identifying
acceptable farming practices and
deseribing them in a written form,""
he said.

“Basically what was being at-
tempted was to develop a code of
deerfarming practice that would
further assist New Zealand in
maintaining market access for our
deer products.”

He was appointed to a working
arty to develop a code for animal
ealth. Other working parties were

set up to look at deer yards and
handling facilities, and breeding
and farm management.

The gquality assurance pro-
grammes were a positive response
by the deer industry to the rapid
changes taking place in consumer

awareness and concerns at how -

fog(ci] from animals was derived, he
said.

While attending that first meet-
ing, deerfarmers got wind that a

By JOHN CUTT

velvet code of practice and farmer
accreditatior) scheme was being de-
veloped by the veterinary pro-
fession and was about to be sprung
on farmers. :

He along with other farmers
voiced their concern.

He agreed to be appointed as one
of two deerfarmer representatives
on a committee — the National
Velvet Stanclards Body — to iron
out the wrinkles in the scheme.

Mr Hughes said he first became
involved in the velveting wrangle
last year when the Animal Rem-

edies Board had imposed restrie-

tions on the use by farmers of the
velveting drug, Rompum,

“I was so concerned we faced
losing the right to use the drug 1
wrote in submissions,

“Being able to use 2 percent
Rom]fum rnight be alright for
smaller red deer but for farmers
velveting heavier hybrid animals,
especially here in Southland, we
needed to be able to use it full
strength.”

Mr Hughes said he had accepted
the argument New Zealand farm-
ing practices had to be seen by the
rest of the world as humane if
market access was to be main-
tained in the long term,

But the vet scheme to allow
farmers to continue velveting their
own stags was “difficult and com-
plex and wouldn'’t be accepted at all
by farmers,”

“What w2 needed was a scheme
that was easily understood, work-
able and at the same time one that
would stand up to intense animal
welfare scrutiny.”

For that reason, and his earlier
submissionis on the use of Rompum,
he agreed to be nominated to the
National Velvet Stgndard Body.

Mr Hughes said the debate — at
some times acrimonious — that fol-
lowed the settlement of the scheme
had not been a pleasant experience.

“The scheme is still more com. .

plex that I think it needs to he but
it must now be given a chance to
work, and if vets and farmers take
a practical view, it will work.

“Farmers have to accept ,that
reality says we can't keep operating
deerfarming the way we did in the
past.” _

If farmers could regulate them-
selves then hopefully they would
counter any future attempts for
regulations and restrictions to be
forced on them,

“The fact is that we either accept
the present situation (the introduc-
tion of the farmer accreditation
scheme) or face the prospects of
vet-only velveting or no velveting
at all — and we couldn’t farm deer
as intensively as we do if we
couldn't velvet.”

Mr Hughes acknowledged he had
copped a lot of flak by being on the
National Velvet Standards Body,

Most of the criticism had centred
on farmers wanting to hold on to
something they had always been
able to do, and because it had
worked well in the past why
change, he said.

After all, many farmers had de-
veloped greater expertise in deer
handling — and velveting in par-
ticular — than many veterinarians,

“But people just couldn’t see the
change was needed to protect the
future of not only velveting but
venison as well.”

Debating the issue and arriving
at a compromise scheme had been
“‘extremely hard going,” Mr
Hughes said.

“But all T want is a sensible
system for an industry I believe has
an excellent future.”

Mr Hughes enjoys a good debate

rovided ‘it’s constructive and in-
ormed,

Unlike the Deer Levy Payers’
Group, set up by disgruntled far.
mers to oppose the velvet code of
practice and acereditation scheme,
he prefers to work from within the
deerfarming industry to affect
change.

“People are great at telling you
what's wrong, but they're not 50
good at saying what should be put
in its place.

Te Anau basin deerfarmers Marg and Ch

| _‘; 5y

- “I agree with some of the points

the levy payers' group have been
making, but not the way they're
going about it,

“We need a year now for the
scheme to settle down and to give
everyone time to assess the system.
At the end of the day I'm confident
the scheme will be workable,” he
said.

ris Hughes,

Mrs Hughes said her husband |
had proved he was a good business- |
man and had never been afraid of |
committee work. “But I never
thought he would get so involved in
political affairs. :

“At times I think he wondered
why he ever got involved — it was
not something he went looking
for.” :




The Government had at last realised
the enormity of the Th crisis and was now
putting money into research. They also ac-
cepted their responsibility for pest control
cmt al:elr Department of Conservation
estate.

Mr McNab said the Animal Health
Board approach had been adapied but
when it was set up about four years ago
there was little money and the skin tesis
were cost efficient. The board had listened,
in particular, to farmers and veterinarians
in the field. :

“We all realised Tb was out of control

6 fifers

By John Stirling
Otago Daily Times |
Farm Editor

around the world. Other countries are
throwing milllons at the problem and it
was expected they would have it at least
under control In five years.

“Then they will look hard at countries
with Tb and the likelihood was a new type
of trade barrler, especially if Gatt talks are

Togher |
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Time is running out fast for New Zealand
in the racé to roll back the insidious ad-
vances made by bovine tubérculosis in the
past decade.
No one has any exclusive answers and
manmst ass_umgtlons missed the mark.
et years of shadow boxing the main
layers in the campaign to eradicate Tb,
Eotfl inslde and outside the establishment
authorities, appear to be working together.
If they are, it is a triumph for pro-
ducers and the veterinarlans servicing
them. By the 1990s it was obvious the
eradication system was falling. Iis
reliance on the skin test and killin
possums was nof stopping the spread of Th.

In the south critics of the scheme went |

for the jugular. They were supported by
deer farmers, who unlike cattlemen, were
not compensated for condemned animals
reacting to the skin test and slaughtered.

They were angered when some con-
demned animals showed no sign of Th.

From Ota%o Unliversity’s mlcroblologi
department, immunologists Drs Fran
Griffin and Gien Buchan said this was to be
exi»ected if a test was the only tool avall-
able and had been unchanged for 100

ears. The test not only identified some
ealthy animals as reactors, it could also
miss the severely diseased animals.

In the late 19808 they developed tests
for deer that overcame the limitations of
the skin test. These tests have since been
uset}dsuccessful]y in deer throughout the
world.

. Drs Griffin and Buchan suggested the
possum was being used as a scapegoat and
that Th was endemic in other animals such
as ferrets, wild cats and pigs. They also

ointed the finger at recalcitrant farmers.
ese views were supported by several
southern veterinarians.

In the past 12 months there has been a
new accord. The Animal Health Board in
Wellington has accepted the advice of its
regional commitiees (Reglonal Animal
Health Advisory Committees, or RAHACS)
and produced a proposed strategy that
draws on the expertise of all parties.

Otago RAHAC chairman Bruce
McNab sald there was a new awareness of
the disaster Tb posed for producers and the
country. The Animal Health Board
recognised. that no one group all had the
answers. But there was strength in gettin
evﬁ{yone working together, Mr McNa
sa :

There was no doubt the work of Otago
University’s microblology department’s
team was valuable, but they too were part
of a total equation that brought together
several research stations.

successful.”

Dr Griffin and his team began working

on Th more by accident than design. The
set up the deer research laboratory am
have n outspoken on the subject. They

are now enthusiastic about the way the

eradication strategy is golng.
They see it as a Pro

.be the saving grace for

internationa

bovine Th, leading the way.

Most importantly they see producers
accepting greater re:lponslblmy and con-
t in a practical and

realistic approach when picking winners.

trol. This had to res

: fl:attlng the
e Animal

e

amme that could
ew Zealand as the
fear of Th and its close
assoclation with Aids increases. Here was
a couniry united in iis determination to
eradicate the disease and, in most areas of

Deer farmed under quarantine in Otago

area -lrairl model for Tb'

research in humans.

Research!(;:};%a pool ideas

By John Stirling

The fight against bovine Th in New

| Zealand has taken on a new dimen-

sion in recent months as all the dif-
ferent sectors fig the disease
have adopted a united approach.

Associate Prof Frank
Griffin and Dr Glen Buchan, of
Otage University’s deer research
laboratory — both long-time critics
of the Th eradication programme —
believe a new level of co-operation
has been achieved.

They said it was gratifying to
see interested oups coming
together and pool ideas. The
local regional animal health com-
mittees had done a marvellous job
ass roots message fo

ealth Board in Well-
ington.

“Throughout New Zealand
there are researchers doing impor-
tant work on Th. The exciting thing
is we’re now all working together.

“We were not part of the
‘establishment’ and became in-

ved almost by accident. Because
of this we could speak out and not
worry about losing jobs. With a
fresh approach we pointed out the
many weaknesses in the previous
eradication campaign.

“There was a paranoia about
possums, when this was only part of
the problem. Now there is accept-
ance that irresponsible manage-

.ment by some producers is s -

cant with tough new rules being in-
troduced. ere a greater
awareness of -other problem’
animals such as ferreis, wild cats
and?igs.

“There is still a need for better
tests on cattle. The old skin test is

at up to a point, then it fails. We

veloped tests for deer which are
used around the world. These could
be adapted for cattle. The Animal
Health Board is now looking for a
suitable blood test. -

“The exira mm:uaivs now betndg
put into Th research is commend-
able. Having the Depariment of
Conservation doing more work on
possum control is also an important
step forward.” .
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Deer model for study
~of Tb in humans

By John Stirling

New Zealand is not alone in its fight to
control an upsurge in bovine Tb. All around
the world countries are facing a disease
many thought they had beaten.

Virtually all countries with cattle or deer are
desperately upgrading their efforts to hold back
the spread of bovine Tb. There is now a realisa-
tion that any solution will take dedication and
vast amounts of money., -

Associate Prof Frank Griffin, an im-
munologist at Otago University’s rnicrobiologg
department, is also leader of the deer researc
laboratory, which is part of the department. His
interest in deer began as a study of the im-

munology of a wild animal which had been

domesticated. _

He sdid the farmed deer was a unique
animal. It was several centuries since a wild
animal was taken into captivity and farmed. As
it happened with deer over such a short period,
there were exciting research possibilities.

‘““We started out looking at several diseases
but farmers kept telling us Tb was their greatest
fear. At that stage the skin test used to identify
infected animals had been around for 100 years
and was failin%l.l”

“Deer in those days were worth big dollars
and farmers were most unhappy when a reactor
was slaughtered and there was no sign of Tb.”

“The skin test was valuable in identifying
clean and infected herds. Its failure was not
being able to identify severely infected animals.
It also identified as reactors animals which had
fought off the disease and avium Th which was
not serious.”

Professor Griffin said developing a blood
test was not difficult. The real problem was
doing trials to prove its sensitivity and specifici-
ty. During the six-year period, more than 5,000
animals had been autopsied to determine the va-
lidity of the blood test for Tb.

ince the deer research laboratory devel-
oped the blood test it had been used successfully
in New Zealand, Saudi Arabis, the United States,
Canada and South Aftica. ‘ '

With growing world attention focusing on Tb,
the work to eradicate the disease in New Zealand
deer herd was seen as unique.

“At an international forum on Tb in
Stockholm this year the paper we delivered on
deer and Tb control was seen as identifyin% a
new model for studying Tb in man through the
use of animals,” Professor Griffin said.

‘“Here in Otago we have a deer property
which could be a research laboratory for the
world. The farm has been quarantined and is de-

liberately stocked with infected animals.’’

“The deer are a natural model for Tb
research. We can undertake experiments that
can’t be done with humans or mice."”

“Bovine Tb research results can be trans-
ferred for use in the human population. On the
quarantined deer farm, vaccines can be tested
or the search for a gene with Tb resistance fast
tracked. That farm can be magic and the world
is now wanting to share the action.”

Professor Griffin emphasised the co-
operative nature of the Froperty, which was
operated by AgResearch Invermay and funded
by the Animal Health Board and the Foundation
for Research Science and Technology.

The key factor in the farm's success was the
veterinary skills of Dr Colin MacIntosh, from
Invermay. )

_ Since the deer research group developed the
blood test and another less expensive test called
the ELISA (Enzyme Linked Immunosorbent
Assay) doors had opened from a world s gl-
ing to handle Th eradication programmes that
had fallen apart, he said. -
~ The deer research group had been involved
in a $20 million Saudi Arabian programme to
eradicate Tb from the royal oryx herds, a crit-
ical operation to save the species from extinc-
gon. There were only 40 left in the world at the

me. ,

The group’s expertise was used in elk herds
in the United States and Canada as well as sev-
eral zoos and parks.

Another on-going operation was the eradica-
tion of Tb from émger ark in South Africa. The
park was about the same size as New Zealand

and bovine Tb was rapidly spreading through the _

grazing animals, such as antelopes, and then into
carnivores such as lions.

“To clean up Kruger Park is a massive
undertaking and will take years to achieve,”
Professor Griffin said. ‘‘They’re using our
testing technology and accept that every animal
has to be tested. Tourists bring in millions of
dc)}larsi and no one wants to look at sick and dying
animals. :

- Editorial contact:
Roab Tipa

Ph (03) 477 4760
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Deer model for study

of Tb in humans

By John Stirling

New Zealand is not alone in its fight to
control an upsurge in bovine Th. All around
the world countries are facing a disease
many thought they had beaten.

Virtually all countries with cattle or deer are
desperately u%%rg ing their efforts to hold back
the spread of bovine Tb. There is now a realisa-
tion that any solution will take dedication and
vast amounts of money.

Associate Prof Frank Griffin, an im-
munologist at Otago University’s microbiolo.
department, is also leader of deer researc
laboratory, which is part of the department. His
interest in deer began as a study of the im-
munology of a wild animal which had been
domesticated.

_He said the farmed deer was a unique
animal. It was several centuries since a wild
animal was taken into captivity and farmed. As
it happened with deer over such a short period,
there were exciting research possibilities.

“We started out looking at several diseases
but farmers kept telling us Tb was their greatest
fear. At that stage the skin test used to identify
infected animals had been around for 100 years
and wasfailing.”

“Deer in those days were worth big dollars
and farmers were most unhappy when a reactor
was slaughtered and there was no signof Tb.”

“The skin test was valuable in identifying
clean and infected herds. Its failure was not

ing able to identify severely infected animals.
It also identified as reactors animals which had
fought off the disease and avium Tb which was
not serious.”

Professor Griffin said developin% a blood
test was not difficult. The real problem was
doing trials to prove its sensitivity and specifici-
ty. During the six-year period, more than 5,000
animals had been autopsied to determine the va-
lidity of the blood test for Tb.

ince the deer research laboratory devel-
oped the blood test it had been used successfully
in New Zealand, Saudi Arabia, the United States,

Canada and South Africa. . o -

With gromg F world attention focusing on Tb,
the work to eradicate the disease in New Zealand
deer herd was seen as unique.

“At an international forum on Tb in
Stockholm this year the paper we delivered on
deer and Th control was seen as identifying a
new model for studying Th in man through the
use of animals,”’ Professor Griffin said.

“Here in Otago we have a deer property
which could be a research laboratory for the
world. The farm has been quars: itined and is de-
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liberately stocked withinfected animals.’’

“The deer are a natural model for Tb
research. We can undertake experiments that
can’t be done with humans or mice.”

“Bovine Tb research results can be trans-
ferred for use in the human population. On the
quarantined deer farm, vaccines can be tested
or the search for a gene with Th resistance fast
tracked. That farm can be magic and the world
isnow wanting to share the action.”

Professor Griffin emphasised the co-
operative nature of the I;-nropert:,v, which was
operated by AgResearch Invermay and funded
by the Animal Health Board and the Foundation
for Research Science and Technology.

The key factor in the farm’s success was the
veterinary skills of Dr Colin Maclntosh, from
Invermay. .

Since the deer research group developed the
blood test and another less nsive test call
the ELISA (Enzyme Linked Immunosorbent
Assay) doors had opened from a world struﬁ‘gl-
ing to handle Th eradication programmes that
had fallen apart, he said. _ -

The deer research group had been involved
in a $20 million Saudi Arabian programme {o
eradicate Tb from the royal oryx herds, a crit-
ical operation to save the species from extinc-
gon. There were only 40 left in the world at the

me.

The group’s expertise was used in elk herds
in the United States and Canada as well as sev-
eralimﬁm oa-goi ti the eradi

er on-going operation was the eradica-
tion of Tb from Eruger Park in South Africa. The
park was about the same size as New Zealand
and bovine Th was rapidly spreading through the
grazing animals, such as antelopes, and then into
carnivores such as lions.

“To clean up Kruger Park is a massive
un and will take years to achieve,”
Professor Griffin said. “They’re using our
testing technology and accept that every animal
has to be testeﬁ Tourists bring in millions of
do!larsl and no one wants to look at sick and dying
animais.
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Recently deerfarmers would
have received a copy of the New
Zealand Farmed Deer Industry
strategy summary.

This document will form the
basis of regional producer meet-
ings which will be held in South-
land during next month.

All deerfarmers should take
the opportunity fo attend one of
these producer meetings.

‘I found the document interest-
ing and it is pleasing to be
involved in a primary industry
where both producers and
processors can sit down and
discuss planning and priorities
for the future.

It sets challenges for the indus-
try, for producers to becoming
more aware of the needs in the
market place and both producers
and processors to becoming
closer partners, changing the
historical “opposition” mindset.

As a producer, I found some
comfort in the strategic direction
— ‘the way to
profitability for the deer indus-
try. : ; '

To achieve that, we must focus
on value not volume, be quality
driven and differentiate our

increase

products in the market place. All

.are important points if we want

to maintain a competitive edge.

It is important to continue to
position ourselves for the longer-
term so we are well placed to
take advantage of improved
economic conditions when they
happen.

There is certainly no point in
sitting on our hands wishing we
had done something when things
do improve.

There is only one good position
on ‘the competitive playing field
and that's playing downhill.

. Tonly hope there are still a few
players left on our’side when it

comes to halftime as many have
taken some solid” blows in the.

game of deerfarming.’

But we are told the medium to
long-term outlook for the indus-
try is good and if you don't agree
with that statement I would
suggest “it's time you looked
closely at your involvement in
deerfarming.

And as for the industry strat-
egy summary, 1 see deerfarming
has lined up second to dairy on
the gross margins stakes for this
year ahead of bull beef and
sheep.

The document has also high-
lighted the importance of contin-

‘ual planning for the future of

deerfarming in New Zealand.
The end result could well be

the difference between being a

winner. or an also ran on the

- world market.
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From left: David Maling (Chairman of Directors, Venison

New Zealand), Tim McMahon (New Chief Executive Officer

of Venison New Zealand) both from Wellington. Ted Porteous,

Mossburn Lions Club admire the new stag monument; a

symbol of the mainstay of the area. .
& 4 | Photo: Daphne Burnby

«MOSSBURN: THE DEER
CAPITAL OF NEW ZEALAND

Gore has it’s Romney and Brown Trout, Ashburton a Rainbow Trout and many
other places in New Zealand have various Big Fruits to symbolise the mainstay

of the region. Now Mossburn has a rather elegant stag, which has been set in

natural surroundings on State Highway 94.

The community
desired a symbol for the
town and with very sub-
stantial assistance from
Venison N.Z. it now has a
symbol it can be proud
of.

The stag cost $6,000 to
be made and erected and
of that $5,000 was funded
by Venison N.Z., $500
from the Game Industry
Board.and $500 was do-
nated by the Mossburn
Lions Club. Already it
has become a tourist at-
traction, with many stop-
ping to photograph
Mossburn’s latest addi-
tion.

Venison N.Z. was
formed four years ago,
and owns three factories.
The two North Island
plants, in Fielding and
Hastings, are run under
a management contract

so the Mossburn Plant is
the only one which has
it’s own staff. There are
approximately sixty staff
nationwide, and in excess
of forty of these are em-
ployed in Mossburn.

Tim McMahon has just
been appointed the com-
pany’s first Chief Execu-
tive Officer and he has
just completed a fact-

finding tour of the coun-_

try with the Chairman of
Directors, David Maling.
The appointment of a
CEO is an indication of
the changes and growth
going on within'the com-
pany at present.

Mr McMabhon is taking
the opportunity to meet
the staff and explain the
future plans of the com-
pany. There is a desire to
create Venison N.Z’s own
culture and tie the team

together. It is planned
that the company will
have a united identity,
rather than the isolated
units being seen at
present. There will be a
much more focused ap-
proach and the manage-
ment wants to work
closely with share-
holders, the farmers. The
farmers have supported
the company with capital
and stock for the plant
and the company will
now utilise that support
to maximise the return
back to both the compa-
ny and the farmer.

The company is based
in Wellington but Mr
Maling and Mr McMa-
hon are keen to see a
director from this area
on the board. They re-
quire someone with com-
‘mercial experience who

is supported by the local
farming - community.
Farmers now reguire a
commercial orientated
board. The strength in
the company is in Plant
and Management exper-
tise and the weakness
which is now being ad-
dressed has been the lack
of focus.

Venison N.Z. contrib-
utes greatly to the local
area, even away from the
Plant. Venison N.Z. is the
major source of employ-
ment in the immediate
area and without it,
many of the people at
present resident in Moss-
burn would be forced to
look elsewhere for that
employment. It is a
mainstay of the popula-
tion of the town.

Daphne Burnby
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Tb resurgence worries world experts

/6 43 By John Stirling

Last year three million people died of tuberculdsis. By the
end of this century that figure is expected to be more than

12 million annually.

Tb has resurfaced as a killer of
the 1990s, usually in conjunction
with Aids. It is no longer a
disease of third world countries.

Associate Prof Frank
Griffin, of Otago University's
microbiology department, is an
immunolo with a special in-
terest in as he is also head of
the Deer Research Laboratory.

The similarity between human
Tb and bovine Tb in animals was
close, Prof Griffin said. Both
were caused by bacteria that
belonged to the mycobacterium
family. Humans could contract
bovine Tb and animals could be
affected by human Tb.

While both forms of Tb could
be fatal when left untreated, it
was readily treatable. It was im-
portant to realise the organism
only had a mild effect when its
host was in good health. This was
true for both animals and
Jhumans.

Growing fears

Earlier this year, Prof Griffin
was a guest speaker at an inter-
national forum on tuberculosis in
Stockholm. His topic was_the
unique opportunities New
Zealand farmed deer offered in
the studyof allformsof Th.

He said the Stockholm meeting
gave a global view of the disease
and its resurgence in every part
of the world. It also brought
home the growing sense of fear
that Tb might be out of eontrol.

New Zealand had to under-
stand this fear as this belief was
being' picked up by consumers
and would have an impact on
markets. :

There was no possibility of this
country’s meat and dairy pro-
ducts harbouring Tb. In the New
Zealand environment there was
only a remote chance of humans
contracting bovine Tb and this
would be through contact with
live or recently killed animals or
unpasteurised milk. It could be
easily cured.

Unfortunately, consumers
were increasingly wary of any-
thing that had even the slightest
association with Tb.

“In America recently a survey
asked the question: “Would you
eat a cookie made by someone
with AIDs’. ]

“Even though there is no
possible way that Aids could be
spread through a cookie, the vast
majority surveyed said no.”

As New Zealand producers
came to terms with implemen-
ting a comprehensive Tb control
programme, they had to be
aware of how the disease was
perceived by consumers. They
saw Tb as a potential time bomb,
to be avoided if possible.

Products from a country with
endemic areas of Tb could be
suspect, no matter how irra-
tional such a suggestion might

e. e

He said the full impact of Th on
countiries racked by war and
poverty had to be put into
?erspective. The disease now af-
ected one third of the world’s
population. While more a disease
of developing countries, it was a
rapidly increasing problem in
the West.

