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                                    Deer are a rich part of folklore in many cultures. Their unique products have long had an elite status as healthy foods and natural medicines. Our farmers are innovative, skilled and resourceful -- and most importantly, passionate about the deer difference.
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                                    Deer Industry New Zealand (DINZ) represents and works alongside deer farmers, processors and marketers in New Zealand and in our international markets. This section covers the activities of DINZ and its associates.
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                                    New Zealand is the world’s largest source of tender, delicious farmed venison – arguably the most nutritious and healthy meat on the market – as well as highly-prized ingredients for modern health foods and traditional Chinese medicines.
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                                    Velvet antler is 'the deer antler during its phase of rapid growth', and it gets the name ‘velvet‘ because of its velvet-like covering of hair.
                                

                                
                                    Go to the full Velvet & antlers section >>
                                


                                	
                                        
                                            Antlers
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Antlers > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Antler biology
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Antler biology > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Velvetting
                                        
                                        
                                            	
                                                  
                                                      Velvetting
                                                  
                                              
	
                                                    
                                                        National Velvetting Standards Body (NVSB)
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Velvet removal
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Shed examples for new standards
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Approved maintenance compounds
                                                    
                                                


                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Trophy animals
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Trophy animals > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Management of velvet stags
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Management of velvet stags > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Health, Safety and Food Hygiene Guidelines for Velvet Competitions and Stag Sales
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Health, Safety and Food Hygiene Guidelines for Velvet Competitions and Stag Sales > >
                                            
                                        

                                    



                            

                        


                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                Breeding
                            
                            
                                Go to the full Breeding section >>
                            
                        
                        


                        
                            
                                
                                    Breeding
                                

                                
                                    Central to successful deer farming in New Zealand is reproduction management. Poor performance in this area can limit farm productivity. Management of fertility, photo-periods (day length), calving and stags all contribute to performance.
                                

                                
                                    Go to the full Breeding section >>
                                


                                	
                                        
                                            Deer Select
                                        
                                        
                                            	
                                                  
                                                      Deer Select
                                                  
                                              
	
                                                    
                                                        What is Deer Select?
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Sire summaries
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Genetic trends
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Genetic linkage
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Purchasing deer using Deer Select
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Recording deer on Deer Select
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Traits, BVs and Indices
                                                    
                                                


                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Genetics
                                        
                                        
                                            	
                                                  
                                                      Genetics
                                                  
                                              
	
                                                    
                                                        Mate allocation calculator
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Stud breeders
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Commercial herds
                                                    
                                                


                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Stags
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Stags > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Hinds
                                        
                                        
                                            	
                                                  
                                                      Hinds
                                                  
                                              
	
                                                    
                                                        Annual cycle of hinds
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Mating management of hinds
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Puberty in hinds
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Yearling mating management
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Reproductive wastage
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Reproductive disorders in hinds
                                                    
                                                
	
                                                    
                                                        Looking after the hind
                                                    
                                                


                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Calving
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Calving > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Artificial breeding
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Artificial breeding > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Photoperiod
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Photoperiod > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Reproductive measurements
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Reproductive measurements > >
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            Scanning
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Visit this page to learn more about Scanning > >
                                            
                                        

                                    



                            

                        


                        
                    
	
                        
                            
                                Farm Environment
                            
                            
                                Go to the full Farm Environment section >>
                            
                        
                        


                        
                            
                                
                                    Farm Environment
                                

                                
                                    Learn more about water and soil management, best practice methods to improve biosecurity on farm, and health and safety reminders to minimise risk in your business.
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                                    Nutrition, both intake and feed quality, has a major impact on productivity, determining reproductive performance, animal health, weaner live weight gain and timing of venison supply.
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                                    Maintaining good deer health is crucial to production. This section covers the Major issues, Management calendar and Veterinary medicines.
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                                    Encompases all practices on farm, in shed, right through to transportation. Efficient deer handling, management and facility design is paramount in minimising stress on farm.
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                                    Here you can find information about support services in the industry, ranging from educational events, to groups that come together to identify opportunities on farm.
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                                    The NZDFA was formed in 1975 to assist in maximising sustainable benefits for all deer farmers and to provide a linkage to the agricultural industry and the public.
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                                    A resource for Fallow Deer farmers. The Fallow Deer Society was established to encourage, educate, and support the farming of Fallow Deer in New Zealand.
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                          Register now!