Mutation

The most frightening revela-

tion was a strain of Tb which had
mutated to become resistant to
antibiotics. Anyone with this
strain of Tb was unlikely to sur-
vive. Like Aids, it was a death
sentence.
. Professor Griffin said it was
important to realise that Tb was
only a killer when a body was
genetically susceptible and
under stress. This was the same
for humans and animals.
%-Iealthy populations had little to
ear.

But in countries such as those
in Africa where conditions were
primitive and the fpeople ting
wars, drought or famine, was
endemic. For these populations
their immune systems were al-
ready at breaking point. Many
countries were also ravaged by

Aids wiped out the immune
system and literally provided an
incubator for Th. The cause of
death for most Aids victims was

. This was as true in third
world countries as it was on the
st;reet:‘i:;1 New York, wher:rzome
drug icts were dying from a
strain resistant to antibiotics.

In some parts of the United
States drug addicts with Th were

EEEEeee———e =

Associate Prof'Frﬁnk Griﬁin (right) wi
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h part of his team of researchers from Otago University’s >an
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deer research laboratory. From left, they are Kirsten Prendergast, Ngaire Chinn, Bridget McMillan,
Lynn Slobbe, Jan Hesketh and Sarah Hobk.

imprisoned to ensure they com-
pleted a course of antibiotics,
which usually lasted several
months. Research indicated
resistance could result from an
incorgfletecourseo antibiotics.

Addiets gave up on antibiotics
because the “high” from drugs
was often lost while on a recov-
€ery course. :

In the developing countries
where Tb was endemic, the size
of the problem overwhelms the
logistics of vaccination and an-

tibiotics. Those at risk were
children and the elderly. In some

African villages there were no
young or old people. .

Those remaining were often
HIV positive and likely to die
from Aids. Already some Afri-

'‘can villages were reduced fo

ghost towns.
““As the world wakes up to the

‘enormity of the Tb problems

authorities are beginning to
grapple with the cost. If the pa-
tient is fighting both Aids and Tb
the drugs needed are expensive
and Ttge tt;ostishorrteggo&s.‘:img

“The is e ]
are only d eglyng the inevitable.
In many third world countries
the moral dilemma is less of a
worry. To treat everyone with
these diseases would almost
cripple their economies.

“It was the sort of dilemma
that made compulsive viewing

on television and the world will is telling us we've got it wrong.
see more documentaries. Along
the way Tb of any sort will in-
g be_ associated with
Aids. ere is now -an. even
ater urgency fo eradicate the -
ase from New Zealand.
_““‘Aids and Tb are the warning
signs of a sick world. We have
raped the planet and now nature

The massive population in. —
creases in recent years are un- l
su:tﬂx:linable and throughout lﬂl& -
worldresources arerunning out.
“Throughout history, disease

has controlled human excesses
with the less fortunate suffering.
The signs suggest it’s happening
againright now.”
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B GENERAL NEWS

Deerfarmers irate at demise

The marketing arm of
Venison New Zealand (;o-
operative, one of the major
players in the New Zealand
venison indusiry, has gone
belly up and Southland
deerfarmers are irate.

Shareholders were informed
at the company’s annual meeting
in Feilding on Tuesday that the
directors had resolved, because
of trading difficulties, to place
the company’s marketing arm in
voluntary liquidation.

. Suppliers of deer look set to
lose heavily as a result.

Farmers who have _supplie:d
deer to Venison New Zealand's
two processing plants in the

By JOHN CUTT

North Island and the plant at
Mossburn under contract fear
they might not receive full pay-
ment for their stock.

One local farmer yesterday
confirmed' he stood to lose
$20,000 for deer supplied but not
yet paid for. And others would
be a similar situation.

Company general manager
David Maling said the processing
arm of Venison New Zealand

. was not in financial strife.

However, farmers fear' the
shockwaves of the latest develop-
ment will impact heavily on the

company’s processing plants.

South Island deerfarmers ac-
count for about one-third of the
company’s shareholders, the
majority of which live in South-
1a.r‘1d and Otago. 1)

However, in spite of having a
such large stake in the company,
Southland shareholders are not
represented at the board table.

They had attempted to redress
that situation at Tuesday’s
annual meeting by nominating
Wayne Hill and Dave Peek as
directors. That attempt was un-
successful.

It appears ‘that farmer con-
cerns, mainly about  how the
company was being managed

and its products marketed, had
been made known to directors
many times in the past 12 to 18
months.

One farmer described the re-
sponse to those concerns as ‘“‘ar-
rogant.”

The Southland Times under-
stands the co-operative’s market-
ing company had been losing
money for several months.

Further contributing to Ven-
ison New Zealand’s financial
problems’ was its March 1992
investment in the Dai Yat Luk
Yung company.

Venison New Zealand took a
62.5 percent shareholding in the
company to give it access to
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of marketing operation

processing and marketing of
deer by-products.

The Dai Yat Luk Yung com-
pany has, however, been a poor
performer, incurring substantial
losses.

It ceased trading last month
after Venison New Zealand de-
cided it could no longer continue
financing its operation.

Mr Maling is the chairman of
both the Dai Yat Luk Yung
company and Venison New Zea-
land.

Mr Maling yesterday cited ad-
verse exchange rate movements
as one of the reasons for the
marketing losses.

Another factor had been the
high prices the company had had
to pay farmers for stock destined
for the high priced United States
Cervena venison market. That
market had not realized the an-
ticipated high prices, he said.

Mr Maling was quick to state
that the co-operative processing
arm of Venison New Zealand
was not in financial strife.

Closing down the marketing
arm would “stop the bleeding,”
and protect the co-operative’s
processing assets.

He said shareholders would
soon receive a proposal to con-
vert the company to an unlisted
public company.

“We’'ve got people interested
(in providing additional capital)
if we restructure.”

Farmers now had a choice, he
said. Either support the
restructured company and keep
it alive by supplying throughout
or let it die.

While what had taken place
was “disappointing” and a “real
tragedy,” Mr Maling hoped the
restructuring would produce a
good outcome.

deerfarmers spoken to yester-
day feel so strongly that some
are prepared to let Venison New
Zealand fall over completely
rather than try to prop it up.

The ‘Southland branch of the

New Zealand deerfarmers As-
sociation chairman, Neville Cun-
ningham, endorsed the senti-
ments expressed by farmers.

What had happened to Venison
New Zealand had been the direct
result of bad decision-making.

Venison New Zealand’s prob-
lems should not, however, be
seen as deer industry troubles.

“In the eyes of farmers the
company has made some silly
decisions and I hold the directors
directly responsible for what has
happened.

“The directors just haven’t
listened to what people in South-
land have been saying for the
past 12 months.

“It’s a sad state of affairs.”

Deer company shaky

(<] RS AR ¢

The collapse of Venison
New Zealand’s marketing
carm has made the con-
“tinued operation of the
“company’s ~processing
plants tenuous.

That was the impression
gained by a large crowd of sup-
- pliers ' and shareholders at a
- meeting in Mossburn on Wednes-
day night.

The meeting was attended by
‘company chairman David Mal-
-ing, chief executive Tim
‘McMahan and director Keith
. Sutton. It was chaired by Moss-
“burn farmer Peter Swann.

Although feelings were run-
.ning high, Mr Swann said far-
.mers were controlled in their
questioning and the meeting was

“not as hot as we thought it
might have been.” .

At the company’s annual meet-
ing in Feilding last week, share-
holders were told the marketing
operation was to be placed in
voluntary liguidation because of
heavy sustained losses.

Because of that many suppliers
of farmed and feral deer have
not been paid and now also face
considerable financial losses.

The Southland Times under-
stands shareholders were told at
the annual meeting that sup-
pliers might receive 70c for each
$1 owed.

The Mossburn meeting on
Wednesday was told that figure
could now be at best 50c and at
worst ‘‘they may not get any-

thing,” Mr Swann said.

The. impression those attend-
ing the meeting gained was that
the situation of unsecured credi-
tors was very tenuous.

Deerfarmers through the New

Zealand Deer Farmers’ Associ--

ation invested an initial $1.2
million in Venison New Zealand
four or five years ago. That
investment now stands at $1.78
million. .

The investment had been de-
signed to give producers a sub-
stantial say in the venison pro-
cessing industry.

Mr Swann said it appeared the
investment had been lost and the
company’s shares were how
worth nothing.

He said the situation was so
bad that one farmer stood to lose
his farm because of the VNZ's
marketing collapse and other far-

mers were considering taking
court action to recover their
losses.

Feral deer operators also are at
risk of losing large sums of
money for captured deer pro-
cessed through the company’s
tMossburn plant and not yet paid
or.

The message farmers received
on Wednesday was a virtual re-
versal of what a similar meeting
in Mossburn in August and what
farmers who had made direct
approaches to the company as
late as just two weeks ago had
been told. o

Mr Swann said a meeting held
on Wednesday afternoon agreed
to form an unofficial working
party to consider options to en-
sure the Mossburn plgnt con-
tinued to operate.
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Phone runs hot after venison .
marketing company disclosure €eti

The telephone of New Zealand
Deer Farmers Association presi-
dent Clive Jermy has been ‘“red
hot” with calls from Southland
deerfarmers following the news
that one of the country’s major
venison marketing companies
has been placed in voluntary
liguidation. -

Shareholders at Venison New Zealand
Co-operative’s annual meeting in Feild-
ing on Tuesday were told the co-
operative had recorded a $1.2 million
loss for the past year, a figure which
included losses from the liquidation last
month of velvet and byproduct
processor subsidiary Dai Yat Luk Yung
Ltd.

They were told that as a result of the
ongoing losses, the co-operative’s mar-
keting arm was to cease trading.

In spite of VNZ’s chairman David
Malipg’s assurance that the co-

operative’s processing operation re-
mained sound, Southland farmers are
concerned the company’s processing
plants will also suffer from its with-
drawal from marketing. |: i

Farmers are also concerned that their
investment in VNZ, originally to the
tune of $1.2 million in shares and now
close to $1.8 million might be at risk.

As part of the share-buying deal in
VNZ, the Deer Farmers Association
gained the right to appoint three of the
company’s eight directors.

Mr Jermy said yesterday the associ-
ation had not itself taken a hands-on
role in the management of the company
because that was an area for which the
directors were responsible, he said.

He said the association had been
advised at VNZ’s annual meeting of the
decision: to wind up the marketing
company.

“We were informed that to ensure

. ongoing viability and to protect share-

holders’ assets, the company will focus
on its historic core activity of processing
and will seek strategic alliances with
other companies to fulfil the marketing
function.

“The company intends o restructure
its board and operations to reflect the
proposed change and focus.” \

Mr Jermy said the association, as a
major shareholder in VNZ, was 'con-
cerned for the welfare of producer
shareholders. :

The decisions taken by the board to
protect assets by refocusing its oper-
ations to its core business would-. be
carefully monitored.

“We have asked the chairman (David
Maling) to convene an early special
general meeting to restructure the
board and bring shareholders up to date
with details of the restructured com-
pany.

“While we are very disappointed with
the situnation VNZ finds itself in, we
believe the current board has taken the
only option in the interests of both
creditors and shareholders.

“We hopé that the . prompt action

er f

taken by the board ‘to. manage VN_Z
difficulties will also minimize any dis-

JANNE MACKAY

ruption ‘to domestic and international
markets.”’

. Mr. Jermy said he was confident the
company would return to profitability,

“The NZDFA will play whatever role
it can in assisting the company to
achieve that goal.”

He was welliaware of the depth of
feeling and conceérn of farmers in South-
land, he said.

However, Mr Jermy urged farmers.
not to react negatively but to
continuesupporting the company's
Mossburn processing plant once a suc-
cessful agreement had been reached to
transfer marketing to another exporter.
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By LIANNE MACKAY

Farmers owed money by Ven-
ison New Zealand are setting up
a creditors’ group in the hope of
getting some payment from the

company.

The sttuation of unsecured creditors
has been the subject of some concern
among deer farmers since the company
announced two weeks ago its marketing
arm was going into voluntary liquidation.

Money owed will seriously affect the
cash flow of some farming operations, but
farmers and helicopter deer recovery
operators are just as worriéd about the
long-term impact.

The future of Venison New Zealand’s
processing plant in Mossburn is far from
secure and, apart from possible problems
getting stock Kkilled during thé peak
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1ers forming creditors’ group

demand season, farmers believe the com-
pany's problems will probably drive
down the venison schedule and further
affect their incomes.

The schedule was already down on last
year but dropped further last weekend,
Five Rivers farmer Ian Hamilton said.

He is owed about $2500 for 12 hinds he
had killed at the Mossburn plant and he
learned last week his 2800 shares in the
company would now have little value.

He said yesterday he was angry the
company allowed its works to carry on
killing deer when top management must
have realized they would have problems
paying for them.

Farmers had been kept in the dark
about the problems and the company’s
a?nouncemem had been a bolt from the

ue.

“A year ago things were looking so
positive; they were talking about expand-
ing,” Mr Hamilton said.

Venison NZ chief quits

HASTINGS

Venison New Zealand said yester-
day its chief executive of five
months, Tim McMahon, had resigned
in the wake of the company’s de-
cision to wind up its marketing arm.

Chairman David Maling said Mr Mahon
had resigned as a cost-cutting measure be-
cause Venison NZ did not need the same
administration levels with its Auckland-
based marketing company closing.

Mr MeMahon would continue working
with Venison NZ for the next three months.
until his contract ran out.

The financial problems Venison NZ was
experiencing had nothing to do with Mr
McMahon, Mr Maling said.
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The company’s Auckland office, which
employed 10 people, now had a skeleton staff
who would continue working until it closed,
Mr Maling said.

Rationalization of every facet of the com-
pany would be undertaken. The number of
directors had been reduced by half.

Those to retain their positions were My
Maling, Nigel Gould, of Lower Hutt, and
Keith Sutton, of Wellington. Feilding farmer
Don Linklater had been elected to the board.

The directors planned to form a “creditors’
committee” to represent those owed money
by the company during the winding up of its
marketing arm.

Venison NZ had stopped procuring stock
on October_ 15 and would wind up the
company using its own resources.

“About a month ago, we were aware-

they were starting to delay killing pay-
ments, but there wasn’t any indication
they were in this much trouble.’”

Mr Hamilton hoped to get stock killed
elsewhere, but was not optimistic about
prices.

He said the sitnation would “knock
farmers’ confidence around,” but he be-
lieved the long-term outlook for deer was
good.

“It's 2 good product — it should be
okay.”

However, for some farmers coping with
the short-term consequences will be a
wWorry.

One Lumsden farmer, who did not
want to be named and who is owed a
substantial amount of money, said he was
angry about the lack of information.

“I want to know who to blame.

“‘Other companies were working in the
same situation ... and they made a
proﬁ "

_ Mr Maling said placing the company into
liquidation or receivership was considered
premature and was likely to prejudice the
ability of the company to dispose of stock and
inventories in an orderly fashion.

Liguidation or receivership would also
result in further costs in court proceedings
and liguidator or receiver’s fées, he said.

“Such costs will only deplete the pool of
assets available for distribution to the com-
pany’s creditors.”

The creditors’ committee would consider
options for asset realization.

Mr Maling said the directors strongly
urged all ereditors to support these actions as
they believed they were the best way to
maximize the value of asset realization and
to retain the value of those assets for the

_ benefit of all creditors. — NZPA
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Meanwhile, the Mossburn plant has
been working under contract for the
North Island company, Duncan and Co,
and has two weeks’ more work in the
pipeline.

Manager Ian Stewart said the plant was
also killing feral deer on behalf of owners
who could find a market and had helped
organize a feral meat sale for one owner.

The plant had béen “opened up’” and
was now available to kill for any com-
pany interested in using its facilities, but
with the chilled meat season winding
down Mr Stewart did not expect “too
much.”

In spite of the uncertain future for staff,
morale in the plant was not too low, he
said.

Shareholders and suppliers are still
considering options for taking over the
Mossburn works and hope to have a
proposal to consider within 10 days.

ITU auoul wHeIHer tHeY COU
get their stock processed else-
where; he said.

“Farmers are trying to get stock

booked into other works, but they
are putting on restrictions.”

Three other facilities -existed in
the Otago-Southland region, but
. Mr Swan believed they were
- booked to capacity.

MOSSBURN FERAL
SCHEDULE !

We are pleased to announce tha
i procurement of Feral deer fron
I Marketing Limited.

The below prices will be paid fo
our Mossburn Depot or at tk
M| Airstrip, Te Anau. These deer wi
Inspection to declare them fit fo
:I Times for receiving deer at the

Between 8.30am-2pm Monday-Fr
Between 8.30am-11am Saturday

Payments will be approx 28 day:
Prices for all animals above 3(
Clean shot, $2.80 Body shot, $1.5(
Animals under 30kg’s will not b
alter at any time.




Meeting for

By LIANNE MACKAY

Southland deer farmers
might consider taking over
the running of Venison
New Zealand’s Mossburn
processing plant at a meet-
ing of shareholders in
Mossburn this week. j

Running the plant as a farmer-

operated concern will be among the .

options to be discussed at the
meeting, which is expected to be
held tomorrow evening. -

However, marketing problems
and the need for large amounts of
cash will be among many barriers
to the plan’s success.

Shareholders, suppliers and em-
ployees at the Mossburn and other

Venison Nw Zealand plants have -

been in turmoil since VNZ an-
nounced last week .its marketing
arm-was going into liquidation.

While the company said its pro-
cessing plants were not in jeop-
ardy, large amounts of money are
owed to suppliers, many of whom
now have cash flow concerns them-
selves.

Southland deer farmers are be-
lieved to be owed amounts ranging
from $5000 to $60,000 for stock
supplied to the works and some
farmers doubt they will receive a
full pay-out.

Many more suppliers are now
worried about maintaining their
cashflow because of a shortage of
killing facilities. :

“We're not so worried about our
shares but cash flow becomes a
critical thing,” Mossburn deer far-
mer Peter Swan said.

With the main killing season
coming up, many farmers were
worried about whether they could
get their stock processed else-
where; he said.

“Farmers are trying to get stock
booked into other works, but they
are putting on restrictions.”

Three other facilities .existed in
J4be Otago-Southland region, but
Mr Swan believed. they were
booked to capacity.

26 Jiol 3

deer farmers

Keeping the Mossburn plant op-
erational had become a prime con-
cern and he was trying to organize
a meeting of shareholders in Moss-
burn tomorrow evening to discuss
the situation and consider options.

“We want to try and get this
works going in one form or an-
other,” he said.

““We have to be able te.get stock
killed.” :

Mr Swan hoped Venison New
Zealand would have a proposal
ready this week to keep the works
operational. Shareholders would
then be able to consider it at the
Mossburn meeting. e

Meanwhile, messages-'éctfsupport
have been flowing in to the Moss-
burn plant since the Venison New

- Zealand announcement last week.

FORTEX: AP Stag/Hind 35-50kg -15¢: over S0kg -20c/k
FORTEX: AP StafiHind under 35kg -20c; Ss-gl)kg -43::

MAIR

* AP StagiMind undr 40kg -25c; 40-85kg 30c:
PPCS:

30] '0"{3 Venison
Grade Weights Fortex Mair Venison PPCS Duncan
NZ Otago
Grade kg $/kg  $/kg $/kg $/kg $/kg
AP Hind 30-35 2.60 2.60 —_ 4.29 2.85
AP Hind 3540 3.60 3.80 —_ 4.29 3.85
AP Hind 40-45 4.35 4.50 —_ 5.14 4.70
AP Hind 45-50 450 470 — 5.14 4.75
AP Hind 50-55 4.70 4.90 — 5.54 5.00
AP Hind 55-60 4.70 4.80 —_ 5.54 5.00
AP Stag 45-50 4.60 4.80 —_ 524 485
AP Stag 5055 480 500 — 564 510
AP Stag 55-60 4.80 5.00 —_ 5.64 510
AP Stag 60-65. 480 5.00 — 5.54 5.10
AP Stag 65-70 4.65 4.75 —_ 5.54 4.90
AP Stag 70-75 4.65 4.75 —_ 5.19 4.85
AP Stag 75-80 4.65 -4.75 —_ 5.19 4.80
AP Stag 80-85 4.65 4.75 —_ 5.19 475
AP Stag  85-100 435 400 485 455
AF1, AT 55-65 3.85 4.20 —_ 3.92 4.15
AF1, AT 75-85 4.20 3.80 —_ 3.92 4.10
'AF2 50-70 3:35 3.20 —_ 3.22 3.30
CHANGES:

10-65kg -50c; 65-85kg -40¢; over 85kg -20c/kg.
Over prime reduced by up to 40c/kg.

85-100kg -20ctkg.
All AP Stag/Hind over 30kg -Bclkg.

I0TES:

:Gross venison prices are shown above in dbuars per kg c: i

. s 0 g carcase weight.
GIB ievy {26c/kg) and Animal Health lev: 4c/k
l:{anspott_hb"worrks. Yy g) need to be deducted along
4AFQual inspection charges need aiso be deducted. They are ($ per head
5id §7, Venison NZ Mosaburn $7. Kenninglan S7, Mair gnkmlﬁa %7r PP%S)

ton $5,

Duncan Otago §7, L
_INPORHA‘HOII SUPPLIED BY AGRI-FAX

L T FeCTayIIcIng . Wt Some
Plant manager Ian Stewart said Hrgres i !n_‘qg
the support had bw,_gositive Venison
aspect in the sitnation.™ o
e — rade Weights Fortex Mair Venison PPCS Di
“Around 80 percent of the callers NZ &ZZZ”
ringmg up have_ been in support of A(grzded 3;%5 glkg $/kg $/kg $/kg $/kg
2 S o ¥ in y 80 230 — 370 230
the works here,” he said. AP Hind 3540 330 330 — 370 440
Many of the callers -had ex- A:’ Hind 4045 395 390 — 456 445
pressed their support for the idea APHna 5085 x4 T 4% e
of farmer:s carrying on the works if AP Hind 5560 425 430 — 491 450
VNZ decided to pul] out. ‘ AP Stag  45-50 420 420 — 485 430
,, 5 AL . AP Stag  50-55 435 440 — 501 460
% sgelzsyocgis I:)olfl,t_l;;e am(il wants AP Stag 5560 435 440 — 501 460
Ty on,” he said. AP Stag  60-65 435 440 — 491 4g0
pra— ; AP Stag 6570 420 415 — 497 a4
ua\}ife ve %ot a r%00(1 reputation for AP Stag 7075 420 415  — 484 495
quality and performance.” . AP Stag 7580 420 410 — 484 400
However, the 28 permanent staff 2,'; 2::3 88501%50 ;‘53 ;‘;3 == ig‘; g;g
at the plant were nervous about the : . '
bath : AF1, AT 5565 350 360 — 392 30
! AF1, AT 7585 370 835 — 302 370
“People who work here aren’t AF2 50-70 305 2890 — 322 34
feeling so wonderful, : : CHANGES:

The staff met on Friday to talk
about the situation and would re-
turn to work tomorrow. ;

Mr Stewart said in the meantime
he was trying to organize work for
the plant, which usually kills 86,000
farmed deer and 7500 feral animals
a year.

Mr Stewart hoped some feral
deer could be killed on an “owner’s
account” basis.

“We could start processing to-
morrow if an outside exporter
came along with an order,” Mr
Stewart said.

FORTEX: AP Stag/Hind under 45kg -20c; over 45kg -15¢:

MAIR:
DUNCAN: AP Stag/Hind under 40kg, 50-T0kg and over

All /AT and AF grades reduced by between 10c
and 15¢/kg.
AP Stag/Hind over 40kg -10c/kg.

75kg -10c; 40-50kg -15¢: 70-75kg -20c; AT
50-75kg -30c; over 75Kkg -40c/kg.

NOTES:

1. Gross venison prices are shown above in doliars per kg carcase weight.
The GIB lavy. (26¢/kg) and Animal Health levy 4c/kg) need to be deducted along
with trangport to works '

2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted Thay are (3 per head)
Seafleld $7, Venison NZ Mossburn §7, Kennington 57, Mair Hokifika 87, PPCS

Islinglon

Tenders for

$§5.00, Duncan Otago $7.00 .
INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY AGRI-FAX
e
-—— A
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SCHEDULE NO 001 13

We are pleased to announce that we have taken 'over the
procurement of Feral deer from Venison New Zealand
Marketing Limited.

The below prices will be paid for Feral Deer delivered to
our Mossburn Depot or at the Depot at the Waiau
Airstrip, Te Anau. These deer will also have to pass a Vet
Inspection to declare them fit for Export.

Times for receiving deer at the Mossburn Depot will be:
Between 8.30am-2pm Monday-Friday

Between 8.30am-11am Saturday

Payments will be approx 28 days from packaging date.
Prices for all animals above 30kg (Skin on) are: $3.50
Clean shot, $2.80 Body shot, $1.50 Saddle shot
Animals under 30kg’s will not be accepted. Prices could

MOSSBURN FERAL PARTNERIHLF
)

alter at any time. 27145

factory still (“)&)en

Potential buyers of Venison New Zea-
land’s Mossburn deer processing plant
have been given a few extra days to
submit their bids.

Offers were to close yesterday but
receiver Tony Lewis, of Wellington, said
bids would now be aecepted until 5pm
on Thursday.

There had been significant interest in
the plant and the extra time had been
allowed to give possible buyers a chance
to inspect it, Mr Lewis said.

Mossburn plant manager Ian Stewart
said six parties had gone through the
plant but he understood there were
many others interested who had not yet
visited the operation. :

Mr Stewart said he could not disclose
who the parties were.

He and some pariners would be putt-
ing in a bid for the plant but they would
wait until the deadline on Thursday.

A new angle seems to crop up each

day,” he said.
- Since going into receivership last
month the plant had been busy process-.
ing mainly feral deer and would be
working this weekend to catch up.

All staff, except for a few taking
holidays, had been working at the plant
and they would continue processing
feral deer through the Christmas period,
Mr Stewart said. Venison New Zealand
was placed in receivership last month
with debts totalling $15 million.
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VET TALK

The deer industry’s Velvet
Traim.ng Scheme is well under
way with the theoretical éxam
behind us.

Congratulations to those farmers —
more than 97 percent — who sat and
passed the exam.

Once again the Game Industry Board
must be congratulated for its foresight

- in promoting the scheme. The intention

is simple, to ensure any velvet har-

- vested in New Zealand is done with the

welfare of the stag paramount.

Philosophically, human nature will
reject change when it is forced on us.
However, we must understand the need
for change. We live in changing times.

Farmers must be aware of factors in
the international marketplace which
affect their farming practices.
Veterinarians must accept a loss of
income from velvetting. But there now
exists an internationally credible
farmer-velvetting scheme which has
integrity.

With this in place, vets should feel
comfortable to prescribe velvetting
drugs where they didn’t previously.

The acceptance of these changes by
both farmers and vets is imperative for
the healthy business parinership that
exists between them to continue.

The deer industry has once agaln
shown to be an industry leader in
recognizing the importance of animal
welfare. The scheme is based on the
welfare of stags and as such, a huge
amount of misinformation has been
published.

It is with real concern that I note two
recent headlines which are not only
misleading but reflect a very superficial
understanding of the scheme and a poor
standard of journalism.

The first was in The Southland Times
on October 19, “Velvet training certifi-
cation needed for access to drugs.” This
is not a scheme about drug access.

Some background comment about the
drug aspect is warranted. The Animal
Remedies Board has been performing
gymnastics over the elassification of
velvetting drugs for the past 12 months
and on more than one occasion has
found its own decisions embarrassing.

Had the decisions been made on
scientific data and not politics, the
board-would have spared itself a lot of
embarrassment.

The latest move by the board to
reclassify velvettmg drugs as Class II
next year is recognition at last of the
dangers the drugs can pose to those who
handle them.

The other headline, “Velvet scheme
investigated — levy payers fire latest
shot against vets,” was in the October
issue of The Deer Farmer.

It is ironic that vets have been ac-
tively promoting the scheme throughout
New Zealand for the benefit of farmers
and et it is vets who are wearing the
flak.

Much of that flak has come from the
Deer Farmers Levy Payers Group which

has opposed the velyet training schem__e_

from the start — but hozpan thatgroup
be taken seriously?

The articulate spokesperson for the
group has commanded huge media at-
tention. His latest antic in lodging a
complaint with the Commerce Com-
mission again received huge attention,
but at the end of the day the commission
“did not feel the case warranted further
action.”

There is a handful of deer farmers
who have and will try to circumvent the
velvetting training scheme. They will
find ways to gain access to velvetting
drugs and so velvet without
accreditation.

We trust that their inability to see
outside their own farm gate does not
jeopardize the future of the thousand
farmers in Southland who enjoy and
seek income from deer farming.

Enough of the negative — let’s focus
on the positive and there is plenty of it.

More than 150 farmers or 16 percent
of the province’s deer farmers wanted to
join the velvet training scheme.

o —

Velvet scheme well under way ,

All Southland veterinary practices
and veterinarians fully support the
scheme and offer the assistance that
deer farmers require.

As mentioned before, the theqgretical
exam is behind us and farmers now
move into the practical aspects of
velvetting.

No. doubt aided by the kind season
this year, casting was up to three weeks
early on some farms.

With velvetting of the older stags
underway the real question must be,
what is velvet going to be worth this
year?

After hearing tales of gloom during
the winter about the Russian scene and
slower than usual sales of last season’s
New Zealand crop, we have been con-
ditioned to the payment being less than
last year — $100 compared with $150.

Although nobody knows for sure until
the time, the “word” from a couple of
local “in the know” buyers suggests
prices will be similar to last year. —
Contributed by Dave Lawrence, senior
practitioner in Central Southland Veter-
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Venison New Zealand directors
were assuring farmers that the
company was secure 10 days before
its marketing arm went under.

Waipukurau farmer David Peter-
sen said he had asked about the
state of the company as he was
concerned about a late payment for
his stags. A director told him every-
thing was all right.

Mr Petersen said he found it
incredible that directors were giv-
ing assurances to people like him-
self one to two weeks before the
company was beyond salvage.

“The fact that directors had no
idea that the company was in such
a sad state is quite incomprehen-
sible.”

Directors were not adequately
informed, he said.

‘Whether that was because they
were not asking the right questions,
as prudent directors should, or
whether the information was not
provided, I do not know. ‘

“However, as a company director
(of Farmlands Trading Society) I
find it bewildering that the direc-
tors of Venison NZ did not know
the position of their company.

“That is why farmers are so
angry and bitter. Because the rep-
resentatives they elected did not
seem to know how bad it really
was.”

Questions would be asked about
accountability and some respons-

ibility for the ‘“fiasco” accepted,
said Mr Peterson.

Venison NZ’s chairman of direc-
tors for five months, David Maling,
said directors were giving farmers
assurances because they believed
the marketing company was close
to budget.

The company recorded a loss in
August but that was expected to
have been picked up in September
transactions. It was not until the
September accounts were released
on October 15 that directors
realized losses were excessive.

Directors had encouraged the
marketing company to sell existing
frozen stock as rapidly as possible.

They realized if those stocks were
still on hand by December it would
mean having to carry them over for
another five to six months before
sale.

But directors did not know some
product was sold at less than its
book value, said Mr Maling.

“It comes back to a management
factor and creditors can rest as-
sured that questions are being
asked.”

Mr Maling said the bulk of what
was happening in the deer industry
was an international problem,

“It’s not just a Venison NZ prob-
lem. Prices have fallen overseas.
The money offered in contracts to
farmers in autumn was too much,
and there is an over-capacity of
killing space,” he said.

Venison NZ had low equity and
would have needed to change its
structure from a co-operative to
raise further capital.

Farmers had agreed in June and
July that further capital must come
from outside the farming sector as
they were not in a position to
provide that money, said Mr Mal-
ing.

“While these issues had been
debated and are on the agenda to
happen this year, the time frame
was too short over these mid-winter
months.”

The company had no alternative
but to stop trading.

“It’s easy to point the finger and
say who is to blame, but creditors
need to realize that as directors we
worked hard and believed every-
thing was running close to budget.”

Farmers and other unsecured
creditors would be sent individual
summaries of what they were
owed. :

Mr Maling said farmer meetings
would be held throughout the
country once directors knew how
money had been recovered. That
would take about two weeks.

The company was working
through a programme that would
go toward meeting the shortfall for
unsecured creditors by using the
co-operative’s processing plants.

Mr Maling said he could not yet
be specific. — NZPA

A maj
Southlar
Venison
Co-operat
into recei
day, trig
tainty ab
of the co
burn prc
and its 22

Southlander
creditors or sh
to lose hundr
dollars with ti
operative and
sidiary, Venisc
keting Ltd.

Venison NZ
at Feilding and

One of the
ceivers. appoint
Lewis of Coopel
visit the Mosst
discuss proces
with managers.

Mr  Lewis,
plans to come
after his appoir
ef trying to
future.

The receivers
the company's
der, the Natic
request of Veni




I

:h—_—za

Farmers may seek comp
from venison c

By Helen Keir

Southland farmers owed
money by venison New
Zealand may seek
compensation from the
directors, says Federated

Farmers Te Anau.
representative, Mr John
Morrison.

Unsecured creditors have been
concerned about their financial
position since last month, when
the company announced its
marketing arm was going into
voluntary liquidation.

Mr Morrison said many
farmers felt venison New
Zealand would not pay its debts,

so they were considering
alternative methods of retrieving
their money.

“Farmers intend seeking
compensation from the directors
beeause they have been negligent
in their actions.

“They may not get the
company to pay out, but they’ll
try other aventuies open to them to
get their money.”

He said deer farmers were
outraged the company had
allowed its works to continue
killing deer, when management
must have realised they would
have problems paying for them.

“ was pretty damn mad about

it, when I heard and lots of other,

farmers are too.

“Farmers should have been
told about the situation and not
left in the dark.’

The announcement had been a
shock to farmers, who had
thought the company was doing
well,

“The company was talking
about expanding a year ago, and
now this happens.

“Some farmers are owed
$50,000 to $60,000 which is a
substantial amount.

“1t will put a lot of farmers in
a very precarious financial
situation.”

Mossburn farmer and venison
New Zealand shareholder; Mr
John Turner, said the local
community was devastated by

Deer company direc

ors

Jifaz

ompany

the announcement.

“A huge number of people have
been effectéd by this.

“Everyone thought the
company was going along nicely.
This- was a total shock to
everyone.

“The company has sent
cheques to a lot of farmers, but
they have been dis-honoured
which is putting their cash flow
situation in strife.

“Those who have shares in the
company have had to write them
off as well.”

Mr Turner said farmers were
uncertain about the plant’s
future.

“Farmers want to know if the

‘shattered’

ensation
directors

plant will remain open and who!
will own it.

“Farmers don’t know what is
going on and they have a right to.

They are confused and angry
about the whole situation.”

Another, Mossburn farmer said
he was owed about $65,000 and
had little hope of seeing his
nioney.

“I will be taking legal advice
to see what my position is.

“It is pretty clear the directors
have been negligent in their
actions.”

He said a creditors group had
been established, to discuss legal
strategies and offer mutual
support.

Venison New Zealand directors were
shattered when they found out how bad
the company’s financial problems were,
chairman David Maling said yesterday.

Venison New Zealand Co-operative
Ltd and its marketing subsidiary went
into receivership vesterday. The Nat-
ional Bank called in the receivers at the
request of Venison NZ directors.

Mr Maling, chairman for five months,
said directors were giving farmers as-
surances because they believed the mar-
keting company was close to budget.

The company recorded a loss in Aug-
ust but that was expected to have been
picked up in September.

But it was not until the September
accounts were released on October 15
that directors realized losses were ex-
cessive, he said yesterday.

Directors had encouraged the market-
ing company to sell existing frozen stock
as rapidly as possibie. They realized
that if those stocks were still on hand by
December it would mean having to
carry them over for another five to six
months.

But what directors did not know was
that some product was sold at less than
book value, Mr Maling said.

The bulk of what was happening in
the deer industry was an international
problem.

“It’s not just a Venison NZ problem.
Prices have fallen overseas. The money
offered in contfracts to farmers in
autumn was too much, and there is an
over-capacity of killing space,” he said.

Venison NZ had low equity and would
have needed to change its structure

capital. “Creditors need to realize that
as directors we worked hard and be-
lieved everything was running close to
budget.”

Main shareholder of the co-operative
is the Deer Farmers’ Association. As-
sociation president Clive Jermy said last
night the appointment of receivers was
a “tragic blow™ to the deer industry.

“Our first concern is for the un-
secured producer creditors who, accord-
ing fo a provisional opinion of the
receiver, now appear to be totally out of
pocket,” he said.

Venison

from a co-operative to raise further

nqz3

goes under

A major Northern
Southland employer,
Venison New Zealand
Co-operative Ltd, went
into receivership yester-
day, triggering uncer-
tainty about the future
of the company’s Moss-
burn processing plant
and its 22 employees.

Southlanders who are unsecured
creditors or shareholders are likely
to lose hundreds of thousands of
dollars with the collapse of the co-
operative and its marketing sub-
sidiary, Venison New Zealand Mar-
keting Ltd. :

Venison NZ also operates plants
at Feilding and Hastings.

One of the two Wellington re-
ceivers appointed yesterday, Tony
Lewis of Coopers and Lybrand, is to
visit the Mossburn plant today to
discuss processing arrangements
with managers.

Mr Lewis, who hastily made
plans to come south only hours
after his appointment, has the task
cf trying to secure the plant’s
future.

The receivers were appointed by
the company’s first debenture hol-
der, the National Bank, at the
request of Venison NZ directors.

By MARK PEART

Since October 15, when it was
proposed the marketing company
stop stock procurement for Moss-
burn and the company’s two other
plants, stocks had been reduced
and efforts made to collect debts,
the directors said.

“Over recent days, growing diffi-
culties in the collection of debtors
and the threat of unsecured credi-
tor action have undermined this
proposal,” they said.

Mr Lewis said yesterday no “fire
sale” of company assets was plan-
ned, and efforts would be made to
ensure the supply of export prod-
ucts.

But it was unlikely the marketing
company’s unsecured creditors
would receive any payment, from
asset sales after the National Bank
was repaid, he said.

It was too early to assess the
financial outcome of the company.
There are about 500 creditors in
both companies.

Mr Lewis last night confirmed
the bank, as sole secured creditor,
was owed about $§ million. Un-
secured creditors of the co-
operative are owed about $2.5
million. .

Of the $4.5 million owed to un-
secured creditors of the marketing

company, $3.5 million was owed to
farmer-suppliers, Mr Lewis said.

Invercargill chartered account-
ant Roger Wilson represents a
Southland group of about 20 un-
secured creditors owed between
$500,000 and $750,000.

Southland and Otago share-
holders had contributed about
$900,000 in capital to the companies.
although most of that — about
$700,000 to-$800,000 — was »eld_ by
Southlanders, he said.

A total of 900 shareholders have
contributed to the companies’ paid-
up capital of $9 million.

Mr Wilson, who was retained to
safeguard the interests of South-
land unsecured creditors, acknow-
ledged there was probably not a lot
that could be done for them.

A Southland shareholder and un-
secured creditor, who did not want
to be named, said last night he
knew of others in Southland who
were owed up to $60,000 for stock.

This was in spite of assurances
they would be paid, given by direc-
tors three weeks before the market-
ing company went into voluntary
liquidation on October 15, he said.

In some cases, cheques had been
issued to cover outstanding pay-
ments but were dishonoured when
the creditors tried to present them,
he said.
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Factory |

The 27 staff at Mossburn’s venison process-
ing factory are at work again today but
receivers plan to sell the plant as quickly as
possible.

The plant’s owner, Venison New Zealand
Co-operative Limited, went into receivership
on Friday along with its marketing subsidi-
ary. It owes the National Bank — the sole
secured creditor — $8 million and unsecured
creditors a further $2.5 million. The market-
ing arm also has debts totalling $4.5 million.

Mossburn plant manager Ian Stewart said
he first heard about the receivership when
The Southland Times contacted a factory
staff member on Friday night.

“It came out of the blue but it wasn't totally
unexpected. Deep down I had a feeling the
company would not be able to keep trading,”
he said.

A meeting with receiver Tony Lewis was
held on Saturday afternoon and Mr Stewart
said the factory would keep processing in the
meantime, but receivers wanted to sell the
plant as soon as possible,

A meeting will be held with staff this
morning to explain the situation. They might
receive less pay and be working fewer hours
from now on.

Previously the processing staff were
guaranteed to be paid for a 40-hour week, but
now they will only be paid for the actual
hours worked and that will depend on how
much stock is sent for processing;

Twenty-two wage earners and five salaried
staff work at the plant.

“To get through the next few weeks will
depend on the co-operation of the receivers,
myself, staff and the union,” he said,

The Meat Workers’ Union will be holding a
meeting with staff tomorrow.

Farmers sending stock in from today
would be paid under the same system which
had been running for helicopter recovery
operators since October 18,

Mr Stewart had some strong personal
feelings about the reasons for the financial
troubles the company was in but was not vet
in a position to make those public,

“Let’s just say I think'the marketing arm of
Venison NZ has been unfairly blamed for the
downfall of the company.”

Mr Stewart said he was a potential buyer of
the plant but it was difficult fo know how

)ack at work

By DAVID COSGRIFF

many staff would be employed under a new
operation. :

Mr Lewis, of Coopers and Lybrand, Wel-
lington, said the Mossburn plant would be
offered for sale as a going concern and he
would be seeking expressions of interest in
the next two or three weeks.

He had already been approached by three
parties interested in buying the plant.

“Our objective is to see the plant with new
owners ... and (meanwhile) to ensure the
plant is operational and services the needs of
helicopter operators and farmers,”

Mr Lewis said he hoped the sale of the
plant would be “well down the track” by
Christmas.

“It needs ownership by Southland people
and we want to do evervihing possible to
make that happen.”

_ All unsecured farmer creditors would re."
ceive a letter from the receivers this week
explaining the process of receivership but Mr
Lewis said it might not tell them much more
than they already know.

It was important to remember the com-
pany directors called in the receivers of their
own volition and the action was not initiated
by the National Bank, he said.

The collapse of Venison New Zealand

could damage the image of this
country’s deer industry, according to
Southland Deer Farmers’ Association
president Neville Cunningham.

Venison New Zealand went into: re-
ceivership last week owing farmer pro-
ducers and the National Bank more
than §10 million. ;

Mr Cunningham said it was unfortu-

-nate the company was called Venison

New Zealand because the perception
overseas would be'that the whole of this
country’s deer industry had gone broke.

“But we've got to get this into perspec-
tive — Venison' NZ was one of only
about six players in the venison export
market, but the publicity surrounding
its collapse is having ramifications, for
the whole industry,” he said.

The company's woes were a double
tragedy for many deer farmers and he
was concerned for them and the staff at
the plant and the Mossburn community,

“Some farmer shareholders will be
financially crippled by this. =

“Many of those who haven't been vaid
for the stock they had killed also held
substantial shares in the company.”

Losing capital tied up in Venison New
Zealand shares was bad enough but not
many could afford to lose frading ac-
count funds as well, he said.

It was important for everyone that
receivers acted quickly to minimize any
further losses. Lengthy delays would
cause more financial hardship for those

with shares in the company and prolong
the damage being done to the industry
by the adverse publicity.

“Being so close to Christmas it could
drag on until February and by then the
amount owed to the bank will have
acerued a substantial amount of interest
further eroding shareholders funds.”

Mr Cunningham was pleased the
Mossburn plant would keep operating
under receivership.

It meant the experienced staff would
stay in the area and that would make it
easier for future owners to get the

.operation back to full strength.

Some of Mr Cunningham’s comments
were echoed by Mair Venison managing
director Michael Rice yesterday.

He said the negative publicity sur-
rounding the collapse of Venison New
Zealand was making him “very un-
comfortable,”

“There is not a malaise through the
venison industry . . . the people who are
talking it down at the moment are doing
it a great disservice,” Mr Rice said.

1t was possible to make a good return

| the industry. Mair Venison posted a
4.8 million pre-tax profit this year on a
$39 million turnover. :

“In other words, we made $6 million
more profit than Venison New Zealand
even though our turnover was 10
percent below theirs.”

Mair Venison has operated its Ken-
nington plant since March 1992

The New Zealand Deer Farmers' As-
sociation said yesterday it was having
urgent discussions with the receivers of
Venison New Zealand about its un-
secured: producer creditors.

The company went into receivership
last week and among the unsecured
creditors are about 45 Southland far-
mers, who are owed between $500,000
and $750,000.

Association president Clive Jermy
said he had met twice with one of the
receivers, Tony Lewis, and another
meeting was planned for this week.

“We'll know more after that meeting
but it looks as though the farmers who
are owed money by the company will be
totally out of pocket.”

The association’s main push now
wonld be to ensure the receivers get the
best price they can for the company’s
assets so the impact on farmer share-
holders was minimized.

Mossburn deer farmer Peter Swann
said he doubted if any deer farmers
would be interested in getting together

’

Hope for yenison plant:

The closure of the venison processing plant -

at Mossburn would be a major blow for two
Northern Southland towns. o N,
About 18 of the plant’s workers live in
Mossburn and the other nine reside in Lums-
den. : :
~ Complete closure of the plant looks unlikely
with several possible buyers lining up in the
wings, but under new management the factory
might employ less staff than it does now.
Lumsden Community Board member Russell
Kelly said it would be an anxious time for the
Northern Southland area until the future of the
plant was known.
“They’ve got a good workforce and the plaalt
has always performed well for the company.
The feeling in the district was that the
Mossburn plant had made all the money but it
was soaked up by other less profitable areas in
the company’s operation. :
The impact of the company's troubles were
widespread. Some farmers in the area were
owed tens of thousands of dollars and they may
never see their money: Unsecured creditors in
Southland are owed a totdl of at least $750,000.

Mr Kelly said his own timber company was
owed $2000 and he did not hold out much hope
of getting the money.

Venison NZ Mossburn plant manager Ian
Stewart said he would be interested in buying
the factory and even if k2 did not, he was sure
someone else would.

“I still have faith in the industry and am
confident overseas venison buyers would sup-
port the company under new ownership.”

Mr Stewart said he would be a definite bidder
for the plant in partnership with “a few other
interested parties” but would not elaborate.

Last financial year the Mossburn facility
processed 30,000 deer plus 7500 feral deer,
although that was expected to drop slightly this
season with increased competition from rival
processors PPCS and Mair Venison.

“Realistically, under new ownership, the
plant could expect to process about half those
numbers in its first season,” he said.

There would be no trouble selling product
from 30,000 deer but it would be a matter of .
building up farmer confidence in the new set-
up.

mers might step in to stop itd
it would be a last resort.
“Farmers are not experts ¢t
ing or marketing and the key
is having competent market
helm.”
Assuming the Mossburn
sold it would probabiy et
farmer support as long as
owners offered a competitivi
he said.
Mr Jermy said Venison
land’s problems did not indi
spread problems through the
“The deer industry is bige
strong enough to handle this§t
are plenty of positive sim
continue to progress.”
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buying venison plant

By LIANNE MACKAY

Tony Lewis, one of two Wellington

receivers appointed last week, visited gelf.