                          
                              The 2024 industry conference makes a return taking place in Hawkes Bay on 8th May 2024.
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                              Nature’s Superpower™ has been developed by DINZ to help the sector tell a consistent story about New Zealand’s venison and velvet products

                          

                          Find out more
                      

                      
                      
                          Improved traceability

                          
                              All velvet is electronically traceable from farm to market using VelTrak
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                            OUR GREAT PRODUCTS

                            
                                Velvet, Venison and more

                                Our free-range deer are raised by farmers who are leaders in sustainable farm management and high standards of animal welfare.

                                Learn more >>
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                            THE DEER DIFFERENCE

                            
                                Farming the dream, naturally

                                Excitement and passion for deer and their wonderful products are the main reasons people farm deer.

                                Learn more >>
                            

                        

                    

                
                
            

        


    
    
        
            Deer Industry Initiatives
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                            Passion2Profit (P2P)
                            
                                
                                    Passion2Profit (P2P)

                                

                                Transforming the NZ venison industry
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                            Deer Select
                            
                                
                                    Deer Select

                                

                                A genetic evaluation system to advance NZ deer herd genetics
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                            NZ Venison
                            
                                
                                    NZ Venison

                                

                                NZ venison products, recipes and more
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                                    Advance Parties

                                

                                Deer farmers finding new ways to lift profit
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                            NZ Deer Velvet
                            
                                
                                    NZ Deer Velvet

                                

                                Learn more about NZ Velvet & Co-Products

                            

                        

                    

                
                

            

        

    
    
    
        
            Featured news stories
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                    Featured news stories

                    
                        
                        
                            DINZ news in brief | Issue 107

                            Putting on the Ritz for the New Zealand deer industry in Shanghai | No single recipe for successful weaning, farming seminar hears | Transporting hinds or weaners? | Deer farmers’ environmental excellence in the spotlight | NZDFA needs YOU: committee nominations close 22 March | DINZ executive update: Strong interest in DINZ CEO position | Cenwynn’s off on parental leave | Register: 2024 Deer Industry Conference, Hawke’s Bay 8-9 May 2024

                            Read more >>
                        

                        
                        
                            Freshwater farm plans next on the Coalition's to-do list

                            Having ticked off actions on its 100-day plan, the National-led coalition government’s attention will soon turn to rules around freshwater farm plans. Deer Industry NZ (DINZ) is pushing for measures allowing deer farmers to farm in a way that will protect the environment, be sensitive to local conditions and reduce the unnecessary burden of regulation and cost.

                            Read more >>
                        

                        
                        
                            As the roar starts, hunters need to keep it clean

                            As the roar starts and trophy hunters are arriving in New Zealand, it’s a good time to remind them about cleaning equipment to avoid bringing in unwanted guests with them. 

                            Read more >>
                        

                        
                        
                            China: introducing trade advisor, Damon Paling

                            China trade advisor and former New Zealand trade commissioner Damon Paling, engaged by DINZ to assist with restoring access for New Zealand frozen velvet to China, is keeping his fingers and toes on the pulse of the negotiations. Careful and effective communication is key to their success, he says.

                            Read more >>
                        

                        
                        
                            Deer Industry News Issue 121 March 2024

                            Meet and Greet: Venison Vendor | Industry News | Innes Exits | New NZ venison brand ambassador in China: Xijin Wu | Deer to Succeed | Improving efficiencies in a venison system | Angular limb deformity | On farm GHG mitigation strategies | Reipe: BBQ leg fillet

                            Read more >>
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                Deer Industry New Zealand

                PO Box 10702, The Terrace,
                Wellington 6140
Level 4, Wellington Chambers, 154 Featherston Street, Wellington
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                        [image: image]
                    
                    
                        	DINZ
	NZDFA
	DeerHub


                        
                            Go to the top of the page
                            [image: image]
                        
                    

                    
                        	NZ Deer Industry
	Deer Hub
	NZDFA


                        	Privacy Policy
	Legal
	Contact


                    

                    
                        [image: image]
                    
                

            

            
                	
                        Follow us on Facebook
                    
	Privacy Policy
	Legal


            

        

    



    

    
    
        
        
        
        
        
            [image: image]
        

        
            
                A YOUNG BULL FINDS SYMMETRY AGAINST THE MACROCARPAS
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                    Not a paid NZDFA member? To become a member of the NZDFA, phone 04 453 4500 or email info@deernz.org
                

                
                    Find out why you should join the NZDFA here >>
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