The manager of Venison New

Zealand’s Mossburn works is very fair.”

one of several potential buyers
showing interest in the plant,
which will go on the market this

week.

Ian Stewart, who has been in the
industry for 19 years, said he and “‘two
or three” partners were keen to buy the
plant and interest had also been shown

by other potential buyers.

at a “fire sale” price.

the Mossburn plant on Saturday and
- spoke to Mr Stewart, who said the
receiver had been “very honest and

The Mossburn plant would this week
be advertised for sale, Mr Stewart said.

According to his
Coopers and Lybrand hoped to sell the
works within two or three weeks, with
a view to having the new owner
operational in the New Year. However,
the company would not be letting it go

“Everyone’s uneasy, including my-

“There’s no-one at this plant now
whose job is secure.”

Arrangements made after discussion

information,

with the receivers and the Otago-
Southland Meatworkers Union meant
10 employees owed annual leave would
take it at once, while others would be
called in to work as and when required:

Efforts would be made to share work
out so everyone had about the same
amount, Mr Stewart said.

The Mossburn plant — and possibly
others owned by Venison New Zealand
Co-operative Ltd — is likely to be sold,
after Venison New Zealand went into
receivership on Friday.

The company’s first debenture hol-
der, The National Bank, appointed
Coopers and Lybrand as receivers at
the request of Venison New Zealand
directors.

The bank, as sole secured creditor, is

Government valuation of the plant
was $2.2 million, Mr Stewart said.
However, about $450,000 worth of
improvements were required soon to
bring the works up to EC standards,
mainly because of an insufficient hot
water supply.
In spite of

didn’t think that,” he said.

Venison New Zealand’s

financial troub\]es Mr Stewart believed

the deer industry had a good future.
“I wouldn’t even be looking at it if 1

was ‘“‘the best we can do.”

operational.

Meanwhile, he said criticism of the
marketing arm of Venison New Zea-
land was not completely justified.

“The marketing arm has been slated
— but it wasn’t marketing as far as I

The arrangement was not perfect but

Mr Stewart hoped everyone would
“pull together” to keep the works

was concerned.

owed about $8 million. Unsecured cre-
gitors of the co-operative are owed
about $2.5 million, and a further $4.5
million is owed by the co-operative’s
subsidiary, Venison New Zealand Mar-
keting Ltd. About three quarters of the
marketing company’s debt is owed to

farmer-suppliers.

works, he said.

However, even if he missed out on
buying the plant he said he would
welcome any buyer who would ‘‘take it
over and keep it running.”

Morale was fairly low among the 22
permanent and five salaried staff at the

where.”

“A lot of the blame should go else-

Neither Mr Lewis nor local Coopers
and Lybrand representatives dealing
with Venison New Zealand were avail-
able yesterday.

Community rallies to
help redundant workers

The Mossburn community is
rallying around the 27 staff made
redundant from the town’s ven-
ison plant on Friday, with offers
of temporary work flowing in.

The plant was sold to Dunedin-
based Primary Producers Co-
operative Society Ltd by the
receivers of Venison New Zea-
land on Friday. The plant has
closed until February 15 for

upgrading, leaving staff out of:

work and without redundancy.

Plant- manager lan Stewart
said the factory closed at 1lam
yesterday after processing a fur-
ther 25 deer helicopter pilots had
supplied before being told of the
plant’s sale.

Plant worker and Mossburn
Development Area committee

By GINA ROBSON

chairman Jim Guyton said many
people in the community were
offering short-term work. such
as farm labouring.

Staff were in limbo until they
knew if they had a job again, Mr
Guyton said.

“The morale is pretty low, not
knowing, but once (a decision on
jobs) comes out it will be up to
strength again.”

The one positive factor was
knowing the plant had been sold
to a stable company.

“You hear that many rumours
that the plant’s been sold and
will be taken away or they’ll

mothball it. At least now we’ve
got an owner there’s a chance to
get jobs again in the town,” he
said.

The biggest fear in the com-
munity had been that the plant
would close permanently.

Many workers were married,
some with children. Hopefully
there would be enough casual
work for families to keep the
bills paid, Mr Guyton said.

PPCS had not discussed with
staff the numbers likely to be re-
employed but the area commit-
tee was keen to meet chief execu-
tive Stewart Barnett, he said. Mr
Barnett is overseas. -

“If (the plant) is built up to the
strength it was, everyone will be
needed again.”

- Prospects brlghtenl
some Mossburn workers

Lumsden Anglican minister
the Rev Chris Rodgers said the
sale of the plant to PPCS was
good news, as it was a progress-
ive company.

The decision by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries in re-
fusing to allow feral processing
to continue while the plant was
upgraded was over-vigilant, Mr
Rodgers said.

“The workers and helicopter
pilots cannot put their lives in
limbo for two months,” he said.

PPCS’s offer of a $5 killing
rebate to farmer-shareholders,
who are still owed a total of $2.5
million by Venison New Zealand,
was a “‘disgustingly blatant sop,”
he said.

r

Some of the 27 staff at the Moss-
burn venison plant should be back
at work next week following a back
down by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Fisheries.

Workers were told on Christmas
Eve there:would be no work until at
least mid-February because MAF
was refusing to allow processing of
feral (wild) deer while the farmed
deer killing plant was upgraded to
meet new European Communlty

requirements.

The seven-week closure also af-
fected five helicopter pilots and
their staff who supply feral deer to

the plant.

Last week’s announcement fol-
lowed the sale of the plant to
Dunedin-based PPCS. The former

owners, Venison New Zealand,
went into receivership last month
owing about $15 million.

Associate Agriculture Minister
Dennis Marshall said yesterday his
officials had discussed the situation
with Venison NZ receivers, PPCS
and MAF. The officials then agreed
to allow the feral killing section to
continue operating while the farm-
ed deer Kkilling section was up-
graded.

“This will enable processing of

‘an export consignment of feral
venison destined for the European
market to continue and save the 27
jobs,” he said.

The news was treated with some/
caution by Te Anau-based helicop-
ter pilot Kim Hollows and Moss-
burn plant manager Ian Stewart.

Mr Hollows said it was good the

plant could keep operating, but the
five pilots did not vet know where
they stood with PPCS.

He would try. contacting the com-

pany today to, tie up the loose ends
so the pilots could restart eapturing
‘as soon as possible.

Mr Stewart said not all the

plant’s 27 staff would be back at
work as only about 14 or 15 workers
would be required to process the

feral deer.

It was unclear why MAF had
orlglnally refused to allow the feral
processing to continue,

Mr Stewart hoped to talk to
Venison NZ receiver Tony Lewis
today.

Mr Lewis could not be contacted
for comment last night.
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deer industry

In spite of short-term problems
the deer industry is fundamen-
tally sound, according to the
Game Industry Board chief
executive Richard Janes.

He listed short-term issues as:
® The early year venison procurement

battle precluded the more normal

chilled season premiums.

® Recession in major European mar-
kets.

@ New Zealand's strengthening cur-
rency reduced export returns.

® Venison New Zealand’'s financial dif-
ficulties has caused many producer
suppliers financial problems and conse-
quent loss of confidence.

@ Velvet income which dropped for
many producers last season was orig-
inally forecast to be unsettled for this
season. _

From 1990 to 1993 the industry re-
corded a 360 percent increase in the
national Kill.

The overwhelming priority was find-
ing markets for huge increases in ven-
ison production, without collapsing

either market prices or producer re-
tm;gs' That was achieved, Mr Janes
said.

“Forecasts for the next few years
show steady venison production, which
is a big marketing advantage. _

“It means we can concentrate on
getting the most value per kilogram,
instead of placing those large volume
increases.

“Industry projections show the $130
million venison export earnings in the
year to September 1993 will grow to $194
million by 1998 as a result of increasing
export values.

Mr Janes said in the six months since
the launch of the Cervena (trademark)
venison programme in the United
States. export volumes of venison had
increased by 90 percent.

“Of course; these are early days. The
brand has only been in the market since
ﬁpﬁﬂdand we cannot claim it is estab-

shed.

‘Healthy start’

The first velvet pool for the season,
held earlier in the week in Napier, has
produced better prices than some indus-
try commentators had predicted.

Wrightson's South Island velvet pool
manager Russell Henderson said the
sale of about two tonnes of velvet
attracted widespread buying support.

Well cut A and B grade velvet was
especially sought after.

Some grades sold at prices slightly
ahead of the opening sale last season.

“However, it:does show that increas-
ing volume in higher value markets is
achievable.”

Producer returns for A and B grade
velvet are expected to hold at last
season’s levels.

The season’s first velvet pool on
November 2 confirmed this with prices
for both A and B grade virtually ident-
ical to opening prices last season.

Mr Janes said industry emphasis
must continue to be on producing and
marketing top quality A and B grade
velvet.

He urged producers to cull stags
cutting below C grade at two years.

The financial difficulties of Venison
New Zealand Marketing were an obvi-
ous setback but should not be equated
with industry wide difficulty, he said.

Mr Janes said the Game Industry
Board had been invited to be a part of
the creditor committee which would
work with Venison New Zealand fto
ensure a good flow of information and
support for the strategies which have
been implemented to “minimize the
losses of Venison New Zealand Market-
ing’s unsecured creditors and the co-
operative's ‘shareholders.

Discussions with Venison New Zea-
land Marketing’s customers are under
way and the three plants have restarted
killing to process chilled product, for
other exporters account to fulfil for-
ward orders.

Mr Janes said it was a time for
producers to hold their nerve.

The industry had a strong future in
spite of the short-term distress being felt
by some.

“Gross margins for deer have been
consistently competitive: over many
years. All primary sectors have cyclical
issues, and the deer industry is no
‘exception.

“The industry's strategic approach
and competitive advantages place itin a-
very strong position to capitalize on the
investment made so far,” Mr Janes said.

to velvet pool

“Really, it was a pretty healthy start,”
Mr Henderson said. ;

Sales will be held in Napier and
Christchurch each Tuesday from now
on until the volume of velvet falls off
again.

Prices were: SAl and SA2 $133.99; Al long and
medium, A2 long and medium $116.99; Bl long
and medium $109.9%;, Bl short $105.99; B2 long
$107.77; B2 medium and short $100.66; C1 Jong $76;
C1 medium and short $82; C2 long $62; C2 medium
and short $73; D1 long $60; D1 short $68; D2 long
$55: D2 short $51; E long $35: E short $40.01; TW1
S100; TW2 $90; TW3 $70.11; TW4 $70; spiker 1 $550
spiker 2 $35. :

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fist
eries says it never ordered feral

plant.

MAF operations manager Richard ou
Hopkirk said yesterday the ministry feral deer. Such a decision was more
had been getting the blame for some- likely to have been made for commercial

thing it didn’t do.

Last week staff were told there would

today, for farmed venison.

The plant was sold to PPCS two weeks ; al dt ! ;
ago by Venison New Zealand, which had meeuns PPCS executives until the mid-

gone into receivership.

Receiver Tony Lewis said last week

“attemp
ing arrangeme

processing, but that was not true.

reasons.”

dle of next week.

larly for feral livestock, while the up- supplying the factory again.

grade was being completed ...
been unsuceessful.”

have Feral processing will keep about 14 of

the plant's 27 staff employed.

r Hopkirk said the implication from
deer that statement and subseaquent reports
processing to stop at the Mossburn deer Wwas that MAF had stopped the feral

“\We never said they could not process

On Thursday night Associate Agricu_l-
be no work for seven weeks while the ture and Employment Minister Denis
farmed deer unit was upgraded by new Marshall announced an agreement hat
owner PPCS. The upgrade is required to  been reached to allow the unit to
meet new European Community re- continue operating during the n_pgrade.
guirements, which come into force  But the plant might not get going
immediately as the five helicopter pilots
who supply feral deer will not be

One of the pilots, Kim Hollows, said
ts to negotiate interim process- there were various issues which had to
nte with MAF, particu- be resolved before they could
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National Velvet and Hard Antler campetition
results were:

)Vapi;i-E‘lk: N and § Cunningham. South
Hillend. 14.2kg, 300 points; 1; Bringans, Day,
Calder, Lawrence. Winton, 11.7kg. 258.6, 2; N and
S Cunningham, 9.8kg, 250.53, 3."

Pure New Zealand Red: J and W Gregor
Richmond, 6.75kg; 398, 1; D H and L M Stovens
and S_wann family, Balfour, 6.75kg, 386, 2; J S
Scorgie, 6.75kg, 384, 3.

Maiden New Zealand Red: J and W Gregory,
6.75ke, 398, 1: J and W Gregory, 5.75Kg; 355.86, 2
]3)3;-19:11;1 L M Stevens and Swann family, 5.5kg,

Imported Red: Ramasses Syndicate, 8.2kg, 365,
1; Stanfield Oaks, Hamilton, 7kg, 297.72, 2; Stan-
field Oaks. 7.3kg, 279.04, 3. j

Three-year Red: D H and L M Stevens, 4.1kg,
378.5, 1; D H and L M Stevens, 3.5kg, 350.22, 2; D
H and L M Stevens, 3.7kg, 324.48, 3.

Three-year \}’apiti-ﬁlk: I H Pullar, Winton,
5.85kg, 362, 1: N and § Cunningham, 5.3kg, 352.2,
2; 1 H Pullar, 5.5kg, 346,04, 3.

Maiden New Zealand Wapiti-Elk: [ H Pullar,
gske. 26672 1; B J Kenton, Timaru. 8.75ke
24,2, M an cWhirter, Merivale, 6.95ks
ey erivale; 6.95kg,
Restricted Southland Red: D H and L M
Stevens, 5.1kg, 386, 1; D H and L. M Stevens,
5.65kg, 339.96, 2; D H and L M Stevens and Swann
family, 5.5kg, 3384, 3. L -
Wapiti Supreme: N and § Cunningham, 14.2k

s , 14.2Kg,
392.5, 1; Bringans, Day, Calder, Lawrence, 11.7kg,
347.8, 2; B J Kenton, 8.75kg, 317.24, 3.

Hard Antler: P Fraser, Rotorua, (red), 12.35k
959.68, 1 and winner of Landcorp Trophgz
Manawahe Deer Farm, Bay of Plenty (red),
;g';l(s)gg‘? 955.4, 2; Stanfield Oaks, (red). 10.55kg,

Champion overall, N and § Cunningham
(wapiti-elk), Reserve, J and W Gregory (red).

Venison
company
closes, to
bl old

? NELSON
The Takaka-based New
Zeqland Venison Co,
which began trading in
Febljuary, has ceased op-
gzratlons pending a poOss-
ible sale, according to a
letter sent to creditors.

In the letter, a lawyer
acting for the company,
Mick Hollyer of Pitt and
Moore, in Nelson, said the
venison processing com:
pany stopped production
from December 3.

The National Bank,
which held the first de-
benture on the assets and
undertakings of the com-
pany, had frozen the ac-
counts and demanded re-
payment, he said.

Mr Hollyer said the di-
rectors were negotiating a
sale of the plant to a
consortium which had al-
;‘eady expressed interest
in the company.

It was hoped these
negotiations would be
successful and the trans-
action concluded within
60 days.

~Mr Hollyer said a
fmancial statement show-
ing the position of the
company was being pre-
pared and would be sent
to all creditors, who
would then be asked to
enter into a “formal com-
promise.”

The plant was formerly
run by Atas Beef Packers
before being transformed
into a state-of-the-art deer
slaughtering works
owned jointly by Atas and
the New Zealand Fish
Company. — NZPA

-
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plant

Jobs uncertain for 27

Twenty-seven staff at the
Mossburn venison plant are out
of work until at least mid-Feb-
ruary while new owner Prim-
~ary Producers Co-operative
Society Ltd carries out upgrad-
ing work. ;

The plant’s sale to Dunedin-based PPCS was
completed and announeed on Friday. It was
formerly owned by Venison New Zealand
which, with its marketing subsidiary, went into
receivership last month with total debts of
about $15 million.

Plant manager Ian Stewart laid off staff on
Friday afternoon following news that attempts
by Venison New Zealand receivers and PPCS
had failed to continue interim processing ar-
rangements with the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries while upgrading.

The plant must be upgraded to comply with
new EC requirements, which take effect from
January 1. :

The plant will reopen on February 15, when
PPCS takes over ownership. PPCS has access
from January 5 for upgrading work.

The Southland Times understands Wallace
MP Bill English had been told about MAF’s
decision to withdraw the services of its inspec-
tor at the Mossburn plant and will talk to
involved parties on Wednesday.

Mr Stewart said he was disappointed MAF
would not allow feral livestock processing to
continue.

“They could have given us a little bit of
leeway,” he said.

Five helicopter pilots who supply feral deer
to the plant will also be out of work until
February 15. A further 10 people have been

made redundant, with each pilot laying off two

employees.

Mr Stewart said there was no redundancy for
plant workers. No indication had been given

By GINA ROBSON

yet on the number of people PPCS was likely to
re-employ. PPCS has indicated it would ap-
proach staff as soon as practical.

Venison NZ receiver Tony Lewis, of Welling-
ton, said he was extremely disappointed the
plant had to close. Along with disrupting staff

employment, it would inconvenience stock -

suppliers and could cause problems for Ven-
ison NZ Marketing Ltd’s European customers.

Te Anau-based pilot Kim Hollows said the
plant closure came “right in the heat of the
season, at the most productive time.”

All five effected pilots would face financial
hardship but it was possible some could be
bankrupted as they were reliant on feral
income at this time of the year, Mr Hollows
said.

Each pilot had to put off two staff members.
Once the plant opened again there would be
only about six weeks work left for the season,
he said.

“I’s been a hard enough season as it is
without this coming on top of it.”

Mr Hollows felt there should have been more
contact with pilots about the situation as they
had been left “completely in the dark.”

Farmer-shareholders in the Mossburn plant
are still owed $2.5 million by the company.

As part of the sale arrangements PPCS will
offer all farmers who are unsecured creditors

_ of the company supplying the Mossburn plant a

killing rebate of up to $5 an animal “as a
concession to recognize possible past losses.”
The company did not specify how long the
rebate would run.

Farmer-shareholder Kevin Woolhouse said $5
a head was not a big deal for a $300-3400 animal.

“Tt doesn't even pay the cost of cartage,” he
said.

Mr Woolhouse said he felt sorry for staff.

New Zealand Deer Farmers' Association
Fiordland branch chairman Chris Carran said
it was good to see a stable company had bought
the plant.

after collapse

Venison suppliers
seek protection

U

——

VénisOnmN
to PPCS

By Peter Owens

The receiver of Veni-
son New Zealand has dis-
posed of the failed com-
pany’s venison process-
ing plant at Mossburn to
PPCS.

The sale which was an-
nounced just before
Christmas, is for an undis-
closed sum.

It is understood the
Mossburn plant is being
overhauled to the EC
standard required for the
facility to continue
processing venison for
export to the Community.
This should cost the new
owner about half a million
dollars and it mustbe com-
pleted before the plantcan
resume exporting.

The total amount owing
to secured and unsecured
creditors has not yet been
finalised. Venison New
Zealand was placed in the
hands of receivers at the
invitation of its board by
the debenture holder, The
National Bank.

The statutory require-
ment to file with the Reg-
istrar of Companies, a
statement of assets and li-
abilities as at the date of
receivership was duetobe
filed by 20 December
1993.

So far this has to been
done and it is understood
that the Registrar has
granted an extension of
time for compliance with

the Companies Act 1955.

In the meantime, the
chief executive of PPCS,
Stewart Barnett has offered
a reduction in processing
fees for each carcass pre-
sented to the Mossburn
works for processing by
local deer farmers who are
unsecured creditors of Ven-
ison New Zealand.

There is still anger in
northern Southland at the
behaviour of the board of
Venison New Zealand.

One farmer, who did not
wish to be named, said that
he had lost more than
$50,000 from the company
failure.

_ He had heard rumours in
mid-1993 that Venison
New Zealand was unsound
and had communicated
with the directorate. Hehad
been assured that the ru-
mours were untrue and that
the co-operative company
was sound.

Onthat basis he forward-
ed product for processing
at the Mossburn plan but a
short time later the compa-
ny was placed in the hands
of receivers. He is angry at
what he sees as his proper-
ty now being sold to pay
the National Bank, the de-
benture holder.

Northern Southland cred-
itors have taken legal advice
and will take steps appropri-
atetothecircumstances when
the statutory statement of
affairs has been filed with
the Registrar of Companies
at Wellington.
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| By Dale Park |

_A farmer protection clause
being inserted into a contractis:
one option being considered
by farmers to protect
themselvesin case of company
failure, says Ray Vincent.

Mr Vincent heads a
committee of five unsecured
creditors of New Zealand
Venison, a Takaka-based plant
which went into receivership
on December 10.

He says ownership of stock
should remain with the farmer
until it is paid for.

The committee is working
closely with Federated Farmers
tochangethe systemasitis, Mr
Vincent says the group is
currently trying to find out what

moneyisowed by New Zealand
Venison, whoto, what the assets
are worth and what money is
available to be paid out, if any.

new owner existing creditors
could be interested in
transferring their debt to an

“equity shareholding.

Mid-Canterbury Federated
Farmers is  providing
administration background and
expertise to the committee and
farmers concerned.

Federated farmers is
advancing the concept of the
reservation of title clause in
transactions between farmers
and purchasers of farmers’
goods. :

Currently the title changes
from seller to buyer the moment
the title is signed, which means
the farmer is vulnerable until
he is paid. :

A reservation of title clause
extends the title until the goods
are paid for.

It is normal commercial
practice in other than farming
transactions for the words to be
written into a contract that the
product remains the property.
of the seller until paid for.

If the company assets can be
sold at a reasonable price to a

GREYMOUTH — Confirmation of
tuberculosis in a cattle beast at Haast
has prompted a demand for greater
care on the part of farmers.

“This animal was one of a line of 21
purchased through a stock and station
agent from a property on movement
control in the endemic area,” West
Coast Animal Health Board represen-
tative Geoff Volckman said.

Mr Volckman told the quarterly
provincial meeting of Federated Far-

r mers in Greymouth, no declaration

card or permit to move the cattle had
accompanied them after sale.

“Another three animals of this line
have died from unknown causes,” he :
said. The case was being investigated
with a view to prosecution.

Mr Volckman also said a feral deer
shot south of the Waitangitaona River
had a Tb lesion.

“This was a concern, as the area
was thought to be free of Tbh,” he
said. — NZPA
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No decision on venison jobs yet_\

LLl?

By DAVID COSGRIFF

MOSSBURN venison plant workers
still do not know how many of them
have jobs, even though the plant
was sold to new owners two months
ago. |

Employees were reluctant to talk
about their concerns because they
fear it might affect their prospects
of employment with the new owner,
Dunedin-based Primary Producers
Co-operative Society.

One source said PPCS did not like
publicity.

The plant was operated by Ven-
ison New Zealand until it went into
receivership in November and was
sold to PPCS before Christmas, with

The company gained early access
so it could start upgrading the
farmed deer processing section to
meet new European Union require-
ments. Feral (wild) deer processing
was allowed to continue.

Former manager Ian Stewart was
replacéd. About eight of the remain-
ing 24 staff have been employed
processing feral deer but the future
of the other 16 is still uncertain.

Lumsden Anglican minister the
Rev Chris Rodgers said it was a pity
PPCS had not made a final decision
about staff numbers as the delay
was causing unnecessary stress,

“We are glad PPCS bought the
plant because they are a stiong
company and they should put it on
a firm footing,” he said.

“But we have heard only about
half the workforce will be employed

and we are very concerned about
those who will miss out.”

PPCS chief executive Stewart
Barnett yesterday declined to an-
swer gquestions about staffing is-
sues, or how long staff would have
to wait to hear their job prospects.

He also declined to discuss the
number of staff required at the
upgraded plant.

Mr Barnett said people have to
re@llsq the plant reguires work to
bring it up to EC standard and until
that is completed we can not make
decisions on staffing levels.

Some Mossburn area residents,
who did not want to be named, said
the delay was preventing workers
wha_m1ght miss out on jobs from
looking for alternatives.

Mr Rodgers said the church was
also concerned about the farmers AS
who were out of pocket with the =
collapse of Venison NZ. =

Some deerfarmers had lost thou-fg“
sax;.%s of dqléai;-s because they hain,,
not been paid for stock processedal
the plant. ¥ L]

Receiver and manager Roi*®
Thompson, from Coopers anille
Lybrand in Wellington, said it waVol
too soon to know the final positim C
of the company or how much i .-
would be able to pay creditors. o

The company’s three plants, atﬂ
Mossburn, Feilding and Hasting, ..
had been sold but there was stil, Y
other assets to sell. m}ng

Venison NZ owes its sole secursl*
credl_tog'. the National Bank, about
$8 million and unsecured creditors
about $7 million.

possession fixed for February 16.

all for r
of Wapiti

THE New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Associa-
tion says the crown wapiti herd.manage-
ment contract needs urgent renegotiat-
ing. )
Association executives met the Depart-
ment of Conservation in Invercargill
recently to discuss their concerns.

The group claimed the herd was being
mismanaged but DOC said the lack of
profitability was because of market con-
ditions for deer products.

The herd was formed when wapiti were
removed from Fiordland National Park in
1982 with the aim of re-establishing a feral
herd elsewhere.

. About 1700 animals-were removed - to
reduce conflicts- in the national park
between wapiti and takahe and 130 of them
were put into the relocation herd.

But no suitable relocation site has been
found for the herd and the animals cannot
be legally released back into the park.

The herd was farmed for the crown by
a private farmer until 1988 when Landcorp
agreed to take over, with the aim of

I

breeding animals with superior trophy
antlers. DOC was appointed the crown’s
agent.

Profits were to be split between DOC
and Landcorp and the crown’s share was
to be set aside for the benefit of rec-
reational hunters.

Deerstalkers’ Association president Ian
Wright said after the recent meeting his
organisation was less anxious about the
physical management of the animals but
wanted changes to the contract between
DOC and Landcorp. ‘

“The whole contract needs renegotiat-
ing. We believe unless the contract is
modified it will be impossible for
Landcorp to ever manage the herd profit-
ably,” Mr Wright said.

Under the contract Landcorp could
charge all direct expenses against the herd
plus administration costs, depreciation
and interest on farm capital.

It was clear the herd would never be
relocated or released into the wild so
hunters had to decide what they wanted
to happen. If it continued to be farmed at

enegotiation
contract

a loss then sale of the wapiti might be the
only option left, he said. :

When the agreement was struck with
Landeorp in 1988 .it included the condition
that profits would be shared between the
crown and Landcorp.

A trust was to be set up to control
distribution of the money “for the benefit
of recreational hunters” but the trust had
not been formed because there had been
no profits. :

Deerstalkers also discussed with DOC
their concerns about the department
charging for the issuing hunting permits.

Mr Wright said there were constant
rumours Treasury was pushing DOC to
start charging for the permits to recoup
some of the $800,000 spent each year
administering the scheme.

Hunters did not consider they should
have to pay to hunt animals, which they
were helping to control in the nation’s
forests and bush areas.

DOC denied the charges were imminent,
but the association was unconvinced, Mr
Wright said.

1080 opponents should
consider implications

WELLINGTON — People
,opposing the use of 1080 poison
to control possums should
think hard about the economic
implications of what they are
saying, Federated Farmers
says. ;

Farmers had a strong inter-
est in 1080 as a control method
because possums spread bov-
ine tuberculosis in cattle and
deer herds, acting president
Bill Shepherd said yesterday.

A newly formed organis-
ation, 1080 Action Network
New Zealand, this week
strongly criticised aerial drops
of 1080 by the Department of
Conservation to control
possums in areas of native
bush.

The group wants an indepen-
dent evaluation of 1080 poison,
saying aerial spraying kills
fish, birds and other wildiife in
the drop areas.

It said authorities in New
Zealand should take note of the
restrictions on 1080 wuse
imposed in the United States
recently.

Mr Shepherd said Tb in
cattle and deer posed no threat
to human health because of
pasteurisation and cooking.
But its presence could under-
mine overseas markets worth
$5 billion each year to the New
Zealand economy.

“At the moment the average ,
consumer in our overseas mar- ]
kets isn’t concerned about Tb
in New Zealand stock, but if
our trading competitors |
inflamed perceptions the
results could be very serious,”
he said.

If Tb became a non-tariff
barrier, countries such as Aus-
tralia, which is Tb-free, would
be winners and New Zealand
would be a loser. — NZPA
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STINGS — Creditors of the faile
per processing company, Venison
New Zealand, say they are consider-

ing legal action against the com-
any's directors.

The creditors, nainly deer farmers,
are likely to recive Jess than 10c¢ in
the dollar when Venison NZ is finally
ound up. f

Company clairman David Maling
id he had wt heard of the possible
otion and dd not have director’s
iability insurtnce.

Venison N with plants in Hast-
ngs, Feildin/ and Mossburn in the

=

AUCEKLAND The Game
Industry Board has lost more
than $500,000 in levy income
with the collapse of three
venison processing companies.
However, the board hopes a
change in legislation will offer
protection in the future.
Board chief executive Rich-
ard Janes told the board’s
general meeting in Taupo yes-
terday almost $340,000 was
lest in the Venison New Zea-
land receivership. last year and
a further $49.000 in the

it voluntarily, the

tion scheme said.

Simpson

customers were

demanding

voluntary,” he said.

(7)1

South Island, collapsed in November
last year owing millions of dollars.

The debenture holder, the National
Bank, called in the receivers which
has now finished their job and a
liguidator has been - appointed to
oversee the final wind-up and distri-
bution of funds to creditors.

A committee working in conjunc-
tion with the liquidator is seeking
support from the 400 creditors to
appoint a lawyer to assess if the
directors have a case to answer.

and $80 from each creditor to employ
a lawyer.

Mr Wildman said he had had
responses so far from about 100
creditors and had started discussions
with a Hamilton lawyer. If legal
opinion supported a case, creditors
would be asked for more cash.

One point at issue is the relation-
ship between the two companies
involved with Venison NZ, Venison
NZ Co-operative Ltd and Venison
Marketing Ltd.

creditors might sue

which holds most of the debts. The co-
operative holds the assets.

Some of the co-operative share-
holders are saying the marketing arm
is a different company and the co-
operative should not be-liable for the
marketing arm’s debts, estimated at
about $4.9 million.

But Mr Wildman said he expected
legal argument-to find that the two
cNoZmpanies are both part of Venison

Reasons given for the collapse have
been undercapitalisation, too rapid an

have hit boar

back quality

“We can guarantee when they
down the tariff barriers
they'll (countries) put on non-
like animal

NELSON — Overseas markets
will eventually force deerfar-
mers on to a quality assurance
programme if they do not adopt
chairman of

industry on-farm accredita- Customers ed
el becoming suspiclous of additives

: nt favmi
Canterbury deerfarmer Bob tices, Mr Si?nﬁpesg?'l ts.;a-‘d_ ng
told Nelson deerfarmers BEaBLOES:
at a field-day last week that
increasingly
quality assurance
and to remain compe
industry had to comply. .

The on-farm quality assurance
programme had been released to
the industry two and a half

months ago and aiready 600
farmers had listed their intention
of joining it, he said, But the rest “runnin
of the country’s deerfarmers had

upon them. At this stage it's only

important, Lincoln Univ
Familton told deerfarme
university recently.

Wi_th increasing stocking rates'and continual deet
grazing of paddocks, some of the intestinal worms
were showing up more in deer.

“In some cases the damage done to.the stomach
could be permanent,” Dr Familton said.
Originally only lungworm was considered to be

a major problem but now ‘“ostertagia-like” species
were turning up.

J ohr} Wildman, of Te Kuiti, said the
committee was see_k_l_r}g between $70__bought and sold stock, is the company

subsequent collapse of New
Zealand Venison.

Furthermore, the receiver-
ship this year of Fortex
resulted in a loss of $118,000 in
levy money.

Mr Janes said that levies
collected by processors was
required to be forwarded to the
board by the 20th of the month
following slaughter.

“They can owe money for
seven weeks and not be in
arrears, but then we put a 10
percent penalty on,” Mr Janes
said.

14

bring
trade barriers,
health.”

in products and

titive the

the ever-increasing competition
after a rela-
" he said.

from new. players

but

to follow. self-funding, Mr Simpson said.
“If they don't get behind the A working party of 42 farmers
programme, it will be imposed had put together a manual

farmers to

joined the programm

were

»Just because We'v
cess establishing our
try doesn't mean Wwe
become complacent.

“We need quality assurance for

tively small market,

The Game Industry Board was
funding the first thnie’t
the programme to get 1
the DEOBIUE after that it would
move to a user-pays system or be

follow when they
e to prepare

Penalties were included in
the money owed by the three
failed companies.

The board had placed both
Venison New Zealand and New
Zealand Venison in liguidation
because of the wider powers of
a liguidator on behalf of
unsecured creditors, Mr Janes
said.

“We have also taken steps to
strengthen the position of the
board in future to prevent such
situations arising again,” he
said.

tion.

The manual
standards for

The marketing company,

which
battle. — NZPA

Venison com any collapses
d’s levy income

Agriculture Minister John
Falloon had agreed to change
in the board’s regulations to
ensure that levy money is Kept
separate from other funds.

Trust accounts for this pur-
pose are expected to be in place
by July or August for the
coming seasomn.

Mr Janes said the board had
budgeted for $7 million in levy
income this season but that
had aready been lowered to an
expected $6.3 million because
of a diop in Kill, from 380,000
animalt to 300,000. — NZPA

Deerfarmers 171rged to
114
assurance

themselves for a farm accredita-

jdentified required
farm facilities, ank

mal production and welfare, and

already animal health.

e had sue-
deer indus-

need 0 . “urn check

an

years oé
2 mal welfare.

for

Internal parasites
a problem in deer

SOME internal parasites not originally thought to
be a problem in deer look like they are becoming
ersity’s veterinarian Alex
rs at a field-day at the

Assessments would be carried
out by locally trained assessors
who could accredit
and random audits would follow.

An independent auditor would
the assessor to
make sure the programine was
internationally recqgmsed
standard, Mr Simpson said.

Deer transporters t}ad also
adopted their own quality assur-
ance programme {0 cOVer freight
design, driver's training and ani-

a property

So far 126 transport com-
panies around the country
had registered with the pro-
gramme and 187 truck crates had
heen approved out of 256
inspected. — NZPA

expansion -and a stock procurement °

i



IN 1981, Te Tua farmer David

THE deer industry is leading the
Way with its Pasture to Plate quality
- Management system and it is is

Y @ matter of time before other
ultural sectors adopt- similar

could also choose to
quality programme.

to stay,” he said.

That is the view of

Agricultural

J “dCiirers’  Association executive
Girector Ian Blincoe.

| Most deer Slaughter premises had
audited quality

| Brammes in place,

Deer transporters had a quality
'I ‘assurance code and deer farmers

horticulturalists

assurance pro- life

quality food, fibre and

|

€er syste

“Quality is a message which is here

Mr Blincoe said his association had
a four-month user awareness cam-
emical and Animaj Remedy Manu- paign underway aimed at farmers ang

“Agrichemicals and animal rem.
edies are essential to our way of

They allow New Zealand to export

around the world,” he said.

Mr Peek said as he became

Deer hobby patch has

o4l

sTown out of sight

Jjoin an on-farm

animals,”

But agrichemicals and animal rem-
edies were widely misunderstood by
many urban consumers, Mr Blincoe

said.
“When customers

methods are h
environment.”
forest products

chemicals ignored

“They protect us from vermin and
disease. They improve the welfare of

ask for quality
food and fibre they want it to be

essentially free of harmful
They are demanding that farmin
= umane and kind to the

Farmers and other users of agri-
or dismissed con-

’ Peek set aside 4ha as a deer aware of the Potential of deer A
; hobby patch. That patch has farming and grew to prefer :
since grown to become one of, working with them to sheep,
2 if not the largest deer finish- the hobby patch “grew out of
b ‘ing operation in the province. control.”
c Mr Peek is the third gener- The dollar return from deer
1 ation farmer of a 1goha had also been significantly
¢ faposed coastal property a few  higher than sheep even during
kilometres south of Tuatapere. tpq industry’s down periods,
now mcegpy 120}1{& With e saig.
just 360 mix -age Romney
gges pushed into one corner. - However, r. athler than cgasls;:
>5 Eventually they, too, will go live sales or ve vet, Mr Peel
- — especially after being hard Set his sights on Specialising in
hit by the early September t‘ims_hmg deer for venison pro-
: southerly storm and “the duction.
;{ Worst winter I can remember.” Up to 150 finishers are ‘bred
e deer area wintered 200 on the property each year and
red and hybrid breeding hinds, 3 fyrther 700 or so are bought
40 two and four-year-old: vel- i, as weaners for fattening.

veting stags, 810 rising year- ‘ . _

g ks h%n‘ds ol 163 mgﬁ;egiu’i’zg? ﬂg”;lsb"liegaﬂ;fg Te Tua deer farmer David Peek

ﬁlgf twoyear-old stags an young animals :Ilje contitnuauy

In addition, 45 fattening bulls &razing top quality pastures, oL L 3
are carried through the winter  Mobs are moved on as pas- Slaughter drafts are made The first draf_t. of top rising

-and when necessary are used tures reach their most pro- according to bodywelgl?t and yearling Stags is usually in late
for pasture management on ductive stage, not when feed in - an estimated carcass weight of November, With regular drafts

the deer paddocks. one paddock runs out. 50 to 60kg. until the following May.

“Those that don’t make it by mid-September ang early then I'm happy to do another mang ement skills, as it
early May are carried through December B12 injection to com. application. pAt the moment I'm alreadgy done fo:us him, o
a second winter and the hinds bat g ‘cobalt deficiency. all in favour of it “It's made me more aware of
killed the following late Sep- gy November, Mr Peek = My peek Is totally committed animal th and welfare
fember or early October,” Mr separates the finishing hinds {0 producing a quality product, issues ang that by having
Peek said. e ags and grades the ani- so much e GE) he has healthier animals 1 will hays

“Carry-over stags are killed mals into mobs according to g an assessor for the Game less downgraded product — be
in late December and early size. Industry Board’s on-farm it pelts, velvet o meat — ang,
January after being velveted, He anticipates his Romneys Quality ‘Assurance scheme. therefore, more dollars,

“They might only velvet on wi produce $530 a hectare He attended the inaugural “What the Scheme is doing js
average 1kg but everything gross this season, the bulls two-day Quality Assurance Suaranteeing our consumers of
helps,” $972/ha and the deer $1125/ha. meeting in Wellington in ? pasturimtp S_;atte quahﬁtgst and

e most deer farm-  This past season, Mr Peek March last year, attended by 42 farmers AIC Daturally first in
ing‘oxltsth a ,‘.’elaﬁzrdt' operation, tried fine particle application people drawn from throughout thﬁt Chain, Mr Peek said.
except the June to September instead of his regular fertiliser the country, to discuss and set By mntroducing the on-farm
period, when the weather can programme, , up the quality programme. QA scheme and similar quality
make stock and pasture man-  « had great results. The  pp Peek said the aim of the SChemes for deer slaughter
agement “horrendous.” grass growth got ahead of the on-farm Quality Assurance prstlzusegl ang deer ltr_al_-ls-

Bach year Mr Peek con- stock and  carricy °n Ught programme was to have 200 ill}r%m rsth o eﬁ_lg ?Stlf?ﬂlls eading
serves surplus pasture and this through the winter,” he said.  farmers assessed and on the waiting for ql?alit; sgn !thau!a
past summer turned his sur-  Tpe application rate, based - scheme by September  this to be forced on it by our
plus into 800 tonnes of silage, on a soil test, was for DAp, vear, overseas mark,

140 bales of baleage and 700 elemental sulphuy. Sulphate of  “And we won't be too far “Farmers might ts
: conventional bales of hay. ammonia with lime flour and a away.” : erS ight not see any
i : . . ] Immediate lift in thejr Teturns
il Animal health consists of a range of trace elements at - ' peck IS confident the byt eventually properties that
g three to four-weekly weaner 75kefha. Quality Assurance scheme Will are QA accredifed will achieve
) drenching programme from = “I1 go another soil test at have far-reaching benefits for premiums ag well as consist-
February to July, a weaning the end of October and if it deer . farmers, not the least of ently higher returns than non-
Yersinia vaccination and a2 matches up with last year, which will be to lift their accredited farms > :
A~ — = -
| _‘l
ARM
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m leads rest

Sumer concerns at their peril, he said.
Chemical misuse also brought a

risk of regulations op overseas trade
barriers,

Mr Blincoe said most agrichemica]
and animal remedy manufacturers

residues. “The industry is a strong supporter -

of quality management systems.
“It will be doing everything it can
to support on-farm quality initiatives
ike the Growsafe campaign and the
deer industry’s quality assurance
Programme. :
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'WAC’ Act still governs

MANY NZ FARMERS think most
of the restrictions on deer farming
have gone. Not s0.

Apart from specific ‘farming’ type
legislation, deer farming is still gov-
erned by the Wild Animal Control
(WAC) Act, 1977 (the Act was
amended in 1978, 1979, 1982 and
1985); the Noxious Animals In Cap-
tivity Regulations 1969, and the
Deer Farming Notice No 4, 1986.
The Act and its attachments are
administered by the Department of
Conservation, (DOC).

Although it is probably ‘old hat’ to
most established deer farmers, it
may be of value to others to review
what those rules and regulations re-
quire of deer farmers.

The Wild Animal Control Act basic-
ally defines what wild animals are
and provides the mechanisms for
their control. Deer are included in
the definition of wild animals but the
Act makes provision for them to be
farmed.

Farming is allowed provided a
?ennit is obtained for the purpose
rom DOC. The Act says the person
who wants to farm deer must ‘ensure
that the enclosures on the land are
suitable to contain the deer and pre-
vent their escape and comply with
any specifications prescribed by reg-
ulations’.

The Act also says the director gen-
eral may specify, in the New Zea-
land Gazette, where deer fatming is
permitted or prohibited, or where
any particular species of deer may or
may not be farmed.

The Noxious Animals in Captivity
Regulations 1969, prescribe the fen-
cing specifications that must be com-
plied with.

This regulation has detailed sched-
ules. Some deer farmers may be sur-
prised to know it specifies that the
maximum spacing between verticals
on a post and wire fence for Red
deer is not allowed to be more than
24 inches and that ‘top up’ fences
‘may be approved in special circum-
stances’ using 4’ x 37 x 4” treated
timber extensions. Not quite the
standard batten on every post — the
type of top up fence that you com-
monly see being erected.

The Deer Farming Notice, No 4

ey

38 The Deer Farmer

TIMARU — Cashed-up Southland
sheep farmers should look at

Deer converP

Outlining the laws
by Bill Fleury of DOC, Wanganui

1986, specifies where deer farming
is generally permitted and specific-
ally identifies those areas where it is
not — some parts of Northland,
Auckland and Taranaki, as well as
most offshore islands.

It also specifies restrictions on the
farming of some species, like not
allowing the farming of Sika deer
outside the central North Island
area.

The specifications for deer fencing
and the restrictions on species and
areas have caused some problems as
the deer farming industry has de-
veloped.

The NZDFA is soon to present a case
to DOC to modify the fencing stand-
ards to take into account new mat-
erials and practices, as well as the
degree of risk that escaped animals
really pose in specific areas.

v | BT
ALY ol T ) o B K

De=r fencing regulations may soon be modified

The status quo rules until then

To obtain a permit to farm deer, an
intending farmer is usually only re-
uired to notify DOC of the intent to
arm deer and sign a declaration that
histher  enclosures = rheet  the
specified standards. -

If the notification i$ in order, deer
farming is allowed in the area and
the species involved are not prohib-
ited, DOC will acknowledge receipt
of the nofification; this constitutes
the permit. DOC offices can supply a
suitable form for the purpose.

Where the farm includes land clas-
sified as Land Useé Class VII or VIII
then DOC must comsult with the
local catchment authority (Regional
Council) and be satisfied that the
land is not unsuitable for such farm-
ing because of its 'susﬁfgtibimy to
erosion, is equipped with adequate
fences and the animal to be farmed is
within its feral range before a permit
can be issued. An inspection is usu-
ally required in these cases and a fee
may be charged.

3
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converting fo deer, according to
a deer farming leader. -

Deer Farmers’ Association
South Canterbury-North Otago
_branch chairman Keith Orange
Southland sheep farmers looking

to buy properties in Canterbury

ihould be looking at their own
deery” conversions.

Returns for deer, on a stock
unit (SU) pasis were superior and
deer farming tends fo require less

’

returns on sheep was at $35, with
a net figure of $10, compared to
the average gross return on deer
(venison and velvet) at $60 with

a net figure of $30, Mr
said. Orange

“Returns from sheep farming
have been going back in real
terms for the past 20 years.”

With the lamb schedule raci
backwards this season and ﬁg?
prices nearer $3 in real terms,
buying power from sheep had

In the meantine the old rules apply.
DOC does, however, take a prag-
matic approach, being more proact-
ive in enforcing the rules and reg-
ulations more stringently in areas
where deer are not already es-
tablished in the wild than in areas
where they are.

Anothet section of the WAC Act that
deer farmers and others should be
aware of is the prohibition on the lib-
eration of wild animals.

There have been cases receitly of
people releasing deer to establish a
recreational hunting herd or to dis-
pose of animals of little value.

Apart from the threat these animals

could pose to the natural environ-

ment and bovine Tb control, it is an
illegal ‘act subject to a fine and re-
covery of expenses arising from
finding and destroying the animals.

Consult your local Department of
Conservation office for further in-
formation on the Wild Animal Con-
trol Act and deer farming. O

ulged

reduced by 800 percent in 20
vears. Conversely, with a venison
schedule consistently around $5
velvet prices around $100/kg and
the Cervena strategy in place,
tl_1erge was room to hope for
significantly improved prices.

In addition, there was an
apparent anomaly with two-tooth
ewes (life expectancy five years)
sgl!mg at Lornveille for $100 and
1'1smg1twn}year hinds (life expect-
ancy 15 years) selling f
$300. — NZPA) il
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Deer proposals excellent
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DEERTALK e

DAVID STEVENS

THE 1994 annual conference of the
New Zealand Deer Farmers’ Associa-
tion was held at Wairakei during
May.

Like many deer farmers from the
south I was not able to attend, but if
the reports from those who did and
information through literature I have
received since is anything to go by,
the labelled “Industry Conference”
was a success.

Preceding the conference, the Game
Industry Board and Deer Industry
Association held a formal general
meeting.

This gave all deer farmers the
opportunity to question the board
about its future involvement and the
present direction the deer industry is
taking.

This was followed by seminar ses-
sions, society annual general meet-
ings, industry awards and the annual
general meeting of the Deer Farmers’
Association.

for deb
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DAVID STEVENS F

THE subject of gross margins always
creates the opportunity for a good
debate on how to justify the result-
ing figures.

After reading the results of several
so-called experts in the field of gross
margin analysis I question the useful-
ness of the information, which is
quite often published with little or no
accompanying information.

Deer farming is still a relatively
new farming industry with a wide
variation in farmer performance and
management practices, which play a
large part in gross margin returns on
individual properties.

Another factor which should be
taken info account is the majority of
deer farms are not large and as we all
know, the larger the unit, the more
efficient in cost per stock unit.

An example of this is the difference
in returns between an average and
top velvet producer. g

The average velvet price for 1993-94
season was $93/kg (at $93,000 a tonne
velvet is the most valuable product
produced from the pastoral sector in
New Zealand.)

At the annual meeting, association
president Clive Jermy introduced
structural reform proposals designed
to:

@ Unite the production sector and
formalise accountability mechanisms
with the Game Industry Board.

@® Strip the politics out of the board
operations and give the board a
mandate for their strategies and
funding.

® Require annual consultation to
agree to levies formally with share-
holders as well as reporting outcomes
against objectives.

® Introduce a multi-tiered subscrip-
tion.

What the proposals will mean in
short, if supported by deer farmers,
are that all deer farmers (levy payers)
will be given the right to vote for the
president, council, local branch chair-
men and the committee of the Deéer
Farmers Association. i

The board will be required to seek
approval from all levy payers for its
five-year plans, annual budgets and
before setting levies.

The process will be managed by the
Deer Farmers’ Association on behalf
of all deer farmers.' The board will
report to the association each six
months on its achievements and
financial performance.

I believe these proposals are excel-
lent as many deer farmers have not
had any formal representation on the
board. All farmers have wanted more
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The top velvet produ¥ers last year
achieved an average of $120-$130/kg
on an extra $27,000 to $37.000 a tonne
more than the average velvet grower
(the difference in value of A grade
and D grade velvet in 1993-94 was
$55/kg).

Those same top velvet producers
are producing a low volume, high
quality and value product which will
probably return $120 to $130 gross
margin per stock unit or $1320 to
$1430/ha gross for the 1994-95 season
more than rating against dairying.

. The same can be said for top
venison finishers — instead of the $40
gross margin per stock unit average,
some will be achieving up to $60 to $80
gross margin per stock unit or $660 to
$880/ha gross.

Both venison finishing and velvet
production are specialist jobs with
venison finishers in many cases hav-
ing supply arrangements with the
breeders and processor and the velvet.
producers having built up top velvet
herds over a period of 15-20 years of
selection (both are aiming for top
quality and weights).

So what use are gross margins to
the farmer? It does give you an idea
as to what the average farming
operation is returning — so if you are
above average do you have a warm
fuzzy feeling or if you are below
average do you think about giving up
— or do farmers take notice of them?

If farmers could get more informa-
tion on what the top producers are
achieving and how and why without
all the breed prejudices, I am sure
that would be of more use than any
gross margins.

consultation with the board, particu-
larly in the areas of levies and
performance.

Farmers have felt in the past the
board smelt a little bit of state sector
mentality — if you receive funding
you must spend it within that financ-
ial year or you won't be able to Jjustify
the same level of funding in the
following year.

Two frequently used words of the
1990s are accountability and trans-
parency — the above proposals
should go a long way towards achiev-
ing_both.

The keynote speaker at the confer-
ence was John Parker, of the New
Zealand Dairy Board.

He spoke on what it meant to
develop a brand marketing strategy
in terms of time, commitment, risk
sacrifice and rewards.

He warned of the folly of expecting
too much, too soon.

Mr Parker also stated the number
of companies involved in the food
business was shrinking and _the
power of branding was becoming
immense.

In the UK, Australia and (soon) in
New Zealand, there are really only
three supermarket chains which con-
trol the retail food business.

Deer farmers, he said, ignored that
at their peril. For deer farmers to
escape the horrors of commodity
price decline they had to differentiate
venison by making it more desirable
in consumers’ minds,

3

Margll’ls tOplC - New venison

processing venture

A NEW wvenison processor is ab

operations near Rakaia.

Mountain View Proeessors Ltd will process deer
sourced from the Canterbury region, partly filling
the vacuum left following the closure of the Fortex

plant at Seafield,

become plant manager.

The major shareholders in the new venture are
Doug and Keith Hood, of Mt Hutt Station. Minority
shareholders include Venison New Zealand’s for-
mer Mossburn plant manager Ian Stewart, who will

To achieve that, he said, there must '

be high standards of quality, a con-
sistent supply of product, superior
packaging, portion control, education,
swift and efficient distribution and &
service; good advertising and pro- |
motion. YV

This is all wrapped up in a brand,
or alternatively, some other form of =
distinguishing mark — the cervena
strategy is spot on. .

But for cervena to succeed it means &
the sacrifice of short-term returns for a
long-term gains. is

With the reduced kill, there will be n
zero production growth for the next el
two years and then stable growth of vi
10 percent per annum forecast each
year thereafter.

This will create an opportunity for OU
the first time in many years to 't
experience stability and focus on 2u
added-value, not shifting volume., Lv

Stability will breed confidence. as1

I was pleased to learn of Mr fec
Parkers’ comments as I, like many Wi
other deer farmers have always lxi
Dbelieved that brand marketing is an
excellent strategy. llsg

Like farming, the market strategy o~
is an investment-commitment made jer
on the best information available. The hu
returns won't happen overnight but ig {
that is not a reason to walk away sha
from the commitment. ing

Many of us started deer farming in
the belief of better returns, a chal- Ves
lenge, a vision and an opportunity — van
but there were no guarantees. 1ca
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Further helicopters
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could pose danger

By DAVID COSGRIFF

ALLOWING more helicopter op-
erators in to Fiordland National
Park for deer recovery work
could jeopardise safety and
livelihoods, deerstalkers say.

,Conservation Minister Dennis
Marshall is considering an appli-
cation from two additional heli-
copter operators for permits to
recover wild animals from the
park.

.The Southland conservancy
originally turned down the app-
lications but the operators lodged
an appeal with the Minister.

A spokesman for Mr Marshall -
said a decision was expected
before Christmas ‘“and the Min-
ister is anxious to make sure it’s
fair because he realises people’s
livelihoods are at stake.”

Four operators currently work
the park but those contacted yes-
terday said they would wait until
Mr Marshall’s decision before
commenting.

But a Westland operator, who
did not want to be named, said
the application should be de-
clined on safety grounds alone.

New ap

i

on dee

stopping, rather .than

earlier,

1

PREVENTING the breeding season
starting it
is a new approach

“If there’s not tight controls
put on the numbers of helicopters
flying around Fiordland there’s
going to be more accidents.”

It was also his experience that
having more operators did not
mean more deer would be shot.

“The deer get that spooked
from all the helicopters they
don’t come up.

“DOC would be better off leav-
ing the park to the guys working
it at the moment rather than
have them all chasing each
other,” he said.

The New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association is also concerned
about the prospect of extra heli-
copter operators in the area.

Vice-president Roger Mc-
Naughton, of Kapuka, said the
present recovery operations were
working well but the extra com-
petition would make them less
viable.

The association also feared
that if the two applications were
granted there would be a flood of
applications from other compan-
ies.

“If the Minister allows one
extra operator in then he cannot
really stop others.

“We do not want a return to the
‘deer war’ years as ho one gains
from this,” Mr McNaughton said.

Proach

to

But one of the companies seek-
ing permission to work in Fiord-
land said the fears were ground-
less.

Beta Aviation operations man-
ager Andy Mardon, of Haast, said
the helicopter it planned to use in
Fiordland would complement
rather than compete with the
exisiting operators.

“We see a niche market for a
smaller aircraft taking on the
tasks which are unsuitable for
bigger helicopters.”

The company wanted to re-
locate to Southland and do other
work such as training and agri-
culture.

But Mr Mardon said it was
“hard to go in cold” and the
venison business was needed to
provide cash flow.

Concerns about safety did not
stand up because there would
only be the five helicopters work-
ing the 1.25 million hectares in
the park. The West Coast con-
servancy was a similar size and
had 20 aircraft operating in it, he
said.

Mr Mardon said the issue had
dragged on for months and it
“would be beneficial for all con-
cerned” to have a decision as
soon as possible.

breeding

The thyroid gland, situated in the
neck, is involved in switching off the
breeding season in both hinds and

altering the breeding season of deer
being investigated at Lincoln Univer-
sity.

PhD student Greg Anderson told
150 farmers who attended a recent
deer field-day at the university that if,
instead of switching off about July-
August, the breeding season of hinds
could be kept going, stags could be
put out in January and calves born in
August.

This would coincide with spring
rather than summer, the normal
calving season. ‘

Mr Anderson’'s’ work involves
researching the effect the thyroid
gland has in determining deer breed-
ing.

RN

Lil

stags.

Removal of the gland Kkeeps
both sexes fully reproductive, but
the surgical removal of the thyrc_)id
is not considered feasible in farming

practice. :

Some way of blocking the action of
the thyroid during the critical period
of the year needs to be developed
before this novel way of changing the
time of calving can be commercial-

ised. 7

Mr Anderson’s work is being sup-
ported by a grant from the Canter-
bury branch of the New Zealand Deer
Farmers’ Association.

captured in the Fiordland Nat-

"' SOUTHLAND hunters should

push for a management plan for
Fiordland Wapiti deer, regard-
less of whether the crown herd
is sold, Wallace MP Bill English.

The Department of Conser-

. vation has decided to sell the

300-plus herd which is farmed on
a Landcorp property, Freestone
- Farm, near Manapouri. The herd
was started when Wapiti were

ional Park in the early 1980s with
the intention of establishing a
feral herd outside the park.

A suitable relocation site could
not be found and in 1987 the herd
was transferred from a private
farm to the Landcorp property to
be farmed for the crown.

It was proposed half the profit
would go to DOC for enhancing

MP says management

ahfas

of Wapiti makes sense

recreational hunting, but the
farm has never made a profit.

Mr English said he had met
Conservation Minister Denis
Marshall several times, but he
was determined to go ahead with
the sale by June 320.

“The Wapiti and red deer are
there and no one preiends we can
get rid of them, so it makes sense
to manage them.”

T TE. e L s T
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hunters upset

By DAVID COSGRIFF

A DECISION to allow an ad-
ditional helicopter deer recovery
operator to work in the Fiord-
land National Park has horrified
recreational hunters and estab-
lished operators.

Conservation Minister Dennis
Marshall has upheld an appeal by
Beta Aviation, of Reefton, and
granted it a permit to commer-
cially hunt and recover deer
carcasses in the park.

The company’s original applic-
ation for a permit was turned
down by Department of Conser-
vation Southland officers in Sep-
tember 1993.

DOC staff told Mr Marshall
established operators were kill-
ing enough deer to maintain
conservation values in the park
and another hunter might reduce
the effectiveness of existing com-
mercial operations.

However, Mr Marshall said he
allowed the appeal because the
park management plan required
wild animal numbers to be
reduced to as low a level as
possible.

In the absence of adequate
information on the condition of
the park vegetation, he had to
allow Beta Aviation to hunt.

One of the four established
operators, Richard Hayes, of Te
Anau, said he was astounded at
the decision especially as Beta
Aviation had been given a permit
to work the park’s special areas,
such as the Wapiti area.

“Deerstalkers are horrified
because it could dramatically
affect the number of trophies
they shoot.”

Mr Hayes said he thought
DOC's policy had been for “a
sustainable industry harvesting
a sustainable yield” to avoid
boom and bust periods.

“This decision seems to go
against that. It takes us back to
chaos with people chasing each

other around catching fewer and
fewer animals.”

DOC in Southland was satisfied
the four existing operators had
been working effectively, he said.

Another operator, Kim Hol-

lows, said the decision could
cause a flood of applications from
other helicopter hunting com-
panies.
- “If you let one in you're going
to have to let them all in. It's
going to make it even tougher for
what is already a fragile exist-
ence.”

The Deerstalkers’ Association
last year lobbied for the status

. quo.

In a submission to Mr Marsh-
all, the association said it did not
see why extra operators should
be allowed into the area'when
existing operators were carrying
ont their jobs satisfactorily.

Commercial operators wanting
to hunt deer from helicopters on
Crown land require a permit
issued under the Wild Animal
Control Act.

.- -
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vation Minister Denis Marsh-
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IT IS most disappoint-
a ing to see that the Min-
ister of Conservation
has upheld Beta Aviation’s
appeal to carry out wild ani-
mal recovery in Fiordland

National Park.

Sadly, Beta’s licence in-
cludes the Wapiti area and
they are working there at
present. Section 24 of the Wild
Animal Control Act (Licenc-
ing of operators for wild ani-
mal recovery services) re-
quires regard to be given to
the need in providing for rec-
reational hunting.

In the past only one oper-
ator has been working this
area and has carried out the
understanding of section 26 of
the Fiordland National Park
management plan which
states control of red deer and
hybrids will generally be car-
ried out by wild animal recov-
ery operators. Control of
Wapiti-type animals will be
carried out primarily by rec-
reational hunters.

I hope the Minister of Con-
servation will be able to
answer the following ques-
tions:

1. Why were Beta Aviation
refused the Murchison Mount-
ain area but given thé Wapiti
area?

2. In giving a wild animal
recovery licence for the
Wapiti area, was the Minister
aware of. the risk of this
operator shooting Wapiti?

3. Was it the Minister’s in-
tention that the operator in
question be able to shoot
Wapiti?

4. Is it the Minister’s inten-
tion to allow other operators
into Fiordland National Park?

Roger McNaughton
Vice-president

New Zealand Deerstalkers
- Association

Kapuka

Aske_d to comment, Conser-

all said: ‘“My decision to allow
the Beta Aviation appeal was
made only after extensive comn-
sideration of substantive re-
ports from all parties in-
volved. I also met with rep-
resentatives of both Beta Avi-
ation and the existing permit-
tees.

“I remain satisfied that my
decision was the appropriate
one to make in the light of
information before me.

“Mr McNaughton has intro-
duced the statutory need
under the Wild Animal Con-
trol Act to provide for recrea-
tional hunting. My prede-
cessors approved/endorsed a
range of measures in South-
land to meet with this re-
quirement.

“One of our earliest recrea-
tional hunting areas was es-
tablished in the nearby Blue
-Mountains, and recreational
‘Thunting remains the primary
mean of controlling wild ani-
mals in this area.

“I am also informed that my
department’s regional conser-
vator continues with a policy
of restricting 'aerial hunting
in the ‘Wapiti area’ during the
‘bugle,” that is, the period
when Wapiti rut.

“These are just two ex-
amples of how recreational
hunting is assisted.

“Although I do not intend to
debate the content of the
Fiordland park management
plan, its implementation can-
not over-ride matters within
the National Parks Act 1980.

“l. Beta Aviation indicated
to the department that it was
happy to abide by the depart-
ment’s wish to have no com-
mercial aerial hunting in the
Murchison Mountains unless
departmental staff ac-
companied the company’s
crew in the aircraft. Since

Minister replies on ¢

not big enough, it agreed to
forego having access to the
Murchison Mountains.

" “9. The appeal put before
me focused on Fiordland as a
whole. Although I am familiar
with the presence of Wapiti-
type animals in the park this
in itself was not a significant
factor. What type of animals
are to be removed from the
park is a matter for the reg-
ional conservator to decide.
The legislation clearly deter-
mines the range of matters I
should have regard to.

“3. The appeal was allowed
on the understanding that the
department’s standard con-
ditions would apply. In this
particular case, it is a con-
dition of the two operative
permits that only red or hy-
brid type deer may be re-
moved from the Wapiti area.

“4. Mr McNaughton also
raised the question of .allow-
ing further aircraft into Fiord:
land National Park. Initially,
this will be a matter for the
director-general or his del-
egate to decide. My involve-
ment with permitting is lim-
ited to appeals.”

Beta Av1at10n S hehcopter was

jof$far

Wapiti herd
CONSERVATION Min-

Bister Denis Marshall,
along with his ill-

informed advisers, have done

more to destroy the remnants |
of the wapiti herd, one of the

' nation’s rare and more unique

treasures, in the past few
months than anything else in

' the past 10 years, by letting

' They belong in Fiordland.
i They should and must be re-
. turned to Fiordland.

‘ nothing short of theft from the
' people of New Zealand.

. and future generations of sons
. and daughters to enjoy.

outside fly-by-night helicopter
operators in the park to shoot
willy-nilly at the few remain-
ing animals and the selfish
decision of a minority to sell
the crown herd.

The wapiti were gifted to
the New Zealand people from
the people of the United States
with the help of President
Roosevelt in 1905 and were
later to become for a short
time a world-class trophy herd
and the only free ranging
wapiti herd in the Southern
Hemisphere.

The excitement and thrill of
seeing, photographing and tro-
phy hunting these magnificent }
animals in some of the
world’s most awe-inspiring IJ

i and challenging terrain must |

be preserved for our present

The wapiti have lived in
Fiordland for 90 years and |
should continue to do so.

The sale of the herd is

N J Beker
Queenstown

[Slightly ‘abridged — Editqu

Wapiti herd 6 [z

I WISH to show iy
B disapproval in the way
the Department of Con-
servation has handled the
Fiordland wapiti and the
 crown herd of wapiti at Mana-
. pouri.
These animals belong to the
people of New Zealand and
"not the Department of Conser-
vation. We should have a say
. in the future of the wapiti.
; The Conservation Department
! should face up to its respons-
! ibilities to the herd. I feel
. sorry for members of the

| ‘Deerstalkers’ Association and

other - groups who have put
hundreds of hours of their
own time into the administra-

' tion of the Fiordland wapiti,

only to be let down by the

. Department of Conservation,

at the last minute.
I have seen photos, slides

- and heard the stories of many

of the hunters who have been
in the wapiti area hunting.
The scenery is magmﬁcent.
the hardship endured is unbe-
lievable, all for the hope of
seeing or shooting a trophy
head. I hope future gener-
ations will have the opportun-
ity to hunt wapiti in Fiord-
land.
Hunter’s Wife
East Chatton




Velvet boos

AUCKLAND — It might not be an
aphrodisiac but deer antler velvet is
showing signs of stimulating the
rural economy.

Moves are afoot to further develop
and process the velvet for both
traditional Eastern markets and a
burgeoning Western one.

The New Zealand Game Industry
Board is part of a joint venture
investigating consumer-ready velvet-
based products such as tonics.

New products are expected to be
released within the year.

In the 1993-94 season velvet exports
rose 25 percent to $59.5 million.

Average prices rose to $88 per
kilogram and could top $110 this
season.

Game Industry Board chairman
Richard Riddiford said there was an
. increasing market for antler velvet as
an alternative medicine.

“There’s a misconception that vel-
vet is an aphrodisiac,” he said.

Change in wild deer
agement sought

malle

BLENHEIM — The D

r Stalkers Assoe-

%egct, it is used for problems such
as blood pressure and arthritis with
increasing scientific basis to back up
traditional beliefs. '

In New Zealand alone deer velvet-
based products gross sales of $1
million annually.

The aim is not only to increase
sales to the west but also pitch
consumer-ready products to young
Asian buyers.

The growing popularity of antler
velvet is good news for an industry
which has hauled itself out of a
difficult year.

The collapse of three processors,
including Fortex, and poor prices in
European markets wounded the

Velvet ﬂﬂcges stable

PRICES for the top grades in a second special
offering of Wapiti and Elk antler by Wrightson in
Napier and Christchurch yesterday maintained
prices achieved at the first sale in early December.

Wapiti and Elk velvet made up 1300kg of the total
velvet ‘offering of 7.4 tonnes in the Wrightson's
South and North Island pools yesterday.

The lower Wapiti grades were back $10 on the
December sale. Prices for another good offering of
red deer velvet were firm on previous sales. !

Prices were:

Wapiti-Elk: Wapiti Supreme $251.60/kg; Wapiti One, $221.40 to
$235.40; Wapiti Two, $219.40; Wapiti Three $170.40; Wapiti Four
$152.40 to $153.40.

Red deer: Super A $175.99 to $182.02; A grade $145.10 1o
$153.22; B grade $138.10 to $145.00; C grade $130.00 to $142.50;
D grade $125.00 to $135.00; E grade $105.00 to $110.20; Tai-
wanese $72 to $143.22; spiker $82 to $128.23; overgrown 560.50
to $116.00; manufacturing $66.20; regrowth $77.07 to $117.17.

industry early in the 1993-94 year.

It rallied and industry exports
increased by 3 percent overall to a
record 193 million to the year ending
September, 1994.

Local consumers also increased
their appetite for venison with con-
sumption up 40 percent as the indus-
try continues to target restaurant
goers. — NZPA

administration.

councils to return to big game hunting

iation wants fish and game councils to
take over the management of selected
wild deer herds.

Southland Fish and Game Council man-
ager Maurice Rodway said yesterday his
council had been asked to take over
ballots for access to Wapiti in Fiordland
and asked the national conference of fish
and game councils in Wellington at the
weekend for advice.

Fish. and game councils were estab-
lished in 1990 to take over from the
century-old acclimatization movement
which administered deer hunting in the
early days of New Zealand European
settlement.

The councils manage freshwater sports
fishing and gamebird hunting on behalf of
the Crown but deer hunters want the

—

Senior conservation officer John Hollo-
way said the Department of Conservation
was considering possible changes to the
administration of wild animal hunting on
conservation land and the transfer of
some functions to another body was.a
logical development. .

He said the department would retain the
responsibility of setting maximum accept-
able deer numbers in each area to ensure
minimal impact on native forests.

Using recreational hunting to keep
numbers to those levels was the most cost-
effective and efficient system available but
the department wanted to get out of
administering the hunting permit system,
he said.

Conservation Minister Denis Marshall,

happy for discussions between the parties

to proceed but warned he did not want
regional fish and game councils, many of
which were under-funded, to take on extra
responsibilities they could not afford.
Mr Marshall said it was obvious wild
animals . such as deer would never be
eradicated from- New Zealand and the
management plan proved such animals
could be effectively controlled with man-

aged hunting pressure.

The South Island Canada Goose Man-
agement Plan, drawn up by fish and game
councils, which he had recently approved,
was a good model for other species and he
wads interested in the concept.of deer
management on a similar basis, he said.

The conference accepted an invitation
by the Department of Conservation to be
involved in discussions on the future

who attended the conference said he was

free up huntin

TE Anau — Permits to hunt on
crown land will be easier to
obtain under a proposal to pro-
cess licences through the .Con-
servation Act.

Conservation Minister Denis
Marshall said the Wildlife Ani-
mal Control Act licence system
had become difficult to adminis-
ter, was too restrictive on hun-
ters and required too many
resources.

“There is no longer a need for
a special licensing system under
the Wild Animal Control Act.
Helicopter operators undertak-
ing other types of commercial
activities like transporting skiers
or hunters into the back country
obtain the necessary permit by
applying for a licence under the
Conservation Act,” he said.

The act would be more appro-
priate for both land and air-based
hunters and would free up the
industry.

Conservation

2./ «g

The Wild Animal Control Act
1977 was rigid and regulatory,
requiring the Department of Con-
servation to gather a lot of
information on vegetation
health, animal numbers and land
condition to make decisions on
the number of licences permitted.

Mr Marshall said using the
Conservation Act would not
affect .the ability of private land-
owners to control who they
allowed on their land. But their
choice would no longer be lim-
jted to the Wild Animal Recovery
Service Licences.

Mr Marshall said the proposal
would allow DOC and hunters to
work more effectively together to
achieve conservation benefits.

But helicopter operators and
hunters have some reservations
about freeing up the industry.

Helicopter shooters in Fiord-
land National Park are still

ct would

g permits

smarting from a recent decision
to allow a fourth operator work
the park.

Beta Aviation had been refused
a permit by DOC but won an
appeal to Mr Marshall.

DOC Invercargill spokesman
Peter Willemse said the concern
was that if the existing operators
could not make a reasonable
living out of deer recovery in the
park, they might go elsewhere or
be put out of business.

That could cause violent fluctu-
ations in deer numbers.

Southern Lakes Helicopter
pilot Richard Hayes said even
one additional operator had an
effect on viability.

His biggest concern was for the
feral Wapiti. herd which,
although excluded from the
terms of Beta’s permit, could not
easily be identified in their sum-
mer coat.

management of some deer herds. — NZPA



LIKE a good many of those in
the Te Anau Basin, Russel Mc-
Donald got his start from the
land development and settle-
ment schemes.

From 1977 he operated as an
agricultural contractor, working
mainly for the former Lands and
Survey Department.

In 1982 he and his wife Norma
thought there might be a dollar
in deer farming.

They leased some ground and
stocked it with captured deer.

Today they have an extremely
tidy and profitable specialty ven-
ison operation that won them the
Lincoln University Foundation
1994 Farmer of the Year award.

More than 120 people attended
a field-day on their property on
Friday where the centre of inter-
est was their indoor wintering
system for weaners destined for
the premium chiller trade.

Mr and Mrs McDonald bought
their first block of 46ha in 1984
and converted it into a deer unit.

Six years later a further 87ha
was bought and last winter the
property carried 3000 stock units
— 23su/ha — including 300
bought-in weaners.

Until they achieved their full
deer stocking rate, surplus pas-
ture growth had been controlled
by buying in store lambs, Mr
McDonald said.

ndoor

N i("ig

After attending an Invermay
open day and seeing the results
of indoor wintering trials, indoor
wintering had seemed an attract-
ive option for venison pro-
duction, he said.

Their first wintering shed was
built in 1986. )

In 1993 a second shed was built
and a third (54m x 9m) shed was
completed in time for the winter
1994.

For 100 days from May to Sep-
tember, the larger shed housed
540 weaners with 120 weaners in
one of the other sheds.

Central to the success of the
indoor system is the use of
artificial lighting to increase the
hours of daylight.

Research at Invermay had sug-
gested that by artificially
increasing daylight hours, the
normal shutdown period of deer
growth could be counteracted
and growth would therefore con-
tinue during the winter period.

Mr and Mrs McDonald are
using this system to supply
100kg-plus liveweight animals for
the chiller market in October and
November with lighter animals
carried through on pasture to the
following July or August.

Mr McDonald said the indoor
wintered deer were ad 1lib fed on
paddock silage at the rate of 3.5
to 4kg/head/day supplemented
with half a kilogram of crushed
barley a day.

deer winterin

Hay is also provided and straw
is regularly added to the floor for
bedding.

Mr McDonald said the new
shed had cost an estimated
$30,000 — “a bit more than
originally planned.”

The lighting is controlled by a
time switch. And while the sys-
tem had proved a success with
weaners gaining up to 10kg in
liveweight in the 100-day period,
additional gains were possible if
the intensity of lighting was
increased.

Wintering weaners indoors
also allowed stock to be carried
during the winter and therefore
more income. ;

The weaners were drenched
before going indoors and once
again during the winter. No
apparent health problems were
encountered.

Each 81 square metre bay
housed 60 mixed sex weaners,
penned according to liveweight.

Mr McDonald listed the ben-
efits of indoor wintering of
weaners as better conditioned
stock, winter liveweight gains,
lower veterinarian and health
costs, pasture was able to be
saved for spring flush and winter
feed was used more efficiently for
the older deer, and the access to
the premium chiller market
more than compensated for the
increased costs of wintering.

~d
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Lincoln University Foupdation 1994 a;mers of the!Year, “I_\lorma and Russel McDonId, right, sae light-
hearted moment at a field day on their property on Friday with Lincoln University vice-chancellor Bruce Ross.




Manapouri, YYapiti to be sold

By GINA ROBSON

MORE than 300 Wapiti deer from
the crown Wapiti herd farmed
near Manapouri will be sold by
auction in June:

Southland conservator Kerry
‘Mawhinney said the Department
of Conservation had decided to
sell the 300-plus herd which is
farmed on a Landcorp property,
Freestone Farm, near Mana-
pouri. |

The herd was started when
Wapiti were captured in the
Fiordland National Park in the
early 1980s with the intention of
establishing a feral herd ouiside
the park.

A suitable relocation site could
not be found and in 1987 the herd
was transferred from a private

farm to'the Landcorp property to
be farmed for the crown.

. It was proposed half the profit
from the herd would go to DOC
for enhancing recreational hunt-
ing but the farm has never made
a profit.

The farm had accumulated a
loss of about $90,000 but the sale
of the deer would cover the debts,
with some surplus funds remain-
ing, Mr Mawhinney said.

He did not know how much the

herd would be worth but said a

lot of interest was expected from
deerfarmers as the Wapiti were
of outstanding quality. ,

The herd had been upgraded

through the introduction of pure-

Wapiti sires, he said.” ~---

The Fiordland Wapiti Founda- -

tion had advocated returning
high-quality male stock into the

Wapiti area in Fiordland each
year to encourage overseas tro-
phy hunters to shoot there.

Chairman Jack McKenzie sajd

. revenue from the trophies would

go towards managing the remain-
ing deer in the park and helping
with possum control.

He did not think the herd
should be sold because it left no
means of generating income.

The Fiordland Wapiti stocks
would be improved by injecting
new blood from the crown herd,
he said.

~Hunting groups were pushing
for proceeds from the crown herd
sale to go towards managing deer
still within the park.

Deer industry sources had esti-
mated the crown herd to be
worth $500,000, he ‘'said.

-

Hopes fade for second Hissing hunter

WELLINGTON — Hopes that missing
Conservation Department hunter
Russell Griebel, 55, of Motueka, would
be found alive faded further yesterday

On Sunday, searchers found the  Police believe the hut was swept
body of his companion, Russell John away by floods early on Thursday
Waldie, 45, of Mapua. after heavy rain.
> € ] Mr Waldie was found about 8km  Senior Constable Hamish Blanch, of
as search teams failed to find any sigh from Bushline Hut in the upper Nelson, said there was little hope of
of him in the Richmond Range. reaches of the Motueka River. finding Mr Griebel alive. — NZPA




! Stalkers_li%y Wapiti

decision regrettable

THE Deerstalkers’ Association says it has
never pushed for the sale of the crown
Wapiti herd, but says other options are
,unrealistic. L

Conservation Minister Denis Marshall has
decided to sell the 300-plus herd by auction
»  before the end of June. The herd is farmed
. by Landcorp at Manapouri.
; Southland Conservation Board member
Derek Angus has vowed to fight the sale
. through the courts, if necessary.
~ _ Mr Angus supported a Fiordland Wapiti
- ~Foundation proposal to retain the herd and
return high-guality male stock into the
Wapiti area in Fiordland each year to
encourage overseas hunters to shoot there.
Revenue from the trophy hunting would
80 towards managing the remaining deer in
the park and helping with pessum control.
Deerstalkers’ Association national vice-
president Roger McNaughton, of Kapuka,
said the decision to sell the herd was
regrettable.
But if the Government was not going to
- fulfil its promise to relocate the hegrént?len
. selling the animals was the most realistic
.- option. F
% T don’t think they (the Fiordland Wapiti
» Foundation) will ever get permission to do
. What they're proposing.”
5. Mr McNaughton said the association’s
. own proposal, prepared in 1993, simply spelt

I K R

out to the Government what it wanted to
happen if and when the herd was sold.

The proposal called for funds from the sale
to go to the Southland Fish and Game
Council and for the council to take over
issuing hunting permits in the Wapiti area
of 1:tihe park from the Department of Conser-
vation.

If the‘Govermnent agreed to the proposals,
recreational hunters could look forward to
their interests in the Wapiti area being
maintained. '

The association wanted some of the funds
from the sale to be used to establish a
management regime for hunting in the area.

,Sale proceeds could also go towards
updating existing research on the state of
the vegetation, Mr McNaughton said.

i Council_ manager Maurice Rodway said
the cO}zncﬂ approved the deerstalkers’ assoc-
1ation’s proposal in principle but would have
to see the details before making a definite
committment.

There was no suggestion the council
would take over management or control of
the animals or the land — that would remain
the responsibility of DOC, Mr Rodway said.

Estimates of the herd’s worth are put at
between $300,000 and $500,000.

DOC Southland is preparing a report on
the options for spending the profits from the
herd sale for Mr Marshall.

3 :
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Hunters divided 0} T Compagxsﬁned
Wapiti herd future™®

SOUTHLAND hunters are divided

‘over the future of the Wapiti deer
herd because a sub-branch of the New
Zealand Deerstalkers Association has
rejected the direction of the associa-
tion’s executive.

The Fiordland Wapiti Foundation
also has a legal opinion that the herd
could be released back into Fiordland
National Park without a law change.

The Southern Lakes sub-branch of
the New Zealand Deerstalkers Assoc-
iation has announced its opposition
to the sale of the 383-strong herd and
has pledged allegiance to the founda-
tion, which wants the animals
returned to the park.

This contrasts with association pol-
icy which reluctantly approves of the
sale provided the proceeds go to the
Southland Fish and Game Council.

Foundation spokesman and former
Wallace MP Derek Angus said one
lawyer employed by the foundation
had found that, with the Minister of
Conservation’s direction, Wapiti
could be released into the park
without a law change.

Legai advice was being sought from
two other lawyers who specialised in
conservation law, Mr Angus said.

“We need good legal opinion that
will stand up in court for an injunc-
tion to stop the sale.” ;

But the foundation hoped nego-
tiations with Conservation Minister
Denis Marshall and the Department

- of Conservation would make legal
action unnecessary, Mr Angus said.

Sale of the herd has been scheduled
for July but the foundation believes
the gradual reintroduction of Wapiti
bulls, highly rated by hunters, to the
park should be investigated first.

The Southern Lakes sub-branch of
deerstalkers’ has entered the fray by
using sub-branch funds to make a
$350 donation to the ‘foundation on
behalf of its 35 members.

Southern Lakes vice-chairman Les-
ter Kidd said members strongly sup-
ported the reintroduction of Wapiti
into the park.

‘Foundation chairman Jack McKen-
zie said he was delighted with the
support from the Southern Lakes
deerstalkers. !

The foundation would continue to
lobby Mr Marshall and ask him to
give his assent to reintroducing the
animals.

Press secretary Harry Broad said
even if Mr Marshall could order the
reintroduction of the animals he
probably would not want to because

deer-grazing badly damaged forests
" on the conservation estate. g

Mr Marshall has previously said he
does not have the power to override
the National Parks Act which orders
the extermination of introduced
species to the parks. )

New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Associ-
ation vice-president Roger
McNaughton said the executive had
no comment to make about the
Southern Lakes decision.

CHRISTCHURCH — A Southland trans

and one of its drivers were each fined $'?5%nmﬁtli1ﬂel
Cl'mstchurc}; District Court vesterday on a charge
of transportlng_deer in a manner causing them
unnecessary pain or suffering,

The charge was brou ‘ i
Profoti ek ought under the Animals
Tullochs Transport Ltd and Lindsay Noel Crosbie
pleaded guilty fo a charge arising from the
transportgtmn of 123 deer from Hawkes Bay to
?el.;t;am. in Otago, on March 8 and March 9 last
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheri
: sherie
geged the animals were in a poor condition wher?
iney reszzl}eigﬁthe bOu%m farm because of delays
on i
animtr_anals. v ochs, causing stress to the
12Ndlir(l:i of the giqer ;iied beft)_re reaching the farm;
ke from Injuries sustained during transpor-
Making submissions to Judge Bisphan befi
sentence, both counsel for the defendgmts a;rggg
their clients should have refurned the animals to

the vendor when it was discovered th:
been weaned. — NZPA e deer had not

e AW -



Pests pushing
native Sggrest W

to collapse

CONSERVATIONISTS fear noxious
pests are pushing New Zealand for-
ests to the brink of collapse.

The Southland branch of the Royal
Forest and Bird Protection Society
has urged all forest users to band
together to demand the government
put more funding into ridding native
forests of pests such as deer, possums,
stoats, ferrets, weasels and feral cats,

Spokeswoman Chris Henderson
said southern members recently met
Dr Geoff Rodgers, of Lincoln Univer-
sity, who provided concrete evidence
of degeneration that left even those
who already feared the worst reeling.

“What we're seeing . . . is the actual
crashing of €co-systems, it's that
serious,” she said.

“The whole forest €co-system is in
a state of collapse.”

possible whil
be used whe

users to.

unless something

risk and demand the government §
bPump more money into pest eradi-

cation.

._'The stuff in the budget was noth-

ng — it was a sop.

“We’re making a move but it needs
to be everywhere all at once. Unless
it's a big body blow, this tickling
round the edges means they’ll be back

in five years,” she said.

Hunters should be encouraged to
take as many deer and possums as |
e 1080 poison should alsg
I'e appropriate, Mrs Hen-
derson said. She called on all forest
0 write to their MPs and the
Minister of Conservation, expressing
their concern at the measurable
deterioration of the forests.

“It really is very frightening and
urgent is done ..

we're really going to see a huge
Mrs Henderson urged all those who change in the forest ecology. It's that

enjoyed the forests to recognise the desperate.”

THE Minister of Con-
Bservation informs us

that he allowed the
Beta Aviation appeal on the
grounds that the Fiordland
National Park Management
Plan required that wild ani-
mal numbers should be re-
duced to as low a level as
practical. In the absence of
adequate information on the
condition of the park’s veg-
etation, he had to allow Beta
to hunt there. The Minister
appears to have had total dis-
regard to the following:

The Fiordland National
Park Management Plan states
(section 2.6): In the area colon-
ised by wapiti type deer, con-
trol of red deer and hybrids
will generally be carried out

by Wild Animal Recovery Ser-
vice (WARS) operators. Con-
trol of wapiti-type animals
will be carried out primarily
by recreational hungers,

Section 24: The Wild Animal
Control Act requires informa-
tion to be collected on veg-
etation, soils, waters and wild
life in the conservation area.

Why hasn’t this been car-
ried out? Section 24 also re-
quires the director-general to
have regard to “the need to
provide for recreational hunt-

We don’t feel that the Minis-
ter or director-general have
had any regard for recreation-
al hunting and feel that DOC
should repeal Beta’s permit to
recover wild animals until
DOC carries out its respons-
ibility of the act.

Gary Barnes
Te Anau Rod
and Gun Club

» Dj}z’qé Te Anau

Asked to comment, Depart-
ment of Conservation regional
conservator Kerry Mawhin-
ney said: “ ‘Control of wapiti-
type animals will be carried
out primarily by recreational
hunters’— This is still the
situation. Beta Aviation’s
Wild Animal Recovery Service
(WARS) permit contains con-
ditions in the permit schedule
which only allow for the re-
moval of red or hybrid type
deer. The writer is obviously
concerned ahout the prob-
ability that Beta Aviation may
be removing wapiti-type deer
from Fiordland National Park.

dom inspections to date
show no evidence of any ad-
ditional wapiti being removed.

* ‘Why hasn’t the Depart-
ment of Conservation carried
out vegetation and wild ani.
mal surveys per Wild Animai
Control Aet requirement? —
Priorities and limited staff
and resources have not per-
mitted this function to be
carried out. -

*“ ‘The need to provide for
recreational hunting:' — Rec-
reational hunting has been
well catered for in Southland.
The National Parks Act places
natural values ahead of rec.
reational hunting values and
the provisions of the Wild
Animal Control Act in respect
of recreational hunting does
not as a matter, of course,
apply to Fiordland.”

Wapiti herd 3 Js b

I REFER to your report
; % of the recent meeting

of the Southland Con-
servation Board.

I feel it is time Mr Angus
and his following_p_ughlng f%r
liberation of wapiti in Flor(i
land examine their role an
justify their seats on a conser-
vation board. -

At an informed guess, de
are consuming _about 60,000
tonnes of vegetation a year in
Fiordland. This is not only
damaging to national park
values but is a real long-term
threat to the future of the
forest itself. T 3

It is fallacious nonse
that purist trophy hunters
will pay big money for _hum—
ing hybrid animals and, in the
presence of red deer throug};i »
out the region, they will -

always be hybrids. L

Reasonably ecornomic breed-
ing control in Fiordland is a
pipe dream. .
amage to park values, In-
ch?dingg irreversible habitat
impoverishment for natural
wildlife is bad enough but wei:

must now add the spectre o

Th.

In areas of New Zealand
with possums, numerous €x-
ramples are seen crawling
about in an advanced state of
' Tb with external lesions of Tb
trailing infected material.

Associated with deerl al-
ready on a declining nutrition
plane, this is '‘a bombshell
waiting to explode for the
tourist industry and our
whole farming sector.

I know from my own hunt-
ing experience in the
Hakapoua region 25 years ago
that the deer there were
stunted and in very poor con-
dition. :

This has been confirmed by

a recent hunting party and we
can only conclude that we
face a grave danger of wide-
spread infection.
. The Minister’s decision to
sell the wapiti herd, rather
than encourage expectations
of profit from these uncontrol-
lable feral animals, is the
right one.

Rather, we should be estab-
lishing research and exploring
methods whereby this menace
can be abated.

. The New Zealand Deer-
stalker’s Association’s support
for the Minister’s decision
was commendable.
L C Henderson
Te Anau




‘Wapiti herd 2f3ks

- IT-was with more than

a little interest that I

watched a TV news

item recently about the sale of
our wapiti herd.

Has the Minister of Lands
and Conservation Denis Mar-
shall forgotten the means, and
the agreement that the nu-
cleus of this herd were ob-
ltla_imed? It would appear he

as.

Could I remind the Minister
of the agreement and ask
some questions?

In the latter stages of 1981,
then Minister of Lands and
Forests for the National Gov-
ernment Jonathan Elworthy,
on behalf of the crown, en-
tered into an agreed joint
venture with a capture con-
sortium to remove animals

" from the wapiti area of the
Fiordland National Park. This
operation started early 1982.

The questions I would like
to ask are.

1. Did the crown receive the
300 wapiti herd type animals
that were to form the nucleus
of a recreational herd? If not,
how many?

2. Did the crown receive the
200 hybrid-type animals for
their deer farm? If not, how
many?

3. When the capture oper-
ation finished at the end of
December 1983, what was the
‘total number of animals re-
covered?

4. Were the wapiti type ani-
mals for the recreational herd
upgrade? What numbers are
there at this date?

5. What conclusions did the
Scientific Advisory Committee
come up with as to their
terms of reference over the
following five years from
January 1, 1984?

It is 13 years since this
fiasco started as I believe it is
time it was concluded. The
questions I have asked I di-
rect to the Minister.

I would like to see the
Government honour its part
of the agreement and this did
not involve the sale of the
upgraded wapiti herd. This
herd was to be relocated for

the future recreational hun-
ters of New Zealand. It was
argued from the outset that
relocation was not an option.

- I would like to see this
upgraded herd farmed, and
the present Government
change the law to allow high
quality animals from this
farm relocated back into a
managed wapiti area in the
Fiordland National Park. This
is assuming that these ani-
mals have been upgraded.

Alan Rodger

Twizel

Asked to comment, Conser-
vation Minister Denis Marsh-
all, said: “I agree with Mr
Rodger in that, after 13 years,
this issue has dragged on far
too long and it is time it was
concluded.

“The crown wapiti herd was
removed from Fiordland Nat-
ional Park for relocation in
the early 1980s when it was
considered that, among other
things, the then current pres-
sure from commercial oper-
ators would eliminate wapiti
from Fiordland.

“The removal of animals
was undertaken by a ‘capture
consortium’ under a contract
whereby the crown owned all
wapiti-type animals captured
and the consortium kept the
hybrid-type animals,

“The consortium recovered
some 1700 animals from Fiord-
land National Park, of which
108 were deemed to be
purebred wapiti and so
formed the basis of the 318
animals now- in the crown
wapiti herd.

“Imitially, it was intended
that the crown herd would be
relocated elsewhere to com-
pensate hunters for the loss of
the Fiordland wapiti herd. Al-

Deer recovery
I READ a headline in
B your paper of Novem-
ber 23, 13994 saying
“Further helicopterg could
pose danger.” QIE o<
Allowing more icopters
into Fiordland National Park
for deer recovery could jeop-

ardise safety and livelihoods, ,

deerstalkers said.

Now there was a story on
Saturday, January 21, heacieg
“Existing deer hunters upset.
The decision to allow another

helicopter deer recovery oper-

ator into Fiordland National

Park has horrified recreation- .

al hunters and established op-
erators.

The Southland DOC Con-
servancy turned down the
original application from Beta
Aviation and now Minister
Dennis Marshall has upheld
the appeal.

Did the established oper-
ators and DOC staff not write

submissions to the Minister?

Why did the Minister rule

in favour of Beta Aviation?

Richard Hayes says hga was
astounded that Beta Aviation

has a permit to work special
areas.

What is a special area and
why should it be? The Nat-
ional Parks Act states what
they are. g

Kim Hollows said that thi
decision could cause a flood of
applications from othe; heli-
copter hunting companies.

If he gets a flood of applicat-
ions from hunting companies,
he could take on DOC staff to
sort them out?

One good reporter could put
these people in their place
once and for all and stop th‘is
nonsense moaning.

Ernie Mason
Tuatapere -
[Abridged. — Editor]

though more than 10 separate
relocation areas were con-
sidered, one of which was
investigated in detail, no suit-

' able area was found. Even a

New Zealand Deerstalkers’ As-
sociation report on the herd
stated that ‘there is really
nowhere for the wapiti to be
relocated ... '

“Because no suitable area
could be found, and because
legislation prevents it being
returned to Fiordland Nat-
ional Park, it was decided in
1987 that the crown herd
would be farmed on:a profit-
sharing basis with Landcorp
and that the Crown’s share of

the profits would be used for

the benefit of recreational

hunting.
“The debate about the relo-
cation of the animals

effectively ended at this point,
Indeed, even the reason to
relocate the herd ended, in
that, contrary to fears at the
time., wapiti were not erad-
icated from Fiordland Nat-
ional Park.

“To be commercially viable
for farming, the herd has re-
quired considerable improve-
ment from imported animals.
Reaching this improved status
has meant that the farming of
the animals has generated a
loss of well over $100,000 to
date. As such, the continued
farming of the herd is of no
benefit to either Landcorp, the

Department of Conser\.ration.j_i;'

or hunters.

‘contract provides, the
-sible course of action is to sell

“Towards the end of last
year, Landcorp advised the
department that it wished to
terminate the contract to farm
the deer with effect from June
30, 1995. Landeorp’s termin-
ation of the contract allows
the department to dispose of
the herd as it sees fit, some-
thing it was unable to do if it
had terminated the contract.

- “Therefore, to honour the
Government’s promise to hun-
ters that proceeds from the
herd would be used for the
improvement of recreational
hunting, T have decided that,
given the opportunity that
Landcorp’s termination of the
n.

the herd at auction.

“I have asked my depart-
ment fo prepare a briefing for
me on the options available
for dispersing any funds re-
alised from the sale for the
betterment of recreational
hunting and expect to be able
fo announce very soon how
this will be done.

“I believe that this is the
fairest and most reasonable
way of resolving the issue
once and for all.”
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TE ANAU basin farmers have
taken a decisive step to protect
their area from the spread of
bovine Tb. !

The Te Anau Pest Advisory
Group, after consultation with
MAF Quality Management,
Federated Farmers, the South-
land branch of the New Zea-
land Deer Farmers’® Associa-
tion, the Southland Regional
Animal Health Committes, is
about to declare the Te Anau
basin a Tb protected area.

The move has the full back-
ing of the Southland Regional
Council. :

The pest advisory group was
set up several years ago by the
Regional Council to advise and

help it implement pest control '

programmes in the district.
As a result of a series of
farmer meetings and the dis-
cussions with other groups a
set of rules has been drawn up.
The rules relate to cattle and
deer entering the protected
area either through private
treaty or for grazing, Tb test-
ing criteria including the age

—

that cattle and deer should be
tested, testing frequency and
the setting up of buffer zones.

The first steps towards
declaring the district a pro-
tected area were originally
made in April

The proposed rules were dis-
cussed in July at a woolshed
meeting where they received a
favourable reaction from far-
mers.

The protected area extends
from Gorge Hill to the
Blackmount Hill with the
Takitimu Mountains forming
the southern boundary.

Pest advisory group chair-
man John Mills said farmers
in the Te Anau basin protected
area should receive a copy of
the rules by Friday.

A public meeting in Te Anau
on November 2 will further
explain the proposal and give
farmers a final opportunity to
debate the matter.

Animal Health Board chair-
man Richard Alspach will
attend the meeting.

— a - =1

Move to limit Tb

ADVANTAGES

@ Reduce the risk of introduc-
ing Tb into the region.

@ Raise area’s animal health
status on a national and
international basis.

@ Possibly improve land and
livestock values through the
enhanced animal health
status.

THERE are both advantages and disadvantages
for farmers adopting the protected area scheme.

DISADVANTAGES

@®A possible increased
financial cost to some farmers
through having to pay for
extra Tb testing.

® Possible restrictions on
some livestock buying op-
tions.

® Possible restrictions on
seasonal grazing.

“At the meeting it is -hoped
that all livestock owners will
indicate agreement for the
scheme by signing their copy
of the rules and handing it in
to the commitiee,” Mr Mills
said.

if farmer approval is given at
the meeting, the Te Anau basin
will become the first area in
the . South Island to adopt a
protected area scheme.

- |

The advantages far ' out-
weighed the disadvantages, Mr
Mills said. - -

- “The Te Anau Pest Advisory
Group is of the opinion that the
consequences of not imple-
menting the scheme and allow-
ing the potential for an out-
break of bovine Tb in the Te
Anau basin could result in a
financial disaster for all live-
stock owners in the district.”

Deer industry reaches

a new export

BECOMING a $200 million export earning
industry during the year had been an
important milestone for the deer industry,
chairman Richard
Riddiford told a meeting of deer farmers

Game Industry Board
at Woodlands yesterday.

With improved returns, especially for
venison, there was no doubt 1995 was a

good year, he said.

-“The challenge is to sustain the growth
and value across ail sectors of the

been

Because velvet was considered a food
product it was essential guality assurance
Was maintained through all stages, from
harvesting to the market, he said.

Velvet' buyers representative on the
board Bob Bennett said velvet buyers had for
told of the importance of hygiene
when grading velvet in farmers’ sheds and
added that this season farmers would see
the first on-the-road buyers’ refrigerated
trailers fo transport velvet,

each season's kill,
happened in past seasons.

And that meant stable overall prices and
a positive outlook for venison.

peak

While it was
Industry Board was pushing towards
establishing New
branded product.

The board was predicting venison prices
possibly three years out would not
drop as suddenly after the chilled end of

early days yet, the Game
Zealand velvet as a

as had traditionally

industry.”

But there was a chance for the industry
to still perform a lot better compared
against the performance of other agricul-
tural industries, he said. And it was
essential for the future strength of the
industry for farmers to continually lift
their production targets.

Game Indusiry Board velvet manager
Collier Issac stressed the importance of
abiding by the industry’s Code of Practice
for velveting.

Mr Issac was asked why, if farmers were
required to maintain high velveting har-
vest and storage standards, were velvet
buyers allowed to have a lower quality
standard.

Mr 1ssac believed it was only a matter
of time before quality assurance standards
would be introduced for all other sectors.

Mr Riddiford said he was confident
velvet had an exciting future and because
unlike a lot of western style medicines it
had no side effects, he foresaw that velvet
would become increasingly accepted by
the western world for its health and
medicinal properties, in the same way
ginseng had.

In Korea, where disposable incomes
were steadily climbing, consumers were
increasingly turning to western goods and
luxury items such as velvet.

While New Zealand velvet at present
lost its identity in the processing stage, a
changing attitude by the Koreans towards
differentiating imported product by its
country of origin would help to lift the
profile of New Zealand velvet, board chief
executive Richard Janes said.

Mr Janes also advised that the board
was putting up a strong case against any
change in the deer industry’s contribution
to the Animal Health Board’s Th control
programme budget.

The board had had a strong commit-
ment to reducing Tb in deer herds and
fully recognised the potential for the

'disease to become a non-frade tariff

barrier, he said.

But the Game Industry Board con-
sidered the Animal Health Board's fund-
ing formula to be inequitable for an
industry of the deer industry’s size, and
because of that was putting its case fo
arbitration.

That was expected to be heard in mid-
Novegber with an outcome the following |
month. :




Skéggsﬁlgfquys
venison plant

NELSON — The troubled
Takaka venison slaughter
plant, National Venison, has
changed hands and name
again.

Dunedin-based Skeggs
Group has purchased 80 per-
cent of the company, which has
peen renamed Pacifica Ven-
ison.

National Venison general
manager Kent Inglis, who will
continue in that role for
Pacifica, retains a 20 percent
holding.

National Venison was put up
for sale in August by major
shareholder Nigel Gould, who
was at the time running for the
Wellington mayoralty.

The company had been oper-
ating from the plant, for just
over a year, after taking over
from New Zealand Venison
which had collapsed nine
months after it opened.

Mr Inglis said there would be
some reduction in staff
initially because of restructur-
ing to the processing format.

National Venison employed
23 parttime staff during the

season. Mr Inglis said the new

company would have a few less

part-timers but there would be
some fulltime work. He said |

details of staff numbers had
not been decided yet.

‘'The new company plans to
start processing early next
month. — NZPA -

unlicen

WELLINGTON — The pilot who
died in a helicopter crash near
Gisborne on Thursday night had no
licence and was in a fatal crash 15
years ago, according to the Civil
Aviation Authority.

Pilot Welwyn Harris (Joe)
Collins, 46, and passenger Bryan
Robin Cooper, 37, both of Opotiki,
died instantly on Thursday night
when their Robinson R22 helicopter
plunged to the ground on the border
of the Urewera Ranges north of
Gisborne.

Authority director Kevin Ward
said last night Mr Collins was
disqualified from holding a com-
mercial helicopter pilot’s licence

. for three years, after piloting a

helicopter that crashed on 21
January, 1981, killing two members
of his crew. He also had been
convicted of a number of flying
offences.

In 1986, when Mr Collins re-
applied for his licence, the then
transport minister ruled him “not
a fit and proper person to hold a
commercial -pilot’s licence,” Mr
Ward said.

The minister had also said: “I am
further satisfied that it is not in the
public interest for him to hold any
such licence or rating.”

Yesterday, one source said the
Opotiki-based helicopter was
believed to have been engaged in
deer-recovery operations even

. though the crash happened in dark-

ness about 10.20pm.

The machine came downh on
pasture in rugged hill country on
Kare Kare Station near the bound-
ary with Journey’s End Station,

' about 70km northwest of Gisborne.

- Witnesses said the tail rotor had
snapped off and was lying 10m from
the main wreckage. Both rotor
blades were bent. An_air accidents

‘Dead pilot

7 136
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inspector arrived at the scene yes-
terday afternoon to begin an invest-
igation.

Mr Ward said Mr Collins first
received his licence in October
1979.

“Within 15 months of obtaining
the licence he was convicted of 15

.offences relating to flying' oper-

ations. Four of those involved
specific instances of operating an
aircraft in such a way as to be
likely to cause danger.”

Others were offences under the
Wild Animal Control Act relating to
aerial deer hunting. .

Mr Ward said after Mr Collins
was disqualified he illegally flew
microlight aircraft.

In 1986, the transport minister
said evidence before him ‘per-
suades me clearly that he is a man
who should not be entrusted with
the operation now or for the fore-
seeable future.”

A decade later, Mr Collins wrote -
to the authority twice, on 30 July
this year and again on 14 October,
seeking reinstatement of his
licence.

Mr Ward said the authority wrote
to him on 6 November saying no
time limit was mentioned in the
minister’s 1986 decision.

Mr Ward said the letter explained
the process involved but no reply
had been received from Mr Collins.

The bodies of Mr Collins and Mr
Cooper were removed from the
crash site yesterday morning.

The accident site was covered last
night by a salvage sheet.

Robinson helicopters have been
involved in a string of fatal crashes
over the past year but authority
spokesman Martyn Gosling said the
accidents were not necessarily the
fault of the aireraft make. — NZPA

Deer group to, buy eight farms

A NEW corporate deer farmer plans to

NZ Deer Farms already owns three

A prosp

ectus was being prepared and |

pay about $12 million for eight South-
land farms during the next 18 months.

Dunedin-based New Zealand Deer
Farms, formed in October, has con-
ditional contracts for some properties
which it hopes to buy in two stages.

Four of the proposed sales are uncon-
ditional now; with settlement due at the
end of June. The other four are con-
ditional, with settlement due by June
1998.

The company, backed by interests
associated with Dunedin businessman
Howard Paterson, plans to become a
major player in the deer industry.

‘Company director David Smallbone
said yesterday the company planned to
produce 1580 tonnes of venison — from
60,000 head of ‘deer including 31,500
hinds — by the year 2000,

This would see the company produc-
ing 8 percent of New Zealand’s total
venison production. It plans to export to
Germany, the United States and Asia.

South Island stations -- Glen Echo
Station near Te Anau, Hakataramea
Station near Timaru, and Sunny Downs
Station in the Waitaki Valley.

Hakataramea Station is half-owned by
Arthur and Rhonda Heckler. All the
other properties, once settled, will be
100 percent owned by NZ Deer Farms.

Buying the three stations during the
past three years completed the first
stage of a three-stage buy-up.

By the time the present contracts are
settled, the company will have 11 farms,
nine of them in Southland, and assets
worth $60 million. Mr Paterson’s family
and business interests are funding the
first two stages of development, at a cost
of about $35 million.

Mr Smalibone said the company had
not decided how it would fund the third
stage, estimated at $20 million.

Options included private investors,
borrowing, or a public share issue. A

‘decision should come next month.

a share issue was a possibility, Mr
Smallbone said. If the public share float |
goes ahead, Sir Peter Elworthy and
company chairman Phil Pryke would
also become directors.

The company has just spent $1.84

illion on the 2800ha  Glen Echo
Station, 14km from Te Anau. It has put
up 178km of deer fencing, more than 400
gates, 33km of new roading and used
about 35,000 cubic metres of gravel.

The farm can handle 18,000 stock
units, ‘but has 7500 hinds and 250
breeding cows on the land now.

It has expansion plans for all its new
properties, including stock purchases.

The four second-stage properties. 4re
unconditional but yet to be settled.

The four third-stage properties
encompass 4550ha in Western South-
land and are conditional. It is these that
a share float could affect.

The company has been talking to
several major South Island venison
Processors about possible contracts.
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- PPCS to reward loyalt

PPCS will operate a killing space allocation
system this vear that rewards supplier loyalty.
. PPCS chairman Robbie Burnside told sup-
pliers at the company’'s meat marketing expo
in Gore on Tuesday that the allocation scheme
had resulted from meetings with selected
suppliers.

The company had sent out allocation request
forms to farmers and had received a 60 percent
reply rate, he said.

Suppliers who had a regular supply history,
of at least three years, would be given
preferential treatment for killing space this
season, and would as near as possible, be
accommodated in the week in which space was
reguested, Mr Burnside said. -

But the scheme was flexible enough to allow
farmers to alter their space reguirements
because of unforseen events such as those
caused by climate exiremes.

Venison prospects ‘excellent’

PROSPECTS for venison in the next three to
five years were excellent, PPCS chief executive
Stewart Barnett told a large crowd of suppliers
at the company’s meat marketing expo in Gore
on Tuesday.

The product was seen as healthy and not
viewed as a red meat by consumers in overseas
markets, he said.

World production of venison was down and
although competing countries such as Spain,
Britain, Australia and the United States were
quietly building up their herds, Mr Barnett
said no great velume of venison from such
countries was expected in the short to medium
term. >

Not only was New Zealand perceived as a
country that produced healthy and safe prod-
ucts, but its processing plants were of a high
standard unable to be matehed by those in the
markets in which New Zealand traded, he said.

And, provided the company was advised of
any change in lamb supply numbers or if a
draft was to be cancelled no penalties would
result.

Mr Burnside advised casual suppliers to
build up a supply history to enable them to
gain assured killing space in future seasons.

He also strongly advised suppliers who had
not yet returned their allocation reguests to
contact the company through a new 0800
telephone number at least three weeks in
advance of their drafting requirements to book
in space.

By not applying for space any preferential
allocation would be lost, he said.

-New suppliers will have to apply to their
drafter to gain space.

Mr Burnside said farmers using third party
drafters should keep in contact with their

PPCS had created a demand for venison to
the extent that the company had successfully
moved venison into the retail sector as well as
maintaining its established hotel and restaur-
ant trade.

Countries such as France, Belgium, Switzer-
land and Sweden had expanding economies
which meant consumers could afford to pay for
top-quality product.

Mr Barnett said where three to five years ago
PPCS had been marketing bone-in and saddle

_ products, the majority of its venison products

were now broken down into single musele
products that were 100 percent fat free and
vacuum packed with a 12-week shelf life.
Those products had been well received and
he was confident they would grow in volume.

The major venison market for PPCS was
Europe where game meat was a preferred meat

PPCS drafter to prevent communication breaks
downs of the past.

Chief executive Stewart Barnett said the
company was aware of the pressure farmes
were often under to get stock killed.

But they had to accept that the company
sometimes had problems processing stock
consumer-ready products at peak times and
was not always able to process farmers' stock
when they wanted.

But in a sensible system both parties could
be accommodated, he said.

Mr Barnett 'said PPCS was working fo
improve its communication with supplies
Part of that improvement would be new seryice
whereby suppliers would receive their killing
sheets by fax and the company’s computer
software system was being upgraded to allow
that to happen. : '

by consumers, he said. Germany for example
annually imported 40,000 tonnes of game meat.

The United States had potential for venison
but because New Zealand only produced a
limited tonnage, PPCS had concentrated on
developing other markets, including Asia
which offered opportunities for better refurns
to producers, he said.

Quality assurance which extended from
farm to the supermarket shelf was an import:
ant facet of PPCS'’s operation, Mr Barnett said.
Unless supermarkets were assured a quality
assurance programme was in place they would
not buy product, he said. :

Mr Barneit was confident schedule prices;
which bottomed out last season at $5.05/kg
would be in the $6.20 to $7.80/kg range this
season.

The prospect for the next three to five years
was positive, he said.

manager _H_ugh Knowles.

PPCS chairr_nan Robbie Bumnside, left discusses the range of the company’ further processed venison
products with company venison marketing manager Glenn Tyrrell and Castlerock Run deer farm
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By JOHN CUTT

THE increased effort to control bov-

.ine Tb announced by Agriculture
Minister John Falloon yesterday has
been well received in the south.

Federated Farmers Southland meat
and wool section chairman Alan Wise
said farmers would be pleased the
Government had “come to the party”
and agreed to increase its share of
possum control.

Feral possums are a major vector in
the spread of Tb to the country's
cattle and deer herds.

“The Government has listened to
what farmers were saying that the
Crown had to pay its share for control
on conservation lands. So we are
pleased the minister has taken that on
board,” Mr Wise said.

It was also pleasing to see that
greater controls -over testing and
movement would be placed on ecattle
and deer herds and that a detailed
history of the Tb status of farms
.would be developed.

The new plan to control bovine Tb
was a major improvement on the
present system and all its provisions
were positive, Mr Wise said. Y

The tighter controls and reduction
in compensation payments to farmers
with Tb reactor animals would
encourage people to improve their Tb
status, he said.

Federation provincial dairy section
chairman Peter Phiskie said he had
not seen details of the plan but agreed
that, in general, dairy farmers would
welcome it. But there were some
clarifications’ and concerns that
might still have to be addressed.

“Agriculture Ministry Southland
veterinary officer Brent Paterson said
it was good that a concerted effort by
the Animal Health Board, Govern-
ment, farmers and the ministry had
at last resulted in a plan for the
control of Tb.

The strengthening of herd move-
ment control regulations would make:.
it difficult for a few farmers but '
would also give greater control over
the spread of Tb through domestic
liv&;'t\ock. ROk,

.
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Tb control
measures
welcomed

Mr Paterson said the increased
funding for feral animal control was'
a welcome boost. . ‘

But the new scheme pointed
towards farmers taking greater res- |
ponsibility for Tb control on: their *
own properties, with support from the -
Animal Health Board, regional coun-
cils and the ministry,

Mr Paterson said it would take
people some time to become familiar
with the new designations that would
be given to Tb areas and of the new
herd classification system.

In future herds will be classified
according to whether they are Tb
clear or Tb infected and the time they
have been clear or infected. = -

The full details of the néw scheme
would be released gradually in the
next few months, he said.

Southland Regional Council reg-
ional pests manager Richard Bowman -
said the council had been aware of the
draft Tb control proposal for some
time and had closely followed the'-
development of the new national pest it
control strategy.

The strategy would have a majo
impact on the council’s own possum
control plan and the council would
now probably adopt the national plan
as the basis for its own future
strategy.

And while the council had agreed in
principle to be part of the new
national Tb control strategy a lot of
detail still had to be sorted out, he
said.

A plus for the regional council
would be the change in funding for
feral animal control programmes.

At present, any initial Tb possum
control programme is 100 percent
funded by the Animal Health Board
with the costs of follow up work
receiving 46 percent funding and the
council providing 54 percent.

Mr Bowman said under the scheme
announced yesterday, all possum con-
trol work would receive 75 percent
funding from the Animal Health
Board leaving the council to find 25
percent.

Mr Bowman. expected the new
proposal would not eome into effect
until the start of the 1996-97 financial
vear on July 1. A,
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dangering

the safety of hunters

By DON WRIGHT

'POACHERS, trespassers and illegal
helicopter operators are endangering
the safety of authorised hunters on
some Southland high country
stations.

“A tragedy is waiting to happen,”

Rob Glover, manager of Fiordland -

Trust Ltd’s Glen Echo station, in the
Whitestone Valley, near Te Anau,
said yesterday.

On Monday night, a helicopter
hunter swooped in on the station
when authorised recreational hunters
were in the area.

“The chopper never landed, but 13
shots were fired and deer weré shot
and hauled away,” Mr Glover said.

He said he had reported the inci-
dent to police: Sergeant Lloyd Mathe-
son, of Te Anau, last night declined
to comment.

DOC Southland compliance officer
Chris McMillan, of Invercargill, also
spoke to police last night.

He said people could help the
authorities by recording helicopter
make, ‘type, colour and registration

Deer sho
hurting -
Pprocessors

numbers if their activities seemed
suspicious.

The Glen Echo Station is popular
with anglers and hunters, but Mr
Glover said his patience had run out
with poachers and trespassers.

The station had never been open for
full-scale hunting, he said.

“I fear for the safety of authorised
people and genuine sportspersons
who are good enough to ask for
permission.

“Competition between legal and
illegal helicopter hunters should not
spill over to private property.

“We have 2000 of our own hinds in
captivity on the station and we don’t
want them disturbed while they are
giving birth to and caring for fawns.”

Mr Glover did not object to people

he knew shooting a deer for meat.
Anglers were also given access if they
asked for permission and caught and

. released trout.

“Wholesale slaughter and profit
without permission is not on.”

Other landowners and farm man-
agers in the Te Anau basin were also
becoming increasingly concerned, Mr
Glover said.

By LIANNE MACKAY

« The national venison kill for
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VENISON processors are being
put under financial pressure
and the ability to provide a
continuous supply of product to
export markets is wuncertain
because of a shortage of deer
being made available for
slaughter.

Throughput at venison pro-
cessing works throughout the
country has dropped substan-
tially, leaving processors, mar-
keters, the Game Industry
Board and some producers
worried about the industry’s
ability to fill export orders this
winter.

Industry representatives con-
firmed yesterday markets
would be under-supplied this
year, and described nervous-
ness and uncertainty in the
export, marketing and process-

. ing sectors of the industry.
Spokesmen would not say how
short the supply would be, but
one expert’s guess put the
figure at 20 to 25 percent.

Ironically, the shortfall has
been caused by a growth of
confidence in deer farming,
which has encouraged farmers
.to enter the industry or expand

existing operations, causing a .

substantial demand for stock
and forcing prices up.

ﬁﬁl? 12 months to/ last month
Ywas 359,000 animals, down

76,000 from the previous year.
Last month, just 19,528 animals
were killed nationally, com-
pared with 33,904 in April last

_year.

The figures are-worrying for
exporters and processors, who
have had to lay off casual staff
and are concerned they will
struggle to keep working
through winter.

Procurement problems have
seen the venison schedule rise,
putting processors under pres-
sure. s

Mair Venison Ltd national
opérations manager Dave
Smith said from Rotorua
processors throughout the
country were affected by the
shortage of stock, and the situ-
ation was not good for the
industry as a whole.

“We need an industry where
all sectors are in reasonable
shape,” he said.

“The processing side of the
business is becoming stressed.”

His view was echoed by
Otago Venisgn Ltd operations
manager Steve Martin. The
company’s Mosgiel plant is kill-
ing about a third of what it was
three weeks ago, and has cut
staff numbers for winter.

~ stop completely.”

anyone in the industry at pres-

He was mustering on horseback
near the bush edge recently when a
helicopter operator buzzed a nearby
clearing. He has heard shots as late -
as 1lpm. !

Hunting permits specified that
shooting must be done during day-
light, he said.

Mr McMillan said landowners
could help if they identified gut piles
left behind after deer were shot,
gutted and hauled away.

Forensic evidence could help ident-
ify poachers, he said. “Such evidence
could close the noose on poachers if |
%é animals were surrendered for

] e"'

Mr McMillan sajd helicopter oper- -
ators must obtain a licence under the
Wild Animal Control Act if they
lintlanded hunting on private or €rown
and.

An experienced Te Anau helicopter
.operator, who did not wish to be
named, said he had reports about
poaching problems.

“But I can't point the finger at any
person.

“The vast majority of operators .
play by the rule book in a fragile
industry and sofew can ruin it for so

_“It’s going to be very quiet
until the chilled season starts
(in spring),” Mr Martin said.

He urged farmers to be gen-.
sible about making stock avail-
able for slaughter.

“We don’t want production to

Game Industry Board mar-
kKeting manager Catherine
Smith said from Wellington the
board was concerned by the
short-term supply problems
that would be experienced this
year. Part of the board’s strat-
egy was for managed growth in
the industry, and it was -a
concern to see markets under-
supplied.

However, the tendency
towards hind retention meant
the shortfall would be only
temporary. ' -

Marketers warned yesterday
that the gains made in procur-
ing markets would be wasted if
they were damaged by
exporters’ inability to provide a
continuous supply. 5 v

“Lack of continuity wunder-
mines customer confidence in
the industry as a whole,” Mair
Venison’s marketing manager,
Michael Foate, of Christ-
church, said, 2 1

“That’s not a good thing for

ent.”
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